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LETTER I. 


NR. LOVELACE, TO JOHN BEL- 
> SOLD 0007 55: 
| TUESDAY MORN. JUNE 20. 
ELL, Jack, now. are we 
I upon another foot toge- 
W cher. This dear creature 
5 ; will not Jet me be good. 
She is now authonzing 
F all my plots by her own 
example. 5 


Thou muſt be partial in the higheſt 


degree, if now tiiou blameſt me for re- 
Jumin; former fchemes, ſince in 
that caſe 1 ſhall but follow her clue. 
No forced conſtruction of her actions 
do I make on this occaſion, in order to 
juſtify a bad cauſe or a worſe intention. 
A ſlight pretence, indeed, ſerved the 
wolf, when he had a mind to quarrel 
2 the lamb; but this is not now my 
Cale. . ' 1 2 
For here, ¶ Wouldſt thou have thought 
it? taking advantage of Dorcas's com- 
paſſionate L 
expreſſions, which the tender-hearted 
wWench let fall again the crueltyof men; 
und wiſhing to have it in her power 
td ſerve herz has ſhe given her the fol- 
Towing' note, figned by her maiden- 
5 for he has thought fit, in poſi- 
ve and plain words, to own to the 
pitying Dorcas, that ſhe is not mars 


* 


r, and of ſome warm 


| Now, Jack, what terms wouldthe 


HARLOWE. 


*3 


© MONDAY, JUNE 19 


A T The underauritten do, hereby pro- 


© miſe, that, on my coming into poſ- 
« ſeſſion of my own Hate, Twill — 
< wide for Dorcas Martindale in a gen- 
© tlewoman-like manner, in my own 
© houſe: or, if T do not ſoon obtain that 
: poſes, or ſhould firſt die, I do hereby 


© bind myſelf, my executors, and admi- 


* niftrators, to pay to ber, or ber order, 
© during the term of her natural life, the 


« ſum f five pountls on each of the four 


* uſual quarterly days in the year; that 
© ts to ſay, twenty pounds by the gear; 
© on condition that ſbe er a alfeft me 
6 rape from an illegal canine. 
4 joe 3 J now' labour. 


© The fir quarterly payment io cm- 
mence 2 bs at the end of 


5 6 

| 9 

© three months immediately fi 7 

© the day of my deliverance. And 1 
Iſo promiſe to give ber, as a teſti 


s. . ; 
© of my honour in the reft, a RY ; 
© ring, hich I have Hebe ber. Nit. 


c 


my band, this ninvteenth day of 


\. © CLanrssa HakLowR. 


have me to keepwith fuch a ſweet co 
ruptreſs? Seeſt thou not how ſhe hates 


me?—Seeſt thou not, that ſheisrefolves 
never to forgive me ? Sceſt thou not 
however, that he muſt difgrace hu 


ſelf in the eye of the world) if ue c- 1 © | 
Ttually ſhould W n 
. 5 SE 3 by 


* 


* Pe hon 


7 WY 
c Jane, in the year abowe- aur itim. 
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CLARISSA 


be ſubjeRedito infinite diftreſs and ha- 


- 


zard ? For whom has ſhe to receive and 
protect hert Yet to determine to riſque 


AH theſe evils! And furthermore to | 
Koop to #xtificey to be guilty of the 


reigning vice of the times, of bribery 
and corruption !--O Jack, Jack! ſay 


not, write not, another word in her 


_ - MR-/-LOVELACE, . TO JOHN: BEL-- 


- - Footing here. 


hy But J ? Spart, thou ſeeſt, 
Jack, that her plot is beginning to 


work, To- morrow it is to break out. 


Favour! | 


Thou haſt blamed me f vringing 
r 


her to this houſe: but had carrie 


to any other in Egland, where there 
would have been one ſervant or inmate 


capable either of compaſſion or corrup- 


tion, what muſt have been the conſe- 
quence? _ | 4 

But ſeeſt thou not, However, that, in 
this flimſy contrivance, the dear im- 
placable, like a drowning man, catches 


àt à ſtraw to ſave herſelf A ftraw 
mall the find to be the refuge ſhe has 


rr TER n 


FORD, ESQ... - 
TUESDAY MORN, 10 0'CLOCK» 


RY ill—Exceedingill—asDor- 
++. cas tells me, in order to avoid 


| ſeeing me And. yet the dear ſoul may 


be ſo in her mind. But is not that 
equivocation? Some one paſſion pre- 


5 dominating, in every human breaſt, 
breaks through 


| rinciple, and con- 
trouls us all. Mine is love and re- 
wenge tak ing turns. Hers is hatred— 


But this: is my conſolation, that hatred 
anpeaſed, is love begun; or love renexu- 


ed, I may rather ſay, if love ever had 


8 8 


L have been abroad, to ſet on foot a 


bo lat of cixcumvention... All fair no 


Intel vpon viſitingmy indiſpoſed 


Tait one. 
vduſes for her. 


Dorcas made officious ex- 
I curſed the wench in 
Her heating for her impertinence; and 


--—- | Ramped,.and made a. clutter; which 
is improved into an apprehenſion to 
a that I would have flung her 


"Faithful confidante from the top of the 
* 


Mt the bottom. . 
le is à violent wretch! — But, 


L Dorcas, [Dear Dorcas, now it is] 


* HE 


HARLOWE. 


thou ſhalt have a friend in me to the 
0 laſt day of my life. . 


% And on now, e THO think 
the name of her gnod angel is }-— Why 
Doreas Marth Chriſtian and Su- 
per, (no more Wykes) as in the pro- 
miſſory note in my former — And the 
dear creature has bound her to her b 
the maſt ſolemn obligations, befides the 
tie of intereſt. 2 

© Whither, Madam, do you deſign 
© to go when you get out of this 
© houſs?* = N | 

I will throw myſelf into the firſt 
© open houſe I can find; and beg pro- 
© teftion till I can get a coach, or 2 
© lodging in ſome honeſt family.? 

What will you do for cloaths, 
Madam? I doubt you'll not be able 
© to take any away witir you, but what 
< you'll have on. 1 5 
0, no matter for eloaths, if I can 
© but get out of this houſe.“ 1 

© What will you do for money, 
© Madam ? I have heard his honour 
« expreſs his concern, that he could not 
prevail upon you to be obliged to him, 


though he apprehended that you muſt 


© be ſhort of money. 
O, I have rings, and other valu- 
© ables. Indeed I have but four gui- 
© neas, and two of them I found lately 
© wrapt up in a bit of lace, deſigned for 
© a charitable uſe: but now, alas! cha- 
© rity begins at home!—But I haye 
one dear friend left, if ſhe be living, 
as I hope in God ſhe is l to whom I 
can be obliged, if I want. O Dor- 
© cas! I muſtere now have heard from 
© her if I had had fair play. . 
„Well, Madam, yours: is a hard 
© lot. I pity you at my heart?! 
4 SK DE you, Dorcas I am un- 
« happy,. that I did not think before, 
« that I might have confided in thy 
E pity, , 
often: but you were always, as I 
© thought, difdent of me. And then 
I doubted not but you were marriedz 
© and I thought his honour was un- 
Ekindly uſed by you, Sothat I thought 
© it my duty to wiſh well to his honour, © 
c rather than to what I thought to be 
your humours, Madam. Would to 
© Heaven, that I had known before 
© that you were not married Such a 
© lady! Such a fortune! To be ſo ſad- 
FVV. 
Ah, Dorcas! T was bſkly ran 
. ö 5 A znt- 


* 


1 « 


CLARISSA 


ein! My youth=My ignorance of 
© the world And I have ſome things 
to reproach myſelf with, when I look 
„ back.“ 0 
Lord, Madam, what deeeitful erea - 
- © tures are theſe men Neither oaths, 
© nor yvows—I am ſure—T am ſure! 
Land then with her apron ſhe gave her 
eyes half a dozen hearty rubs] * I may 
« curſe the time that I came into this 
< houſe!” | 
Here was accounting for her bold 
eyes | And was it not better for Dorcas 
to give up a houſe which her lady could 
not think worſe of than ſhe did, in 
order to gain the reputation of ſince- 
rity, than by 3 to vindicate it, 
to make her proffered ſervices ſuſpected? 
Poor Dorcas !—Bleſs me! how 
© little do we, who have lived all our 
© time in the country, know of this 
« wicked town !*. | | 
Had I been able is write,” cried 
the veteran wench, I ſhould certainly 
© have given ſome. other near relations 
21 have in Wales a little iakling of 
© matters; and they would have ſaved 
me from from from“ 
Fler ſobs were enough. The appre- 


henſions of women on ſuch ſubjects are 


ever aforehand with ſpeech. 

And then, ſobbing on, ſhe lifted her 
apron to her face again. She ſhewed 
me how, 92 2 ant 
Poor Dorcas!'—Again wiping her 
own charming eyes. 
All love, all compaſſion, is this dear 
creature to eyery-one in affliction, but 
me, [ i £ % 
© And would not an aunt protect her 
© kinſwoman ?—Abominable wretch !* 
I can't—I can't—I can't—ſay, my 
© aunt was privy to it. She gaye me 
© good advice, She knew not for a 
great while that I was — that I was 
© —that T was—ugh!—ugh!—ughl!— 
No more, no more, good Dorcas 
© —What a world do we live in 
© What a houſe am I in- But come, 
© don't weep: (though ſhe herſelf 
could not forbear) © my being betrayed 
« into it, thaugh to my own ruin, ma 
£ be a happy event for thee: and if 
4 live, it mall.“ | 


EAI I thank you, my good lady,” blub- 


bering. I am ſorry, very ſorry, you 
© have had ſo hard a lot. But it may 
be the ſaving of my ſoul, if I can 
tet to your ladyſhip” 


1 


* 


2 houſe, . Had 4 
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© I but known that your ladyſhip was 
not married, I would have eat my 
© own fleſh; before, before, before 
Dorcas ſobbed and wept. The lady 
fighed and wept alſo; : 
But now, Jack, for a ſerious reflee- 
tion upon the premiſes. 
How will the good folks account for 
it, that Satan has ſuch faithful inſtru- 
ments, and that the bond of wicked- 


neſs. is a ſtronger bond than the ties of 
virtue; as if it were the nature of the © 


human mind to be villainous ? For 
here, had Dorcas been good, and been 
tempted as ſhe was tempted: to any- 
thing evil, I make. no doubt but ſhe 
would have yielded to the temptation. 
And cannot our fraternity in an hun- 


_ dred inſtances give proof of the like 


predominanceof vice over virtue? And 


that we have riſqued more to ſerve and 


promote the intereſts of the former, 
than ever a good man did to ſerve a good 


man or a good cauſe? For have we not 


been prodigal of life and fortune? 
Have we not defied the civil magiſtrate 
upon occaſion? And have we not at- 
tempted reſcues, and dared all things, 


only to extricate a pounded profligate? 


Whence, Jack, can this be? 

O! have it, I believe, The vicious 
are as bad as they can be; and do the 
devil's work without looking after; 
while he is continually ſpreading ſnares 
for the others; and, like a ſkilful an- 


gler, ſuiting his baits to the fiſh. he 


__ for. 15775 

Nor let even Baneſf people, ſo called, 
blame poor Dorcas for her fidelity in a 
bad cauſe. For does not the general, 
who implicitly ferves an ambitious 
prince in his unjuſt deſigns upon his 
neighbours, or upon his own oppreſſed 
ſubjects; and even the lawyer, who, 
for the ſake of a paltry fee, undertakes 


to whiten a black cauſe, and to defend 


it againſt one he knows to be good do 
the very ſame thing as Dorcas? And 
are they not both every whit as culpable? 
Yet the one ſhall be dubbed a hero, the 
other called an admirable fellow, and 
be contended for by every client, and 


his double - ton ed abilities ſhall carry 
A 


him through all the high preferments 
of the law with reputation and ap- 

lauſe. % . | „ 
4 Well, but what ſhall be done, fince 


the lady is ſo much determined on re- 


moving !-»Is. there no way to oblige 


her, 


772 
her, and yet to make . 
att to = own views} 1 


1 wh fy ere for if- 


{SuppoſeI faffer her to dls 
Her heart is in it. If the effect it, he 
triumph ſhe will hase over me upon it 
vin bes ceunter balance for al fie wn 


ſuffered. 
II Aces Tn; 


att ſub- 
fact 


1 2 
. 


WETLITY m. 155 


nu. versgger, To 10uN . 
n ESG. V 


RED — 1 0 of * 
4. an ers m Sg 

— 5 rock anke, — 
Ftuation I ſtand Ee elovei, T 
felt” ino 5 reveres which 

brought on fleep; produced a 

dream; 4 fortunate dream; which, as 

I imagine, wilt afford my working 
mind ſhe means to effect the obligi 

double e my heart 1 is now orice 
N oo u , 

What, asT 'hoveoften contenyplated, 
zs the enjoyment of the fineſt woman in 
the world, te the contrivance, the 
baftle, the ſuvprizes, and at laft the 
happy concluſion of a well laid for — 
The charming roundabouts, to come 
the neureſſ aua home; — the doubts; the 
_ prehieaſfions; the heart- achings; the 

ditated triumphs—Theſe arethejoys 
that make the bleſſing dear.” Por all 
the reſt, BE) is ie?=—Whar but to find 
an ination dwindled down 

10 3 in fact? Bur to my 
_dream—_— 

; — it was about [nine en 
Wed meruing, that a chariot 
| with avowager «arms upon the doors, 

andin ie a lady f norun- 

like mother H. in the fate; Lara ber 
| Heart, & how wlke!) at a 

| | grover's * ten doots on the 
— rc e e in cl 0 Es 


prong — — gut to yg cond 
were clear, for her lady's flight, and 
if cnch wers to be got near the place, 
oſpied this chafivt with the dowagerꝰs 
arms, and this 1 lady: and 
what, mevthvught, d cas, ys 
ſubtle trairreſs; d, der ohis 

* lady, and Werbe 


* 


voice, ſay, '*. Good, lad permit me 
one 22 7 de er be 
7 What thou 5 to ſay to me, fiy 
on, quoth the old lady; the grocer 
_ retiring, _ ſtanding oof, to = 
Docas to fpeak; who, methou 
in words like theſe, accofted the la 
$ 77 day Madam, to be a very 
28 _— and here in this neigh- 
at 4 houfe of no high 
© repute, is an innocent lady of rank 
* and fortune, vexutiful as a May 
0 money. and youthful as a roſe-bud; 
© and full as ſweet and lovely; who 
has been tricked thither by a wicked 
IONIC, practiſed in the ways of 
© the town; and this very night will 
4 r N. if mne get not out of his 
© hands. Now, © lady! if vou will 
extend 8 compaſſionate goodneſs 
to this fair young lady, in whom, the 
© moment you behold her, vou will ſee 
eauſe to believe all I ſay; and let her 
© but have a place in your chariot, and 
« remain in your protection for one day 
only, till the can fend a man and 
x korſe to her rich and powerful friends; 
eee y fave from ruima lady, 'who | 


b bea 
Methou ethe old lady, moved with - 
Dorcas's y, anfwered and faid, 


© Haften, O damſel, ho in a happy 
© moment art come to put it in my 
* power to the innocent and the 
J *. Yirtnous, which it has always been 

my delight to do: haſtem to this young 
lady, and did her lie hitkher to me 
© wit all ſpeed; and tell her that my. 
© chariot ſtiall be her aſylum: and if I 
ind all that thou ſayeſt true, my houſe 


- * ſhall be her ſanctuary, and I willpro- 


© tebt her from all her oppreffors.” 

- Hereupon, methoughr, this traitreſs 
Dorcas hied back to the lady, and made 
report of what ſhe had done. And me- 
thought, the lady highly approved: of 
Dorcas's proceeding, and bleſſed her 
for her thougnßt. 

And I lifted up mine eyes, and bes 
holdithe lady iſſued out of the houſe, 
and without looking back, ran to the 
chariot with the dowager's coat upon 
it; and was received by the matronly 
lady with opem arms, and © Welcome 
* welcome, welcome, fair young lady, 
ho ſo well anſwer the deſcription of 
© the faithful: damſel: and I will carry 
you inſtantly tc = rg whjevs 


1 


* 


as no equal for virtue as well as 


n F F 3 _ : 
| . 
. 


CLARISSA 


„ ſhall meet with all the good uſage 
your heart can wiſh for, till you 
© can by pp your rich and powerful 
friends of your paſt dangers, and pre- 
s. ſent eſcape,” 1555 

Thank you, thank you, thank you, 

* thank you, worthy, thrice worthy 
c lady, who afford ſo kindly your pro- 
* teQion to amoſt unhappy young crea-. 
© ture, who has been baſcly ſeduced and 
s betrayed, and brought to the very 
s brink of deſtrution.? _ 

+ Methovught then, the matronly 101 
who had, by the time the young lady 
came to her, bought and paid for the 
goods ſhe wanted, ordered her coach - 
man to drive home with all ſpeed; hq 
ſtopped not till he had arrived in a eer - 
tain ſtreet, not far from Lincoln's Inn 
Fields, where the matronly lady lived 
in a ſumptuous dwelling, replete with 
damſels who wroughtcuriouſly in muſ- 
lins, cambricks, and fine linen, and in 
every good work that induſtrious dam- 
ſels love to be employed about, except 
the loom and the ſpinning-wheel, 

And methought, all the way tho 


HARLOWE. 773 


to have all the talk to themſelves. For, 
methought, two young, nieces of herg 
had broken 7999 09916 he mile 
22 

the ſad hos _—_— 7 5d —__ 
great earneſtneſs on one ſide, as atten- 
tion on the other, before the young lady 
had gone far in it, mother H. me- 
thought, was taken with a fit of the 


Folickz and her tortures encreaſin 


was obliged to riſe to get a cordial 
uſed to find ſpecific in this diſorder, to 
which ſhe was unhappily ſubjet. ; 
Having thus riſen, and ſtept to her 
cloſet, methought ſhe let fall the wax 
taper in her return; and then, 2. 
tamorphoſis till ſtranger than the for, 
mer! What unaccountable things are 
dreams!] coming to bed again in the 
dark, the young lady, to her infigite 
aſtoniſhment, grief, and ſurprize, found 
mother H. turned into a young perſon 
of the other ſex: and althoug Love» 
lace was the abhorred of her ſaui, yet, 
fearing it was ſome other porſan, it was, 
atter of ſome conſolation to her, w 


young lady and the old lady rode, and 
after they came in, till dinner was rea - 
dy, the young lady filled up the time 
with the diſmal account of her wrongs 

and her ſufferings, the like of which 
was never h by mortal ear; and 
this in ſi reg Fa Gn; that the 
good old lady did nothing but weep, 
5 ſigh, 1 ſob, and inveigh againſt 

the arts of wicked men, and againſt that 
abominable Squire Lovelace, who was 

2 plotting villain, methought ſhe ſaid; 
and; more than that, an uncbained 


e found it was no other than himſelf, 
and that ſne had been ſtill the bedfel- 
low of but ens and the ſame man. 

A Grange protons huddle of ad- 
ventures. followed, ſcenes perpetually 
ſhiftingz now nothing heard from the 
lady, bat oats groans, exclamations, 

neg. dyings From the gentle- 
man, but yows, promiſes, proteſta- 
tions, diſclaimers of purpeſes _— 
and all the gentle and ungentle preſſures 
of Lars 3 * c for 
Thea, as quick as thought, (for 
dreams, thou knoweſt, confine not 
themſelves to the rules of the drama} 


| Methovught I was in a dreadful ago- | 
F enſued recoveries, lying · in, chriſten- 


ny, when I found the lady had eſcaped; 


and in my wrath had ike to bave' ſlain 
Dorcas, and our mother, and every 
one I met. But, by ſome quick tranſi- 
tion, and ſtrange metamorphoſis, which 
dreams do not uſually account for, me- 
thought, ali of a ſudden, this matronly 
lady was turned inte the famous mo- 
ther H. herſelf; and, being an old ac- 
quaintance of mother Sinclair, was 
prevailed oye to aſſiſt in my plot upon 
the yo adg ro gl, 

Regs methought, followed a ſtrange 
ſoeney for, mother N., longing to hear 
more of the young lady's Rory, and 
night beivg come, beſought her to ac- 
be i EA 


2 


2 


* 


Then the 


ings, the ſmiling boy, amply, even, 
in own opinion, rewarding the 
ſuffering mother. 
andfather's eſtate, yield- 

ed up, poſſeſſion taken of it: living 
very happily upon it: her beloyed Nor- 
ton her companion; Miſs Howe heg 
viſitor; and (admirable! thrice admi-. 
rable!). enabled to compare netet with 


ber; à charming girl, by the ſame fa- 


| ther,;to her friend's charming boy: 


who, as they grow Up, in order ta 
conſolidate their mammas friendſhips, 
(for neither have dreams regard to c 
? imermarry; change names, 
nne 

4 e . ' 655 ; BE ate 6 
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Nuke i incongruo 


_ trapſports' 
that the vas with difficulty diverted 


I know | not what of the 
us ſtuff. 
-T awoke, as thou of believe, f in 
gi art and rejoiced to find my 
— in enen roam, pee 


883 t this was'a 
add dream. egy (for 1 Fog 


Krange dreamer)” it is not altogether 


impröbable that fomething Hike it may 
yew z as the pretty mpleton has 
the weakneſs to confide in Erb 

ut 1 T0 to te 
. reve that was, that 8 next 
morning, the lady gave way to ſuch 
of grief and reſentment, 


making an attempt upon her own 


life. But hotvever at laſt was prevailed 


n to refolve to live, and tomake the 
of the matter: a letter, metbought, 


rom Captain Tomlinſon helping to 


rize me; that 


Nee her, written to a 
E certainly be 


icle Harlowe wou 


at Kentiſ Town on Wedneſday night 


Foe 285 the following day, yh 17 0 
being his birth-day ; and be doubl 
ſidus, on thht account, that our Nope 

ls houbd ace, privately ws 
wer zed in his | 

But is 3 the 20thiher\ un. 
„cles 4 ?? methinks thou 
viſkeſt;—It-is; or elſe 
bration mould have been er 
Three weeks ago I heard her ſay it Was 
und Thave down the birth -day of every- 
one of ber family, and the .. 


day of her father and mother. 


teſt eircumſtanees are often of 
reat ſervice, in matters of the laſt 


57M Who ae, en Heepieg aud Neale 


apt to-ſay? 


| Kiener 


ing I haye not fine helps from ſome 
body, ſome ſpirit rather, as thou'It be 
jut no wonder that a Beel- 
All. has Nie 5 to gc: his | 


5 — 
* 


can dove! 20 mempef of doubt ef 
ceeeding in mother H. s part of t 

r Will! the lady (h re. 

ſolves 10 throw Herfelf into ey 

Houſe ſhe cum enter, or to beſp 

protection of the irt perſon 


2 Fore 


and who thinks there can be no danger 
ent of this houſe, equal to what he 


' apprehends from me in it) ſeruple to 
OE -of the chariot of a 9 


-CLARISSA 


views, be they what they will. 


day of cele- 
ill.” 


tod be 


unportanee. 
* — whine e thou to 5 
yeſt now. y 


HARLOWE. 


accidentally | offering? And 4 the lad rs i | 
tection engaged by. her faith al 


orcas, ſo highly bribed to promote 
her eſcape Ad then Mrs. H. has 
the air and appearance of a venerable 
matron, and is not ſuch a forbidding 
devil as Mrs. Sinclair. | 

The pretty ſimpleton Lecewmicthide 
in the world; nor that people who have 
money, never want affiſtants in their 
"How. 
on could the princes: of the earth. be 

8 ſer ved as they are, change 
audt ever ſo rn, and be e 
popes ever fo'wicked? 

If I can but get her to go on with me. 
gill Wedneſday next week, we ſhall be 
ſettled together prett quietly. by that 
time. And indeed if ſhe has any gra- 
titude, and has in her the leaſt of her 
ſex's foibles, ſhe muſt think I deſerve 
her favour, by the pains ſhe has. coſt: 
me. For dearly do they all love that 
men ſhould take Pains about them and 

And here, for the preſent, 1 will bas | 
down my 12 and congratulate myſelf 

P 


upon my happy invention (ſinee her 
obſtinaey uts me once more upon ex, 
ercifing it). But with this olution, 


J thi "Thar if the. preſent contri vs 
ance. fall me, 1 will exert all the fa - 
my of my mind, all my talents, 

to procure for myſelf A 7 right to 
her favour, and that in defiance of all 
my antipathies to the married Fate; 
and of the ſuggeſtions of the great de- 
vil oat of the 1 and of his ſecret 
agents in it.— Since, if ow ſhe is not 
prevailed upon, or drawn in, it 
_ ve in vain to eos, or rag 2 71058 


— 
e 2 8 
L- 2 
” . 
L 
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Ma. wolrkgee. To jour rr. 
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ney 5 5 . 

lt 2 a 4 1nE 806 

0 admittanee y et to my charmer! 

She is very il —in à violent fez 

ver, Dorcas think Fs Ve et will have no 7 

advice, ; % * : py 
Dorcas tells bee how mich! 1. am 

| concerned at it. | 

But again let me aſl; Does' chip lady | 

do right to make herſelf illy when ſhe 

is not ill Fon my own part, libertine 

as people think” me, when 1 had oc. 

TE to be 85 1 took a doſe of ipeca- 

cuanka, 


„„ 


CLARISSA 


eib, that 1 might not be guilty of 
a falſhood; and moſt heartily ſick was 


I; as ſhe, who then pitied me, full well 


knew. Buthere to pretend to be very 
ill, only to get an opportunity to run 
away, in order to avoid forgiving a 
man who has offended her, how un- 
chriſtian !—If good folks allow them- 
ſelves in theſe breaches of a known 
duty, and in theſe preſumptuous con» 
trivances to deceive, who, Bel 
ſhall blame us? | 
I have a ſtrange notion, that the ma · 
tronly lady will be certainly at the 
 grocer's ſhop at the hour of nine to- 
morrow. morning: for Dorcas heard 
me tell Mrs. Sinclair, that I ſhould 
go out at eight preciſely; and then ſhe 
= 1 for a coach: and if the dowa- 
2 ariot ſhould happen to be there, 
5 lucky will it be for my charmer! 
How ftrangely will my dream be made 


I nave juſt received a letter from 
in Tomlinſon. Is it not won. 

derful? For that was partof my dream. 
I ſhall always have a prodigious re- 
gard to dreams henceforward. ' I know 
not but I may write a boek upon that 


Fubje&; for my own experience will 


Furniſh out a great part of it. Glan- 


vile of Witches, Baxter's Hiftory of * he ſuppoſes you will come in. 


irits and Apparittions, and the Royal 
Pedatit's Demronology, will be nothing 
at all to Lovelace Reſveries. 
The letter is juſt what I dreamed to 
de. I am only concerned that uncle 
John's anniverſary did not happen 
three or four days ſooner; for ſhould 
any ## misfortune befal my charmer, 
me may not be able to ſu 


week. Yet it will give me the more 
time For new | 
per contrivance fail; which I can- 

not however ſuppoſe.  _ 

T TO ROBERT LOVELACE, ESQ. 

5 © MONDAY, JUNE 19. 

©" pear n, | 
6 192 now return you joy, for the 
joy you have 3 as well 
© as my dear friend Mr. Harlewe, in 
© thenews of his beloved niect's happy 
' © regxovery; for be is determined to 
_ © comply with ben wiſhes and hours, 
© und to give her to you with his own 


Fi 
* A 1 7 * 4 
GW - 


we 


5 AY ity; 1 


: _ 


her ſpi- 
rits fo lang as till Thurſday in the next 


1 wy 3 e e „ and unite 
* himſelf to his dear niece and her in- 


HARLOWE, 978 
has been neceſ> | 


- © As the cxremony | 
© ſarily delayed by reaſon of her ill - 
© neſs, and as Mr. Harlowe's birth 
c _ is on Thurſday the 29th of this 
© inſtant June, when he enters into 
© the ſeventy- fourth year of his ages 
© and as time may be wanted to com- 
© pleat the dear lady's recovery; he is 
C very OE e ſhall 
© be fo upon itz tl ma 
© afterwards e joy on that 
© day to the end of his life. 
or this purpoſe he intends to ſet 
© out privately, ſo as to be at Kentiſh 
© Town on Wedneſday ſe nnight in 
© the evening. | | 
All the family uſed, he ſays, ta 
_ to celebrate it with him; but as 
© they are at preſent in too unhappy a 
* fituation for that, he will ram p< 
© that, not being able to-bear the day 


© at home, he has reſolved to beabfent 


© for two or three days. 
© He will ſet out on horſeback, at. 


© tended only with one truſty ſefvants 
© for the greater privacy. He will be 


© at the moſt creditable-looking pub- 


© lick houſe there, ęxpecting you both 


© next morning, if he hear nothing 
© from me to prevent him. And 
© will go to town with you after the 
* ceremony is performed, in the coach 
© He 18 ; deGrous,' that 1 | 
© be preſent orga occaſion. Bur cl 
© I have promiſed him, at his requeſt, 
that I will be HO the day ix 
4 2 GED — 8 — 
0 every - thing pro prepared. 
He is 1 tang the li- 
© rence ready. ; ; 


tereſts. | | 
© I owned to you, when in town 


'* Laſt, that I took flight notice to my 


dear friend of the miſunderſtanding 
© between you and his niece; and that 
I did this, for fear the lady ſhould 
„ have ſhewp any little diſcontent in 


have 
* is preſence, had I been able to pre- 


-< vail upon him to go up in perſon, as 
then was doub ar fu 


© nothing of that diſcontent remains 

© now. | 

12 * * My abſence, 7 75 your meſſenger 
e 3 


1 ſpeaks very kindly of you, 


— 


| 
| 
| 
| 


I went out at eight o'clock in high 


776 


s 8 


in by him. 4 5 [6539 Hort 

; © Be pleaſed to make my moſt re- 
« fpetful compliments acceptable: to 
che admirable lady, and believe me 


do be hour moff faithful: and obedient 
6 e. N r 11 


D Axronr TOMLINSON." 


This letter J ſealed, and broke open. 
It was brought, thou mayeſt ſuppoſe, 
by. a particular meſſenger; the ſeal 
Weh a one as the writer need not be 
aſhamed of. I took care to enquire af. 
ter the captain's health, in my belov- 
ed's hearing; and it is now ready to'be 


| 228 as a pacifier,” according as 


the ſhall te on, or reſent, if the two 
metamorphoſes happen purſuant to my 
wonderful dream; as, having great 
Faith in dreams, I dare ſay they will. 
1 chink it will not be amiſs, in 


changing my cloaths, to have this let: 


ter of the worthy captain lie if my 
bloyeloway, 


4 


4 5 8 FORD, ESQ, 8 
n n 


5 | 7 2 \ 4 . f : . 
M. LOVELACE, TO JOHN BEL- 


y 3 
o 


- 


Verden, JUNE a1. 


* who but a fe hours ago had 


Dreams ſleeping and Dreams waking, 


and was pleaſing myſelf with the dia- 
Jogues between. the old matronly lady, 
and the youn | 


lady; and with t 
two metamorphoſes, (abſolutely aſ- 


"ver more depend upon thoſe flying fol- 


ies; thoſe illuſions of a fancy ſepraved, N 


Thus confoundedly have matters 


good humour with myſe}f, in order to 


plotting-mi reſs and eorrupted ma id 


only ordering Will to keep a gott 
look. out for fear his lady ſhould miſ- 


truſt ny plot, or miſtake a hackney- 
coach 


But firſt T ſent to 


* 1 


1 
* 


Ar ſhall I ſay nowi—I, 


ſuch faith in dreams, and had propoſed 
out of hand ane, det rene of 


ſured that every-thing would happen 
us my dream chalked eng mall ne- 


(give the ſought. for opportunity to the 


bow the. did; (+ co 
. , 


CLARISSA HARLOWE, 
«came, muſt excuſe me for not writ- 


and received for anſwer; · Very ill. 


© had a very bad night: which latter 
was but too probable: fince this I 


know, that pregile who have plots in 

their heads as ſeldom have as deſerve 
ones. DE OSIRIS ey” 

I defired a phyſician might be called 

in; but was refuſed. Þ 


I took-a'walk in St. James's Park, 


-congratulating myſelf all the way on 
my rare inventions: then, impatient, .T 


took a coach, with one of the windows 
guite up, the other almoſt up, playin 
at bo · peep at every chariot I ſaw 5 


in my way to Lincoln's Inn Fields: 


and when arrived there, I ſent the 
coachman to deſire any one of mother 
H. 's family to come to me to the coach - 
ſide, not doubting but I ſhould have 
intelligence of my fair fugitive there; 
it being then half an hour after ten. 
A ſervant came, who gave me to 
underſtand, that the matron 
juſt returned by herſelf in the chariot. 


* 


lady was 


Frighted out of my wits, I alighted, 


and heard from the mother's own 


mouth, that Dorcas had engaged her to 


protect the lady; but came to tell her 


afterwards, that ſhe had changed her 


mind, and would not quit the houſe. 
i 4 aſtoniſhed, not knowing what 
might have happened, I ordered the 
coachman to laſh away to our mother's. 
Arriving here in an inſtant, the 
firſt word 
were ſafe?. 


Mr. Lovelace gives here a © fir- 
_ eamflantial relation. of all that 
Paſſed between the lady and Dor- 
cat. But as be could only gueſs at 
bier motives for refuſing. to. go of, 
_ .; awhen Dorcas told her, that Be had 


tze ;@dowager lady, it is thought 
Proper to, omit his relation, _ to 
Suppl it by, ſome memoranda, of 
the lady's. But it is fir, neceſſary 


thoſe memoranda were made. 
Je reader may remember, that in 
the letter written to Miſs Howe, 


21 ber eſcape to Hampflead®,; be 


promiſes to give ber the particulars 
of. ber Felt ar 1 c 


| 55 bad indeed thoughts of continn- 
ch/ for the 14 chart. 


ing ber account of c very - thing that 
bad paſſed between her. and Mr. 
7 S993 of Fye > 


», 


£ Lh# % g ſl — 
— 2 N r 4 4 
- "1 „ 4K » : * * 
e ede Vole V. pr 6368 n 
- 1 FE 8 7 ; EB ESW ik * * p. 3 1 
* 7 * - * 4 * 
bo ; 
4 | Lovelace 
1 FA 1 ) ; » 


ii account far the occaſion on which. 


aſked, was, If the lady 


engaged for her the protect ion of 


| CLARISSA HARLOWE. 


+... Lovelace, fince her laſ narrative 
fetter. But the uncertainty fe 
at in from that time, with the 
erxecrable treatment ſhe met with on 
ber being deluded: back again; fol- 

. lowed by a week's delirium; bad 

Bitberto hindered her from proſe- 
_ ._ Eutins ber intention. But, never - 


Fs 


_ | theleſs, having it flill in ber view 


+ to perform ber promiſe as ſoon as 
he had opportunity, ſbe made mi- 
nutes of every · tbing as it paſſed, 
An order to belp ber memory: 
which; as ſbe obſerves in one place, 
ne could leſs truſt to ſince her late 
diſorders than before. | 
In theſe minutes, or book of memo- 
randa, e obſerves, That having 
_-  apprehenfions, that Dorcas might 
be a traitreſs, ſhe would have got 
away while ſhe was gone out to 
' fee for a coach; and actually ſlid 
.down-ſtairs with that iatent. But 
that, ſeeing Mrs. Sinclair in the 


entry, [Whom Dorcas bad planted 


there while ſbe went out] ſhe ſpeed - 


ed up again, unſeen, 
. Che then went 7 to the dining · room, 
and ſuau the leiter of Capiain Tom - 
* .' FJinſon: an which ſbe abſerves in 
dier memorandum-book as ſollogaus: 


How am I puzzled now — He 
© might leave this letter on purpoſe: 
©. none of the other papers left with it 
being of any conſequence... What is 
© the alternative?—To ftay, and be 
© the wife of the vileſt of men How 
my heart reſiſts that To attempt 
© to get off, and fail, ruin inevitable! 
© Dorcas may betray me! I doubt ſhe 
© is fall his implement! At his go- 
© ing out, he whiſpered her, as I ſaw, 
5 nnobſeryved—In a very familiar man- 


© ner too Never fear, Sir, with 


na curtſey. 55 

In her agreeing to connive at my 
« eſcape, ſhe provided not for her-own 
< ſafety, if I got away: yet had reaſon, 
tin that caſe, to expect his vengeance. 
© And. wants not forethought.— To 
© have taken her with me, was to be in 
© the power of her intelligence, if a 
4 2 l me, however, 
6. though I part not with my caution, 

4 keep. m AN Can there be any 
' n 5 1 a woman ?—0O yes! 


5 Map Single: heraupti—The Lord ( freely and juſtly as Thàve treated him 
©. deliver. mel—But, alas I have put I will not go, I think, "Arleaſty 


* w 7 


* 


7 


77 


©, myſelf out of the courſe of his pro- 


* tection by the natural means And 
am already ruined! A father's curſe 
© likewiſe againſt me! Having made 
© vain all my friends cautions and ſo- 
© licitudes, I muſt not hope for miracles 
© in my favour! !?! . 
If I do eſcape, what may become 
© 'of me, a poor, helpleſs, deſerted crea- 
© ture ! Helpleſs from ſex! From 
© circumſtances |! — Expoſed to every 
danger Lord prote&t mei! 
© His vile man not gone with him 
© Lurking hereabouts, no doubt, to 
© watch my ſteps I will not go away 
© by the chatiot, however. 


© THAT his e Inge come fo 
© opportunely! So like his man or- 
C N That Dorcas 9 
the ſudden thought !—Should have 
© the courage with the thought, to ads 
5 dreſs a lady in {$9 294 of an abſolute 
© ſtranger to that lady! That the lady 
© ſhould ſo readily conſent ! Vet the 
© tranſa&ion between them to take up 
ſo much time, their diſtance in degree 
© conſidered: for, arduous as the caſe 
© was, and precious as the. time, Dor= 
cas was gone above half an hour! 
© Yet the chariot was ſaid to be ready 
© at a grocer's not many doors off! 


Indeed ſome. elderly ladies arb 


* talkative: and there are, no doubt, 
© ſome good people in the world. 

© But that it ſhould chance to be a 
© widow lady, who could do what ſhe 
© pleaſed i That Dorcas ſhould know 


her to be ſo by the Lozenge ! Per- 
tion not uſually ſo _ 


£-ſons in her 
© knowing, I believe, in heraldry. 
Vet ſome may! for ſervants are 
© fond of deriving collateral honours 
6 55 1 as e 3 them, 
© from the quality, or people of ran 
$. whom they 3 But this ſly rs 
© yant not 


© Although I am reſolyed never to 
© have this wretch, yet, may I not tro 
© myſelf into my uncle's protection at 
c Kentifh Town or 

* nol e 
© him? May. net the evil I know, 75 
'4. leſs. than: what I oy fall into, if I 
can avoid fyrther villeiny ? Further 
« yillainy he has not yet threatened y 


Fa © ugh 


S 


ne with him! Thenithis 
' 6 letter of Tomlinſon !? 


Highgate, if I can- 
cape, before; and ſo et cat of * 


4 vali FE can thin es out of 
© the way * - 


* 
8 Tur fellow a villain! Ts wah, 
4 doubt, a vile wench. At laſt con- 
« cerned for her own ſafety. Plays off 
« I about a prope _ 

82 my hopes o getti „at pre- 
< ſent, over! Unhbap ee. 225 
4 whit further poi 12 ge. reſerved ! 
© Q how my heart riſes, at the neceſſity 
E Tan l be under to foo and con- 

© vexſe with ſo very vile a man!” 


LETTER VL, 


| bk. LOVBLACE, ro JOun BELY 


FORD, r 
; WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON. 
ISAPPOINTED inher me 
ditated eſe 2 againſt 
her will, en To room; 
ve o 2 7 
perhaps apy art in NS 
„ I expeed that the 


tion. But I e 
= . for her 422 1 


ex 
from the contents of the letter a Cap- 
tain Tomlipſon, which Dorcas told me 
me had ſeen—and from the time ſhe had 
dad to cool and refle& fince ſhe laſt ad- 
mitted me to her preſence, that ſhe 
© would not have carried it ſo frongly 
through as the did. - 

As I entered thedinin .roon, Fcon- 
atulated her and myſelf upon her 
recovery. And would have en 
| her hand, with an air of reſpectful ten- 


$4 but the was reſolved to begin | 


the left off. 
She turned from me, drawing i in her 
hand, with a repulſing and indignant 
I meet you once more, ſaid 
me, © becau I cannot help it. What 
© have 
| 4 to be thus detained againſt my will?. 
Witt the utmoſt ſolemnity 8 
F aviour, 1 
_ faw Thad nothing: 
Letter in my pocket, I faid, I feeling for 
_ Hy although. L had not taken it from 


a flip doun-ſtait . 


the . | 


I had been loth to ſhew it to her 


" CLARISSA: HARLOWE., 
the table where I left it in a8 Game | 


room] the contents of which, if at- 
tended to, would make us both "ba py· 
ore, 


becauſe I hoped to prevail upon her to 


in ſuch a e 


be mine . than the day mentioned 
in ĩt. 

1 5 for ĩt in all my pockets, watch- 
ing her eye mean time, whi ch 1 faw 
glance towards the table where it lay. 

I was uneaſy that : _ not find it 
At laſt, direted a ner ſl 1 
2 it on the the further end 


the room. 

ik I fetched it. Be pleaſed 
© to read that letter, Madam; Lich an 
air of ſatisfied-affurance/ * | 

She took it, and caſt her eye over it, 
areleſs way, as made it evi- 
dent, that ſhe had read it before: and 
then unthankfully toſſed it into the 
window-ſeat before her. 

Iu her to bleſs me to-morrow, 
or Fri y morning: at leaſt, that ſhe 
would not render vain heruncle' —5 
f een kind endeavours to bring 


| a reconciliation among us all. 


* 


_ © who has 
© poſe to avoid ſeeing Arr ane ho 


I have deſpiſt 


Are Why am 1 
3 7 . © thou haſt 


255 have patience. It 5 


* She tees. to do thisz but was proventes by the fellow's/ 


Abi, 'fays hie . 
(Tha tbr bim en @ like receſs ae 


lo 


6 us all!” repeated the, with 
an air equally diſdainful and incredu- 
lous. * 0 eee thou art ſurely 
< nearly allied to the Deceiver, 
* in thy endeavour to ſuit temptations 
© to inclinations!—But what honour, 
hat faith, what veracity, were it 

« poſſible that 1 could enter pro pa 
4 N chee on monty; erp it ĩs 
© not) may I ex m ch a man 
* as thou 44 ſhewn thyſelf to he ?” 

I was touched to the quick. © A lady 
« of your perfect character, Madam, 
herſelf fick, on pur- 


© adored her, ſhould n 
- © I know what thou wouldſt ſay,” 
interru ſhes Twenty and twenty 
ings, that my _ 
© been above bei avid 
1 


F been brought into 
thy compan 


would by 
of, and which 
elf for, have 
the infection o 

pany's and by the proving 
laid me under, of a 
mean. But 1 thank God, 


© as Iam, that I am not, — 
7 ſolow, as to with to be thine,” 


I, Madam, 2 ' 
he 


-_ 


ELARISSA 


©.to reproach. But your uncle is not 


© in a plot againſt you, it ĩs to be hoped. 
6 Shen are eee in the letter 
© you have caſt your eyes overs" 

1 in ſhe 2 9 Why 
© once more I aſk you, am I detained 
© in this houſe?—Do not I ſee myſelf 
6. ſurrounded by wretches, who, though 
they wear the habit of my ſex, may 
« yet, as far as I know, lie in wait for 
8 my perdition ?* | 

She would be very loth, I faid, that 
Mrs. Sinclair and her nieces ſhould be 
called up to vindicate themſelves, and 
their houſe. 

Would but they kill me, let them 
© come, and welcome. I will bleſs 
© the hand that will ſtrike the blow 
Indeed Iwill.“ | | 

« *Tis idle, very idle, to talk of dying. 
Mere Fang. . talk, when con- 
© trouled by thoſe they hate. 
me beſecch you, deareſt creature 
© © Befeech me nothing. Let me not 
be detained thus againſt my ill! 
© Unhappy creature, that I am!* faid 
the, in a Find of phrenzy, wringing her 
ou at ae ſame 1 and 3 
from me, her eyes lifted up— Thy 
© curſe, O m De father, . to 2 
* now in the eight of it's operation 
My weakened mind is full of fore - 
1 5 that I am in the way of be- 


© ing a loſt creature as to both worlds? 


« —Bleſſed, bleſſed God,” ſaid ſhe, fal- 
ing on her knees, ſave'me, O fave m 


© from myſelf, and from this man!* _ 


I ſunk down on my knees by her 
exceſſively affected O that I could 
«© recal yeſterday! — Forgive me, m 
6: deareſt creature, forgive what is paſt, 
. © as it cannot now but by one way be 

© retrieved. Forgive me only on this 
© condition—That my future faith and 
© honour - RES |. 
She interrupted me, xiſing If you 
© mean to beg of me, never to ſeek to 
« avenge myſelf by law, or by an ap- 


+ peal to my relations, to my coin 
c M particular, when he comes 


Morden in 
© to Eugland g- | 
-< Dn 2 8 * — {She 
" ſtarted] * and all thoſe 189 whom you 
4 roy appealing I defy both the 
Done and the other — All I beg, is 
©'YOUR a e and that you will, 
on my unfeigned contrition, re · eſta · 
_ "© blifh ine in y ur favouvrr. 


Ono, no, nol' lifting up her claf 
i * 


Ipods © I never, never Wits 


But let . 
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© never can forgive you Aud it i 
c puniſhment > death to — 


© that I am obliged to meet vou, or to 


6 ee u' 2 ; 1 SE | 
This is the laſt time, my deareſt 
© life, that you will ever ſee me in this 
© promesy on this occaſion : and again 
I kneeled to her. Let me hope, that 
© you will be mine next Thurfday, your 
uncleꝰs birth .day, if not before. 
© Would to Heaven I had never been 4 
< villain! | Your indignation is not, 
© cannot be greater, than my remorſe. 
And I took hold of her gown, far ſhe 
was Bent from me. 178 
Be remorſe thy portion . For thine 

* own ſake, be remorſe thy portion - 
« never, never will forgive thee -I 
© never, never will be thinel Let me 
© retire! = Why kneeleſt thou ta the 
& wretch whom thou haſt ſo vi 

s humbled?” . 


© Say but, deareſt creature, you will 
c eee but you 88 
both our families ies of you. I 
© will not riſe — I will not permit you 
. 

n till you tell me you will coz- 

F. Fats din — Weigh well 
* your fituation, and mine. Sa 
6 will withdraw to. confider; Jan we 
£ will not prefume to withold yon, 
© Compulijon ſhall do nothing with 
© me, Though a flave, a priſoner, in 
F e. e E in my 
« wiitt—Nothingweill Ie thes 
„ Witheld, compellede=Nathing will 
6 promiſe thee ! SEL t BY 
Noble creature! But net i 
© cable, I hope!—Promiſe me but ts 
return in an hour 587 81 
* — ers miſe thee!? - 
Say but you will ſee me again this 
F 
e cou it wertin 
* my pocver to ſay—el never will fee 
© thee more l Would to Heaven I'ne- 
© ver were to ſee thee more!” IS, 


"= 
% * 


- * Iſpegk, though with Ny C6 r= men 
© the Ae uz af my heart. 
that I could avoid looking down upon 
< thee; mean groveler, and abject as 
< infulting—Let me wi \—My 
© ſoul is in tumults !-- Let me with- 
I quitted wy bats to claſp my hands 
ther" Withdraw, O fovereign of 

: 2 


2 


SS 


* 


© felf—Do not thou vpbrai 


0 my; fate) "Withdraw, if you auill in his e to. an extreme de gree, 
_©-withdraw)—My deſtiny ie in your: occaſioned by d Gipking a great quantity 
perlt depends upon your breath? of lemonade. _ 


Ford, this dear 


our ſcorn but augments my love! 


* Vour reſentment is but tuo well 
founded i But, deareſt creature, wm 


© turn, return; with a reſolution to b 


Prim” vegan Wy your. faigh i 


© adorert? 
- She e from 3 The angel, as 


5 ſoon as he found ber wipgs, flew from 
me. I the reptile kneeler, the deſpica- 


ble flave, no more the proud victor, 
atoſe ; and, retiring, tried to comfort 
myſelf, that, circumſtanced as ſhe is, 

töte of friends and fortune; her 


| uncle, -moxeover, who is to. reconcile 


all ſo ſdon, (as, I thank my Ern, he 
Kill believes) expected. 

O that ſhe would forgive mel — 
Would ſhe but generouſly forgive me, 
Hoo receive my vows at the altar, at 

t of her forgiving me, that 

not have Tow: to 11991 1 =_ ? 

old judices lo— my ſoul, Bel- 
225 JA irl jo the lie to all 
our rakith- mazims. There muſt be 


ſomething more than a name in virtue! 


I now ſee that 1 ſub- 
red, always ſubdue, is an egre- 
fal 1 But, oh, Jack! ſhe 
never un. ſubdued. What have I ob- 


- tained, but an (increaſe, of 22 _ 


confuſion While ber gl 
eſtabliſhed by her 3 

This one merit is, however, left n De. 
that T have laid all her ſex under obli- 
pation: to me, by akich this noble 
creature to pre ; fo 3 
5 have done honour to em 


II. 8 

ED 10 more will I 1 
Whit u force have evil habits!—T will 
aake an.airing; and try to fly from my- 
me on my 


weak fit: On my contradictory 0 
poſex—On--my 8 
will be be well. 


85 Abrrres ma: 


Ry s £2 a bigs” »> rep nse ge wen. 
1 \ Mavis juſt now 


vp "#y 2 
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A man of 8000l. a year to prefer his 
ite to his health He Wee. to 
ie !-—But we have all of us our inor- 
dinate,, paſſions to gratify; and they 
generally, bring their puniſhment along 
with them.—So, witneſſes the nephew, 
as well as the uncle. 
The fellow was ſent upon other buſi- 
neſs; but ſtretched his orders a little, 
to make his court to a ſucceſſor, ; 
IJ am glad I was not at M. Hall, at 
the time my lord took the grateful. doſe. 
[It was certainly grateful. to iim at the 
time.] There are people in the world, 
who would have had the wickedneſs to 
ay, that I had perſuaded him to Sk 


The man ſays, that his fordſki; an 
ſo bad hen he came away, that the fa- 


2 0 n to talk of ſending for me, 
. As I know the old peer 
fn 4 deal of caſh by him, of 


which: X: ſeldom keeps account, it be- 
homes me to go down as ſoon as I can. 
But what ſhall I do with this dear 921 
ture the while? To- morrow over, I 
ſhall, perhaps, be able to anſwer m 
own, queſtion, I am afraid the il 
make me deſperate. | | | 
For here have I ſent to implore her 
wh and > ph denied with corn. 


I ravs been ſo ba 0 as to receive, 
this moment, a third letter from my 
dear correſpondent Miſs Howe. A little 
ſevere devili—lIt, would have broken 
the heart of my beloved, had it fallen 
into her hands. I will welofs a copy 
A e eee 


| . TvzDAY, JUNE 20, 
© MY DEAREST M188 HARLOWE, 
A AIN I venture to write to you, 

(almoſt againſt inclination 3] 
135 6h by your former conveyance, 
ittle as I like it. 
I know not how it is with you. 11 
© may be bad; 193, and then it would 
hard to e you, for a ſilence you 
may ngt be able to help. But If os | 

c wha ſhall I ſay 8 enough, that 

. have not anſwered either of my 


Fs arrived from. M. letters? The firſt ® of which (and 
; Hall; Who tells me, that my lord I think it imported you too much to 
wi in nts,” agus. . , Tha gour « be b ent 800 16 yd * 1 re- 
EA 5 HOLY 0 2 £2 Ho _ vl * See vol. v U-. \ * =. wo ; hp : 2 | 
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© ceipt of. The other, which was de- 
© Hyered into your own. hands“, was 


© fo prefling for the favour of a line 


© from you, that I am amazed I could 
not be obliged. — And ſtill more, that 
© I have not heard from you ſince. ' 
The fellow made fo ſtrange a ſtory 
of the condition he ſaw you in, and 
of your ſpeech to him, that I know 
not what to conclude'from it: only, 
that he is a ſimple, blundering, and 
yet conceited fellow, who, aiming at 
deſcription, and the ruſtick wonder - 
ful, gives an air ofbumpkinly romance 
to all he tells. That this is his cha- 
racter, you will believe, when you are 
informed, that he deſeribed you in 
grief exceſſiveſt, yet ſo improved id 
your perſon and features, and ſoro/y, 
that was his word, in your face, and ſo 
fluth-coloured, and ſo plump in your 
arms, that one would conclude you 
were labouring under the operation 
of ſame malignant poiſon; and ſo 
much the rather, as he was eee 
to you, when you upon a couch, 
from which you oer — to riſe, or 
e HE rare 
Upon my word, Miſs Harlowe, Iam 
. n diſtreſſed upon your account; 
for I muſt be fo free as to ſay, that, ih 
your ready return with'your-deceiyet, 
© you have ngt at all anſwered: my ex 
« pectations, nor aRed up to your own 
character: for Mrs. Townſend tells 
© me, from the women at Hampſtead, 
© how chearfully you put yourſelf into 
© his hands again: yet, at the time, It 
6 . impoſſible you ſhould be mar- 
4 rie 1 N an 71 1 
Lord, my dear, what pity it is, that 
© you took ſo much pains to get from 
© the man!—But you know beſt! — 
Sometimes I think it could not he you 
to whom the ruſtick delivered my 
6 letter.” But it muſt too: yet it is 
© ſtrange I could not have one line by 
him Not one!-—-And you ſo ſoon 
well enough to go with the wretch 
ie + Pf 1 Dit nn * 
1am not ſure, that the letter I am 
© now writing will come to your hands: 
4 fo ſhall not ſay half that I have upon 
© my mind to ſay. But if you think 
4 it worth : 
4 pray let me know, what fine ladies, 
eo bis relations, thoſe were, who viſited 


A „ > A a A 


oo 


„ „ „ a „„ „„ „„ „ „ „ 


$.you at Hampſtead, and carried you 
"$$; E See Vol. V. p. 721. j 


+ 
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At my net me 
at fix this morning. She was ready 
deſſed for ſhe has not had herifloaths 
off ever ſince ſhe declared, that they 


awhile to write to me, 


© back again ſo jopfully, ton plate thee 


I had ſo fully warned you But [ ; 


vill ſay no more: at leaſt till LI 
more: for Ican do nothing but won · 

der, and ſtand amaz e. 

Notwithſtanding all the A 

neſs, *tis plain there was more 

a lurking love Good Heaven! 


" 2 


Cc 
4 
But F have done Vet I know not 
© how 8to have done, neither? Vet 1 
6 VVV 


| muſt] evill. 11 S430 96 
Only account to me, my dear, for 
hat I cannot at all account far; and 
inform me, whether you are reall 
© married, or not. — And then 1 
know, whether there mi or muſt 
© not, he a period ſhorter than that of 
« 


one of our lives, to a friendſhip-which 


bas hitherto been the pride and boaſt 


5 of you neces ood Ion nothing 
7, 45041542 11 SLARCNATEIOWE.,” 
. , ' 1 , % 


: - Dorcas tells me, that ſhe has juſt 
now had'aſeerching converſation, as ſhe 
calls it, with! her lady .:ioSher ts: will. 
ing, ſhe tells the wench, ſtill ta place 
her confidence in her. Dorcas hopes 
ſhe has re · aſſured herz but wiſhes me 
not to depend upon it. Vet Captain 


Tomlinfon's letter muſt aſſuredly weigh. 
with her: I ſent it in juſt now b 


i 1 Dor- 
cas, defiring her to re · peruſe it. And 
it was not returned me, as I feared it 


would be. And that's a god figny I 


d — «EO " , 
think. * 185 
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lay, Fehink, and I chink,ofor this 


78 


charming creature, entangled' as I am | 


in my o inventions, puzzles ans. ten 


thouland times more than I br. 
$5 e ff; ws f 
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MR. LOVELACE, | TO!JOHN: (BEL 
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1 5 r 


> THURSDAY. Noon, Jun 22. 


1* T. me perith, if I know what to 
IL make either of myſelf or of this 


ſurprizing creature - Nom calm, no 
tempeſtuous—But I know.thoyJoyeſt 


not anticipation any more t 


never more ſhould be off I. 


And charmingly the lookedj "with 


1 f * 
DA 


1 20 F P n 9 2 
* * Ibid. 1E 


* 


— T —— 
* 


_< All rn 
'© wrongs you have done me, I diſt mo 


78 


the difadva E a three hours vdo. 
lent ſtomach for Doreas told me 
thatfhc had been really ill) no reſt, and 


—— ved, and fwelled with weeping. 
to me, that thoſe charming 
— have not been long ago ex- 
A4nvoſted! But ſhe is a woman. And J 
believe anatomiſts allow, that women 
ve more watery heads than men. 
$ Well, my deareſt creature, I hope 
have nov thorou 

[thi contents of Captain Tomlin- 

. ſon's letter. But as we are thus early 
1 "on det me 1 to make this 


bro rw yu ed not favourably pon we. 


: pr eh hung” upon her brow at her 
Entrancer but as ſhe was going to an- 
Len me, u. ſtill greater ſ ity took 


n of her charming features. 
© Yourair;andyour countenance, my 
c beloved creature, wy not ee 
®:20 me. Let me bego re you 
*'ſpeak; to forbear — ther reerimi- 


_ © nations for already L have ſuch a 
ſtuſe of my 


vileneſs to you, that I 
#know not how to bear the reproaches 
of My mind.? 
4 0 iT have been endeavouring,” wid 
bee am not permitted to avoid 
{to obtain 2 292 
2 never more expected to. ſee you in. 
* How'long I may enjoy it, I cannot 
1 — as * I hope 1 hall be enabled 
6 db x0 without 3 
ook. ar hit Lex preſſed Yo 
and could: 8 rh , a 
After u e (for 5 00 atten- 
tion) thus the 
It is eaſy for me, Mr. Lovelace, 
© to ſee, that —.— 8 in- 
7 e e e I comply not your 
ſes, whatever they gre. I will 
them to be what you faſolemn - 


"8 * _ —_ Hut I have told 


* you as fo , my mind, that I 


4 1 never aur, 1 


<<. 1 man's 
— e 


I want but to ſlide im ſome 


52 corner, to hide myſelf from you, and 
* from-everyvone 


; ho ence teretune me. 
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ed © the hig 
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2. The deſire lately ſo near r of 
© ga reconciliation with my friends, is 
© much abated. They ſhall not re. 


© ceive me now,/if they would. n 


© in mine bn eyes, I now think m 
« ſelf unworthy of their favour. * | 
the anguiſh of my ſoul, therefore, I 
© conjure you, Lovelace,” [tears in her 
eyes] to leave me to my fate. In 
doing ſo, you will give me a pleaſure, 
I now can know.. 
__ © Whither, my deareſt life 
No matter whither. I will leave 
© to Providence, when I amout of this 
© houſe, the direction of my future 
«© ſteps., I am ſenſible enough of m 
« deſtitute condition, I know, that 
* have not now a friend in the world. 
© Even Miſs Howe has given me up 
© or you are—But I would fain keep 
my temper |—By your means I have 
“ loſt them all—And you have been a 
© barbarous enemy to me. You know | 
© you have.“. 


The evils 1 have ſuffered," pro- 


ceeded ſhe, [turning from me] : how- 


.* ever irreparable, are but /emporary 


© evils. Leave me to my hopes of be- 

ing enabled to obtain the Divine for- 

Saane for the offence I have been 

in to gi ve to my parents, and to 

« virtue; that ſo I may avoid the evils 

* that are anore than temporary. This 

© is now all I have to wiſh for. And 

« what is it that I demand, that I have 

* nota to, and from which it is 
£ an illegal violence to withold me? 


It was impoſſible for me, I told har C 


plaioly;;to'comply, I beſought her to 
give me her hand 4 this — 22 # 
could not live without her. I commu- 
nicated to her my lord's illneſe, as a 
reaſon why I not to ſtay for her 
wnrcle's anniverfary. I beſought her to 
e me with her conſent; and after the 


_— was paſſed, to accompany me 
© And thus, my deareſt 
« Rk ſaid 1, will you be freed from 


to which you have conerived 
Y=0 antipathy 


2 was a prinecly 


/%/%ͤ ³ A May 1 not be able to 
prevail . Nr If I can- - 


4 net but him and my uncle, | hope] Lg pes eee 
nne him then. Bur I would fain Ay wretch, or to, give him an 
© expeRtation which I intend nok to anſwer. Pran ſs of my own reſolutions, my 


wich me dee a man. 


_ offer, © 


Ew " 
Lt 5 E 
= : *. 
* 1 
We 


tro 
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offer. And 1 was reſolved to be as 
5 as my word. I thought I had 
killed my conſcience, as I told thee, 
Belford, ſome time ago. But con- 
ſcience, I find, though it may be tem- 
rarily ſtifled, cannot die; and when 
It dare not fpeak aloud, will whiſper, 
And at this inſtant, I thought I felt 
the revived varleteſs (on but a flight re- 
de motion) writhing round my 
pericardium like a ſerpent; and in the 
action of a dying one (collecting all it's 
force into it's Jad ) fix it's plaguy 
fangs into my heart. 
She heſitated, and looked down as 
if irreſolute, And this ſet my heart 
up at my mouth. And believe me, I 
had inftantly popt in upon me, in ima- 
gination, an old ſpectacled parſon, with 
a white furplice thrown over a black 
habit, [A fit emblem of the halcyon 
office, which, under a benign appear- 


- ance, often introduces a life of ſtorms. 


and tempeſts] whining and ſnuffling 
through his noſe the irrevecable cere- 


mony. 
1 They! now, my dear life,” ſaid I, 
ſnatching her hand, and preſſing it to 
my lips, that your ſilence bodes me 
ood.” Let me, my beloved creature, 
ave but your facit conſent; and this 
© moment I will ſtep out and engage A 
ow 


© 
(2 


_ © miniſter.” And then Ipromiſed 


much my whole future life ſhould be 
devoted to her commands, and that I 
would make her the beſt and tendereſt 
of huſbands. ; | 


At laft, turning to me, I have told. 


© yon my mind, Mr. Lovelace, ſaid 
me. Think ou, that I could thus 
© ſolemnly=" There ſhe ſtopt—* Tam 
© too much in your power, proceeded 
ſhe; © your priſoner, rather than a per- 
© ſon free to chuſe for myſelf, or to ſay 
« what I will do or be—But, as a teſti- 
© mony that you mean me well, let me 


_ © inftantly quit this houſe; and I will 


then give you ſuch an anſwer in'writ- 


ing, as beſt befits my unhappy cir- 


E cumftances.” | 

And ĩmagineſt thou, faĩreſt, thought 
T, © that this will go down with a Love - 
* lace? Thou oughteſt to have Known 
© that free · Iivers, like miniſters of ſtate, 
never part with a power put into their 
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© hands, without an 
twice the value. 

I pleaded, that if we joined hands 
this morning, (if not, to-morrow; if 
not, on Thurſday, ber uncle's birth- 
day, and in his preſence) and after- 


783 


| equivalent of / 


' wards, as I had propoſed, ſet out for 


Berks; we ſhould, of courſe, quit this 
houſe; and, on our return to town, 
ſhould have in readineſs the houſe I 
was in treaty for. 

She anſwered me not, but with tears 
and ſighs; fond of believing what 1 
hoped, I imputed her ſilence to the mo- 
deſty of her ſex. The dear creature, 
(thought I) ſolemnly as ſhe began 
© with me, is ruminating, in a ſweet 
* ſuſpenſe, how to put into fit words 
* the gentle purpoſes of her conde- 
© ſcending heart. But, look ing in her 
averted face with à ſoothing e ee 
I plainly perceived, that it was reſent- 
ment, and not baſhfultieſs, that was 
ſtruggling in her boſom ®, | | 
At laft, ſhe broke filence=" I have 
© no patience,” ſaid ſhe, © to find my - 
* ſes a ſlave, a priſoner, in a vile 
© houſe—Tell me, Sir, in ſo many 
© words tell me, whether it be, or be 
© not, your intention to permit me to 
quit it? To permit me the freedom 
© which is my birthright as an Engliſh 
© ſubje?? | | 
Will not the conſequence of your 
© departure hence be that I ſhall loſe 
ou for ever, Madam ?—And can 1 

ar the thoughts of that? 8 
She flung from me—* My foul diſ- 
© dains to hold parley with thee," 
were her violent words—But I threw 
myſelf at her feet, and took hold of 
her reluctant hand, and began to im- 
precate, to vow, to promiſe—But thus 
the paſſionate beauty, interrupting me, 
Went View I iS . 

_ * Tam ſick of thee, Man One con- 
© tinued ſtring of vows, oaths, and 
© proteſtations, varied only by time 
© and place, fills thy mouth! Why 
© detaineſt thou me! My heart riſes 
© againſt thee, O thou cruel implement 
. of my brother's cauſeleſs Vengeance— 
© All I beg of thee, is, that thou wilt 
remit me the future part of my fa- 
* ther's dreadful curſe | Phe temporary 


" oa 
c 


This lady, in her minutes, owns the difficulty ſhe lay under to keep her temper in this 
conference. © But when I found, ſays ſhe, © that all my entreaties were ineffectual, and 


* 


* 
* " 
HP 


© that he was reſolved to detain me, I'could no longer withold my impatience,” 


58 part, 


— ⁵iX— cer 
4 
£ 


| © part, baſe and ungrateful as thou 
© art! thou haſt compleated!” 


turning 
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I was ſpeechleſs !—Well I might! 
Her brother's implement! — James 
Harlowe's implement!—Zounds, Jack! 
what words were theſe! 

let go her ſtruggling hand. She 


took two or three turns croſs the room, 


her whole haughty foul in her air. 
Then agg, me, but in ſilence, 

rom me, and again to me, in 
a milder voice I ſee thy confuſion, 
Lovelace. Or is it thy remorſe ? 


1 have but one requeſt to make thee 


The requeſt ſo often repeated 
That thou wilt this moment permit 


me to quit this houſe. Adieu, then, 


jet me ſay, for ever, adieu! And 
© mayſt thou enjoy that happineſs in 
© this world, which thou half robbed 
me of; as thou haſt of every friend I. 
c have in it! a 
And faying this, away ſhe flung, 
leaving me in a confuſion ſo great, that 


I knew not what to think, ſay, or do. 
But Dorcas ſoon rouzed me DO 


you know, Sir, running in haſtily, 
© that my lady is gone down ſtairs !* 
No, fure!'—And down I flew, 
and found her once more at the ſtreet- 
door, contending with Polly. Horton to 
get out. | 


She ruſhed by me into the fore-par- 


Jour, and flew to the window, and at- 
tempted once more to throw up the 
faſh—* Good people! Good people!” 
cxied ſhe. 


I caught her in my arms, and lifted . 


her from the window. Fu being afraid 
of hurting the charming creature, 
3 in her very rage) ſhe ſlid 
through my arms on the floor. Let 


me die here! Let me die here}* were 


her words; remaining jointleſs and im- 
moveable, till Sally and Mrs. Sinclair 


. hurried in. 


- "She was viſibly terrified at the fight 


of the old wretch; while I (ſincerely 
affected) appealed, © Bear witneſs, Mrs. 


Sinclair !—Bear witneſs, Miſs Mar- 
< tin!-=Miſs Horton Every one bear 
witneſs that I offer not violence to 
© this beloved creature! 5 


She then found her feet —. O hou ſe,” 


leſs, ſhe ſuſpects) is to find a way to engage the protection of her uncle, and even of the | 
eſſary. He ſhall ſee, ſays ſhe, tame and 


civil magiſtrate, on Thurſday, next, if nec 
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[looking towards the windows, and all 


round her, O houſe} contrived on 
c ane for my ruin!” ſaid ſhe—* But 
© let not that woman come into my pre- 
© ſence—Nor that Miſs Horton nei- 
© ther, who would not have dared to 
© contronl me, had ſhe not been a baſe 
© one 8 ; ! "> 
Hoh, Sir — Hoh, Madam !' voci- 
ferated the old dragon, her arms kem- 
boed, and flouriſhing with cne foot to 
the extent of her petticoats— What 
© ado's here about nothing II never 
knew ſuch work in my life, between 
© a chicken of a gentleman, and a ty- 
« gerof a Jody 1 

She was vitibly affrighted: and up- 
ſtairs ſhe haſtened. A bad woman is 
certainly, Jack, more' terrible to her 
own ſex, than even a bad man. 

I followed her up. She ruſhed by 
her own apartment into the dining- 
room: no terror can make her forget 
her punctilio. 


o recite what paſſed there of in- 


vective, exclamations, threatenings, 
even of her own life, on one fide; of 
expoſtulations, ſupplications, and ſome - 
times menaces, on the other; would be 
too affecting; and, after my particula- 
rity in like ſcenes, theſe ings may as- 
well be imagined as expreſſed. . a 
I will therefore only mention, that, 
at length, I extorted a conceſſion from 
her. She had reaſon“ to think it would 


have been worſe for her on the ſpot, if 


ſhe had not made it. It was, That ſbe 
ον endeavour ta make: herſelf eaſy, 
till he ſaw what next Tourſdey, er 
uncle's hirth- day, would produce. But 


O that it were not a ſin, the paſſionately 


exclaimed on making this poor con- 


ceſſion, to put an end to her own life, 


rather than yield to give me but that 
aſſurance ! WE 1 | 
This, however, ſhews me, that ſhe, 


is aware, that the reluctantly · given aſ- 


ſurance may be fairly conſtrued into a 
matrimonial expectation on my ſide. 
And if the will zoww, even now, look. 
forward, I think, from my heart, that 


I will put on her livery, and wear. it- 


for life. 


What a ituationam.Lin, with all my. 


* The lady mentions, in her memorandum- book, that ſhe had no other way, as ſhe ap- 
prehended, to ſave. herſelf from inſtant diſhonour, but by. making this conceflion. Her 
only hope, now, ſhe ſays, if ſhe cannot eſcape by Dorcas's connivance, (whom, ' neverthe- 


© timid as he has thought me, what dare to do, to avoid ſo hated a compulſion, and a man 


©' capable of a baſeneſs ſo premeditatedly vile and inhuman. 


— 


ee 


wud 
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eurfed inventions! Iam puzzled, con- 
founded, and aſhamed of myſelf, upon 
the whole. To take ſuch pains to be 
a villain l- But (for the fifrie!h time) 
let me aſk thee, who would have thought, 
that there had been ſuch a woman in 
the world ?—Nevertheleſs, ſhe had beſt 
take care, that ſhe carries not her ob- 
ſtinacy mych farther, She knows not 
what revenge for ſlighted love will make 
me do. 

The buſy ſcenes I have juſt paſſed 


through, have given emotions to my 


heart, which will not be quieted one 


while. My heart, I ſee (on re-per- 
uſing what I have written) has commu- 
nicated it's tremors to my fingers; and 
in ſome places the charaQters are ſo in- 
diſtin and unformed, that thou'lt 
hardly be able to make them out. But 
if one half of them only is intelligible, 
that will'be'enough to expoſe me to thy 
contempt, for the wretched hand I have 
made of my plots and contrivances— 
But ſurely, Jack, I have gained ſome 
ground by this promiſe. 

And now, one word to the aſſurances 
thou ſendeſt me, that thou haſt not be- 
trayed my ſecrets. in relation to this 
charming creature. Thou mighteſt have 
ſpared them, Belford. My ſuſpicions 
held no longer than while I wrote about 
them *. For well I knew, when Ial- 
lowed myſelf time to think, that thou 
| hadſt no principles, no virtue, to he 
miſled by. A great deal of ſtrong en · 
vy, and alittle of weak pity, I * 
to be bis Berg Is HIND couldſt not 

rovoke my anger, and my com on 
Hoh ever Nadi; and bit gy on 
eſpecially entitled to it; becauſe thou, 
art a 77 fellow. . . 5 
All thy new expoſtulations in my be- 

| 8 behalf, I will anſwer when I 


* 
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55 .THURSDAY NIGHT, 
VONFOUNDEDLY out of hu- 

1 mour with this perverſe woman! 
Nor wilt thou blame me, if thou art 
my friend. She regards the conceſſion 
N the made, as à conceſſion extorted from 
222 


15 


Hall, was the ſubject 


mentioned to me, ſaid ſhe; © 


4 Ip it.“ 
| help it 
0 


$5 6d eee + 21 Jer vol. V. p. 757. 


. 
9 
her: and we are but juſt where we were 
before ſhe made it. 

With great difficulty Iprevailedupon 
her to favour me with her company for- 
one half-hour this evening. The ne- 
ceſſity I was under to $0 down to M. 

wanted to talk 
upon. 1 
I told her, that as ſhe had been fo 
good as to promiſe, that ſhe would en- 
eavour to make herſelf eaſy till ſhe. 
ſaw the Thurſday in next week over, 
I hoped that ſhe would not ſcruple to 
oblige me with her word, that I ſhould 
hind her here at my return from M. 
Hall, y 
Indeed ſhe would make me no ſuch 
promiſe. * Nothing of his houſe was 
ou 
© know it was not. - Anddo you think 
© that I would have given my conſent t9- 
c my impriſonment in it? | 80 
was plagaly nettled, and diſap- 
pointed too. If I go not down to. 
M. Hall, Madam, you'll. have no 
£ ſcruple to ſtay here, I ſuppoſe, till. 
© Thurſday is over? r 
© If I cannot help myſelf, I muſt—. 
© But I inſiſt upon being permitted to 
© go out pf this houſe, whether you. 
6 leave jt or not.” | 93 

Well, Madam, then I will comply 
* with your commands. And I go 
© out this very evening in queſt of 


| © lodgings that you ſhall have no ob- 


t 1 by 72 

I will have no lodgings o 
c providing, Sir—T wil . Mrs. 
* Moore's, at Hampſtead.” 

Mrs. Moore's, Madam ?—T have 
© no objection to Mrs. Moore's—But 
© will you give me your promile, to 
© admit me 7here to your preſence ?*- 

* As I do here—When I cannot 


ery well, Madam Will you be 

: d as jo let me now, what you 

< intend by your pronuſe to make your- 

r 3 
To endeayour, Sir, to make my- 


13 ſelf eaſy were the words 


Jill you ſaau what next Thurſday 
E- 2 57 mes i 
Ak me no queſtions that may en- 
© ſnare me. TI am too fincere for the 
© company I am in.“ 8 x 
"7 Let R aſk you, Madam, what, 
meant you, when you ſaid, that, were 


582 © it 


786. 


© it not a fin, you would die before 
© you gave me that aſfurance?” 
She was indignantly filent. 
© You thought, Madam, you had, 
c igiven me room to hope your pardon 
6 by it? | i 
5 © When I think I ought to anſwer 
yon with patience, Iwill ſpeak.” 
Do you think yourſelf in my power, 
ce Madam?“ OE OS, 
If I were not— And there ſhe 


t. . 

7 Deareſt creature, ſpeak out Al be- 
© ſeech you, deareſt creature, ſpeak 
eage.* © /f 

She was filent ; her charming face all 


E TUE 
+ Have you, Madam, any reliance 
upon my honour ?* ? | 
Still ſilent. E 
"© You hate me, Madam! You deſpiſe 
me more than you do the moſt adious. 
© of God's creatures (12: 
© You ought to deſpiſe me, if I did 
ok. | Tn 
© You ſay, Madam, you are in a bad 
£- houſe, You have 10 reliance upon 
t my honour—You believe you cannot 
6 avoid mM N | | 


She aroſe. I beſeech you, let me 


withdraw. 5 
I ſnatched. her hand, rifing, and 
preſſed it firſt'to my lips, and then to 
my heart, in wild diſorder. She might 
have felt the hounding miſchief ready, 
to burſt it's bars You all go To 
your own apartment, if you pleaſe— 
But, by the great God of Heaven, I. 
„will accompany yoy thither!! | 
She. trembled—+ Pray, Pray, Mr. 
© Lovelace, don't terrify me fo!” 
Be ſeated, Madam! I beſeech yqu, 
£be ſeated!” - hg Ui” 
<< Iwll pony = FE 5 
Do then. — All my ſoul in my. 
eyes, and my heart's blood throbbing 
at my fingers ends. TL HHH ; 
1 il will-You hurt me 
© Pray, Mr. Lovelace, don't don't 
© frighten me ſo.“ And down ſhe 
fats trembling; my hand ſtill graſping, 


# 1 

I hung over her throbbing boſom, 
and putting my other arm round her 
waiſt And. you Tay, you hate me, 
Madam And yqu ſay you deſpiſe. 
me. - And yau ſay, you promiſe mme 
© nothing - 7 5 


« Yes, yes, I d promiſe you—Let 


* me not be held down tu V ou ſee 


her hand, bowing; but 
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© I fat down when you bid me Why 


h [froggling] need you hold me down 


© thus ?—I did promiſe to endeavour 10 
© be eaſy till Thurſday was over! But 
© you won't let me- How can I be 
* eaſy?—Pray, let me not be thus ter- 
6 rified,” 


And what, Madam, meant you by 


© your promiſe? Did you mean any» 
© thing in 4; favour ?—You deſigned 
© that I ſhould, at that time, thinł you 
© did, Did you mean any-thing in my 
© favour, Madam ?—Did you inten 
© that I ſhould zhizk you did? 
© Let go my hand, Sir—Take away 
your arm from about me ſtrug- 


gling, yet trembling] © Why do you 


© gaze upon me ſo ?" 

« Anſwer me, Madam Did you 
© mean any-thing in my favour by your 
© promiſe ?? N 

Let me not be thus conſtrained to 
N 

en pauſing, and gaining more ſpi- 

rit, * Let me 6A ſaid ſhe: I am but 

© a woman—but a b t woman But 

© my life is in my own power, though 

© my Felde is not—I will not be thus 
© conſtrained.““ . 8 

© You ſhall not, Madam, quitting 

ny heart at 

my mouth, and hoping farther provo- 

cation. | - . Li FE 

She aroſe, and was hurrying away, 

I putſue you not, Madam—I,will 
© try your genęroſity.— Stop Return 
© — This moment ſtop, return, if, Ma- 
dam, you would not make me deſpe. 
rate.“ 


She ſtopt at the door; burſt into tears 
O Lovelace — How, how, have I 
c deſer ved | 


© Be pleaſed, deareſt angel, to re- 
b turn.“ N 


She came back But with declared 
reluctance; and imputing her compli- 
ance to terror. | 

Terror,. Jack, as -I have heretofore 
found out, though I have ſo little be- 
nefited by the diſcovery, muſt be my 
reſort, if ſhe make it neceſſary—No- 


thing elſe will do with” the inflexible 


charmer.. 
She ſeated herſelf over-againſt; 
extremely diſcompoſed But 5 
tion had a viſible predominance in her. 
features. 4 : | g 
I was. 


J was going towards her, With a 
untenance intendedly changed to love 
and ſoftneſs: * Sweeteſt, deareſt angel, 
4 SL, 6 * n pere 


+ 3 
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Fed 
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6363 1 4 * 


CLARISSA HARLO WE. 


were my words, in the tendereſt ac - 
cent: but, riſing up, ſhe inſiſted upon 
my being ſeated at a diſtance from her. 
I obeyed—and begged her hand over 
the table, to my extended hand; to ſee, 
as I ſaid, if in any-thing ſhe would 
oblige me—But nothing gentle, ſoft, 
or affectionate, would do. She refuſed 
me her hand! Was ſhe wiſe, Jack, to 
confirm to me, that nothing but terror 
would do? 
© Let me only know, Madam, if 
© your promiſe to endeavour to wait 


© with patiencetheevent of next Thurſ- 


© day, meant me favour?” 

Po you expect any voluntary favour 
from one to whom you give not a free 
choice? | 

Do you intend, Madam, to honour 
© me with you hand, in your uncle's 
« preſence, or do you not? 

My heart and my hand ſhall never 
© be ſeparated. Why, think you, did 
© I ſtand in oppoſition to the will of 
© my beſt, my natural friends? 
II I know what you mean, Madam 
Am I then as bateful to you as the 
vile Solmes ?? 8 

, * Aſk me not ſuch a queſtion, Mr, 
„Lovelace.“ . 

© I muft be anſwered. Am I as hate- 
© ful to you as the vile Solmes ?* _. 
Why do you call Mr. Solmes 
vile? 

Don't you think him ſo, Madam?“ 
© Why ſhould. I? Did Mr. Solmeg 
© ever do vilely by me?? 

Deareſt creature ! don't diſtraft me 
© by hateful, compariſons! And per- 
© haps by a more hateful preference. 

Don't 50, Sir, put queſtions: to 
me, that you know. I will anſwer 
© truly, though my anſwer. were ever 
© ſo much to enrage you. | 


My heart, Madam, my foul is all 


© yours-atpreſent, , But you muſt give 


© me hope, that your promiſe, in your 
on conſtruction, binds you, no ae 
«. cauſe: to the contrary, to ba mine on 


©. Thurſday, How elſe can I leave 
r 241-4 385 
Let me go to Hampſtead; and truſt 


to my favour,” 


4 May I truſt to it ? Say, only may : 


% eit te 0777 7nd dt! 0g hn © a6 
How will you truſt to it, if you 
5 extort an anſwer to this queſtion??ꝰ 
© Say only, deareſt creature, ſay only, 
may I truſt to your fayour, if you ga 


How dare you, Sir, if I. uf 
© ſpeak out, expect a promiſe of favour 
© from me? - What a mean creature 
© muſt you think me, after the un- 
« grateful baſeneſs to me, were to give 
© you ſuch a promiſe ?? 
Then ſtanding up, Thou haſt made 
© me, O vileſt of men!” {her hands 
claſped, and aface crimſaned over with 
indignation] an inmate of the vileſt 
1 po. houſes—Nevertheleſs, while I am 
© in it, I ſhall have a heart incapable 
© of any-thing but abhorrence of that 
and of thee !” 
And round her looked the angel, and 
upon me, with fear in her ſweet aſſ 
of the confequence of her free decla- 
ration—But. what a devil muſt I have 
been, I who love bravery in a man, had 
I not been more ſtruck with admira- 
tion of her fortitude at the inſtant, than 
ſtimulated by revenge? ; 
Nobleſt of creatures And do 
© you think I can leave you, and my 
© intereſt in ſuch an excellence, preca» 
© rious? No promiſe !-—No: hope If 
© you make menotdeſperate, may light» 


© ning blaſt me, if I do you not all the 


6 juſtice tis in my power to do you 

If you have any intention to oblige 
© me, leave me at my own liberty, and 
© let me not be detained in this abo - 
© minable houſe. To be conſtrained 
© as I have been conſtrained 1 To be 
© ſtopt by your vile agents! To be 
© brought up by force, and be'bruiſed 
© in my own defence againſt ſuch illegal 
© violence I dare to die, Lovelace 
And ſhe who fears not death, is not 


to be intimidated into a meanneſs un- 


* worthy of her heart and principles l 
Wonderful creature! But why, 


Madam, did you lead me to hv 


© ſomething favourable. for next Thurſ- 
day? Once more, make me not deſ. 
« perate—With all your magnanimity, 
© glorious creature! [I vas more than 
half  frantick, Belford] * You may, 
© you zay—But do not, do not make 
* me brutally : threaten you Do not, 
do not make me de te. l. 

My aſpect, I believe, threatened ſtill 
more than my words. I was riſing 
She aroſe e e e pacified 
© You are even more dreadful than the 


Lovelace I have long dreaded Let 


© me retire— I aſk your leave to retire 
© —You.- really. frighten. me- Vet I 
give you no hope From my heart I 


788 
- © Say not, Madam, you abhor me. 
© You muſt, for your on ſake, con- 
© ceal your hatred—At leaſt not avow 
© jt.” I ſeized her han cg. 
Let meretire—Let me retire,” ſaid 
the—in a manner ont of breath. 

Iwill only ſay, Madam, that Tre- 


© fer myſelf to your generoſity, My 


© heart is not. to be truſted at this in- 
© ftant. As a mark of my ſubmiſſion 
© to your will, you ſhall, zf you pleaſe, 
-© withdraw—But I will not go to M. 
__ © Hall—Live or die my Lord N. I will 

not go to M. Hal}—But will attend 
© the effect of your promiſe. '' Remem- 
© ber, Madam, you have party to 
© endeavour to make yourſe If eaſy, till 
yon ſee the event of next Thurſday— 
Next Thurſday, remember, your un- 
© cle comes up, to ſee us married 
© That's the event—Y ou think ill of 
© your Lovelace Do not, Madam, 
« ſuſfer your own marals to be degrad- 
ed by the infection, as you called it, 
of his example. xs a 
Away flew the charmer with this 
half. permiſſion And no doubt thought 
that the had an eſcape - nor without 


reaſon. | 


I knew not for half an hour what to 


do with myſelf. Vexed atche heart, ne- 
vertheleſs, 8 ſne was from me, and 
| when I reflected upon her hatred of me, 
and her defiances) that I ſuffered my - 
ſelf 3 be ſo over - awed, checked, re- 
And now I have written thus far, 
_ Thave of courſe recolle&ed the whole 
of our raging I am more an 
more incenſed againſt myſelf. 
But I will go down to theſe women 
Lad perhaps ſuffer myſelf to belaugh- 
ed at by them. n 
Devil fetch them, they pretend to 
knoy their o] ſex. Sally was a woman 
well educated— Polly alſo— Both have 
read Both have ſen ſe - Of parentage 
not mean Once modeſt both Still they 
ſay had been modeſt, but for me Not 
entirely indelicate nau though too little 
nice for my perſona/1ntimacy, loth as 
they both are to have me to think ſo— 
The old one, too, a woman of family, 
though thus (from bad inclination as 


well as at firſt from low Ca pier or ot 


miſerably ſunk :—and hence they all 
pretend to remember what once they 
were; and vouch for the inclinations 
and bypocriſy of the whole ſex, and 
wiſh for nothing ſo ardent]y, as that I 
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will leave the perverſe lady to their ma- 
nagement, while I am gone to Berk- 
ſhire: undertaking abſolutely for her 
humility and paſſiveneſs on my return; 
and continually boaſting of the many 
peryerſe creatures whom they Fare | 
obliged to draw in their traces. 

| 5 au juſt come from theſe ſoree- 
reſſes 5 e | 
3 e e to taxe the mother down; 
for ſhe began with her Hoh, Sirl' with 
me; and to catechize and upbraid me, 


vith as much inſolence as if T owed her 


money. 
I made her fly the pit at laſt. Strange 
wiſhes wiſhed we againſt each other, at 
her quitting i. What were they?“ 
I'll tell thee She wiſhed me mar- 
ried, and to be jealous of my wife; 
and my heir- apparent the child of ano- 
ther man. I was even with her with a 
vengeance, And yet thou wilt think 
that could not well be.“ As bow f'— 
As how, Jack l- Why, I wiſhed her 
conſcience come to life And I know 
by the gripes mine gives me every half - 
hour, that ſhe would then have a curſed 
time eee . 

Sally and Polly gave themſelves higli 
airs too. 


EF « 


heir firſt favours were 
thrown at me: [Women to boaſt of 
thoſe favours which they were as will 
ing to impart, firſt forms all the diffi- 
culty with them l as I to receive!] I 
was upbraided with ingratitude, daſtar - 
dice and all my difficulties with my an- 
gel charged upon myſelf, for want'of 
ollowing my blows; and for leayin 

the proud lady miſtreſs of her own will; 
and nothing to reproach hgr/elf with. 
And all agreed, that the arts uſed 
againſt her on à certain occaſion, had 


too high an operation for them or me to 


judge what her will would have been in 
the arduous” trial. And chen they 
ee one another; as I curſed them 
a . DIME * e | Gf 
They concluded, that I ſhould cer- 
tainly marry, and be a loft man. And 


Sally on this occaſion, with an affeted 


and malicious laugh, ſnapt her fingers 
at me, and pointing two of each hand 
forkedly at me, bid me remember the 
lines I once ſhewed her, of my favou- 
rite Fack Dryden, as ſhe always fa- 
miliarly calls that celebrated poet—  * 


© We women to nen joys unſeen may more: 
R 
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All goods befides by publick marks are 
- © known: 5 
© But thoſe men 


moſt deſire to keep, have 
none. | ; 


This infernal implement had the 

confidence further to hint, that when a 
wife, ſome other man would not find 
half the difficulty with my angel, that 
J had found. Confidence indeed! 
But yet, I muſt ſay, that this dear cyea- 
ture is the only woman in the work! of 
whom I ſhould not be jealous. 


nd 
yet, if a man Jim himſelf up to the 


company of theſe devils, they never let 


him reſt, till he either ſuſpects or hate 
his wife. 3 

But a word or two of other matters, 
if poſſible. 5 

Methinks Llong to know how cauſes 
go at M. Hall. I have another pri- 
vate intimation, that the old peer is in 
the greateſt danger. OY 

I muſt go down. Yet what to do 
with this lady the mean while !—Theſe 
curſed women are full of cruelty and 
enterprixe. She will never be eaſy. 
with them in my abſence. They will 
have provocation and pretence there- 
fore. But woe be to them, if—— 
Vet what will vengeance do, after an 
inſult committed? The two nymphs 
will have jealous rage to goad them on 
—And what will withold a jealous 
and already-ruined woman? 

To let her go elſewhere; that cannot 
be done. I am ſtill reſolved to be ho- 
neſt, if ſhe'll give me hope; if yet ſhe'll 
let me be honeſt. - But I' ſee how the II 
be, after the contention ſhe will cer- 


tainly have between her reſentment, 


and the terror ſhe had reaſon for from 
our laſt converſation So let this ſub- 
ject reſt till the morning. And to the 
old peer once more. 
T ſhall have a good deal of trouble, I 


reckon, though no ſordid man, to be 


decent on the expected occaſion. Then 
how to act (I who am no h 


the days of condolement ! What farces 


have I to go through; and to be a prin- 


| 7 actor in them! IL'II try to think 
of 


my own latter end; a grey beard, 


and a graceleſs heir; in or 

me ſerious. 5 5 
Thou, Belford, k noweſt a good deal 

of this ſort of grima e; and canſt he] 


der to make 


a gay heart to à little of the diſmal. 


But then every feature of thy face is 
cut out for it. My heart may be 


ocrite) in 
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touched, perhaps, ſooner than thine; 
for, believe me or not, I have a very 
tender one. But then, no man look - 
ing in my face, be the occaſion for 
greet ever ſo: great, will believe that 
heart to be deeply diſtreſſed. | 
All is placid, eaſy, ſerene, in my 
countenance, Sorrow.cannot fit. half 
an hour together upon it. Nay, I be- 
lieve, that Lord M.'s recovery, ſhould 
it happen, would not affect me above a. 
uarter of an hour. Only the new 
cenery, Fang the pleaſure of aping 
an Heraclitus to the family, while L 
am a Demorritus, among my private 
friends) or I want nothing that the old 
peer can leave me. Wherefore then 
ſhould grief ſadden and diſtort ſuch 
blythe, ſuch jocund, features as mine? 
But as for thine, were there murder 
committed in the ſtreet, and thou vert 
but paſſing by, the murderer even in 
fight, the purſuers would quit bir, 
and Jay hold of thee: and thy very 
looks would hang, as well as appre- 
hend the. 8 
But one word to buſineſs, Jack. 
Whom dealeſt thou with for thy blacks?. 
Wert thou well uſed ?—-I ſhall want 
a plaguy parcel of them. For I intend 
to make every ſoul of the family mourn, 
—Out/ide, if nat in. | 


"LETTER x. 


MR. LOVELACE,, ro JOHN BEL » 
i: EORDa,B$Q47 in wy 2 
Ir 23, FRIDAY MOANING.: 
I Went out early this morning, on a 
deſign that I know not yet Whether 
I ſhall, or ſhall not purſue; and on my 
return found Simon Parſons, my lord's. 
Berkſhire bailiff, (juſt before arrived) 
waiting for me with a meſſage in form, 
ſent by all the family, to preſs me to 
go down, and that at my lord's parti - 
cular deſire; who wants to ſee me be- 
fore hadirw* 4.4, es 
Simon has brought my lord's cha- 
riot- and: ſix Perhaps zy own by this 
time] to carry me down. I have or- 
dered it to be in readineſs by four to- 
morrow morning. The cattle ſhall; 
ſmoke for the delay; and by the reſt 
they'll have in the interim, will be 
better able to bear it. | | 
I am till reſolved upon matrimony, - 
if my fair perverſe will accept of me. 
f But, 
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give an uninterrupted hearing, not to 
conſcience, but to theſe women be- 


©" Dorcas had acquainted her lady with 
Simon's arrival and errand. y be- 
loved had defired to ſee him. But my 
coming in prevented bis attendance on 
her, juſt as Dorcas was inſtructing him 
what queſtions he ſhould zot anſwer to, 


chat might be aſked of him. 
I Fam tobe admitted to her preſence 


immediately, at ted requeſt. 
Surely the e in view will hel 
me to make up all with her! She is 


juſt gone vp to the dining- room. 
uſt gene vp to the dg 


7 to me 


© Give 


" NoTHINnG will do, Jack? —I can 


et no favour from her, though 
E 


has obtained from me the point 
which' ſhe had ſet her heart upon. 
I will give thee a brief account of 


what paſſed between us. | | 
I firft propoſed inſtant marriage; and 
this in moſt fervent manner: but 


was denied as fervently. - 
Would the be pleaſed” to affure me, 
that ſhe would ſtay here only till Tueſ- 
day morning? I wovld but juſt go 
down and ſee how my lord was—To 
Know whether he had any thing 1 8 
&ular to ſay, or enjoin me, white yet 
he was ſenſible, as he was very earneſt 
to ſee me—Perhaps I might be up on 
Sunday Concede in fomething !—[I 
© beſeech you Madam, ſhew me ſome 
« little confideration.* © 
Why, Mr. Lovelace, muſt I be 
© determined by your motions? 
© Think yon, that T will veluntarily 
give a ſanction to the impriſonment 
© of my perſon? Of what importance 
ought to be your ftay or your 
return? „ 
a ſanction to the imprifon- 


c nent perſon! Do you think, 


Madam, that 1 fear the law? 


threatened me, Jack. 


— 


1 might have f. 
queſtion of defian 
would not let me. 


this fooliſh 
L thought the 


1 dont think you fear the law, 
© Sir.,—You are too brave to have any 
t xregard either to moral or divine ſanc- 
„„ aa e ũ 5 

„ »Tis well, Madam. But aſk me 
ny thing I can do to oblige you; and 


I willoblige you, though in nothing 


bill youodlige ne. 


— * — 


© ſtead.” 


: but my pride 


cARISSA HARLOWE. 
But, if ſhe will not— why then I muſt 


Then I aſk you, then J requeſt of 
© you, to let me go to Hampſtead.” 

I pauſed—and at laft—* By my ſoul 
© you ſhall=—This very moment I will 
© wait upon 'yau, and ſee you. fixed 
© there, if you'll promiſe me your 
© hand on Thurſday, in preſence of 
© your uncle.“ | 3 
I want not you to ſee me fixed, I 
© will promiſe nothing.?“ 
Take care, Madam, that you 
© don't let me ſee, that I can have no 
* reliance upon your future favour.” 
L have been uſed to be threatened 
© by you, Sir—But I will aecept of 
8 ga company to Hampftead—1 will 
6 ready to go in a quarter of an 
hour 
n 3 | 
'.* You know the condition, Madam 
/f?) 8 
Fou dare not truſt _ 

My infinite demerits tell me, that 
© Tough? not—Nevertheleſs I willcon- 
© fide in your generoſity To- morrow 
morning, (no zew cauſe ariſing to 
© give reaſon to the contrary) as early 

pleaſe, you may go to Hamp- 


y cloaths may be fent after 


© as you 


— This ſeemed to oblige her. But yet 
ſhe looked with a face of doubt. 

Iwill go down to the women, Bel- 
ford. And having no better judges at 
hand, will hear what they ſay upon my 
critical ſituation with this proud beau- 
ty, who has ſo inſolently rejected a 
Lovelace kneeling at her feet, though 
making an earneſt tender of himſelf 
for a huſband} in ſpite of all his pre- 


judices to the ftate of ſhackles, 


V 


| MR. LOVBLACE, TO JOHN. BEL- 


FORD, as 


Us T come from the women. 
Have I gone ſo far, and am I a- 


fraid'to go farther ?—Have I not alre - 


dy, as it is evident by her behaviour, 
ſinned beyond forgiveneſs? -A wo- 

man's tears uſed to be to me but as wa - 
ter ſprinkled on a glowing fire, which 
gives it a fiercer and. 1 N blaze: 
what defence has this lady, but her 
tears and her eloquence? She was be- 
fore taken at a weak advantage. She 


| was inbyfible in her moments of tri, 


* 
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Nau ſhe been ſenſible, ſhe mu have 


been ſenſible. So they ſay. The me- 
thods taken with her have augmented 
her glory and her pride. She has now 
a tale to tell, that ſhe may tell with 


hanour to herſelf. No accomplice- in- 


clination. She can look me into con- 
fuſion, without being conſcious of fo 
much as a thaught, which ſhe need to 
be aſhamed of. | 

This, Jack, is the ſubſtance of the 
women's reaſonings with me. 
To which let me add, that the dear 
creature now ſees the neceſſity I am in 
to leave her. Detecting me is in her 
head. My contrivances are of ſuch a 
nature, that I muſt appear to be the 
moſt odious of men, if I am detected 
an this fide matrimony. And yet I 
have promiſed, as thou ſeeſt, that ſke 
ſhall ſet out to Hampſtead as ſoon as 
ſhe pleaſes in the morning, and that 
without condition on her fide. 

Doſt thou aſk, What I meant by this 
% nee” | 
No new cauſe arifing, was the pro- 

viſo on my fide, thou'lt remember. 
But there ill be anew cauſe. 
' Suppoſe Dorcas ſhould drop the pro- 
 miſlory-note given her by her lady? 
Servants, eſpecially thoſe who cannot 
read or write, are the moſt careleſs 
people in the world of written papers. 
Taſk I take it up ?—at a time, too, 
that L was determined that the dear 
creature ſhould be her own miltreſs ?— 
Will not this detection be a zexv cauſe? 
A cauſe that will carry with it againſt 
ker the appearance of ingratitude! 
That ſhe deſigned. it a ſecret to me, 
argues a fear of detection, and indi- 
realy a ſenſe guilt. I wanted a pre- 
tence. Can I Kave a better? — If Iam 
in a violent paſſion upon the detection, 
is not paſſion an univerſally allowed 


extenuator of violence? Is not every 


man and woman obliged to excuſe that 
fault .in another, which at times they 
find attended with fuch ungovernable 
effects in themſelves ? | 
The mother and ſiſterhood, ſuppoſe, 
brought to fit in judgment upon the 
vile corrupted— The leaſt benefit that 
mult accrue from the accidental diſco- 
very, if not a pretevce: for perpetra- 
tion, [which, howerer, may be the 
caſe} an excuſe for renewing my or - 
ders for her detention till my return 


from M. Hall; [the fault her own] 


and for keeping a ſtricter watch over 
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her than before; with direction to ſend 
me any letters that may be written by 
her or io her. And when I return, the 
devil's in it if I find not a way to make 
her chuſe lodgings for herlelf (ſince 
theſe are ſo hateful to her) that ſhall 
anſwer all my purpoſes; and yet I no 
more appear to direct her choice, than 
I did before in theſe. a 
Thou wilt curſe me, when thou 
comeſt to this place, I know thou 
wilt. But thinkeſt thou, that, after 
ſuch a ſeries of contrivance, I will loſe 
this inimitable woman for want of a 
little more? A rake's arake, Jack !— 
And what rake is witheld by princi 
from the perpetration of any evil his 
heart is ſet upon, and in which he 
thinks he can ſucceed ?—Befides, am I 
not in earneſt as to marriage?—Will 
not the generality of the world acquit 
me, if I do marry? And what is pe 
injury which a chaurch-rite will not at 
any time repair? Is not the cataſtrophe 
of every ſtory that ends in wedlock, ac- 
counted happy, be the difficulties in the 
progreſs to it ever ſo great? | 

But here, how am I engroſſed by 
this lady, while poor Lord M. as Si- 
mon tells me, lies groaning in the moſt 
dreadful agonies!— What muſt he ſuf - 
fer!-—Heaven relieve him !—I have 4 
too compaſſionate heart. And fo 
would the dear creature have found, 
could I have thought that the worſt of 
her ſufferings is equal to the lighteſt of 
his. IT mean as to fact; for as to that 
part of hers, which ariſes from ex- 
treme ſenſibility, I know nothing of 
that; and cannot therefore be anſwer- 
able for it. 1 


: f 5 N 
LETTER XU. 
MR, LOVELACE, TO JOHN Ber- 
FORD, BSQ. : 


UST come from my charmer. She 

will not ſuffer me to ſay half the 
obliging, the tender things, which 
my honeſt heart is ready to overflow 
with. A confounded ſituation that, 
when a man finds himſelf in humour to 
be eloquent, and pathetick at the fame _ 
time, yet cannot engage the miſtreſs of 
his fate to lend an ear to his fine 


ſpeeches. 4 

I can account now, how it comes 

about, that lovers, when their miſtreſſes 
. 5 H ate 


— — Le ern See — ens REED S ISS" —— nor. 


_ pad after this /econd attempt, [4/ 
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are cruel; run into ſolitude, and diſ- 


burden their minds to flocks and flones: 

for am I not forced to make my com- 
ints to'thee ? 

She claimed the performance of my 


Promiſe, the moment ſhe ſaw me, of 


permitting her [ haughtily ſhe ſpoke the 
word] to go to , as ſoon as I 
was gone to Berks. 4 
Moſtchearfully I renewed it. 
. She deſired me to give orders in her 


| hearing. f 


I ſent for Dorcas and Will. Th 
came. Do you both take notice 
[But, perhaps, Sir, I may take you 


. © with'me}]==that your lady is to be 


© obeyed in all her commands. She 

4 2 to return to Hampſtead as 

4 

© you not have a' ſervant to attend 

© you?? it 
I flrall want no ſervant there.” 

Will you take Dorcas ?* 


2 If I ſhould want Dorcas, I can ſend: 


© for her. 


Doras could not but fay, She ſhould. 


de very proud | 

9 Well, well, that may be at my re- 
turn, if your lJady-permit——Shall I, 
© my dear, call up Mrs; Sinclair, and 


. © give her orders, to the-fame effect, in 
your hearing?” | 


I defire not to fee Mrs: Sinclair; 
nor any that belong to her. 
As you pleaſe, Madam. 
And then (the ſervants being with- 
drawn) I urged her again for the aſ- 
ſurance, that ſh would meet me at the 
Altar on Thurſday next. But to no pur- 
May the not thank herſelf for all 
that may follow? 
One favour; however, I would not be 
denied—to be admitted: to paſs tlie 
evening with her. 
All ſweetneſs and obſequioufneſs 


Will IL be an this occaſion, My whole 


ſoul ſhall be poured out to move her to 


forgive me. If ſhe will not, and if the 


miſſory- note ſhould fall in my way, 
—— revenge will doubtleſs wks total 
polleſſion- of me. 5 
- All the houſe in my intereſt, and 
every- one in it not only engaging to 
intimidate and aſſiſt, as ee 11 
offer, but ſtaking all their experience 
upon my ſucceſs, if it be not my own 
fault, „ be the conſequence? 

This, Jack, however, ſhall' be her 
laſt trial; and if 8 


as Fam gone My dear, will 


ſenſet about Ber] as ſhe has done aftes” 


the firfl, ſhe will come out an angel 
upon full proof, in ſpite of man, wo- 
man, and devil: then ſhall there be an 


end of all her ſufferings. I will then | 


renounce that vanquiſhed devil, and re- 
form. And if any vile machination- 
ſtart up, preſuming to miſlead me, FE 
will ſooner ſtab ir in my heart, as it riſes, 
than give way to it. 1 Zh Op 

A few hours will now decide all. 


But whatever be the event, I ſhall be 
hey too buſy to write again, till I get to M. 


Hall 

Mean time Lam in ftrange agitations. 
Imuſt ſuppreſs them, if poſſible, before 
J venture into her preſenee My heart 
bounces my boſom from the table. E 
will lay down wy pen, and wholly re- 
ſign to it's impulſes, 


LETTER XII... 


Mk. LOVERLACE, TO JOHN BEL. | 
/ FORD, ESG. 


FRIBAY NIGHT, OB BATHER SAT 
' MORN. I O'CLOCK, 

1 Thought I ſhould not have had ei- 
ther time or inelination to write 
another line before F got to M. Hall. 
But have the firft—muſt find the laſt— 
fince I can neither ſleep, nor do any- 
thing but write, if I can do that. Iam 
moſt confoundedly out of humour. The 
reaſon let it follow—if it will follow 
No preparation for it, from me. 
I tried by gentleneſs and love to- 


ſoften What Marble. A heart in- 


capable either of love or gentleneſs.- 
Her paſt injuries for ever in her head. 
Ready to receive a favour; the permiſ- 
fon to go to Hampſtead but neither to 

deſerve it, nor return any. So my 
ſcheme of the gentle kind was ſoon 
given over. n . 

IL then wanted to provoke her: like 

a coward boy, who waits for the firſt 
blow before he can perſuade himſelf to 
fight, I half-challenged her to challenge 
or defy me: ſhe ſeemed aware of her 
danger; and would not directly brave 
my reſentment; but kept ſuch a middle 


; courſe; that I neither could ſind a pre- 


tence td offend, nor reaſon to : yet 
ſhe believed my tale, that 2 
would come to Kentiſh: Town, and 


1 ſeemed not to apprehend, that Tomlin- 
ſen was an impeſtor. 


She 


CL. ARISSA HAR LOWE, 


© She was very uneaſy, upon the whole, 
amy company: wanted often to break 

from me: yet ſo held me to my promiſe 
of permitting her to go to Hampſtead, 
that I knew not how to get off it; al- 
though it was impoſſible, in my pre- 
carious ſituation with her, to think of 

rf ormin it. , 


In this ſituation; the women ready to | 


aſſiſt; and, if T proceeded not, as ready 
to ridicule me; what had I left me, 
but to purſue the concerted ſcheme, and 
to ſeek a-pretence to quarrel with her, 
in order to revake my 22 rmiſ- 
Hon, and to convince her that I would 
not be upbraided as the moſt brutal of 
raviſhers for 3 ? ö 

1 had agreed with the women, that 
if I could not find apretence in her pre- 
ſence to begin my operations, the note 
ſnould lie in my way, and I was to pick 
it up, ſoon after her retiring from me. 
But I began to doubt at near ten o clock, 
( ſo earneſt was ſhe to leave me, ſuſpect- 
ang my over-· warm behaviour to her, and 
eager graſping of her hand two or three 
times, with eye- ſtrings, as I felt, on the 
train, while her eyes ſhewed uneaſineſs 
and apprehenhon) that if ſhe actually 
retired for the night, it might be a 
chance, whether it would be eaſy to 
come at her again. Loth, therefore, to 
run ſuch a riſque, I ſtept out a little af- 
ter ten, with intent to alter the precon- 
certed diſpoſition à little; ſaying I 
would attend her again inſtantly. But 
as I returned I met her at the door, in · 
tending to withdraw for the night. I 
could not perſuade her to go back: nor 
had I preſence of mind (ſo full of com- 
plaiſance as I was to her juſt before) to 
ſay her by force: ſo ſhe lid through my 
hands into her own apartment. 
nothing to do, therefore, but to let my 
Former concert take place. 

I ſhould haye premiſed (but care not 
for order of time, connexion, or any- 
thing elſe) that, between eight and nine 

. In the evening, another ſervant of Lord 
M. on horſeback came, to defire me to 
carry down with me Dr. S. the old peer 
having been once (in extremis, as they 
jul Ye 

7 
to accompany me down; and am to 
call upon him by four this morning: 
or the devil ſhould have both my lord 
and the- dector, if I'd ſtir till J got all 
made up. | 


with a further 


I had 


e is now) relieved and reprieyed 
im. I ſent and engaged the doctor 


* * 
++ +Þ 


© conciliation between us|  .. 
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Poke thy damned noſe forward into 
the eyent, if thou wilt Curſe me if 
thou ſhalt have it till it's proper time 
and place. And too ſoon then. 
She had hardly got into her chamber, 
but I found alittle paper, as I was go- 
ing into mine, which I took up; and 
opening it, (for it was carefully pinned 


an another paper) what ſhould it be, 


but a promiſſory- note, given as a bribe, 
promiſe of a diamond - 
ng, to, induce Dorcas to favour her 
miſtreſs eee 14 
How my temper changed in a mo- 
ment!—Ring, ring, ring, ring, I m 
bell, with a violence enough to hre 
> ſtring, and as if the houſe were on 


Every devil frighted into active life: 
the whole houſe in an uproar: up runs 
Will.— Sir—Sir—Sir!'—Eyes gog- 
gling, mouth diſtended — * Bid the | 
© damn'd toad Dorcas: come hither,* 
(as I ſtood at the ftair-head) in a hor« 
rible rage, and out of breath, cried I. 

In fight came the trembling devil 
but ſtanding aloof, from the report made 
her by Will of the paſſion I was in, as 
well as from what the heard. —_ 

Flaſh came out my ſword immedi- 
ately; for T had it ready on Curſed, 
* confounded, villainous, bribery and 
corruption? 

Up runs ſhe to ber lady's door, 
ſcreaming out for ſafety and protection. 

© Good, your honour, interpoſed 
Will, for God's ſake -O Lord! O 
Lord der eee. a good cuff, 

* Take that, varlet, for ſaving the 
* ungrateful awretch from my ven- 
« geance!* 

* Wretch!" L zntended to ſay; but if it 
were ſome other ond of like ending, 
paſſion muſt be my excuſe. of SR 

Up ran two or three of the ſiſter- 


hood What's the matter - What's 


© the matter!” {EM 
© The matter! (for ſtill my beloved 
JN not the door; on the contrary, 
rew another bolt) This abominabie 
© Dorcas !—Call her aunt. up! Let 
© her ſee what a traitreſs ſhe has placed 
about me!—And let her bring the 
© toad to anſwer for herſelf—has taken 
a bribe, a proviſion for life, to betray 
© hertruſt; by that means to perpetuate 
© a quarrel between a man and his wife, 
© and fruſtrate for ever all hopes of re- 
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Let meperiſh, Belford, if I have pa- 
ence to 1 with tones $3215 
; , Tov I muſt reſume, I muſt. ; 
Up came the aunt puffing and blow- 


ing—As ſhe hoped for merey, fe was 


not privy to it! She never knew ſuch a 


lotting perverſe lady in her life !— 


Well might ſervants be at the paſs they 
- were, when ſuch ladies as Mrs. Love- 
Jace made no conſcience gf corrupting 
them. For her part, ſhe deſired no 
mercy for the wretch: no niece of hers, 
_ if ſhe were not faithful to her truſt !— 
Bot what was the proof; 
She was ſhewn the Paper. 
Zut too evident! Curſed, curſed 
© toad, devil, jade!” paſſed from each 
-mouth';—And the vileneſs of the cor. 
rupted, and the unworthineſs of the 
corruptreſi, were inveighed againſt. 
Up we all went, paſſing the lady's 
door into the dining-room, to proceed 
to trial. 1 
Stamp, ſtamp, ſtamp vp, each on her 
heels; rave, rave, rave, every tongue. 
Bring up the ereature before us all 
this inſtant!” 3 
out of the 


And would ſhe have got 
* houſe, ſay you?“ 

Theſe the noiſes, and: the ſpeeches, 
as we clattered by the door of the fair 


& \ -o 


bribereſs. 


Up was brought Dorcas (whimper- 
ing) between two, both bawling out— 
* You mvſt go—You ſhall go— Tis 
£ fit you ſhould anſwer for. yourſelf — 
© You area diſcredit to all worthy ſer- 
1 vants, —as they pulled and pufhed 

her up- ſtairs.— She whining “ I can- 
© not ſee his honour—1 Seen eee ſo 
good and ſo generous 3 gentleman in 
4 the | how hall” I bear my 
< aunt's ravings?* #4 bY 
Come up, and be d—n'd—Bring 
her forward,” her imperial judge. 
What a plague, it is the detection, not 
_ ©. the crime, that confounds you. You 
4 could be quiet enough for days toge- 
ther, as I ſee by the date, under the 
© villainy. Tell me, ungrateful de- 
« vil, tell me, who made the firſt ad- 


eee 
Aye, di to my family an 
blood, cried the old one Tell his 


n honour Tell the truth Who made 


< thefirſt advance? 

Axe, curſed creature,” aried Sally, 

« who made the firſt advances ?* _ 
++ I I hare betrayed one truſt already 


2 N. 

8 8 
FEE On 3 
3 pg 
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© —O let me not betray another — N 


Tell all you know Tell the whole 
© truth, Dorcas,* eried Polly Horton. 
© His honour loves his lady too well, to- 
make her ſuffer much; little as ſhe re- 
£ quites his love? | WOE be ating 
© Every- body ſees that, cried Sally— 
© Too well, indeed, for his honour, I 
* was going w fy. ; ©. 
Till now, I thought ſhe deſerved 
C my love—But to bribe a ſervant thus, 
© who ſhe ſuppoſed had orders to watch 
her ſteps, for fear of another elope- 
© ment; and to impute that precaution 
to me as a crime Vet ] muſt love 
© hex—Ladies, forgive my weakneſs! 
Curſe upon my grimaces If I have 
patience. to repeat them - But thou 
ſhalt have it all Thou canſt not de- 
ſpiſe me more — E deſpiſe myſelf! 


Bur ſuppoſe, Sir,“ ſaid Sally, 


you have my lady and the wenck 


© face to face! You ſee ſhe cares not to 
1 confeſs.” 5 e. 
40 my careleſſneſs !* eried Doreas 
Don't let my poor lady ſuffer!—In- 
© deed, if you all knew what I know, 
you would ſay her ladyſhip has been 
© cruelly treated.“ | tes" 
« See, ſer, ſee, ſee !'—repeated]y, every 
one at once—* Only forry for the e- 
© teftion, as your honour ſaid Not for 
the fault. | 24147 — 
Curſed creature!* and Deviliſn 
creature! from every mouth. 
Vour lady won : ſhe dare not 
come out to ſave you, ' cried Sally; 
© though it is more his honour's mercy, 


lady is a good lady i—O let not bp”. 
C ufer! ws 25 | 


* than your deſert, if he does not cut 


your vile throat this inſtant.“ 


Say, repeated Polly, 4s it your 


© lady, that made the firſt advances, or 
+ was it you, you creature??? 


If the lady had ſo much honor,” 


bawled the mother, * excuſe rhe, So 
* Excuſe me, Sir,'——{Confound the old 
wretch { ſhe had like to have ſaid Som] 
lf the lady has ſo much honour, as 
© we have ſuppoſed, ſhe will 8 to 
vindieate a poor ſervant, miſſed, as 
+ the has been; by ſuch large promiſes! 
© —But I hope, Sir, you will do them 
both juſtice: I hope you will- Goοα 
„lack - Good lack !! = clapping her 
hands together“ To grant her every - 
« thing ſhe could aſk— To indulge her 
© in her utiworthy hatred to my poor 
. innocent 


- 
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innocent houſe— To let her go to 
_ © Hamptftead, though your honour told 
us, you could get no condeſcenſion 
from her; no, not the leaſt O Sir 
O Sir—T hope —I hope —If your la 

* will not come out—1 hope you will 
t find à way to hear this cauſe in her 


t preſence. I value not my doors on 


© ſuchan occaſion as this. Juſtice I ever 
s loved, I deſire you will come at the 


bottom of it in clearance to me. I'll. 


s be ſworn I had noprivity in this black 
corruption. So 
- Juſt then, we heard the lady's door 
unbar, unlock, unbolt. 

6 Now, Sir!“ 

Now, Mr. Lovelace!“ | 

© Now, Sir!* from every encourng- 

ing mouth. 


ut, O Jack! Jack! Jack! I can 


write no more! | 
Ir you muſt have it all, you muſt! 
Now, Belford, ſee us all fitting in 


ribereſs—T, and the mother, the hi- 


therto dreaded mother, the nieces Sally, 


Polly, the traitreſs Dorcas, and Mabel, 
a a guard, as it were, over Dorcas, that 
ſhe might not run away, and hide her- 
ſelf—All pre-determined, and of ne- 
effty pre determined, from the journey 
was going to take, and my precarious 
tuation with her- And hear her un- 
halt, unlock, unbar, the door; then, as 
it proved afterwards, put the key into 
the lock on the outſide, lock the door, 


and put it in her-pocket—WillI-knew, 


below, who would give me notice, if, 
while we were all above, ſhe ſhould 
miſtake her way, and go down-ſtairs, 
inſtead of coming into the dining-room: 
the fireet-doors alſo doubly ſecured, 
and every ſnutter to the windows round 
the houſe ſaſtened, that no noiſe or 
ſcreaming ſhould be heard Such was 
the brutal preparation] And then hear 
her ſtep towards us, and inftantly ſee 
her enter among us, conſiding in her 
dwn innocence; and with a majeſty in 
ber perſon and manner, that is #atural 
to her; but which then ſhone out in all 
it's glory !—Every tongue ſilent every 
dye awed—every heart quaking— mine, 
in a particular manner ſunk, throbleſs, 
und twice below it's uſual region, to 
onee at my throat. — A ſhameful re- 
erdypt.'—bhe ſilent too, looking round 
her, firſt on me; then on the mother, ay 
no longer {paring her; then on Sally, 


* 


Polly, and the culprit Dorcas! Suech 


dignation; and at laſt, after twice or 


abandoned Lovelace, thinkeſt thou 
that I ſee not through this 


8 reſolved to puniſh the fair 


to me] mighteſt more fecurely have 


„ „% „ „„ „„ „ „% % „ „% „„ ao „„ „ „„ „„ «„ ce «öLẽ 


figure I made.—Lord l howevevy devil, 


Thou double deceive l—whiniog 
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the glorious power of innocenceexerted 
at that awful moment! 

She would have ſpoken, but could 
not, looking down my guilt into con- 
fuſion. A mouſe might have been heard 
pr over the floor: her own light 
ect and ruſtling filks could not have 

revented it; for ſhe ſeemed to tread 
air, and to be all foul. She paſſed back - 
wards and forwards, now towards me, 
now towards the door ſeveral times, 
before ſpeech could get the better of in- 


thrice hemming to recover her articy- 
late voice—* O thou contemptible and 


poor vil- 
© lainous plot of thine, and of theſe thy 
£ wicked accomplices ? | 

* Thou woman,* [looking at the 
mother] © once my terror! always my 
f diſlike but now my deteſtation |— 
© ſhouldſt once more (for thine perhaps 
was the preparation) have provided 
* for me intoxicating potions, to rob 
© me of my ſenſes. 

And then, thus, wretch?” I turnin 


5 depended upon ſuch a low contriv- 
© ance 1 this} = | 

And ye, vile women, who perhap 
have Vo the ruin, body 41 coal, 
of hundreds of innocents, (you ſhew 
me how, in full aſſembly) know, that 
I am not married—Ruined, as I am, 
by your help, I bleſs God, I am or 
married, to this miſcreant—And I 
have friends that will demand my ho- 
nour at your hands! And to whoſe 
authority I will apply; for none has 
this man over me, to it ther, 
what further inſults you offer me, or 
incite him to offer me. I am a perſon, 
though thus vilely betrayed, of rank 
and. fortune. I never will be his; 
and, to your utter ruin, will fin 
friends to purſue you: and now I 
have this full proof of your deteſtable 
wickedneſs, and have heard your baſe 
incitements, will have no mercy up- 
on you! 2." 

They could not laugh at the . 


conſcience-ſhaken, trembled ! | 
What a dejection mvſteverfall to the 

lot of guilt, were it given to innocence 

always thus to exert itſelf ! a 
And as for thee, thou vie Doreag 


0 out 


— — — COPD TE AE eo ron. 


- out pretended love for me !—Be 
« e wretch | Nobody will hurt 


© thee!—Be gone, I ſay . Thou haſt + 


too well acted thy part to be blamed 
by any here but myſelf--Thow art 
ſafe : thy guilt is t a in ſuch 


a bouſe as this Thy ſhamefal, thy 5 


poor part, thou haſt as well acted, as 
the low farce could give thee to act 
AA well as they each of them, (t 
s ſuperiors, though not thy -betters 
'S thou ſeeſt, can 
.< intodarkneſs |—Noenquiry after this 

* will be made, whaſe the firſt adyances, 
.5 thine or mine. 

+. And, as I hope to live, the wench, 


,confoundedly frightened, ſlunk away ; 


ſo did her ſentinel Mabell; though I, 


. .endeavoyringtoraliy, criedout for Hor- 
cas to ftay—ButTbelievethedevil could 


not bay ſtopt ber, when an angel 1 0 


her be 
Niadam ef faid "A <let me tell you? 
god was advancin towards her, with a 
— oft curſedly yexed end 


Tt the turned to me: Stop 9 


chou art, O yileſt and moſt abandoned 
of men! Stop where thoy art: be 


4 Nor, with that determined face, 
© offer, to touch me, if thou wouldſt 


F not that I Honld-be a Sr ut 5 


feet! K 5 
To my aſtonithment, ſhe held forth 


a penknjfe in her hand, the point to her 


n boſom, graſping reſolutely the 
e. handle, A 3 was no of · 
r. 1 


not e to e 
2 Mes ſelf. 


8 You, Sir and ye wo- 
„„ men—are ſaße from every violence of 


mine., The LAw ſhall be all my re- 
1 the LAW I —and ſhe 5 
e word with emphaſis, The LawY 


that to ſuch people carries natural ter- 


ror with it, "ue now ſtruck a papick . 
m_ Fas, 
wonder, 668 oe 5 5 wil 


| LO. themſelves to procure eaſe and 


ty in tis world, will tremble at 
ery-thipg that ſeems to threaten their 
= ods & obtaining that caſe and 


k 5 "= He Law only. ſhall be a * 
u | 
. Fea infamous mother whiſpered. me, 


that it wers better to make terms with 
this range lady, and let her go. 
Sally, notwi ſtanding all her impu- 


* bravery: at ther times, ſaid, if fa debaſedwethgy muſt mean. a -- 


8 * 


theirs.— Steal a way 
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Mr, Lovelace had told them what was 
not true of her being his wife—:  » 


needs ſay, the lady, if ſhe were not 


- wife, had been very much injured; that 


was all, 
That is not now a matter 1 
I puted, cried 1: you and 1 know, 
5 Madam—"- ' 
We do,” ſaid ſne; 2nd I thank 
God, I am not thine Once more, I 
« thank God for it I have no doubt 
© of the further baſeneſs that thou haft 
intended me, by this vile and low 


trick: but I have my sEMsESs, Love- 
* lace; and from my heart I deſpiſe 
© thee, thou very poor Lovelace] Ho :] _ 


canſt thou ſtand in ſence ! 
« Thou, e. ; mY nw or 


© axe inſults not to be borneF—Ang 
was approaching her: 
She withdrew to the door, and ſet ber 


back againſt it, holding the inted 
Knife to her heaving boſom; while the 


women held me, beſeeching me not to 
f Toe the violent lady For their 
fake, and be curſed to them, they 
ought me and all three hung upon 
me While the truly -beroick lady 
braved me, at that diſtance: — 
Approach me, Lovelace, with re- 
7 ſentment, if thou wilt. I dare die. It 
© is in defence of my honour. God will 
be merciful to my poor ſoul! Lex - 
e pe& no mercy from-thee! I have 
©. gained this diſtance, und two fteps 
*- nearer me, and thou ſhalt ſec what 1 I 
©; dare do!?.- 
© Leave m women, 75 myſelf, and 
* to my ange TR retired at a diſ- 


tance O my beloved creature, hom 
you terrify mel holding out my 


arms, and kneeling on one knee Not 


a a ſtep, not a ſtep farther, except to re- 


£ ceive-my_.death at that injured hand 


-* which is thus held up againſt a life 
far dearer to me than my own -I am 
c a villain the blackeſt of villains l— 


0 Say you will ſheath your knife in the 
\$-injurer's, not the injured's heart, and 


then will L indeed approach you,. but 


not elſe.” 


The mother twanged her damned | 
noſe; and Sally and Polly pulled out 


their handkerchiefs, and turned from 
us. They neyer in their lives, they told 
me afterwards, beheld ſuch a ſcene. 
Innocence ſo triumphant! Villa 


Un awares 


Ae Polly, Horwn;: That the mutt 


& © Madam, Madam, Madam—Theſe 3 


| 
| 
| 
" 
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| CLARISSA 
| Onavares to myſelf, I had moved 


6nward to my angel And doſt thou, 


© doſt thou, = diſclaiming, fill ad- 
4 yancing—Doſt thou, doſt thou, fr 
« inſidioufly move towards me? [And 
her hand was extended] I dare—TI 
dare Not oy neither—My heart 
from principle a 

© thou makeſt neceſſary ?- God, in thy 


© mercy!* {Lifting up her eyes and 


hands] God, in thy mercy——" 
I threw myſelf to the farther end of 


the room. An ejaculation, a filent: 


_ Ejaculation, employing ber thoughts 
that moment; Polly ſays the whites of 
ker lovely eyes were only viſible: and, 
in the inſtant that ſhe extended her 

hand, aſſuredly to ſtrike the fatal blow, 

How the very recital terrifies mel] 
e caſt her eye towards me, and ſaw 
me at the utmoſt diſtance the room 
would allow, and heard my broken 


voice—My voice was utterly broken; 


nor knew I what I ſaid, or whether to 
the purpoſe or not—And her charming 
cheeks, that wereall in a glow before, 
turned pale, as if terrified at her own 
purpoſe; and lifting up her eyes— 
© Thank God!—Thank God!" faid 
the angel Delivered for the preſent; 
« for the preſent delivered - from my- 
© (elf! Keep, Sir, keep that diſtance;” 
{Looking down towards me, who was 
proſtrate on the floor, my heart pierced, 
as with an hundred da 10 that 
diſtance has ſaved a life; to what re- 
© ſerved, the Almighty only knows. 
To be happy, Madam; and to 
© make happy And O let me but 
. © hope for your favour for to-morrow 
© —{ will put off my journey till then 
© And may God 
© © Swear not, Sir!'——With an awful 
and piercing afpet—* You have too- 
too often ſworn!—God'seye is upon 
© us l His more immediate eye; and 
looked wildl ele the women looked 
up to the cieling, as if afraid of God's 
eye, and trembled. And well they 
might; and J too, who ſo very lately 
Bad each of us the devil in our hearts. 
© If not to-morrow, Madam, ſay 


but next Thurſday, your uncle's - 


E 1 ſay but next Thurſday!" 
© This I (ay, of this you may af- 

“ ſure yourſelf, I never, never ww! be 
yours And let me hope, that I 
© may beentitled to the performance of 
your promiſe, tg. be permitted to 


HARLOWE. 


fill 


hors the act, which: 


agent below. 


797 


leave this innocent houſe, as one 
„called it, (but long have my ears 
© been accuſtomed to ſuch inverſions of 
<.words) as ſoon as the day breaks.“ 

Did my perdition depend upon it, 
* that you cannot, Madam, but upon 
© terms. And I hope you will not 
«© terrify me—" ſtill —— the ac - 
curſed knife. 
Nothing leſs than an attempt upon 
© my honour ſhall make me pes. | 
I have no view but to defend my ho- 
nour: with ſuch a view only I en- 
© tered into treaty with your infamous 
The reſolution you 
have ſeen, I truſt, God will give me 
© again, upon the ſame occaſion. ' But 
for a lei, I wiſh not for it.— Only 
© take notice, women, that F am no 
< wife of this man: baſely as he has 
© uſed me, I am not his wife. He has 
© no authority over me. If he go 
© away by-and-by, and you act by his 
© authortty to detain me, look to it.” 

Then, taking one of the lights, the 
turned from us; and away ſhe went 
unmoleſted.—Not a ſoul was able to 
9 ber.. : 

abell ſaw her, tremblingly, and i 

a hurry, take the key of bs 
door out of her pocket, and unlock it; 
and, as foon as ſhe entered, heard her | 
double-lock, bar, and bolt it. 

By her taking out her key, when ſhe 


came out of her chamber to us, ſhe no 


doubt ſuſpe&ed my deſign: which was, 
to have carried her in my arms thither, 
if ſhe made ſuch force neceſſary, after 
I had intimidated her; and to have 
been her companion for that night. 
She was to have had ſeveral bed- 
chamber-women to aſſiſt to undreſs her 
upon occaſion: but from the moment 
ſhe entered the dining-room with ſo 
much intrepidity, it was abfolutely 
impoſſible to think -of proſecuting my 
villainous deſigns againſt her. 85 
R #® 


THr1s, this, Belford, was the hand 
I made of a contrivance from which L 
expected fo much — And now I am 
ten times worſe off than before. 

Thon never ſaweſt people in thy life 
look ſo like fools upon one another, as 


the mother, her partners, and I, did, 


for a few minutes. And at laſt, the 
two deviliſh-nymphs broke aut into in- 
ſalting ridicule upon me; while the 
old wretch was concerned for her 

houſe, 


[ 
, 
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every- body. 
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houſe, the reputation of her houſe. I 
curſed them all together; and, retiring 
to my chamber, locked myſelf in. 


And now it is time to ſet out; all I. 


have gained, detection, diſgrace, freſh 


is ſtill. worſe to a proud heart, by u- 
elf pP » Of my 


Succeſs, ſucceſs in projets, is every- 


thing. What an admirable contriver 


did I think myſelf till now! Even for 
this ſcheme. among the reſt! But how 
pitifully fooliſh does it now appear to 


mel Scratch out, eraſe, never to be 


read, every part of my preceding let- 

ters, where I have boaſtingly mention- 

ed it. And never preſume to railly me 

Ta, the curſed ſubject: for I cannot 
ar it. | 


But for the lady, by my ſoul, I love 


I. I made before you laſt night, in 
I avill have her ſtill J gat, you will 


With honour or without, as I have often 


her. I admire her, more than ever! 
muſt have her. 


vowed. My curſed fright at her acci- 
dental K-48 noſe, 1 ) IT 
upon improving upon me thus. 

. ME, 1 mould ſoon have 
been maſter of one arm, and in both! 
But for ſo ſincere a virtue to threaten 
herſelf, and not to offer to intimidate 
any other, and with ſo much preſence of 


mind, as to diſtinguiſh, in the very paſ-, 


ſionate intention, the neceſſity of the 
act, in defence of her honour, and fo 
fairly to difavow lefſer occaſions: ſhew- 
ed ich a deliberation, ſuch: a choice, 


tuch Aa and then keeping me 
ſo watchfully at a diſtance, that I could 
not ſeize her hand, ſo ſoon as ſhe could 


have given the fatal blow; how impoſ- 
Gble not to be ſubdued by ſo true and 
io diſcreet a magnanimity | | 
But ſhe is not gone. She ſhall not 

. I will preſs her with letters for 
the Thurſday. She ſhall yet be mine, 


legally mine. For, as to cohabitation, 
there is now no ſuch thing to be thought 


of. 7 N 
The captain ſhall give her away, as 
ord will, 
die. My fortune will help my will, 


proxy for her. uncle. My 1 


and ſet me above every-thing and 
But here is the gurſq—She deſpiſes 

me, Jack !—What man, as L have here- 
tofore ſaid, can bear to bg deſpiſed— 
eſpecially by his wife !--=Q Lord! O 
hat a hand, whit a curſed. 
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rjaries; and to be 
at upon; and, what 1 


ately, put her 


 woul 
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hand, have I made of this plot — And 


here ends | 
The hiſtory of the Lady and the Pen- 

knife !—— The devil take the penknife 

It goes againſt me to ſay, ih 
DO God bleſs the lady! 


NEAR LL SAT. MORN. 


LETTER XIV. 


MR. LOVELACE, TO MISS CLARISSA 
HARLOWE, 575 


SUPERSCRIBED TO MRS. LOVELACE. 


M. HALT, SAT. NIGHT, Jux E 24. 
MY DFAREST LIFE, | 


FF you do not impute to love, and to 
terror vaiſed by love, the poor figure 


not do me juſtice. I thought I wovld- 
try to the very laſt moment, if, by com- 
plying with you in-every-thing, I could 
prevail upon you to promiſe to be mine- 
on Thurſday next, ſince you refuſed me 
an earlier day. Could I have been fo 
happy, you had not been hindered go- 
ing to Hampſtead, or wherever elſe you 
pleaſed. But when I could not prevail 
upon you to give me this aſſurance, 
what room had I (my demerit fo great) 
to fees; that Were going thither 
not be to loſe you for ever?025]d 
I will own to you, Madam, that yeſ- 
terday afternoon I picked up the paper 
dropt by Dorcas; who has confeſſed 
that ſhe, would have aſſiſted you in get- 
ting away, if ſhe had had an opportunity 
ſo to do; and undoubtedly dropped it 
by accident. And could I have pre- 
vailed upon you as to Thurſday next, I 
would have made no uſe of it; ſecure 
as I ſhould then have been in your word 
given, to be mine. But when I found 
you inflexible, I was reſolved to try, if 
8 Dorcas s treachery, I could 
not make your pardon of ne the condi- 
tion of mine to ber: and if not, to 
make a handle of it to revoke my con- 
ſent to your going away from Mrs. 
Sinclair's; ſince the conſequence of 
that muſt have been ſo fatal to me. 
So far, indeed, was my proceeding 
loco and ertful: and when I was chal- 
lenged with it, as ſuch, in ſo high and 
noble a manner, I could not avoid 
taking ſhame to myſelf upon it. £ 


— 
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But da: muſt permit me, Madam, to 
hope, that you will not puniſh me too 
heavily for ſo poor a contrivance, ſince 
no diſhonour was meant you; an 

fince, in the moment of it's execution, 
you had as great an inſtance of my in- 


. capacity to defend a wrong, a low mea- 


ſure, and, at the ſame time, in your 
power over me, as mortal man could 
give In a word, ſince you muſt have 
ſeen, that I was abſolutely under the 
controul both of Conſcience and of 
Love. ö 8 i 

I will not offer to defend myſelf, for 
wiſhing you to remain where you are, 
till either you give me your word to 
meet me at the altar on Thurſday; or 
till T have the honour bf attopding you 
preparative to the ſolemnĩity whic will 
make that day the happieſt of my life. 


I am but too ſenſible, that this kind 


of treatment may appear to you with 


the face of an arbitrary and illegal im- 


jiuſt diſpleaſure, ſhall not, wi | 
your orders, come into. your, preſence: 


| Tome liking. Will I have left behind 


From or to you, for the few days that I % 
ſhall be abſent. But 1 do aſſure you, 
Madam, that the ſeals of both forts 


_ diſmiſſion 


polition: but as the e e not 
only to ourſelves, but to both our Fa- 
milies, may be fatal, if you cannot be 
moved in my favour; let me beſeech 
you to forgive this act of compulſion, 


on the ſcore of the neceſſity you your 


dear ſelf have laid me under to be 


guilty of it; and to Format the ſolem- 


nity of next Thurſday to include an 
act of oblivion of all paſt offences, 
The orders I have given to the peo- 
ple of the houſe are: That you all 
obeyed in every particular that is 
conſiſtent vith my expectations of find- 
ing you there on my return to town on 
Wedneſday, next: that Mrs. Sinclair 
and her nieces, having incurred your 


that neither ſhall Dorcas, till the has 


fully cleared her condu& to your ſatiſ- 


faction, be permitted to attend you: 
but Mabell, in her place; of whom 
you ſeemed ſome time ago to expreſs 


me to attend your commands. If he 
be either negligent or impertinent, your 
all be à diſmiſſion of him 
from my ſervice for ever. But, as to 
letters which may be ſent you, or any 
which you may Love to ſend, I mult 


humbly entreat, that none ſuch paſs. 


performed, or before, if you require 
it 


nout - 
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ſnall be ſacred: and the letters, if ſuch 
be ſent, ſhall be given into your own 
hands the moment the ceremony is 


Mean time I will enquire, and fend 
you word, how Miſs Howe does; and 
to what, if I can be mformed, her long 
filence is wing wt 

Dr. Perkins I found here, attending 
my lord, when I arrived with Dr, S: 
He acquaints me that your father, mo- 
ther, uncles, and the ſtill 4% worthy 

rſons of your family, are well; an 
intend: to be all at your uncle Har- 
lowe's next week; I preſume, with in- 
tent to keep his anniyerſary, This 
can make no alteration, but a happy 
one, as to perſons, on Thurſday = 
cauſe Mr. Tomlinſon aſſured me, that 
if any-thing fell out to hinder your 
uncle's 2 up in perſon, (which, 
however, he did not then expect) he 
would be ſatisfied if his friend the 
captain were proxy for him. I ſhall 
ſend a man and horſe tomorrow to 
the captain, to be at greater certainty. 

I ſend this by a ſpecial meſſenger, 
who will wait your pleaſure in relation 
to the impatiently-wiſhed-for Thurſ- 
day: which I humbly hope will be fig- 
niked by a line 2 

My fred, though hardly ſenſibl 

and unmindful of every-thing but o 
your felicity; deſires his moſt affec- 
tionate compliments to you. He has 
in readineſs to preſent. to you a very 
valuable ſet of jewels, which he hopes 
will be acceptable, whether he lives to 
ſee you adorn them or not. 
Lady Sarah and Lady Betty have 
alſo their tokens of reſpect ready to 
court your acceptance: bur may Hea- 
ven incline you to give the opportunity 

of receiving their perſonal compli- 
ments, and thoſe of my couſins Mon. 
tague, before the next week be out! 

His lordſhip is exceeding. ill. Dr. 
8. has no hopes of him. The onl 
conſolation I can have for the death 
a relation who loves me ſo well, if he 
do die, muſt ariſe from the additional 

power it Will put into my hands of 
ſhewing how much I am, my deareft 

17 your ever-affeFionate and faith 


Tove. 
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IR. LOVELACE, TO MISS CLARISSA 
„% i: 
'$VPERSCRIEED, TO MRS. LOVELACE, 
*. HALL, SUNDAY NIGHT, JUNE 25. 
Tf Cannot find words to expreſs how 
"much I am mortified at the return 
df my meſſenger without a line from 


u. ; 
'* Thurſday is ſo near, that I will ſend 
meſſenger after meſſenger every four 
hours, till T have a favourable anſwer; 
the one to meet the other, till it's eve 
arrives, to know if I may venture to 
appear in your preſence with the hope 
5 having my wiſhes anſwered on that 
ws love, Madam, J neither ex- 
eo nor aſk for; nor will, till my 

ture behaviour gives you | cauſe to 
think 'T deſerve it. All IT at preſent 
preſume to wiſh, is, to have it in my 
power to do you all the juſtice I can 
now do you: and to your 8 
will T leave it, to reward me, as I ſha 
merit, with your afﬀfe&tion. 

At preſent, revolving 'my poor be- 


haviour of Friday night before you, 1 


think I ſhovld ſooner chuſe to go to my 
laſt audit, unprepared for it as I am, 
than to appear in . unleſs 
you give me ſonie | | 

received as your elected huſband, ra- 
ther than (however deſerved) as a de- 


' teſted criminal. 


Det me therefore propoſe an expedi- 
ent, in order to ſpare my own confu- 


Fon; and to ſpare you the neceffity 


for that ſoul-harrowing 'recrimination 
which I cannot ſtand, and which mu 
be diſagreeable to yourſelf To name 
the church, and 1 will have every- 
thing in readineſs; ſo that our next in- 


- terview will be, in 4 manner, at the 


very altar; and then you will have the 
my huſband to foricive- for the faults 
f the ung 


high to write more, 
it only be in your den dear hand, 


theſe words, © Sr. Martin's charch, 


' © Thurſday,” —or theſe, © St. Giles's 
©: ohwreh, -Thur/day;* nor will I inſiſt 


upon any/ inſcription or fabſcription, 
vr ſo much as the initials of your name, 


This ſhall be all the fayour I will ex- 


* 
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iope, that 1 ſhall be 


| mgrateful lover. x your re- 
S — — be ſtill too high to 


Pg 


pect, till the dear hand itfelf is given 
to mine, in preſence of that Being 
whom T invoke as a witneſs of the in- 
violable faith and honour of yorr ador- 
ing . 
LovETLAcE. 


r NI. 


MR. LOVELACE, TO MISS CLARISSA 
EE HARLOWE. 
8UPERSCRIBED, TO MRS. LOVELACE. 


N. HALL, MONDAY, JUNE 26. 
C NCE more, my deareſt love, do I 
conjure you to ſend me the four 
requeſted words. There Is no time to 
be loſt. And I would not have next 
Thurſday go over, without being en- 
titled to call you mine, for the world; 
and that as well for your fake as my 
own." Hitherto all that has paſſed is 
between you and me only; but, after 
Thurſday, if my wiſhes areunanſwer- 
ed, the whole will be before the world. 
My lord is extremely ill, and en- 
dures not to have me out of his ſight 
for one half-hour. Bat this ſhall not 
have the. leaſt weight with me, if you 
be pleaſed to hold out the olive-branch 
to me in the four requeſted words. 
I have the following intelligence from 
Captain Tomlinſon, ' 
All your family are at your uncle 
Harlowe's. Your uncle finds he can- 
not go up; and names Captain Tom- 
Iinſon for his proxy. He propoſes to 
keep all your family with him, till che 
captain aſſures him, that the ceremony 
18 over. - ; 


Already he has begun, with hope of 
ſuccels, to try to reconcile your mo- 
TI ious at nat 
My Lord M. but jult now has told 
me, how happy he ſhould think him- 
elf to have an opportunity, before he 
dies, to ſalute you as his niece. I have 
put him in hopes, that he ſhall ſee you; 
and have told him, that I will go to 
town on Wedneſday, in order to prevail 
upon For. to Fa me down on 
hurſday or Friday. have ordered a 
ſett to be in readineſs to carry me up; 
and, were not my lord fo yery ill, my 
couſin Montague tells me, ſhe. would 
offer ber attendance on you. If you 
pleaſe, therefore, we can ſet ont for. 
this place the moment the ſolemnity is 
32 


performed. 


CLARISSA HARLOWE.. 


Do not, deareſt creature, diſſipate all 
thoſe promiſing appearances, and, by 
refuſing to ſave your own and your fa- 


mily's reputation in the eye of the 


world, uſe yourſelf worſe than the un- 
_ gratefulieſt wretch on earth has uſed 
you. For it we are married, all the 
diſgrace you imagine you have ſuffered 
while a ſingle lady, will be my own; 

and only known to ourſelves. _ 
Once more then, conſider well the 
ſituation ve are both in; and remember, 
my deareſt life, that Thurſday will be 
ſoon here; and that you have no time 
to loſe. 
In a letter ſent by the meſſenger whom 
TI diipatch with this, I have deſired, 
that my friend, Mr. Belford, who is 

our very great admirer, and who 
Ls ali the ſecrets of my heart, will 
wait upon you, to know what J am to 
depend upon, as to the choſen day. 

| Surely, my dear, you never could, 
at any time, ſuffer half ſo much from 
cruel ſuſpenſe, as I do. 15 

If I haye not an anſwer to this, either 
from your own goodneſs, or through 
Mr. Belford's interceſſion, it will be 
too late for me to ſet out: and Captain 
Tomlinſon will be diſappointed, who 
goes to town on purpoſe to attend your 
pleaſure. "ub 

One motive for the gentle reſtraint I 
have preſumed to lay you under, is, to 
prevent the miſchiefs that might enſue 
(as probably to the more innocent, as 
to the leſt) were you to write to any- 
body while your paſſions were ſo much 
raiſed and inflamed againſt me. Hav- 
ing apprized you of my direction to 
the women in town on this head, I 

wonder you ſhould have endeavoured 
to ſend a letter to Miſs Howe, although 
in a cover directed to that young lady's 
ſervant“; as you muſt think it would 
be likely to fall into my hands. 

The juſt ſenſe of what I have de - 
ſerved the contents ſhould be, leaves me 
no room to doubt what they are. Ne- 
vertheleſs, I return it you incloſed, 
with the ſeal, as you will Le unbroken, 
* Relieve; I belegch you, deareſt Ma- 
dam, by the four requeſted words, or 
by Mr. Belford, the anxiety. of your 
ever-affettionate and obliged _ ; 
Rd Mean wt LOVELACE. 


- Remember, there will not, there can- 


-$7% 


| ſhe ſhould dete& me. 


The lady had made an attempt to ſend away a letter, 
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not be time for further writing, and 
for coming up by Thurſday, your 
uncle s birtb- day. 5 


LETTER XVII. 


MR. LOVELACE, TO JOHN BEL - 
FORD, ESQ. 


* 4, © MONDAY, JUNE 26, 
THOU wilt ſee the ſituation I am 
1 in with Miſs Harlowe by the in- 
cloſed copies of three letters; to two of 
which I am ſo much ſcorned as not to 
have one word given mein anſwer; an 
of the third (now ſent by the meſſenger 
who brings thee this) I am afraid as 
little notice will be taken—And if ſo, 
her day of grace is abſolutely over. 
One would imagine (ſo long uſed to 
conſtraint too as ſhe has been) that ſhe 
might have been ſatisfied with the tri- 
umph ſhe had over vs all on Friday 
night: a triumph that to this hour has 
ſunk my pride and my vanity ſo much, 
that I almoſt hate the words, plot, con- 
trivance, ſcheme; and ſhall miftruft 
myſelf in future, for every-one that 
riſes to my inyentive head. 
But ſeeſt thou not, that I am under 
a neceſſity to continue her at Sinclair's, 
and to prohibit all her correſpondences? 
Now, Belford, as I — — in m 


preſent mood, think of nothing leſs 


than marrying her, if ſhe let not Thurſ- 
day ſlip; I would have thee attend her, 
in purſuance of the intimation I have 
given ber in my letter of this date; and 
yow for me, ſwear for me, bind thy 
ſoul to her for my honour, and uſe what 
arguments thy friendly heart can ſug- 
eſt, in order to procure me an anſwer 
from her; which, as thou wilt ſee, ſhe 
may give in four words only. And 
then I purpoſe to leave Lord M. (dan- 
3 ill as he is) and meet her at 
er appointed church, in order to ſo- 
lemnize: if ſhe will ſign but CI. H. ta 
thy writing the four words, that ſhall 
do; for I would not come up to be made 
a fool of in the face of all my family 
and frieng gs N S 
If ſhe ſhould let the day go off 1 
ſhall be deſperate. I am entangled in 
my own devices, and cannot. bear that 
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devil are all my plots come to! What 
do they end in but one grand plot upon 
myſelf, and a title to eternal infamy 


and diſgrace! But, eee on thy 
friendly offices, I wil 
this. - Let her ſend me but one line! 


ſay no more of 


— But one line — To treat me as un- 
-worthy of her notice; yet be altogether 
in my power -I cannot Iwill not bear 


My lord, as I ſaid, is extremely ill. 
The doors give him over. He gives 
himſelf over. Thoſe who would not 
have him die, are afraid he will die. 
But as to myſelf, I am doubtful: for 
theſe long and violent ſtruggles between 


the conftitution and the diſeaſe (though 
the latter has three phyſicians and an 


apothecary to help it forward, and all 


three, as to their preſcriptions, of dif- 


ferent opinions too) indicate a plaguy 
tough habit, and ſavour more of re- 
covery than death: and the more ſo, as 


he has no ſharp or acute mental organs 


to whet out his bodily ones, and to raiſe 
his fever above the ſymptomatick help- 
„ $47 8 
Thou wilt ſee in the incloſed what 
pains I am at to diſpatch meſſengers; 
who are conſtantly on the road to meet 
each other, and one of them to link in 


the chain with a fourth, whoſe ſtation 


is in London, and five miles onward, 
or till met. But, in truth, I have 
ſome other matters for them to perform 
at the ſame time, with my lord's banker 
and his lawyer; which will enable me, 
if his lordſhip is ſo good as to die this 
bout, to he an overmatch for ſome of my 


other relations. I don't mean Charlotte 


and Patty; for they are noble girls; but 
others, who have been ſcratching ayd 
clawing under-ground: like ſo many 
moles in my abſence; and whoſe work - 
ings J have 3 ſince I have been 

e heaps of dirt they 


have thrown up. | 


A ſpeedy account of thy commiſſion, 
dear Jack! The leiter trayels all nicht. 


ET TER XVII. | 


uk, PEbrokb, ro ROBERT LOVE- 
ke , e 


„ {+ LONPON, JUNE 27. TUESDAY. 


f NY muſt excuſe me, Lovelace, 


from engaging in thy office you 


Fj would have me undertake, till I can 
be better aſſured you really intend ho- 


HARLOWE. 
8 at laſt to this much · injured 
3 © 
I believe you know your friend Be}. 
ford too well, to think he would be eaſy 
with you, or with any man alive, who 
ſhould ſeek to make him promiſe for him 
what he never intended to perform. And 
let me tell thee, that I have not much 
confidence inthe honour of a man, who 
by imitation of hands (I will only call 
it) has ſhewn ſo little regard to the ho- 
nour of his own relations. | 
Only that thou haſt ſuch jeſuitical 
qualifyings, or I ſhould think thee at 
leaſt touched with remorſe, and brought 
within view of being aſhamed of thy 
curſed inventions by the ill ſucceſs of 
thy laſt: which I heartily congratulate 
thee upon. | 
O the divine lady l- But I will not 
aggravate! 15 
Nevertheleſs, when thou writeſt, that, 
in thy preſent mood, thou thinkeſt of mar- 
rying, and yet canſt ſo eafily change thy 
mood: when I know thy heart is againſt 
the ſtate :—that the . words thou 
courteſt from the lady are as much to 
thy parpols, as if ſhe wrote forty; ſince 
it will ſhew ſhe can forgive the higheſt 
injury. that can be offered to woman : 
and when I recolle& how eaſily thou 
canſt find excuſes. to poſtpone, thou 
muſt be more explicit a good deal, as 
to thy real intentions, and future ho- 
nour than thou art: for I cannot truſt to 
a temporary remorſe; which is brought _ 
on by diſappointment too, and not by 
rinciple; and the like of which thou 
aſt fo often Rot over. 

If thou canit convince me time enough 
for the day, that thou meaneſt to do 
honourably by her, in her own ſenſe of 
the word; or, if not time enough, wilt 
fix ſome other day, (which thou ought- 
eſt to leave to her option, and not bind 
her down: for the hucſda z and the 
rather, as thy pretence for bo doing i 
founded on an abſolute fiction) I Sill 
then moſt chearfully undertake thy 
cauſe; by penſon, if ſhe will admit me 
to her preſence; if ſhe will not, by per. 


3; But, in this caſe, ttiou muſt allow me 


to be guarantee for thy faith. And, 
if fo, as much as I value thee, and re- 
ſpe& thy ſkill in all the qualifications 

of a gentleman, thou mayſt depend 
upon it, that I will a& up to the cha- 
ràcter of a guarantee, with more ho- 
nour than the princes of our day uſu- 
ally do to their ſhame be it ſpoken, 


CLARISSA 


Mean time, let me tell thee, that my 
Heart bleeds for the wrongs this an- 
gelick lady has received: and if thou 
doſt not marry her, if ſhe will have 
thee; and, when married, make her 
the beſt and tendereſt of huſbands, I 
_ would rather be a dog, a monkey, a 
bear, a viper, or a toad, than thee. 

Command me with honour, and thou 
ſhalt find none readier to oblige thee, 
than thy fencere friend, : 
e Jonx BELFORD. 


ee ee 


MR. LO CE, TO JOHN BEL- 


Me. HALL, JUNE 27. TUESDAY 
NIGHT, NEAR 12s, 
OURS reached me this moment, 
by an extraordinary puſh in the 
meſſengers. 
What a man of honour, thou, of a 
ſudden! - fl I 
And fo, in the imaginary ſhape of a 
uarantee, thou threateneſt me! 
Had I not been in earneſt as to the 
lady, I ſhould not have offered to em- 
ploy thee in the affair. But, let me ſay, 
that had/t thou undertaken the taſk, and 
I had afterwards thought fit to change 
my mind, I ſhould have contented my- 
ſelf to tell thee, that that was my mind 
when thou engagedſt for me, and to 
have given thee the reaſons for the 
change, and then left thee to thy own 
direction: for never knew I what tear of 
man was—nor fear of woman neither, 
till I became- acquainted with Miſs 
Clariſſa Harlowe; nay, what is mofl 
ſurprizing, till I came to have her in 
my power. uy 
And ſo thou wilt not wait upon the 


charmer of my heart, but upon terms 


and conditions !—Let it alone, and be 
curs'd; I care not. - But ſo much cre- 
dit did T give to the value thou er- 
preſſedſt for her, that I thought the 
office would have been acceptable to 
thee, as ſerviceable to me; for what was 
it, but to endeavour to perſuade her to 
conſent to the reparation of her on ho- 


nour ? For what have I done but diſ- 


graced myſelf, and been a thief to my 
own joys?—And if there be an union 
of hearts, and an intention to ſolem- 
nize, what is there wanting but the 
fooliſh ceremony?—And that I ſtill of- 
fer, But if the will keep back her 
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hand; if ſhe will make me hold out 
mine in vain—How can I help it? 

I write her one more letter, and if, 
after ſhe has received that, the kee 
ſullen ſilence, ſhe muſt thank herſelf 
for what is to follow. | 

But, after all, my heart is wholly 
hers, I love her beyond expreſſion; 
and cannot help it. I hope therefore 
ſhe will receive this laſt tender as I wiſh. 

Thope ſhe intends not, like a true wo- 
man, to plague, and vex, and teaze 
me, now ſhe has found her power, If 
ſhe will take me to mercy now theſe re- 
morſes are upon me, (Rouge I ſcorn 
to condition with thee for my ſincerity) 
all her trials, as I have heretofore de- 
clared, ſhall be over; and ſhe ſhall be 


as happy as I can make her: for, rumi- 


nating upon all that has 70 between 
us, from the firſt hour of ouracquaint- 
ance till the preſent, I muſt pronounce, 
that ſhe is virtue itſelf, and, once more 
I ſay, has no equal. 

As to what you hint, of leaving to 
her choice another day, do you conſi- 
der, that it will be impoſſible, that my 
contrivances and ftratagems ſhould be 
much longer concealed ?—This makes 
me preſs that day, though ſo near; and 
the more, as I have made ſo much ado 
about her uncle's anniverſary. If ſhe 
ſend me the four words, I will ſpare no 
fatigue to be in time, if not for the ca- 
nonical hour at church, for ſome other 
hour of the day in her own apartment, 
or any other: for money will do every- 
thing z and that I have never ſpared in 
this affair, | | 

To ſhew thee, that Tam not atenmity 
with thee, I incloſe the copies of two 
letters—One to her: it is the fourth, and 
muſt be the /aff on the ſubject 
other to Captain Tomlinſon; calcula- 
ted, as thou wilt ſee, for him to ſne her. 
And now, Jack, interferein'thiscaſe 
or not, thou knowelt the mind of 

| | R. LOVELACE> 


LETTER XX, 


MR, LOVELACE, TO MISS CLARISSA. 
 HARLOWE, | leet 


SUPERSCRIBED, TO MRS. LOVELACE» 


M. HALL, WEDN, MORN. ONE 

_ o0*CLockr, JuNnr'2S. - 
OT oneline, my deareſt life, not 
8 one word, in anſwer to three let 
ters I have written! The time is now 


' 
1 

* 
N + 


ſo ſhort, that this uf? be the laſt letter 


that can reach you on this fide of the 
important hour that might make us le- 


TIS... in iopety nnd =: 
Ny friend Mr, Belford is apprehen- 


Gve, that he cannot wait upon you in 


time, by. reaſon of ſome urgent affairs 


of his own. 8 
I the leſs regret the diſappointment, 
becauſe I have procured a more accept - 


able perſon, as I hope, to attend you; 


Captain Tomlinſon I mean: to whom 
I had applied for this purpoſe, before I 
had Mr. Belford's anſwer. Eg if 

I was the more ſolicitous to obtain 
this favour from him, becauſe of the 
office he is to take upon him, as I hum- 
bly preſume to hope, to-morrow. That 
office obliged him to be in town as this 
day: and F acquainted him with my 


unhappy ſituation with you; and de- 
_ bred, th 


at he would ſhew me, on this 
occaſion, that I had as much of his fa- 
vour and friendſhip, as your uncle had; 
ſince the whole «treaty muſt be broken 
off, if he could not prevail upon you in 


my behalf. 


He will dif tch the meſſenger di- 


. - rely; whom I propoſe to meet in per- 


ſon at Slough; either to proceed on- 


ward to London with a joyful heart, or 
toreturn back to M. Hall, with a broken 


ene. = 2 A 
I ought not (but cannot help it) to 


| anticipate the pleaſure Mr. Tomlinſon 


es to himſelf, in acquainting you 
with the likelihood there is of your mo- 
ther's: feconding your uncle's views. 


For, it ſeems, he hag privately commu- 


nicated to her his laudable intentions: 


and ber reſolution depends, as well as 
| Sis, upon what to-morrow will pro- 


a 8 then, I beſeech you, 


du 
for an hundred perſons ſakes, as well 


as for mine; that uncle, and tbat mo- 


ther, hoſe diſpleaſure I have heard you 


ſo often deplore. | 

Tou may think it impoſſible for me 
to reach London by the canonical hour. 
If it ſhould; the ceremony may be per- 


s N your own apartment, at any 


me in the day, or at night: ſo that 


Captain Tomlinſon may have it to aver 


to your uncle, that it was performed on 
bis anniverſary. ü 


| Tell but the captain, that you forbid 


m1 


— 


CLARISSA HARLOWE. 


me not to attend you: and that ſhall be 

ſufficjent for bringing to you, on the 

wings of love, your ever-grateful and 

affectionate | oats 54 
e LoveLace, 

LETTER. XXL 

TO. MR. PATRICK M'DONALD, AP 

HIS LODGINGS, AT MR. BROWN'S, 


. PERUKE-MAKER,IN ST.MARTIN'S 
LANE, WESTMINSTER, 


NM. MALL, WI DN. MORNING, TWO 
; 0'CLOCK, 
"DEAR M'DONALD, r 
HE bearer of this has a letter to 
1 carry to the lady “. I have been 
at the trouble of writing a copy of it; 
which I incloſe, that you may not miſ- 
take your cue. V 
Vou will judge of my reaſons for 
ante-dating the incloſed ſealed one , 
directed to you by the name of Tom- 
linſon; which you are to ſhew the lady, 
as in confidence. You will open it of 
courſe... ae | 
1 doubt not your dexterity and ma- 
nagement, dear M Donald; nor your 
zeal; eſpecially as the hope of cohabi- 
tation muſt now be given up. Im- 
poſſible to be carried is that = Hin I 
might break her heart, but not incline 
her will. Am in earneſt, therefore, to 
marry her, if ſhe let not the day ſli p. 
Improve upon the hint of her mo- 
ther. That muſt touch her. But John 
Harlowe, remember, has privately en- 
ged that lady—Privately, I ſay. elſe 
mo to mention the reaſon for her uncle 
Harlowe's former expedient) you know, 
ſhe might find means to get a letter 
away to the one or the other, to know 
the truth; or to Miſs Howe, to engage 
ber to enquire into it: and if ſhe ſhould, 
the word privately will account for the 
uncle's and mother's denying it. 
However, fail not, as from me, to 
charge our mother and her nymphs to 
redouble their vigilance both as to her 
perſon and letters. All's upon 2 crifis 
now. But ſhe muſt not be treated ill 
neither. N 43 2053 $1508 Bi" LEES! 
\ Thurſday over, Iſhall know what ta 
Z orb 27 bit fond ono cine 
If neceſſary, you muſt aſſume autho+ 
e 8 3 rity, 


CLARISSA 


rity. The devil's in't, if ſuch a girl as 
this ſhall awe a-man of your years and 
experience. You are not in love with 
her as I am. Fly out, if ſhe doubt 
your honour. Spirits zaturally ſoft may 
be beat out of their play, and borne 
down (though ever ſo much raiſed) by 
higher anger. All women are cowards 
at bottom: only violent where they 
may. I have often ſtormed a girl out 
of her miſtruſt, and made her yield (be- 
fore ſhe knew where ſhe was) to the 
point indignantly miſtruſted; and that 
to make up with me, though I was the 
aggreſſor. - 
If this matter ſucceed as I'd have it, 
(or if not, and do not fail by your fault) 
I will take you off the neceſſity of pur- 
ſuing your curſed ſmuggling; which 
otherwiſe may one day end fatally for 
ou. | 
5 We are none of us perfect, M' Donald. 
This ſweet lady makes me ſerious ſome- 
times in ſpite of my heart. But as pri- 
vate vices are leſs blameable than pub- 
lick; and as I think ſmuggling (as it 
is called) a national evil; I have no 
doubt to pronounce you a much worſe 
man than myſelf, and as ſuch ſhall take 
pleaſure in reforming you. 
I ſend you incloſed ten guineas, as a 
ſmall earneſt of further fayours. 
Mme you have been a very clever fel- 
ow. 


As to cloaths for Thurſday, Mon- 


mouth Street will afford a ready ſup- 


ply. Cloaths quite new would make 
your condition ſuſpected. But you may 
defer that care, till you ſee if ſhe can 
be prevailed upon. Tour riding · dreſs 
will do for the firſt viſit. Nor let your 
boots be over- clean. I have always 

told you the conſequence of attending 
to the minutiæ, where art (or impdſture, 
as the ill-mannered would call it) is 
deſigned — Your linen rumpled and 
ſoily, when you wait upon her—Eaſy 
terms theſe—Juſt'come to town—Re- 
member on formerly) to loll, to throw 
out your legs, to ſtroke and graſp down 
your ruffles, as if of ſignificance enough 
to be careleſs. What though the pre- 
ſence of a-fine lady would require a 
different behaviour, are you not of years 
to diſpenſe with politeneſs? You can 
94.06. ga upon her, you know. 
You are a father, yourſelf of daughters 
as old as ſhe. Evermore is parade and 
obſequiouſneſs ſuſpectable: it mult ſhew 
either a fooliſh head, or a knaviſh heart, 


Adieu, honeſt M'Donald, © 


Hi- 


HARLOWE, 805 
Aſſume airs of conſeguence therefore; 
and you will be treated as a an of 
conſequence. I have often more than 
half - ruined myſelf by my complaiſance; 
and, being afraid of controul, have 
brought controul upon myſelf. | 
I think I have no more to ſay at pre- 
ſent. I intend to be at Slough, or on. 
the way to it, as by mine to the lady. 


R. Ls 


LETTER xxII. 


TO CAPTAIN ANTONY TOMLINSON, 


[incLosED IN THE PRECEDING; TO BE 
' SHEWN TO THE LADY AS-IN CONF1- 
DENCE, ] | e 
M. HALL, TUESDAY MORN» 
JUNE 27. 
DEAR-CAPTAIN TOMLINSON: 
A" unhappy miſunderftanding hav- 
ing ariſen between the deareſt 
lady in the world and me, (the parti- - 
culars of which ſhe perhaps may give 
you, but I will not, becauſe I might be 
thought partial to myſelf;) and ſhe re- 
fuſing to anſwer my moſt preſſing and 
reſpectful letters; I am at a'molt per- 
plexing uncertainty whether ' ſhe will 
meet us or not next Thurſday, to ſo- 
lemnize. 8 

My lord is ſo extremely ill, chat if I 
thought ſhe would not oblige me, I 
would defer going up to town for two 
or three days. He cares not to have me 
out of his fight: yet is impatient to ſa- 
lute my beloved as his niece before he 
dies. This I have 4255 iſed to give him 
an opportunity to do; intending, if the 
dear creature will make me happy, to 
ſet out with her for this place directly 
from church. „ 
With regret I ſpeak it of the charmer 
of my ſoul; that irreconcileableneſs is 
her family- fault The leſs excuſeable 
indeed in her, as ſhe herſelf ſuffers by 
it in ſo high a degree from her own re- 


lations, { 
Now, Sir, as you intended to be in 


town ſome time before Thurſday, if it 


be not too great an inconvenience to 
you, I could be glad you would go up 
as ſoon 2 poll. for my ſake: and 
this I the more boldly requeſt, as I pre- 
ſume that a man who has ſo many great 
affairs of his own in hand as you have, 
would 


= * 
- 


$66 "CLARISSA 


would. be to be at a certainty him- 


ſelf as to the dax. 


+... You, Sir, can ſo pathetically and juft- 
ly. ſet before her the unhappy conſe- 


quences that will follow if the day be 


: pony as well with regard to her 
uncle 


s diſappointment, as to the part 
ven have aſſured me her mother is will- 


ing to take in the wiſhed - for reconci- 


non , 
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ſuffer herſelf to be prevailed upon. And 
à man and horſe ſhall be in waiting to 


take your diſpatches, and bring them to 


me. * N ehes EE. 
But if you cannot prevail in my fa- 


your, you will be pleaſed to ſatisfy your 
friend Mr. John Harlowe, that it is not 
my fault that he is not obliged. I am, 


dear Sir, your extremely obliged and 
faithful ſervant, TS 2 
X. LOVBLACE. 


LETTER xxm. 


* 
I» 
X 


x 
* 
py 
* 


rn. Jun 28, NEAR 12 0'CLOCE. 


'T Received yours, as 50 ſervant de- 
A fired. me eee Lee by ten this 


morning. Horſe man were in a 
Tap... * 

I inſtantly equipped myſelf, as if 
come 


ö from a JaveneTs and pc 
away to the lady, intending to plead 
t affairs that I came not before, in 


* 


order to favour your. ante date; and 
Uke wiſe to be in a hurry, to have a pre- 
tence to burry ber lady/hip, and to take 


Ny. 


no denial for her giving a ſatiYfaory 


return to your meſſenger: but, upoh my 
enterſn Mrs. Sinclaijr's/houſe, I found 
All in the greateſt conſternation. _ 


© You mult not, Sir, be ſurprized. It 


f is a trouble to me to be the relater of 


the bad news: but ſo it is The lad 
is gone off. She was miſſed but half 


an hour before I came. 


Her waiting maid is run away, or 


hitherto is not to be found: ſo that they 


conclude it is by her conniyance. _ 
They had ſent, before I came, to my 


honoured maſters Mr. Belton, Mr. 
Mowbray, and Mr. Belford, . Mr, F 


Tourville is out of town. 


8 4 7 words are aſſing between Ma- 


dam Sinclair, and 


my 


ſervant, 


HARLOWE. 


And your ſervant William threatens to 
hang or drown himſelf. 

hey have ſent to know if they can 
hear of Mabell, the waiting-maid, at 
her mother's, who it ſeems lives in 
Chick Lane, Weſt Smithfield; and to 
an uncle of hers alſo, who keeps an ale- 
houſe at Cow-Croſs, hard by, and with 


whom ſhe lived laſt, 
iation, that I have great hopes ſhe will 


Your meſſenger, having juſt changed 
his horſe, is come back: fo I will not 
detain him longer than to add, that I 
am, with great concern for this mis- 
fortune, and thanks for your ſeaſonable 
favour and kind intentions towards me, 
[T am ſure this was not my fault] bo- 
noured Sir, your maſt obliged bumble 


| PaTRICK M'DoxaLD, 
LETTER XXIV. 


MR. MOWBRAY, TO ROBERT LOVE- - 
LACE, ESQ. FAD 


* 


 DxAR LovELACE, 


I Have plaguy news to acquaint thee 


"WEDNESDAY, 12 o'cLoex. | 


with. Miſs Harlowe is gone off 
Quite gon, by my ſoul !—I have not 
time for particulars, your ſervant being 


gone off. But iff Thad, we are not yet 


come to the bottom of the matter. The 
ladieshereareall blubbering like devills, 
accuſing one another moſt confounded - 
ly : whilſt Belton and I damn them all 
Bs %% 
If thou ſhouldſt hear that thy fellow 
Will is taken dead out of ſome horſe- 
nd, and Dorcas cut down from her 


bed's teaſter from danglang in her own 
garters, be not ſurprized... Here's the 


devill to pay, Nobody ſerene but Jack 
Belford, who 1s taking minutes of exa- 
minations, accuſations, and confeſſions, 
with the ſignificant air of a Middleſex 
juſtice; and intends to write at large all 
particulars,.I ſuppoſe. - 
I heartily condole with thee: ſo does 


Belton. 


* * 
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will die now, to comfort thee for this 
loſs, what a ſeaſonable exit would he 

make! Let's have a letter from thee. 
Pr'ythee do. Thou canſt write devill- 
like to Belford, who ſhews us nothing 
at all, Thine heartily, 


Rp. MoOWBRAY. 


"LETTER KEV. 


MR. BELFORD, TO ROBERT LOVE- 
n LACE, ESQ. | 


Ld | THURSDAY, JUNE 2. 
ob haſt heard from M Donald 
and Mowbray the news. Bad ar 
good, I know not which thou'lt deem 
it. Tonly wiſh I could have given thee 
joy upon the ſame account, before the 
unhappy lady was ſeduced from ane 
ſtead: fe then of what an ungrateful 
villainy hadſt thou been ſpared the per- 
Feier which now thou haſt to an- 
wer for! 
| 1 to town purely to ſerve thee 
with her, expecting that thy next would 
ſatisfy me that I might endeavour it 
without diſhonour. And at firſt when 
I found ber gone, I half pitied thee; 
for nom wilt thou be inevitably blown 
up: and in what an execrable light wilt 
thou appear to all the world Poor 
Lovelace! Caught in thy own ſnares ! 
Thy puniſhment is but beginning! 2 
But to my narrative; for I ſuppoſe 
thou expeteſt all particulars from me, 
ſince Mowbray has informed thee that 
J have been collecting the. 
The nable exertion of ſpirit ſne hail 
made on Friday night, had, it ſeems, 
reatly diſordered her; inſomuch that 
N till Saturday even- 
ing; when Mabell ſawkher;/ and - 
ſeemed to be very ill: but on Sunday 
' morging, having dreſſed. herſelf, as if 
Aefigning to go to church, ſhe ordered 
Mapbell to, get her a coach to the door. 
The wench told her, She was to 
25 her in every -thing but the calling 
of a coach or chair, or in relation to 
letters. 8 3 5 
She ſent for Will, and gave him the 
ſame command. 8 ; 
_ He, pleaded his maſter's.orders to the 
contrary, and deſired to be excuſed; 
Upon this, down the went herſelf, 


and would have gone out without oh- 


ervation : but finding the ſtreet: door 
Jouble- locked, and ine key nos in the 


+ 


* 


. 


„ 
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Tack, ſhe ſtept into the ſtreet · parlour, and 
would 2 erg up the faſh to call 
out to the ple paſhng by, as they 
doubted ee 3 N . her laſt 
attempt of the ſame nature, had been 
faſtened down. | 
Hereupon ſhe reſolutely ſtept into 
Mrs. Sinclair's parlour in the back - 
houſe; where were the old devil and 


3 * two partners; and demanded the 


ey of the ſtreet - door, or to have it 

opened for her. Het. 

They were all ſurprized ; but defired - 
P be excuſed, and pleaded your or- 
ders. b 
She aſſerted, that you had no autho- 
Tity over her; and never ſhould have 
any ; thattheir preſent refuſal wastheir 
own act and deed: ſhe ſaw the intent 
of their back-houſe, and the reaſon of 
putting here there: ſhe pleaded her 
condition and fortune; and ſaid, they 
had no way to avoid utter ruin, but by 
opening their doors to her, or by mur- 
dering her, and buryiag her in their 
garden or cellar, tos deep for deteg- 
tion: that already what had been done 
to ber was puniſhable by death: and 
bid them at their peril detain ber. 

What a noble, what a right ſpirit has 
this charming creature, in caſes that will 


juſtify an exertion of ſpirit! 0 


They anſwered that Mr. Lovelace 
could prove his marriage, and would 
indemnify them. And they all would 
have vindicated their behaviour on Fri · 
day night, and the reputation of their 
houſe: but refuſing to hear them on 
that topiek, ſhe flung from them, threa- 


—__ S741 x 

She then went up half a dozen ſtairs 
in her way to her own apartment: but, 
as if ſhe had bethought herſelf, down 


ſhe the ſtept again, and proceeded towards 


the ſtreet · parlour; ſaying, as ſhe paſſed 


by the infamous Dorcas, ll-make 
myſelf protectors, though the windows 


ſuffer: but that wench, of her own 


head, on the lady's going out of that 


parlour to Mrs. Sinclair's, had locked 
the e po taken out the key: ſo 
that finding herſelf diſappointed, ſhe 
burſt into tears, and went ſabbing and 
-menxcing up- ſtairs again. | 5 
bhe made no other attempt till the 
effectual one. 1 2 mel. 
ſages, they ſuppoſe, coming ſo faſt upon 
=_ mode {chough the would not 
.anſwer one of them) gave her ſome 
amuſement, and an aſſurance to thrm, 
e that 


— T . — ¹ü¹·˙'t8——⁰ . — 
— 
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chat ſhe would at laſt forgive you; and 
that then all-would end as you wiſhed. 
The women, in purſuance of your or- 


ders, offered not to obtrude themſelves 
upon herz and Dorcas alſo kept out of 


Her ſight all the reſt of Sunday; alſo on 
Monday and Tueſday. But by the la- 
,dy's condeſcenſion (even to familiarity) 
to Mabel], they imagined, that ſhe muſt 


be working in her mind all that time 


to get away; they therefore redoubled 
their cautions to the wench ; who told 


% 


% them ſo faithfully all that paſſed be- 


-tween her lady and her, that they had 
no wp of her fidelity to her wicked 
Tis probable ſhe might have been 
-contriving ſomething all this time; but 
ſaw no room for perfecting any ſcheme: 
the contrivance by which ſhe effected 
her eſcape ſeems to me not to have been 
fallen upon till the very day; ſince it 
depended partly upon the aveather, as 
it proved. But it is evident ſne hoped 
ſomething from Mabell's ſimplicity, or 
gratitude, or compaſſion, by cultivating 
all the time er civility to her. | 
Polly waited on her early on "Wed- 
neſday morning; and met with a better 


reception than the had reaſon to expect. 


She complained, however, with warmth, 
of her confinement. - Polly ſaid, There 


would be an happy end to it (if it avere 


a confinement) next day, ſhe preſumed. 
dhe abſobntely declared to the contrary, 


in the way Polly meant it; and faid, - 


That Mr. Lovelace, on his return, 
: [hich looked as if fbe intended to wait 


Jor u] ſhould have reaſon to repentithe = 
orders he had given, as they all ſboula 
. *their obſeryance of them: let him ſend 


twenty letters, ſhe would not anſwer 


dne, be the conſequence what it would; 


nor give him hope of the leaſt favour, 
while ſhe was in that houſe. She had 
given Mrs. Sinclair and themſelves fair 
Warning, ſhe ſaid z no orders of another 


. 'ought to make them detain a free per- 


ſon: hut h 
to go, and 


ring made an open attempt 
We Geral ned thaw, y a 


was the calmer, ſhe told Po yz let them 


-Jaok to the eonſequence. 


2. Bvt = the ſpoke this with temper; 


and Polly gave it as her opinion, (with 
-ppprohenfion for their own ſafety) that 
having ſo good a handle to puniſh them 
all, ſhe would not go awav if ſhe might. 


And what, inferred Polly, is the 
indemnity of a man who has com- 


mitred the vileſt of repes on n perſon 
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© of condition; and muſt himfelf, if 
« proſecuted for it, either fly, or be 
© hanged?” | | | | 

Sinclair, {fo I will ſtill call her] upon 
this a e of Polly, forefaw, 
ſhe ſaid, the ruin of her poor houfe in 
the iſſue of this range buſineſs; and 
the infamous Sally and Dorcas bore 
their parts in the apprehenſion: and 
this pur them upon thinking it adviſe- 
able for the future, that the ſtreet · door 
ſhould generally in the day - time be 
only left upon a bolt-latch, as they 
called it, which any-body might open 
on the inſide; and that the key ſhould 
be kept in the door; that their nume- 


Tous comers and goers, as they called 


their gueſts, ſhould be able to give 
evidence, that ſbe might have gone out 
If be would; not forgetting, however, 
to renew their orders to Will, to Dor- 
cas, to Mabell, and the reſt, to re. 
double their vigilance on this occaſion, 
to prevent her efcape:—none of them 
doubting, at the ſame time, that her 
love of à man ſo conſiderable ip their 
eyes, and the proſpect of what was to 
happen as ſne had reaſon to believe on 
Thurſday, her uncle's birth - day, 
would (though perhaps not till the /aff 
Hour, for her pe ſake, was their 
word) engage her to change her tem- 


They believe, that ſhe diſcovered the 
key to be left in the door; for ſhe was 
down more than once to walk in the 


little garden, and ſeemed to caſt her 


eye each — to rden | 
About eight ay morning, an 
hour after Folly had left her, ſhe? told 
Mabell, She was ſure ſhe ſhould not 
live long; and having'a good _ 
ſuits of apparel, which after her death 
would be e uſe to anybody ſhe 
valued, ſhe would give her a brown 
luſtring gown, which, with ſome al- 
terations, to make it more ſuitable to 
her degree, would a great while ſerve 


her for a Sunday wear; for that ſhe 


(Mabell) was the only A in that 
houſe of whom ſhe could think vith - 
out terror or antipathy, 5 ; 

 Mabell e her e $11 
the occaſion, the lady ſaid, She had 
nothing to employ herſelf about; and 
if ſhe could get a workwoman directly, 


ſhe would look over her things then, 
and give her what ſhe intended for her. 


Her miſtreſs's mantua-maker, the 
maid replied; lived but a little way — 
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and the doubted not that ſhe could pro- 
cure her, or one of her journey-wo- 
men, to alter the gown out of hand. 


« I will give you alſo, ſaid ſhe, * a 


© quilted-coat, which will require but 
© little alteration, if any; for you are 
much about my ſtature: but the 
© gown I will give directions about, 
© becauſe the ſleeves, and the robings 


© and facings muſt be altered for your 
Wear, being, I believe, above your 


© ſtation: and try, aid ſhe, if you 
can get the workwoman, and we'll 
< adviſe about it. If ſhe cannot come 


but I had rather now, becauſe it will 
© amuſe me to give you alift,'” 
Then ſtepping to the window, It 
© rains,” ſaid ſhe: [And fo it had done 
all the morning] “ flip on the hood and 
© ſhort cloak I have ſeen you wear, and 
« come to me when you are ready to 
© go out, becauſe you ſhall bring me 
© in ſomething that I want.“ 8 
Mabell equipped herſelf according- 
ly, and received her commands to buy. 
her ſome trifles; 20 then left her; but, 


ip her way out, ſept into the back-... 
ar 


lour, where Dorcas was with Mrs. 


ing, and on what account, bidding 
Dorcas look out till ſhe came back. 80 


faithful was the wench to the truſt re- 
ſed in her, and ſo little had the la- 


y's generoſity wrought upon her. 
rs. Sinclair commended her; Dor- 
cas envied her, and took her cue: and 
Mabell ſoon returned with we man- 
tua-maker's journeywoman; (ſhe was 
reſolved” the ſaid, h 


guad ! 8 

The lady looked * gown and 
petticoat, and before the work woman 
cauſed Mabell to try it on; and, that 
it might ſit the better, made the willing 
wench pull off her upper-petticoat, 


and put on that ſhe gave her. Then, 
ſhe bid them go into Mr. Lovelace's 


apartment, and contrive about it be- 


fore the pier. glaſs there, and ſtay till 


came to them, to give them her 


opinion. 


'* Mabell would have taken ber oOũ ũ êg 
eloaths, and hood, and ſhort cloak 


with her; but her lady ſaid, No mat - 
ter you may put them on again here, 
« when we have conſidered about the 
„alterations: there's no occaſion to 
$ litter the other room.“ n 
ir : 


- 


| N ere it to her door, 
Sinclair, telling her where ſhe was go- ah 


ved, I i, ſhe would not come 
without her) and then Dorcas went off 


HARLOWE. 809 
They went; and inſtantly, as it is 


ſuppoſed, ſhe ſlipt on Mabell's gown 


and petticoat over her own, which was 
white damaſk, and put on the wench's 


hood, ſhort cloak, and ordinary apron, 


Wy” ſhe gre 4 
earing ſomebody tripping alon 
the 7 both Will . 
whipt to the inner- hall door, and ſaw 
her; but, taking her for Mabell, Are 
you going far, Mabell?“ cried Will. 
Without turning her face, or an- 
ſweringz the held out her hand, point 


Mme. ing to the ſtairs; which they conſtrued 
© now, let her come in the afternoon; 


as à caution for them to look out in 
her abſencez and ſuppoſing ſhe would 
not be long gone, as ſhe had not in 


form repeated her caution to them, up 


went Will, tarrying at the ſtairs- head 
in expectation of the ſuppoſed Mabell'a 
return. Bo © 

© Mabell and the workwoman waited 


a good while, amuſing themſelves not 
_ diſagreeably, the one with contriving 
. Þ the way of her buſineſs, the other 


delighting herſelf. with her fine gown 
and coat: but at laſt, wondering the 
lady did not come in to them, Mabell 


and tapping, 
not being anſwered, Rept into the 


chamber. 


— 


Will, at that inſtant, from his ſta». 
tion at the ſtairs-head, ſeeing Mabell 


in her lady's cloaths; for he had been 


told of the preſent, [Gifts to ſervants 


w from ſervant to ſervant in a minute] 


was very much ſurprized, having, as 


he thought, juſt ſeen her go out in her 


en; and ſtepping up, met her at the 


ir. How the devil can this be?“ 
he: juſt now you went out in 


your on dreſs || Ho eme you here 


« in this? And how could you paſs me 
© unſeen?* Butnevertheleſs, kiſſing her, 
faid, he would now brag he had kiſſed. 
his lady, or one in her eldathbs. 

I am glad, Mr. William,* cried 
Mabell, to ſee you here ſo diligently. 
But know you wherg my lady is ? 

+ In my maſter's ent, an- 


5K2 


then 


* 
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- then brought for her lady; and ſeeing 
Mabell dreſſed out, (whom ſhe had 
_ likewiſe beheld a little before, as ſhe 

© ſppoſed, in her common cloaths) ſhe 


810 


joined in the wonder; till Mabell, re- 
. entering the lady's apartment, miſſed 


what had happened, and letting the 
others into the ground of the ſuſpicion, 
they all agreed, that flie had certainly 
eſcaped. © And then followed ſuch an 
uproar of mutualaccuſation, and, *You 
, *©- fbould have dorie this," andy © You 
© fhould have done that, as" alarmed 
the whole houſe; every apartment in 
both houſes giving up it's devil, to the 
number of Sarto or fifteen, includ- 
ing the mother and her partners. 
Will told them his ftory; and then 
ran my as on the like orcaſion _ 
merly, to make enquiry, whether the 
lady was ſeen by 110 of the coachmen, 
chairmen, or porters, ' | 
neighbourhood: while Berens cleared 
herfelf immediately, and that at the 
re as/puilty as auk ward, having on 
tte ſuſpectedd price of her treachery; 
which Doras, out of envy, was ready 


1 "> a 
85 4-4: Wk N 


— 


her own cloaths; and then fuſpecting 


fing in that 


ö mn terror than 3 Was, 
» 
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© cut her into quarters with my own 
© hands; and carbonade and broil the 
« traitreſ(s for a feaſt to all the dogs and 
cats in the neighbourhood, and eat 
© the firſt ſlice of the toad myſelf, 
Without falt or pepper.“ | 
The poor Mabell, frightened out of 
her wits, expected every moment to be 
torn in pieces, having half a ſcore 
on clawed paws upon her all at once. 
he promiſed to confeſs all. But that 
all, when-ſhe had obtained a hearing, 
was nothing; for nothing had ſhe to 
confeſs; | F 
e with a curſe of mer- 
ered her to retire; undertaking 
that ſhe and Polly would examine her 
themMves, that they might be able to 
write all particulars to his Honour; and 
then, if ſhe could not clear herſelf, or, 
if guilty, give ſome account of the la- 
dy, (who had been fo abic hid as to give 
them all this trouble) ſo as they might 
get her again, then the cleaver and 
1 might go to work with all 
The wench, glad of this reprieve, 


went up ſtairs; and while, Sally was 


laying out the law, and prating away 
in hier uſual difatorial manner, whipt 
on another gown, and ſliding down 


ſtairs, eſcaped to her relations. And 


this flight, which was certainly more 
in the 
ue Old Bailey conſtruction, made a 
confirmation of the latter. | 

Theſe are the particulars of Miſs 
Harlowe's flight. Thou'lt hardly 


true 


think me too minute, - How I long to 


« 
9 — 


on the occaſion! 8 
Let me beſeech thee, my dear Love- 


triumph over thy impatience and 


me, in thy next letter, to rave moſt 


I ſhall” be grievouſly diſ- 
[ppointed, if thou doſt nor. 
- Where, Lovelace, can the poor lady 
be gone? And who can deſcribe the 


wa 


** = 1 1565 
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© entirely a ſtranger to it.“ And, let 


me add, has been deſpoiled of her ho- 
nour by the man for whom ſhe made all 
theſe ſacrifices; and who ſtood bound 
to her by a thouſand oaths and vows, to 
be her huſband, her protector, and 
friend! b 


Ho ſtrong muſt be her reſentment 


of the barbarous treatment the has re- 


ceived! How wortby of herſelf, that 


it has made her hate the man ſhe once 
tweed! And rather than marry him, 
chuſe to expoſe her diſgrace to the 


whole world; to forego the reconcilia- 
tion with her friends which her heart 


was ſo ſet upon; and to hazard a thou- 
ſand. evils to which her youth and her 


fex may too probably expofe an indi- 


gent and friendleſs beauty! 


Remembereſt thou not that home- 


"ſh upon thee, in one of the papers 
written in her delitium; of which 
however it favours not? 

1 will affure thee, that J have very 
often ſince moſt ſeriouſly reflected upon 


it: and as thy intended ſecond outrage A 


_ convinces me, that it made no impreſ- 
fion upon thee then, and perhaps thou 
haſt never thought of it ſince, I will 
tranſcribe the ſentencdtde. 
© Tf, as religion teaches us, God 
© will judge us, in a great meaſure, by 


© our benevolent or evil actions to one 


© another—O wretch, bethink thee, in 
© time bethink thee, how great muſt be 
© thy condemnation *#*' "po 
And is this amiable doQrine the ſum 
of religion? Upon my faith, 1 believe 
it is. For, to indulge à ſerious thoiight, 
fince we are not atheiſts, except in 
practice, Does God, the Berks of 
beings, , want any-thing of us for 
HiMSELF! And dôes he not enjoin us 
works of mercy, to one another, as the 
means foobtain Hit merey? A ſublime 
principle, and 'werthy of the Su. 
PREME SUPERINTENDANT and Fa- 
THER of all things 5 if we are to 
be judged by His noble principle, 
what, amdeed, muſt be. og condemna - 
tion on the ſcore of this lady only! 
And what mire, alid whit alt our con- 
Frateraity's, on the (care of othet wo- 
Mens u We Art dene GP us half f 

ad as thou, att, ds Well for want of 
inelination,, 1 hebe, at bk opportu- 


Aity! EP A 6 $5 F< as „ 
T dot 546, dt, ds ven feet thy 
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0201 ſake, as for the lady's, I wiſh ye 
were yet to be married to each other. 
It is the only medium that can be hit 
upon, tofalve the honour of both. All 
that's paſt may yet be concealed from 
the world, and from her relations; and 
thou mayeſt make amends for all her 
ſufferings, if thou reſolveſt to be a 
tender and kind huſband to her. 

And if this really be thy intention, 
I will accept, with pleaſure, of a com- 
miſhon from thee, that ſhall tend to 
promote ſo good an end, whenever ſhe 
can be found; that is to ſay, if ſhe will 
admit to her preſence a man who pro- 
feſſes friendſhip to thee. Nor can L 
give a greater demonſtration, that I am 
thy fincere friend, | 
. J. BELTORD. 


P. S. Madell's cloaths were thrown 
into the paſſage this morning: no- 
body knows by whom. | 


: ria 


MR. LOVELACE, ro jon BEL. 
| FORD, ESQ» 


e FRIDAY, JUNE 30. 
' Am ruined, undone, blown up, de- 
ſtroyed, and worſe than annihilated, 
that's certain - But was not the news 
ſhocking enough, doſt thou think, with< 
out thy throwing into the too wary 
feale reproaches, which” thou 'coul 
have had no opportunity to make but 


- 


for my own voluntary communications? 


at a time too, when, as it falls out, I 
have another very ſenſible diſappoĩnt- 
ment to ſtruggle with? ; 
I imagine, if there be ſuch a thing 
at future puniſhment, it muſt be none 
of the ſmalleſt mortifications, that = 
##e29 devil ſhall be puniſhed by a worſe 
od one. And, Tale that!” And 
© Take that!” to have the old fatyr er 
to the ferea ming ſufferer, Wins on wit 

à cat - O- nine tails, witha far of burn. 
ing braſs at the end of bach: And; 
ny er F! For aht . Why, if 
the truth might be fairly told, for not 
© deing ſo bad a devil a8 myſeff?! ? 
Thqu art, ſurely, caſfuiſt good enougl 
to Kno (what I have infiſted upon þ 
heretofore) that the ſin of ſeducing a 
ereduldus and eaſy girl, is as great ab 


That 
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dulous and watchful] one. 1 A 
However ungenerous an appearance 
{/ what Lam going to ſay may have from 
y pen, let me tell thee, that if ſuch a 


womanas Miſs Harlowe choſe to enter. 


Into the matrimonial fate ¶ Fam reſolv- 


ad to diſappoint thee in thy meditated 


triumph” over my rage and deſpair !] 
and, according to the old patriarchal 
fyſtem, to go on contributing to get 
ſons and daughters, with no other view, 
than to bring them up piouſly, and to be 
'* good and uſeful members of the com- 
monwealth, what a devil had ſhe to 
do, to let her fancy run a gadding af- 
ter a rake? One whom lhe #zeww to. be 
a rake ? S 
Oh but truly ſhe hoped to have the 
merit of reclaiming him. She had 
formed: pretty notions how charming 
i would look to have a penitent of her 
own making dangling at her fide to 
church, through an applauding neigh- 


bourhood: and, as their family increaſed, 


marching with her thither, at the head 


of their boys and girls, proceſſionally 
ad it were, boaſting. of the fruits of 
their honeſt defires, as my good lord 
. biſhop has it in his licence. And 
then, what a comely fight, all kneeling 
don together in one pew; according to 
. elderſhi 
whole family upon ſome old, monu- 
ment, where the honeſt chevalier in ar- 
mour is prefented-kneeling, with up- 
lift hands, and half a. dozen jolter- 
headed erop - eared boys behind him, 


gradatim, or ſtep. faſhion, ac- 
cording to age and ſize, all in the ſame. 
poſture Facing his pious dame, with 
2 a ruff about her neck, and as many 


whey-faced girls all kneeling behind 


er: an altar between, them, and an 
opened book upon it: over their heads 
ſemi-lunary rays. darting from gilded 
clouds, ſurrounding an atchievement- 
motto, In CQELO SALUs—or QUIES 

— perhaps, if they have happened tc 
Ne the uſval me ried life of brawl and 
contradiGtionZ 8 
It is certainly as much m 

tune to have fallen in with 
riſſa Harlowe, were I to have valued 
* reputation or caſe, as it 1s, that of 


5 


ſs Harlowe'to have been acquainted 

I done more:than proſecute the maxims, 
dy which a I, and eva. rake, 
axe governed, and which, before Fkuew 
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that of bringing to your lure an incre-. 


ther at every tu 
he ſtops, and ſet aſpinning again when 


ip, as we have ſeen in effigie, a 


to ride next. 


pened to 


misfor- 
iſs Cla- 


HARLOWE., 
this lady, we have purſued from pretty 


girl to pretty girl, as faſt as we had ſet 


onedown, takinganotherup;—juſtasthe 

fellows do with their flying-coaches and 

flying-horſesat acountry 5 Wich 

a * Who rides next! Who rides next!” 
But here, in the preſent caſe, to carry 

on the volant metaphor, (forI muſt either 

be merry, or mad) here is a pretty lit- 


tle Miſs juſt; come out of her hanging 


ſleeve-coat, brought to buy a pretty 
little fairing; for the 3 Jack, is 
but a great fair, thou knoweſt; and, 
to give thee ſerious reflection for ſerious, 
all it's joys but tinſelled hobby - horſes, 
gilt gingerbread, ſqueaking trumpets, 
painted drums, and ſo- fortn. 

Now behold this pretty little Miſs 

imming from booth to booth, in a 
very previ: manner. One pretty. little 
fellow called Wyerley, perhaps; ano- 
ther jiggeting raſcal called Biron, a 
third Cer yarlet of the name of 
Symmes, and a more hideous villain 
than any of the reſt, with a long bag 
under his, arm, and parchment ſettle- 
ments tagged to his heels, ycleped 
Solmes; purſue her from raree-ſhow to 
raree-ſhow, ſhouldering upon one ano- 
turning, ſtopping when 


ſhe moves... And thus dangled after, 
but ſtill in the eye of her watchful 
8 traverſes the pretty little 
Aifs through the Whole fair, equally 
delighted and delighting: till at falk, 
taken with theinvitatioh of the laced. bat 


bib. wearers fuck 4; 90's in the flying . 
E 


coaches, cutting ſafely the yielding air, 


. 


In then ſu ſ ſhe ſlily pops, when 
none of ber 9 are 3 and 
if, after two or three ups and downs, 
* pretty little head turns giddy, and 
ſhe throws herſelf out of the coach 
when at it's eleyation, and ſo daſhes - 
out her pretty little brains, who can 
help it! And would you hang the 

poor fellow, whoſe proftfſed trade it was 
to ſet the pretty little creatufes a flying? 
- Tis, true, this pretty little Miſs, 

being a very | refty little Miſe, beigg a 
very much admirtd little Miſs, being 
a. very eth, little Miſs, . who always 
mindedher book, and had paſſed throdgh 
her - ſawplar-do&raie with high 155 


t 
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plauſez had even ſtitched out, in gay 97 


ropriety of colours, an Abraham of- 
fering up Iſaac, a Samſon and the Phi- 
liſtines, and flowers, and knots, and 
trees, and the ſun, and the moon, and 
the ſeyen ſtars, all hung up in frames 
with glaſſes before them, for the ad- 
miration of her future grand children: 
wholikewiſe was entitled to a very pretty 
little eſtate: who was deſcended from 
a pretty little family upwards of one 
hundred years gentility; which lived 
in a very pretty Fre manner, reſpected 
a very little on their own accounts, a 
great deal on hers :— 

For ſuch a pretty little Miſs as this 
to come to ſo great a misfortune, muſt 
be a very ſad thing: but, tell me, would 
not the loſing of any ordinary child, of 
any other leſs conſiderable family, of 
leſs ſhining or-amiable qualities, have 
been as great and heavy a loſs to that 
family, as the loſing this pretty little 
Miſs could be to hers? 

To deſcend: to a very low inſtance, 
and that only as to perſonality; haſt 
thou any doubt, that thy ftrong-mul- 
eled bony face was as much admired by 

thy mother, as if it had been the face 
of a Lovelace, or any other handſome 
fellow? And had thy picture been 
drawn, would ſhe have forgiven the 
painter, had he not expreſſed ſo exactly 
thy lineaments, as that every - one ſhould 
have diſcerned the likeneſs? The hand- 


ſome likeneſs is all that is wiſhed for. 


Uglineſs made familiar to us, with the 
b natural to fond parents, will 
be beauty all the world over. Do thou 


apply. 1 


Bur, alas! Jack, all this is but a co- 
py of my countenance, drawn to evade 
thy malicel Though it anſwer thy un- 
friendly purpoſe to own it, I cannot 
forbear to own it, that I am ſtung to the 
very ſoul with this unhappy—Accident, 
muſt I call it Have I nobody, whoſe 
throat, either for careleſſneſs or treache- 
ry, I ought to cut, in order to pacify 
my vengeance? 5 5 
When I reflect upon my laſt iniqui- 
tous intention, the firff outrage ſo no- 
bly reſented, as well as, ſo far as ſhe 
was able, ſo nobly re/i/ted, I cannot but 
conclude, that I was under the power of 
faſcination from theſe accurſed Circes; 
.who, pretending to know their own ſex, 
would. have it, that there is in every 
woman a yielding, or a weak- reſiſting 


draw a few drops of blood after it; 


HARLOWE, 
moment to be met with : and that yer, 
and yet, and yet, I had not tried enough: 


but that, if neither love nor terror ſhovid 
enable me to hit that lucky moment, 


when, by help of their curſed arts, ſhe 


was once overcome, ſhe would be for 
ever overcome :—appealing to all my 
experience, to all my knewledge of 


the ſex, for a juſtification of their aſ- 


ſertion. 5 

My appeal to experience, T own, was 
but too favourable to their argument = 
for doſt thou think, I could have held 
my purpoſe againſt ſuchan angel as this, 
had I ever before met with a woman 
ſo much in earneſt to defend her honour 
againſt the unwearied artifices and per- 


ſeverance of the man ſhe loved? Why 


then were there not more examples of 2 
virtue ſo immoveable? Or, why was 
this ſingular one to fall to my lot? 
Except indeed to double my guilt; and 
at. the ſame time to convince all that 
ſhould hear her ſtory, that there arg 
angels as well as devils in the fleſh? 
So much for confeſhon; and for the 

ſake of humouring my conſcience; with 


a view likewiſe to diſarm thy malice 


by acknowledgment: fince no one ſhall 
ſay worſe of me, than I will of myſelf 
on this occaſion. I 
One thing I will nevertheleſs add, ts 
ſhew the ſincerity of my contrition 
»Tis this, that af thou canſt by an 
means find her out within theſe three 
days, or any time before ſhe has diſ- 
covered the ſtories relating to Captain 
Tomlinſon and her uncle to be what 


they are; and if thou canſt prevail upon 


her to conſent, I will actually, in thy 

preſence” and his (be to repreſent her 

uncle} marcy ert 
I am ſtill in hopes it may be ſo 


She cannot be long concealed—lI have 
already ſet all engines at work to find 
her out! and if I do, what indifferent 
perſons [and no one of her friends, as 


thou obſeryeſt, will look upon her} 


will care to embroil themſelves with a 


man of my figure, fortune, and reſo- 


lution ?—$hew her this part, then, or 
any other part, of this letter, at thy 


own diſeretion, if thou canſt find her: 


for, after all, methinks I would be 
glad that this affair, which is bad enough 
in itſelf, ſhould go off without worſe 
perſonal conſequences to any- body elſe; 
and yet it runs in my mind, I know 


not why; that, ſooner or later, it will 
ex- 


cept 
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ther, were 


2s her eloaths are returned, let if 
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cept ſhe and I can make it up between 


.ourſelves, And this may be another 
reaſon. why ſhe ſhould not carry her re- 
ſentment too far—Not that ſuch an af- 
Fair would give me much concern nei- 
F to chuſe any man or men; 
For I heartily hate all her family but 
herſelf; and ever hall. 


Ler me add, that the lady's plot to 
eſcape appears, to me no extraordinary 


one. There was much more luck than 


probability that it ſhould do: ſince, to 
make it ſucceed, it was neceſſary, that 
Dorcas and Will, and Sinclair and her 
pymphs, ſhould be all deceived, or off 
their guard. It belongs to me, when 
4 fee them, to give them my , hearty 


#hanks that they were; and that their 


#lfiſh care to provide for their own fu- 


ture ſecurity, ſhould induce them to 


leave their outward door upon their 


Holt - latch, and be curs'd to them. 
Mabell deſerves a pitch - ſuit and a 


bonfire, rather than the W 306 

e la- 
dy's be put to her others, to be ſent to 
her when it can be told whither - But 
mot till I give the word neither; for we 
muſt get the dear fugitive back again, 


af ible. VVV 
- 0 1 ſuppoſe that my ſtupid villain, who 


knew not ſuch. a goddeſs-ſhaped lady 
with,a mien ſo noble, from the avk- 
award and bent ſhouldered Mabell, bas 
been. at Hampficad. to fee after. her. 


An yet I hardly. think ſhe would go 


| He ougbt to go thraugh eve- 
y ſtreet where Fall — 5 80 are 

p., to enquire after à new-comer. 
Ie hovſes of ſuch as deal in wamens 
matters, and tea, coffee, and fuch- 
ke, are thoſe to be enquired at for 
Her. If ſome tidings be not quickly 
theard of her, I would not have either 


+Dorcas, Will, or Mabell, appear in 


my fight, whatever their ſuperiors think 
Kt to do. 


This, though written in 1 
is a very long letter, conſidering it is 
not à Parrative one, or à journal of- 
proceedings, like moſt of my former; 
For ſuch will unavoidably and. natu- 
rally, as I may ſay, run into length. 
But I have ſo uſed myſelf to write a 

reat deal of late, that I know not 
bow to belp it. Vet U muſt. add to 


it's length, in order to explain my- 


ſelf an @ hint J gave at the begipving 
of itz which was, that 1 have another 


* 
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to be mortified. 
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Hſappointment, beſides this .of. Miſs 
Harlowe's eſcape, to bemoan. 

And what Jol think it is? Why, 
the old peer, pox of his tough conſtitu- 
tion, (for that malady would have help- 
ed him on) has made ſhift by fire and 
brimſtone, and the devil knows what, 
to force the gout to quit the counter- 


ſcarp of his ſtomach, juſt as it had 


collected all it's ſtrength, in order to 
ſtorm the citadel of li Pet. In ſhort, 
they have, by the mere force of ſtink. 
pots, hand-granades, and pop-guns, 
driven the ſlow-working pioneer quite 
out of the trunk into the extremities; 
and there it lies nibbling and gnawing 
vpon his great toe; when I had hoped a 
fair end both of the. diſtemper and the 
diſtempered. F 
But I, who could write to thee of 
Jaudanum, and the wet cloth, formerly, 
yet let 80007. a year flip through my 
fingers, when I had entered upon it 
more than in imagination, [for I had 
begun to aſk the ſtewards queſtions, 
and to hear. them talk of fines and re- 
newals and ſuch fort of ſtuff J deſerve 


* 


Thou canſt not imagine, how diff! 
rently the ſeryants, and even my cou- 
fins, look upon me, fince yeſterday tc 
what they did before. Neither the one 
nor the other bow or curtſey bal ſo low. 


Nor am Ia quarter ſo often his honour 


and your bopour, as I was within theſ 
few hours, with the former: and as to 
the latter—It is '* Confin Bobby,” again, 
© Sir," and e Sir,” and, * If jou pl 
© Mr. Lovelace.” And now they hav 


with the vſual Faridliariry, Tmftead- of 


the inſolence tg.congratulate me on the 


recovery of the beft of uncles; while I 
am forced to ſeem as much delighted 
as they, when, would it do me good, 
I could, fit down and cry my eyes ont. 
I had beſpoke my mourning ima- 

| er the example of a cert:i 


= 


ination, a 'a certiin | 
a 155 eign miniſter, who, before the death, 
or even laſt illneſs of Charles II. as 
honeſt White Kennet tells ys, had half 
exhanſted Blackwell Hall of it's fables 
An indication, as the hiſtarian would 
infinvate, that the monarch was to be 
poiſoned, and the ambaſſador in th 
Feed yet, fool that I was, 
could not take the hint—What the de- 
vil does a man read hiſtory for, if he 
cannot profit by the examples he find 


/ Lanowe. 
Bal thisy Jacky" is an obſervation 6f 
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ce old peer's verified, That one migfor- 
tune ſeldom comes alone : and ſs con- 
eludes thy dorubly mortified / 
N LOVELACE., 


LETTER xxvn. 


W1$S CLARISSA HARLOWE, TO MISS 


"WEDNESDAY NIGHT, JUNE 28, 
O MY DEAREST MISS HOWE! 
N CE more have I efcaped—But, 
alas! I, my beft ſelf, have not ef- 
caped l- Oh! your poor Clariffa Har- 
lowe! Tou alſo will hate me, I fear 
Vet you won't, when you know all! 
But no more of my ſelf !==My 12 
ſelf. You that can riſe in a mornin; 
to be bleſt, and to bleſs; and 18 to re 
delighted with your own reflections, 
and in your unbroken, unftarting flum- 
bers, converſing with ſaints and angels, 
the former only more pure than your- 
ſelf, as they have ſhaken off the incum- 
brance of body; you ſhall be my ſub- 
je as you have long, long, been my 
only pleaſure. And let me, at awful 
diftance, revere my beloved Anna 
Howe, and in her reſſect upon what her 
Clariſſa Harlowe once was! | 
„ WE 
Fox divx, O forgive, my ramblin 
My peace is deſtroyed. My intelle: 
are touched. And what flighty non- 
ſenſe muſt you read, if yo now will 
vouchſafe to correſpond with me as 
formerly! | 
O my beſt, my deareſt, my ozly friend! 
Whata tale have I to unfold ! But fill 
upon /elf, this vile, this hated /e/f!—T 
will ſhake it off, if poſſible; and why 
ſhould I not, fince T think, except one 
wretch, I hate nothing ſo much? Self, 
then, be baniſhed from Fd one mo- 
ment, (for I doubt it will for no longer) 
to enquire after a dearer object, my be- 
loved Anna Howe! Whoſe mind, all 
robed in ſpotleſs white, charms and ir- 
radjates—But what would I ſay ?— 
* 
AND now, 1 deareſt friend, after 
this rhapſody, which, on re-peruſal, I 
would not let go, but to ſhew you what 
a diſtracted mind dictates to my trem- 
ins.) pet How ac you! You have been 
very ill, it ſeems, That you are recy- 
wwered, my dear, let me hear. That your 
mother is well, pray let me hear, and 
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hear quickly. This comfort ſurely is 
owing to me; for if life is no worſe 
than chequer-work, I muſt now have a 
little white to come, having ſeen no- 
thing but black, all unchequered dif. 
mal black, for — great, great while, 

Xe To» mY , 


Aub what is all this wild incohe- 


rence for? It is only to beg to know 


how you have been, and how now 
do, by a line directed for Mrs. Rachel 
Clark, at Mr. Smith's, a glove-ſhop, in 
King Street, Covent Garden ; which 
(although my abode is ſecret to every - 
body elfe) 21 the hands of — our 
r1happy—but that's not enough—your 


e, 


CrakissA HARLOWE. 


LETTER XXVIII. 


MRS, HOWE, TO Miss CLARISSA 


HARLOWE. 
{$VUPERSCRIBED, AS DIRECTED IN THE 
PRECEDING.) . 


736 \ FRIDAY, uns 30, 
| MISS CLARISSA HARLOWE, 
OU will wander to receive a let. 
ter from me. I am ſorry for the 
great diſtreſs you ſeem to be in—Such 
a hopeful young lady as you were! 
But ſee what comes of diſqbedience te 
parents! 
For my part, although T pity you, 
yet I much more pity your poor father 
and mother. Such education as they 
gave yout—ſuch improvements as you 
made !—and ſuch delight as they took 
in you! And all come to this! 5 
„But pray, Miſs, don't make my 
Nancy guilty of your fault; which is 
that of diſobedience. I have charged 
her over and over not to correſpond with 
one who has made ſuch a giddy ſtep. It 
is not to her reputation, I am ſure. You 
kaow that I fo charged her; yet you go 
on correſponding together, to my very 
great vexation; for ſhe has been ve 
perverſe upon it, more than once. Ei 
communication, Miſs—You know the 


reſt. 

Here, people cannot be unhappy b 
ode, ion they muſt oer be 
friends and acquaintance, whoſe diſcre- 
tion has kept them clear of their errors, 
into near as much unhappineſs as if 

they had run into the like of their own 
heads! Thus my peor daughter is a l- 
i TY ways 
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— N 


—— ne re nur — ͤ r 2 GO OY 
- 
* 


— ——— —— — —_ —__ 


—— . ⏑—¹*⅛,—— can 
i 


816 


ki tears and grief. And ſhe has 


unhappy. TOE. 
ple, who ſeek their own ruin, 


po d her own felicity, truly, be- 
r you are 
1 


. could be the only ſufferers by their 


headſtrong doĩngs, it were ſomething : 
but, O Miſs, Miſs! what have you to 
anſwer for, who have made as many 


eved hearts as have known you!— 
The whole ſex is indeed wounded by 


you: for, who but Miſs Clariſſa Har- 
lowe was propoſed by every father and 


mother for a pattern for their daugh- 
ters? a | 


I write a long letter, where I pro- 


poſed to ſay but a few words; and thoſe 
to forbid your writing to my Nancy: 


and this as well becauſe of the falſe ſtep 


ou have made, as becauſe it will grieve 
* poor heart, and do you no good. If 
you love her, therefore write not to her. 


Vour ſad letter came into my hands, 


make! 


Nancy being abroad: and I ſhall not 
ſhew it her: for there would be no com- 
fort for her, if ſhe ſaw it, nor for me, 
whoſe delight ſhe is As you once was 
to your parents. | 
But you ſeem to be ſenſible pt, 
of your errors 'now,——So are all giddy 
girls, when it-is too late; and what a 
creſt-fallen figure then do the conſe- 


quences of their ſelf-willed obſtinacy 


and headſtrongedneſs compel them to 


I may ſay too much: only as I think 


it proper to bear that teſtimony againſt 


your: raſhneſs which it behoves every 


careful parent to bear: and none more 
than your compaſſionating wwell-wiſhing, 


ANNABELLA HOWE. 


1 ſand this by a ſpetial_meſenger, 
who has buſineſs only ſo far as 


Barnet, becauſe you ſhall have no 


need to write again; knowing how 
| ou love writing: and knowing 
ikewiſe, that misfortune makes peo- 


ple Plainti ve. 


CLETTER en. 


MISS CLARISSA HARLOWE, ro MRS, 
| EY HOWE, i Eg 


SATUSDAY, JULY I. 


| P=* RMI T me, Madam, to trouble 


you with a few lines, were it onl 


to thank you for your reproofs; whic 
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have, nevertheleſs, drawn freſh ſtreams 
of blood from a bleeding heart. f 
My ſtory is a diſmal ſtory. It has 
circumſtances in it that would engage 
pity, and poſſibly a judgment not alto- 
gether unfavourable, were thoſe cir- 
cumſtances known. But it is my buſi- 
neſs, and ſhall be all my buſineſs; to 
repent of my failings, and not endea- 
vour to extenuate them. | 
Nor will I ſeek to diſtreſs your worthy- 
mind. If I cannot ſuffer alone, I will 
make as few parties as I can in my ſuf- 
ferings. And, indeed, I took up my 
pen with this reſolution when I wrote 
the letter which has fallen into your 
hands. It was only to know, and that 
or a very particular reaſon, as well as 
for affection unbounded, if my dear 
Miſs Howe, from whom I had not heard 
of a long time, were ill; as I had been 
told ſhe was; and if ſo, how ſhe now 
does. But my injuries being recent, 
and my diſtreſſes having been exceeding 
great, ſelf would croud into my letter. 
When diſtreſſed, the human mind is apt 
to turn itſelf to every.one-in whom it 
imagined or wiſhed an intereſt, for pity 
and conſolation Or, to expreſs myſelf 
better, and more conciſely, in your own 
words, * Mtsfortune makes people plain- 
© tive:* and to whom, if not to a friend, 
can the afflicted complain? 9 
Miſs Howe being abroad when my 
letter came, I flatter myſelf that ſhe is 
recovered. ' But it would be ſome ſa- 
tis faction to me to be informed if ſhe 
has been ill, Another line from your 
hand would be too great a favour; but, 
if you will be pleaſed to direct any ſer- 
vant to anſwer yes, or no, to that queſ- 


„tion, I will not be further trouble- 


ſome. _ .. | 
\ Nevertheleſs, I muſt declare, that my 
Miſs Howe's friendſhip was all the 
comfort I had, or expected to have in 
this world; and a line from her would 
have been a cordial to my fainting 
heart. Judge then, deareſt Madam, 
how reluctantly I muſt obey your pro- 
hibition—But yet I will endeavour to 
obey it; although I ſhould have hoped, 
as well from the tenor of all that has 
Paſſed between Miſs Howe and me, as 
from her eſtabliſhed virtue, that ſhe 
could not be tainted by evil communi- 
cation, had one or two letters been per- 
mitted. This, however, I aſk not for, 
ſince I think I have nothing to do, but 
to beg of God (who, I hope, has ngt 
's REES — ct 
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yet withdrawn his grace from me, al- 


though he is pleaſed to let looſe his juſ- 
| tice upon my faults) to give me a truly 
broken ſpirit, if it be not already broken 


enough, and then to take to his mercy 


the unhappy 
| CLARISSA HARLOWE. 


Two favours, good Madam, I have 


to beg of you The firſt - that you 
will not let any of my relations 
know that you have heard from 
me. The other—that no living 
creature be apprized whereI am to 
be heard of, or directed to. This 
is a point that concerns me, more 
than I can expreſs.— In ſhort, my 


preſervation from further evils may 


depend upon it. 


LETTER XXX, 


MISS CLARISSA HARLOWE, TO HAN- 
TOP NAH BURTON. 


Fs THURSDAY JUNE 29. 
MY GOOD HANNAH, 
TRANGE things have happened 
to me, ſince you were diſmiſſed my 
ſervice, (ſo ſorely againſt my will) and 
our pert fellow-ſervant ſet over me,— 
But that muſt be all forgotten now. 
How do you, my Hannah ? Are you 
recovered of your illneſs? If you are, 
do you chuſe to come and be with me? 
Or can you conveniently ? 

I am a very unhappy creature, and, 
being among all ſtrangers, ſhould be 
glad to have you with me, of whoſe fi- 
delity and love I have had ſo many ac- 
_ ceptable inſtances. | | 

iving or dying, I will endeavour to 
make it worth your while, my Han- 
nah. . ey 2 

If you are recovered, as I hope, and 
if you have a good place, it may be they 
would bear with your abſence, and 
ſuffer ſomebody in your room for a 
month or ſo : and, by that time, I hope 
to be provided for, and you may then 
return to your place. 

Don't let any of my friends know of 
this my deſire; whether you can come 
ar . 8 ö 

I am at Mr, Smith's, a hoſier's and 
glove-ſhop, in King Street, Covent 
Garden. #044 | 


You muſt dire& to me by the name 


of Rachel Clark, 
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Do, my good Hannah, come if you 
can to your poor young miſtreſs, who 
always valued you, and always will, 
whether you come or not, 
I ſend this to your mother at St. Al- 
ban's, not knowing where to direct to 
ou. Return me a line, that I may 
now what 'to depend upon: and I 
ſhall ſee you have not forgotten the 
pretty hand you were taught, in happy 
days, by your true friend, | 


CrakIssA HARLOWE. 
LETTER XXXI. 
HANNAH BURTON, IN ANSWER. 


| MONDAY,. JULY 3. 
HONORED MADDAM, | 


| 1 Have not forgot to write, and never 


will forget oy e you, my dear 
young lady, was fo good as to larn me, 
am very ſorrowful for your misfor- 
tens, my deareſt young lady; ſo ſorrow - 
full, I do not know what to do. Gladd 
at harte would I be to be able to come 
to you. But indeed I have not been 
able to ſtir out of my rome here at my 
mother's, ever ſince I was forſed to leave 
my plaſe with a roomatiſe, which has 
made me quite and clene helpleſs. I will 
pray for you night and day, my deareſt, 
my kindeſt, my goodeſt young lady, 
who have been ſo badly uſed ; and I am - 


very ſorry I cannot come to do you love 


and ſarvice; which will ever be in the 
harte of mee to do, if it was in m 


power: who am ones moſt dutifull ſar- 
3 


ant to comman 
Hannan BURTON, 


LETTER XXXIL 


MISS CLARISSA HARLOWE, TO MRS, 
JUDITH NORTON, | | 


THURSDAY, JUNE 29s 

MY DEAR MRS, NORTON, 8 

J Addreſs myſelf to you after a very 

long ſilence, (which, however, was 

not owing either to want of love or. 

duty) principally to defire you to ſa- 

tisfy me in two or three points, which 
it behoves me to know. _ 


My father, and all the family, I am 


informed, are to be at my uncle Har- 
lowe's this day, as uſual, Pray ac- 
5L2 quaint 


3 
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aint me, if they dave been there? 
And if they were chearful on the anni - 
vor occaſion? And alſo, if you 
have heard of any journey, or intend- 
. ed journey, of my brother, in com- 
pany with Captam Singleton and Mr, 

olmes ? © DEA | 

Strange thin ve happened to me, 
my br — and maternal friend 
Very ſtrange things !— Mr. Lovelace 
has proved a very barbarous and un- 
watefyl man to me. But, God be 
prai 


ed, I have eſcaped from him. Be- 


ing among abſolute ſtrangers, (though 
I ink worthy folks) I have written to 
Hannah Burton to come and be with me. 
If the good creature fall in your way, pray 
encourage her to come to me. I always 
intend 

hoped to be in happier circumſtances. 


Say nothing to any of my friends that 


you have heard from me. Is 

Pray Do you think my father would 
be prevailed upon, if I were to ſoppli- 
cate him by letter, to take off the heavy 
curſe he laid upon me at my going from 
Harlowe Place? I can pe 
Favour from him : but that being li- 
| terally fulfilled as to 15 proſpects in 

this life, I hope it will be thought to 
have operated far enough; and my 
heart is ſo weak It is very weak 
But for my father's own ſake— What 
ſhould I ſay !—Indeed I hardly know 
how I ought to expreſs myſelf on this 
ſad; ſubje& !—But it will give caſe to 
my mind to be releaſed from it. 

I am afraid my por, as Iuſed to call 
the good creatures to whoſe neceſſities I 
was. wont to adminiſter by yome Foueh: 
ful hands, have miſſed me of late. But 


now, alas Tam poor myſelf. It is not 


the leaſt aggravation of my fault, nor 
of my regrets, that with fuch inclina- 
tions as God had given me, I have put 
it out of my power to do the good T 
once pleaſed myſelf to think Lwas born 
to do. It is a fad thing, my deareſt 
Mrs. Norton, to render uſeleſs to our- 
ſelves and the world, by our own rafh- 
| neſs, the talents which Providence has 
"entruſted to us, for the ſervice of both. 
But theſe refleions — 
and perhaps I ought to have kept them 
To yl. Lt me, however, hape, that 
you ſove me fill. Pray let mu hope that 
you do. And then, notwithſtanding my 


fol to the kind and truly-mater= 


4 4 4 2 
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nal 


to have her, ſhe knows: but 


no other 


misfortunes, which have made me ſeem 


pains you have taken with me from 
my cradle, I ſhall have the happineſs to 
think that there is ene worthy perſon, 
who hates not the unfortunate _ 


CLAR1SSA HARLOWE. 


Pray remember me to my foſter- bro- 
ther. I hope he continues dutiful 
and good to you. 
Be pleaſed to direct, For Rachel 
Clark, at Mr. Smith's, in King 
Street, Covent Garden.“ But 


keep the direction an abſolute ſe- 
cret. N | 


LETTER XXXUL 
MRS. NORTON. IN ANSWER. 


5 | SATURDAY, JULY I. 
OUR letter, my deareſt young 
& lady, cuts me to the heart! Why 
will you not let me know all your dii- 
treſſes ?—Yet you have ſaid enough! 
My ſon is very good to me. A few 
hours ago he was taken with a feverith 
di ſorder. But I hope it will go off hap: 
pily, if his ardour for bufineſs will 
give him the receſs from it which his 
maſter is willing to allow him. 
He preſents his duty to you, and ſhed 
tear's at hearing your 66 21. read. 
You have been miſinformed as to 
your family's being at your uncle 
Harlowe's. © They did not intend to be 
there. - Nor was the day kept at all. 


| Indeed, they have not ſtirred out, but 


to church, (and that but three times) 
ever ſince the day you went away.— 
Unhappy day for them, and for all who 
know you !'——To me, I am fure, moſt 
particularly ſo !-— My heart now bleeds 
more and more for you. 

I have not heard à ſyllable of ſuch a 
jourvey as you mentioned of your bro- 
ther, Captain Singleton, and Mr. 
Solmes. There has been ſome talk 
indeed of your brother's ſetting out 
for his northern aſtates: but Tha ve not 
heard of it lately, - | . 


W eee e e ene ved 


from you. It grieves me to tell you 
ſo, my deareſt . lady. No — 
can have happened to yon, which they 
do not expect to hear of; ſo great ĩs their 
-antipathy to the wicked man, and ſo 
bad ie his character. 

| N II cannot 
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I cannot but thiok hardly of their 
unforgiveneſs: but there is no judging 


for others by one's ſelf. Nevertheleſs 


L will add, that, if you had had as 
gentle ſpirits to deal with as your own, 
or, I will be bold to ſay, as mine, 
theſe evils had never happened either to 
them, or to you. I knew your virtue, 


and your love of virtue, from your very 


cradle; and I doubted not but hat, 
with God's grace, would always be 
your guard. But you could never be 
driven; nor was there occaſion to drive 
ou So generous, ſo noble, ſo diſcreet 
—But how does my love of your ami- 
able qualities encreaſe my afflition; as 
theſe recollections muſt do yours! 
You are eſcapeg, my deareſt Miſs— 
Happily, I hope That is to ſay, with 
your honour—Elſe, how great muſt be 
your diſtreſs !—Yet from your letter I 
dread the worſt. | 
I. am very ſeldom at Harlow? Place. 
The houſe is not the houſe it uſed to 
be, fince you went from it. Then 
they are ſo relentleſs! And, as I can- 
not ſay harſh things of the beloved 
child of my heart, as well as boſom, 
they do not take it amz/s that I ſtay 


away. | ERS 
15 Your Hannah left her place ill ſome 
time ago; and, as ſhe is ſtill at her 
mother's at St. Alban's, I am afraid 
ſhe continues ill. ſo, as you are 
among ſtrangers, and I cannot encou- 
rage you at preſent to come into theſe 
parts, I ſhall thiok it my duty to attend 
vou (let it be taken as it will) as ſoon 
as my Tommy's indiſpoſition will per- 
mit; which I hope will be ſoon. 
L have alittle — * . Vou 
ſay you are poor your ſeif.— How griev- 
6 3 one entitled 
and accuſtomed. to affluence! — Will 

ou be ſo good to command it, my be- 

oved young lady ?— It is moſt of it 
your own bounty to me. And I ſhould 
take a pride to reſtore it to it's original 
owner. . 

Your poor bleſs you, and pray for 
vou continually. I. have ſo managed 
ur laſt benevolence, and they have 

e, ſo. healthy, and bave had ſuch 
conſtant employ, that it bas held out; 
and will hold out, till the happier 
times return which I continually pray 


for. | 
Let me beg of you, my deareſt young 
lady, to take to yourſelf all weft aids 5 


\ 
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which good perſons, like you, draw 
from RELIGION, in fupport of their 
calamities, Let your ſufferings be 
what they will, I am ſure you have 
been innocent in your intention. So 
do not deſpond. None are made to 
ſuffer above what they can, and there- 
fore ought to bear. 


We know not the methods of Pro. 
' vidence, nor what wiſe. ends it may 


have to ſerve in it's ſeemingly ſevere 


. diſpenſations to it's poor creatures. 


Few perſons have greater reaſon to 
ſay this than myſelf. * And ſince we 
are apt in calamities to draw more 
comfort from example than precept, 
you will permit me to remind you of 
my own lot: for who has had greater 
ſhare of afflictions than myſelf? 

To ſay nothing of the loſs of an 
excellent mother, at a time of life 


when motherly care is moſt wanted; 


the death of a dear father, who was an 
ornament to his cloth, (and who had 
qualified me to be his ſtribe and ama- 
nuenſis) juſt as he came within view of 
a preferment which would have m 
his family eaſy, threw me friendleſs 
into the wide world; threw me upon a 
very careleſs, and, which was much 
worſe, a very unkind huſband. Poor 
man But he was ſpared long enough, 
thank God, in a tedious illneſs, to re- 
pent of his neglected opportunities, 
and his light prineiples; which I have 
always thought of with pleaſure, al- 
though I was left the more deſtitute 
for his chargeable illneſt, and ready 
to be brought to bed, when he died, of 
my Tommy. Tr | 
But this very circumſtance, which I 
thought the unhappieſt that I could 
have been. left in, (fo ſhort-ſighted is 
human prudence!) became the happy 
means of recommending me to your 
mother, who, in regard tomy charac- 
ter, and in compaſſion to my very de- 
ſtitute circumſtances, permitted me, as 
I. made a conſcience of not parting 
with my poor boy, to nurſe both you 
and him, born within a few days of 
each other. And I have never ſinee 
wanted any of the humble bleſings 
which God has made me contented 
1 is i 
Nor have I known what a very great 
ief was, from the day of my poor 
uſband's death, till the day that your 
parents told me how much they were 
| - *  Uetermined 
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of your averſion to him, but how un- 
worthy he was of you: for then I be. 
n to dread the conſequences of forc- 


ing ſo generous a ſpirit; and, till then, 


character and 


I never feared Mr. Lovelace, attract - 
ing as was his perſon, and ſpecious his 
manners and addreſs. For I was ſure 
you would never have him, if he gave 
you not good reaſon to be convinced of 

is reformation: nor till your friends 
were as well ſatisfied in it as yourſelf, 


But that happy miſunderſtanding be- 


tween your brother and Mr. Lovelace, 
and their joining ſo-violently to force 
you upon Mr. Solmes, did all that 
miſchief, which has coſt you and them 
ſo dear, and poor me all my peace! O 
what bas not this ungrateful, this dou- 
bly-guilty man to anſwer for! 
Nevertheleſs, / you know not what 


Gad has in ſtore for you 85 But if 


vou are to be puniſhed all your days 
here, for example ſake, in a caſe of 


ſuch importance, for your one falſe ſtep, 


be pleaſed to conſider, that this life is 


but a ſtate of probation; and if you 


have your purification in it, you will 
be the more happy. Nor doubt I, that 
you will have the higher reward here- 
after for ſubmitting to the will of 
Providence here with patience and re- 
fignation. AER 

You ſee, my deareſt Miſs Clary, 
that I make no ſcruple to call the ſtep 

u took a falſe one. In you it was 

eſs excuſable than it would have been 
in any other young lady; not only be. 
cauſe of your ſuperior talents, but be- 
cavſe of the oppoſition between your 

Ws ſo that if you had 
been provoked to quit your father's 
houſe, it needed not to have been with 
him. Nor needed I, indeed, but as 
an inſtance of my impartial love, to 
have written this to you“. 

After this, it will have an unkind, 
and perhaps at this time an unſeaſona- 
ble appearance, to expreſs my concern, 
that you have not before favoured me 
with a line. Vet if you can account to 
yourſelf for your ſilence, I dare ſay, I 
ought to be ſatisfied; for I am ſure you 
love me: as I both love and honour 
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: determined that you ſhould have Mr. 
Solmes; when IT was apprized not only 


you, and ever will, and the more for 
your misfortunes. F 


nl 


One conſolation, methinks, I have, 


even when I am ſorrowing for your ca- 


Jamities; and that is, that I know not 
any young perfon ſo qualified to ſhine 
the brighter for the trials ſhe may be 
exerciſed with: and yet it is a conſola- 
tion that ends in adding to my regrets 
for your afflictions, becauſe you are 
bleſſed with a mind fo well able to bear 
proſperity, and to make every-body 
round you the better for it Moe un- 
to him !--O this wretched, wretched 


man l—But Iwill forbear till I know 


more. 5 + | 

- Ruminating on every- thing your me- 
lancholy letter ſuggeſts, and apprehend- 
ing from the gentleneſs of your mind, 
the amiableneſs of your perſon, and 


' your youth, the further misfortunes 


and inconveniences to which you may 
poſſibly be ſubjected, I cannot con- 
clude without aſking for your leave to 
attend you, and that in a very earneſt 
manner And I beg of you not to deny 
me, on any conſideration relating to 
myſelf, or even to the indiſpoſition of 
my other beloved child; if I can be 
either of uſe or comfort to you. Were 


it, my deareſt young lady, but for 


two or three days, permit me to attend 
you, although my ſon's illneſs ſhould 
encreaſe, and compel me to come down 
again at the end of thoſe two or three 
days.—I repeat my requeſt likewiſe, 
that you will command from me the 
little ſum remaining in my hands of 
your bounty to your poor, as well as 
that diſpenſed to your ever-affeFionate 
and faithful ſervant, 


JupiTax Nok rox, 


LET TB ZAC... 


MISS CLARISSA HARLOWE, TOLADY 
BETTY LAWRANCE, ©? 
1 THURSDAY, JUNE 29. 
bn, ** 2 
F Hope you'll excuſe the freedom of 
this addreſs, from one who has not 
the honour to be perſonally known to 


Me. Norton having only the family repreſentation and invectives to form her judge 


ment upon, knew not that Tlariſſa had determined againſt going off with Mr. Lovelace; 


nor how ſolicitous ſhe had been to procure for herſelf any other p 
apprehended, that if the ſtald, the had no way to avoid being 


ptection than his, when ſhe 
WRT to Mr: Stents, 


. 
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you, Although you muſt have heard 
much of Clariſſa Harlowe. 
to beg the favour of a line from your 
ladyihip's hand, (by the next poſt, if 
convenient) in anſwer to the following 
dueſtions. | | 


1. Whether you wrote a letter, dated, 


as J have a memorandum, Wedn. 
June 7, congratulating your ne- 


phew Lovelace on his ſuppoſed 
nuptials, as reported to you by 
Mr. Spurrier, your ee sſtew- 
- ard, as from one Captain Fomlin- 
ſon: —and in it reproaching Mr, 
Lovelace, as guilty of ſlight, &c. 
in not having acquainted your la- 
- dyſhip and the family with his 
marriage? i ; 5 
2. Whether your ladyſhip wrote to 
— Miſs: Montague to meet you at 
Reading, in order to attend you to 
your couſin Leeſon's in Albemarle 
Street; on your being obliged to 
be in town on your old Chancery- 
_ affair, I remember are the words? 
And whether you beſpoke your ne- 


* 


phew's attendance there on Sun- 


day night the 110 
3. Whether your ladyſhip and Miſs 
Montague did come to town at 
that time; and whether you went 
to Hampſtead, on Monday, in a 
hired coach-and-four, your own 
being repaicing; and took from 
_- thence to town the young creature 
whom you viſited there? 


Your lady hip will probably gueſs, 

that the queſtions are not aſked for rea- 
ſons favourable to your nephew Love- 
lace. But be the anſwer what it will, 
it can do him no hurt, nor me any good; 
on! y that I think Lowe it to my former 
hopes, (however deceived in them) 
and even to charity, that a perſon, of 
whom I was once willing to think bet- 
ter, ſhould not prove ſo egregiouſly 
abandoned, as to be wanting, in every 
inſtance, io that veracity which is in- 
diſpenſable in the character of a gen- 
tleman. . n 

Be pleaſed, Madam, to direct to me, 
(keeping the direction a ſecret for the 
preſent) © To be left at the Bell Savage 
© on Ludgate Hill, till called for. I 
am your ladyſbip's moſt humble ſervant, 


CrARISSA HARLOWE, 


It is only. 
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LETTER XXXV. 


LADY BETTY LAWRANCE, TO MISS 
CLARISSA HARLOWE. ; 


| SATURDAY, JULY 1. 
DEAR MADAM, . 
Find that all is not as it ſnould be 
L between you and my nephew Love- 
lace, It will very much afflict me, 
and all his friends, if he has been guilty 
of any deſigned baſenefs to a lady of 
your a and merit. | 
We have been long in iS ay of 
an opportunity to congratulate you and 
ourſelves upon an event moſt earneſtly 
wiſhed for by us all; ſince all our hopes 
of þim are built upon the power you 
have over him: for if ever man adored 
a woman, he is that man, and you, 
Madam, are that woman. 
Miſs Montague, in her laſt letter to 
me, in anſwer to one of mine, enquir- 
ing if ſhe knew from him whether he 
could call you his, or was likely ſoon 
to have that honour, has theſe words: 
* Iknow not what to make of my cou- 
fin Lovelace, as to the point your la- 
* dyſhip is fo earneſt about. He ſome- 
times fays, He is actually married to 
Miſs Clariſſa Harlowe: at other times, 
that jt is her own fault if he be not. 
He ſpeaks of her, not only with love, 
but with reverence: yet owns, that 
there is a miſunderſtanding between 
them; but confeſſes that ſhe is wholly 
© faultleſs. An angel, and nota wo- 


Aa a a 


© man, he ſays ſhe is: and that no man 


© living can be worthy of her. 
This is what my niece Montague 
writes. . „„ Sad Ss 
God grant, my deareſt young lady, © 
that he hay not kb ſo ode of 
fended you, that you cannot forgive 
him! If you are not already married 
and refuſe to be his, I ſhall loſe all 
hopes that he ever will marry, or be 
the man I wiſh him to be. So will 
Lord. M. So will Lady Sarah Sad- 


ler. 


I will now' anſwer your queſtions: 
but indeed I hardly know what to 


write, for fear of widening ſtill more 
the unhappy difference between you. 
jr 


But yet ſuch a young lady muſt 
mand every - thing from me. This then 
1s my aner. 8 

a : TS i 5 I wrote 


— ED 8 __— > 
— — — XI; - — __ — — 
— — R— - — - oC cre eres Moons — 
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J wrote not any letter to him on or 
about the 7th of June. 
Neither I nor my ſteward know ſuch 
a man as Captain Tomlinfon. 
I wrote not to my niece to meet me 
at Reading, nor to accompany 
me to my coufin Leeſon's in town. 
My Shancery- affair, though, like 
moſt Chancery- affairs, it be of 
oc ſtanding, is nevertheleſs now 
in fo good a way, that it cannot 
give me ocęaſion to go to town. 
Nor have I been in town theſe fix 
months: nor at Hampſtead for ſe- 
J © 
Neither ſhall T have any temptation 
| to go to town, except to pay my 
congratulatory compliments to 
Mrs. Lovelace. On which otta- 
fon 1 mould go with the greateſt 
- pleafure; and ſhould hope for the 
2 of your accompanying me 
4 CIOS Hall, for à month at 


Ze yr will the reafon of your en- 
quiry, let me entreat you, my dear 
young lady, for Lord 4 
my fakez for this giddy man's fake, 
foul! as well as body; and for all our 
Family's ſakes; not to ſuffer this anſwer 
to widen differences fo far as to make 
wp refuſe him, if he already has not 
the honour of calling you his; as Iam 
zpprehenſive be has not, by your fign- 
mg by 8. family- name. 

And here let me offer to you my me- 
tation to compoſe 


the difference be- 


Tween you, be it what it will. Your 


_ cauſe, my dear young lady, cannot be 


put into the hands of any-body living 


more deyoted to your ſervice, than into 
thoſe of yoar fincere admirer, and bum- 
4 ELI. LAWRANCE, 


CPEDTLER XXLY. - 
"M138 CLARISSA HARLOWE, ro uns. 


nopess. 


©, ENDFIELD, JUNE 29. 


mus. mods, A 

'F Am under a kind of neceſſity to 
A write to you, having no one among 
"my relations tb whom Þ dare write, or 


Jos a line from if I did. Ttis but to 
ſwer 


a queſtion. It is this: 


N - 


.'s ſake; for 


HARLOWE. 
Whether you know ſuch a man as 
Captain Tomlinſon? And if you do, 
whether he be very intimate with my 
* N : 150 n 

will deſeride his perſon, left, poſ- 
fibly, he ſhould go by another a 
among you; although I know not why 
he ſhould. | | 
He is 2 thin, talliſh man, a little 
ou -fretten; of a ſaHowiſh complexion. 
ifty years of age or more. Of agood 
aſpe& when he looks up. He ſeems 
to be a ferious man, and one who 
knows the world. He ſtoops a little in 
the ſhoulders. Is of Berkſhire. His 
wife of Oxfordſhire; and has feveral 
children. He removed lately into your 
Parts from Northamptonſhire. ä 
I muſt devre you, Mrs. Hodges, 
that you will not let my uncle, nor 
any of my relations, know that I write 


to you, | ; 
You uſed to fay, that you would be 
glad to have. it in your power to ſerve 


. me. That, indeed, was in my. pro- 


ſperity. But I dare ſay, you will not 
refuſe me in a particular that will oblige 
me, without hurting yourſelf. 

I underſtand, that my father, mother, 
and ſiſter, and, I preſume, my brother, 
and my uncle Antony, are to be at my 
uncle Harlowe's this day. ' God pre- 
ſerve them all, and may they rejoice in 
many happy birth- days! You will 
write {ix words to me concerning their 
healths: {2455 5k 4, Ml 

Direct, for a particular reaſon, To 
Mrs. Dorothy Salcomb, to be left, 
till called for, at the Four Swans Inn, 
< Biſhopſpate Street.” | | 

You know my hand-writing well 
enough, were not the contents of the 


letter ſufficient to excuſe my name, or 


any other ſubſcription, than that of 
1 8 | - Your Friend. 


LETTER xXxxvi. | 
uns. HODGES. IN ANSWER, 


8 SAT. JULY 2. 
; „ 5 e 

1 eturn you an anſer, as you wiſh 
1 me to doe, Maſter is acquented 
with no fitch-man, . am ſhure no ſitch 
ever came to our houſe. And maſter 
ſturs very little out. He has no harte 
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to ſtur out. For why? Your obſti- 
nacy makes um not care to ſee one ano- 
ther. Maſter's birth-day never was 
kept ſoe before: for not a ſole heere; 
and nothing but ſikeing and ſorrowin 
from maſter 10 think how it yuſed to 
bee. | 

I axed maſter, if ſoe bee he knowed 
fitch a man as one Captain Tomlinſon? 


But ſayed not whirfor Iaxed. He ſed, - 


No, not he. | 

Shure this is no trix nor forgary bru- 
ing againſt maſter by won Tomlinſon— 
Won knows not what cumpany you 
may have been forſed to keep, ſen you 
went away, you knoe Maddam. Ex- 
cuſe me, 8 but Lundon is a 

ſtilent plaſe; and that Squire Luveleſs 
is a devil, (for all he is fitch a like 
gentleman to look to) as I hey herd 
every boddy ſay; and think as how you 
have found by thiſs. 

I truſte, Maddam, you wulde not let 
maſter cum to harme, if you knowed 
it, by any body who may pretend to 
be acquented with him: but for fere, I 
querid with myſelf if I ſhulde not tell 
him. But I was willin to ſhow you, 
that I wulde pleſſure you in advarſity, 
if advarſity bee youre lott, as well as 
proſprity: for I am none of thoſe that 
woulde doe otherwiſs. Soe no more 
from your humble ſarvant, to wiſh you 
Tvell, : 5 

SARAH HODGES, 


LETTER XxxVIII. 


MISSCLARISSA HARLOWE, TO LADY 
BETTY LAWRANCE, 


MADAM), | 
1 excuſe myſelf from giving 


our lady ſhip this one trouble more; 
to thank you, as I moſt heartily do, for | 


your kind letter. 

I! muſt ownto you, Madam, that the 
| honour of being related to ladies as 
eminent for their virtue as for their de- 


ſcent, was at firſt no ſmall inducement - 


with me to lend an ear to Mr. Love- 
Jace's addreſs. And the rather, as I 
was determined, had it come to effect, 
to do every-thing in my power to de- 
ſerve your favourable opinion 


T had another motive, which I knew. - 


, would of itſelf give me merit with your 
whole family; a preſumptuous one (a 


a. 


in after him. 


cure two women, dreſſed out d pv Long 
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uniſhably preſumptuous one, as it 
fas proved) in the hope that I might 

be an humble means in the hand of 
Providence to reclaim a man, who had, 
as I thought, good ſenſe enough at bot · 


tom to be reclaimed; or at leaſt grati- 


tude enough to acknowledge the in- 
tended obligation, whether the gene- 
rous hope were to ſucceed or not. 
But I have been moſt egregiouſly 
miſtaken in Mr, Lovelace; the only 
man, I perſuade myſelf, pretending to 
be a gentleman, in whom I could have 
been ſo much miſtaken : for while I was 
endeavouring to ſave a drowning wretch, 
I have been, not accidentally, but pre- 
meditatedly, and of ſet purpoſe, drawn 
And he has had the 
glory to add to the liſt of thoſe he has 
ruined, a name, that, I will bebold to 
ſay, would not have diſparaged his own. 
And this, Madam, by means that 
would ſhock humanity to be made ac- 
quainted with. 

My whole end is ſerved by your la- 
dyſhip's anſwer to the queſtions I took 
the liberty to put to you in writing. 


Nor have I a with to make the unhappy 


man more odious to you, than is ne- 
ceſſary to excuſe myſelf for abſolutely 


declining your offered mediation. . 


When your ladyſhip ſhall be inform- 


ed of the following particulars; 


That after he had compulſatorily, as 


'T may fay, tricked me into the a& of 
going o 


with him, he could carry me 

to one of the vileſt houſes, as it has 

proved, in London : 
That he could be guilty of a wicked 


attempt, in reſentment of which I found 


means to eſcape from him to Hamp- 


| . 
MONDAY, JULY 3. 


That, after he had found me out 
there, (I know not haw) he could pro- 


perſonate your ladyſhip and Miſs Mon- 
tague; who under pretence of engaging 


me to make a viſit in town to your cou- 


fin Leeſon, (promiſing to return with 
me that evening to Hampſtead) betrayed 


me back again to the vile houſe: where, 


again made a priſoner, I was firſt rob - 
bed of my ſenſes; and then of my ho- 
nour. Why ſhould I ſeek to conceal 
that diſgrace from others, which I can» 


not hide from myſelf? _ 


When your ladyſhip ſhall know, 
That, in the ſhocking progreſs to this 


ruin, wilful falſhoods, repeated forge- 


ries, (particularly 5 one letter from 


ver 


1 


— 


or — 7 
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your lady ſhip, another from Miſs Mon- 


tague, and a third from Lord M.) and 
numberleſs perjuries, were not the leaſt 


of his crimes: you will judge, that I 


d can have no principles that gh make 


me worthy of an alliance with ladies of 
'yours and your noble ſiſter's character, 
I could not from my ſoul declare, 


that ſuch an alliance can never zow 


ce place. 

I will not offer to.clear myſelf en- 
tirely of blame: but, as to him, I have 
no fault to accuſe myſelf of: my crime 
"was, the correſponding. with him at 
Arſt, when, prohibited ſo to do by thoſe 
who had a right to wy obedience; made 

fable, by giving him 
2 clandeſtine meeting, which put me 
Into the power of his arts. And for 
this, I am content to be puniſhed: 
thankful, that at laſt T have eſcaped 
from him; and have it in my power to 


rejedt fo wicked a man for my huſband; 


andglad, if I may be a warning, fince 
J cannot be an example; which onee 
(very yain, and very conceited as 
was) I propoſed to myſelf to be. 
All the ill T with him is, that he may 
reform; and that I may be the laſt-vic- 
tim to his baſeneſs. Perhaps this de- 
frable wiſh may be obtained, when he 


Mall ſee how his wickedneſs, his un- 


merited wickedneſs! to a poor crea- 
ture, made friendleſs by his cruel arts, 
will end. 


I conclude with my humble thanks 


0 your ladyſhip, for your favourable 


Z * of me; and with the aſſurance, 
th 
[4 


at I will be, wiile life is lent me, 


a . obliged ſer- 
3 : 


CLarssAa HARLOW. 


LETTER XXXIX. 


MISS CLARISSA HARLOWE, TO MRS. 
5 N Ae. . 


5 2 "SUNDAY EVENING, JULY 2. 
"TOW kindly, my beloved Mrs. 
1 Norton, deg you ſoothe the an- 
Fun of a bleeding heart! Surely you 
re mine own mother; and by ſome un- 
*accountable miſtake, I muſt have been 
laid to a family, that having newly 
found out, or at leaſt ſuſpsRed, the im- 
poſture, caſt me from their hearts, wi 
the indignation that ſuch a diſcovery 
Will warrant, e 


—— 


So 5 


leave brie 


? 
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O that T had been indeed your owit 
child, born to partake of your humble 
fortunes, an heireſs only to that con- 
tent in which you are ſo happy! Then 
Thould T have had a truly gentle ſpirit 
to have guided my ductile heart, which 
force and ungenerous uſage fit ſo ill 


upon: and nothing of what has hap- 


pened would have been. 

But let me take heed, that I enlarge 
not, by impatience, the breach already 
made in my duty by my raſhneſs! ſince, 
had T not erred, my mother, at leaft, 
could never have been thought hard- 
hearted and unforgiving. Am I not 
then anſwerable, not ki for my own 
Faults, but for the conſequences of 
them; which tend to depreciate and 
bring diſgrace upon a maternal charac- 
ter never before called in queſtion ? 
It is kind however in you, to endea- 
vour to extenuate the fault of one fo 
greatly ſenſible of it: and could it be 
wiped off res it would render me 
more worthy of the pains you have 
taken in my education: for it muſt add 
to your grief, as it does to my confu- 
ſion, that after ſuch provilng begin- 
nings, I ſhould have ſo behaved, as to 
be a difgrace inſtead of a credit to you 
and my other friends. 

But that I may not make you think 
me e ee than I am, give me 
y to aſſure you, that when 
my ſtory is known, I ſhall be entitled 
to more compaſſion than blame, even 


on the ſcore of going away with Mr. 


Lovelace. ; 
As to all that happened afterwards, 
let me only ſay, that although I muſt 
call myſelf a loſt creature as to this 
world, yet I have this conſolation left 
me, that I have not ſuffered either for 
want of circumſpection, or through 
*credulity or weakneſs. Not one mo- 
ment was I off my guard, or unmind- 
ful of your early precepts. But (hav- 
ing been enabled to baffle many baſe 
contrivances) I Was at laſt ruined by 
arts the moſt inhuman. But had I not 
been rejected by every friend, this low- 
"hearted man had not dared, nor would 
have had opportunity, to treat me as he 
"has. treated me. 8 
More I cannot, at this time, nor 
need I, ſay: and this I deſire you 
Rech to yourſelf, Teſt reſentmenis ſhould 
e taken yp when J V. that may 
cad the evil ich hope yl end 
DL ; 
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I have been miſinformed, you ſay, as 
to my principal relations being at my 
uncle Harlowe's. The day, you ſay, was 
not kept. Nor have my brother and Mr. 
Solmes - Aſtoniſning! What compli- 
cated wickedneſs has this wretched 

man to anſwer for !—Were I to tell 
ou, you would hardly believe there 
could haye been ſuch a heart in man. 


But one day you may know the whole 


Rory !—At preſent I bave neither in- 
clination nor words—O my burſting 
heart !—Yeta happy, a wiſhed relief !— 
Were you preſent my tears would ſup- 
ply the reſt ! Fa 


I RESUME my pen! | 

And ſo you fear no letter will be re - 
ceived from me. But DON'T grzeve to 
tell me ſo! I expect every-thing bad 


And ſuch is my diſtreſs, that had you 


not bid me hope for mercy. from the 
Throne of Mercy, I ſhould have been 
afraid that my 4 $Ins dreadful curſe 
would be compleated with regard to 
both worlds. 

For here, an additional misfortune! 
In a fit of phrenſical heedleſſneſs, I 
ſent a letter to my beloved Miſs Howe, 
without recollecting her private addreſs; 
and it has fallen into her angry mother's 
hands: and fo that dear friend perhaps 
has a- new. incurred diſpleaſure on my 
account, And here too, your worthy 
ſon is ill; and my poor Hannah, you 
think, cannot come to me O my dear 
Mrs. Norton, will you, can you cen- 
ſurethoſe whoſe reſentments againſt me 
Heaven ſeems to- ve of? And will 
you acquit ber whom that condemns ? 

Yet you bid me not deſpond.— Iwill 
not, if I can help it. And, indeed, 


moſt ſeaſonable conſolation has your 


kind letter afforded me,—Yet to God 
Almighty do I appeal, to avenge my 
wrongs, and vindicate my inno- 
But huſhed he my ſtormy paſſions! 
— Have I not but this moment ſaid, 
that your letter gave me conſolation ? 
— May thoſe be forgiven, who hinder 
my father from forgiving zwe!—And 
this, as to them, ſhall be the harſheſt 
thing that ſhall drop from my pen. 
But although, your ſon ſhould reco- 
ver, I charge you, my dear Mrs, Nor- 
ton, that you do not think of coming 
to me. I don't know ſtill, but your 
mediation with my mather (although 
at preſent: your ĩnterpoßtion would be 


vice, while I can write, and per ca 
3 
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be ſo little attended. to) may be of uſe 


to procure me the revocation of that 


moſt dreadful part of my father's curſe, 


which only remains to be fulfilled, 


The voice of nature muſt at laſt be 


heard in my favour, ſurely, It will 
only plead at firſt to my friends in 
the fell, conſcious plaintiveneſs of 2 
young and unhardened beggar. Bu 
it will grow more. clamorous when 1 
have the courage to be ſo, and ſhall de- 
mand, perhaps, the paternal prote&ion 
from further ruin; and that forgiveneſs, 
which thoſe will be little entitled to 
expect, for their own faults, who ſhall 
interpoſe to have it refuſed to me, for 
an accidental, not a premeditated error: 
and which, but for them, I had never 
fallen into. Ts ; 
But again impatiency, founded per- 
haps on ſelf - partiality, that ſtrange miſ- 
leader! prevails. ; 
Let me briefly ſay, that it is neceſſary 
to my preſent and future hopes, that 


you keep well with my family. And 


moreover, ſhould you come, I may be 
traced out by that means by the moſt 
abandoned of men. Say not then, that 
you think you ought to come up to me, 
let it be taken as it will : — for my ſake 
let me repeat (were my folter-bro 
recovered, as I hope he is) you mu 
not come. Nor can I want your ad- 


anſwer me. And write I will, as of= 
ten as I ſtand in need of your counſel. 
Then the people I am now with ſeem 
to be both honeſt and humane: and 
there is in the ſame houſe a widow- 


| lodger, of low fortunes, but of great 


merit: —almoſt ſuch another ſerious and 


good woman, as the dear one, to whom 


am now writing; who has, as ſhe ſays, 
given over all other thoughts of the 
world but ſuch as ſhould aſſiſt her to 
leave it happily.— How ſvitable to my 


own views! There ſeems to be a com- 


fortable providence in this at leaſt So 
that at preſent there is.nothing of exi- 
gence; nothing that can require, or 
even excuſe our coming, when ſo ma- 


ny better ends may be anſwered by your 


ſtaying where you are. A time may 
come, when I ſhall. want your laſt and 
beſt aſſiſtance: and then, my dear Mrs. 
Norton—And ther, I will ſpeak it, and 
embrace it with all my whole heart— 
And then, will it not be denied me by 
any - bady. 5 

55 Lou 


given it out to ſeveral, that we were ac- 
foatty married, although with reſtr 


826 


Vou are very obliging in your offer 
of money. But although I was forced 
to leave my eloaths behind me, yet I 


took ſeveral things of value with me, 
. which will keep me from preſent want. 


You'll ſay, I have made a miſerable 
hand of it—So indeed I have—and, to 
look backwards, in a very little while 


But what ſhall I do, if my father can- 
not be prevailed upon to recal his male- 
dition? O my dear Mrs. Norton, what 
A a muſt a father's curſe have up- 
on a heart ſo apprehenſive as mine !— 


Did I think I ſhould ever have a father's. 
' Curſe to deprecate? And yet, only that 


the temporary 


| art of it is ſo terribly 
fulfilled, or T K 


ould be as earneſt for 


jt's recal, for my father's ſake, as for 


my own! | | 
You muſt not be angry with me, that 
J wrote not to you before. You are 
very right and very kind, to ſay, you 
are ſure I love you. Indeed I do. And 


what a generolity [ſo like yourſelf!) 
is there in your praiſe, to attribute to 


me more than I merit, in order to raiſe 
an emulation in me to deſerve your 
aiſes !-—You tell me what you expect 
rom me in the calamities I am called 
upon to bear, May I behave anſwer- 


ably! 

: Ts a little account fo myſelf for my 
Kilence to you, my kind, my dear ma- 
ternal friend! How + was; boy Wa and 
Politely do you expreſs yourſelf on this 
occaſion! I was very deſirous, for your 


fake, as well as for my own, that you 
ſhould have it to ſay, that we did not 


correſpond ; had the $10. $92 we did, 
every word you could have dropt in my 
favour, would have been rejected; and 
my mother would have been forbid to 
Tee you, or pay any regard to what you 


ſhould ſay. 


Then I had ſometimes better and 
ſometimes worſe proſpets before me. 


My worſt would only have troubled 


you to know ; my better made me fre. 
quently hope, that, by the next poſt, or 
the next, and fo on for weeks, I ſhould 
have the beſt news to impart to you, that 


then could happen: cold as the wretch 


bad made my heart to that beft.-For 


how could I think to write to you, with 


"a confeſſion, that I was not married, yet 
lived in the houſe (or could T help it 
with ſuch a man! Who likewiſe ha 


- 
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tions that depended on the reconeilia- 
tion with my friends? And to diſguiſe 
the truth, or be guilty of a falſhood ei- 
ther direct or equivocal, that was what 
you had never taught me. 
But I might have written to you for 
advice, in my precarious ſituation, per- 
haps you will think. But, indeed, my 
dear Mrs. Norton, I was not loſt for 
want of advice. And this will appear 
clear to you from what I have already 
hinted, were I to explain myſelf no fur- 
ther: — For what need had the cruel 
ſpoiler to have iecourſe to unprecedented 
arts—T will ſpeak out plainer ſtill (but 
you muſt not at preſent report it)—to 
ſtupefying potions, and to the moſt, bru- 
tal and outrageous force—had I been 
wanting in my duty? . 
A few words more upon this grieyous 
ſubje&. . s 
When I reflect upon all that has hap- 
pened to me, it is apparent, that this 
nerally-ſuppoſed 7houghtleſs ſeducer 
as acted by me upon a regular and pre- 
concerted plan of villainy: ge 
In order to ſet all his vile plots in 
motion, nothing was wanting, from the 
firſt, but to prevail upon me, either by 
force or fraud, to throw myſelf into his 
power: and when this was effected, no- 
thing leſs than the intervention of the 
aternal authority (which I had not de- 
ferved to be exerted in my behalf) could 
have ſaved me from the effect of his 
deep machinations. Oppoſition from 
any other quarter would but too pro- 
bably have precipitated his barbarous 
and ungrateful violence: and had you 
yourſelf been with me, I have reaſon 
noco to think, that ſome - how or other 
ou would have ſuffered in endeavour- 


ing to ſave me: for never was there, as 


now I ſee, a plan of wickedneſs more 
ſteadily and uniformly purſued than 575 
has been, againſt an unhappy creature 
who merited better of him: but the Al- 
mighty has thought fit, according to 
the general courſe of his Providence, to 
make the fault bring on it's own pu- 
niſhment: but ſurely not in conſequence 
'of my father's dreadful imprecation, 
That I might be puniſhed here, IO my 
mamma Norton, pray with me, if fo, 
that here it ſtop!) by the very wretch 
in whom I had placed my wicked con- 
fidence!  _ 5 
I am ſorry, for Sp fake, to leave off 
ſo heavily. Vet the reſt muſt be brief. 
Let me deſire you to be ſecret 1 _ 
| * ave 
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J have communicated to you; at leaſt 
till you have my conſent to divulge it. 

| God preſerve to you your more fault- 
leſs child! | 
I will hope for His mercy, although 

I ſhould not obtain that of any cit 
perſon. | 
And I repeat my prohibition :>SYou 
mult not think of coming up to your 
ever-dutiful | - 2 
| CL. HARLOwE. 


The obliging perſon, who left yours 
for me this day, promiſed to call 
to-morrow, to ſee if I ſhould have 
any-thing to return. I would not 

loſe ſo good an opportunity, 


TE TSE x5 


MRS. NORTON, ro MISS CLARISSA 
| HARLOWE. 


MONDAY NIGHT, JULY 3» 
The barbarous villainy of this de- 
| teſtable man! 
' And is there a man in the world, 
who could offer violence to ſo ſweet a 
creature! 
And are 
his reach? 
« You command me to keep ſecret the 
particu of the vile treatment you 
ave met with; or elſe, upon an unex- 
peed viſit which Miſs Harlowe fa- 
youred me with, ſoon after I had re- 
ceived your melancholy letter, I ſhould 
have been-tempted to own I had heard 
from you, and to have communicated 
to her ſuch parts of you: two letters as 
would have demonſtrated your peni- 
tence, and your earneſtneſs to obtain the 
revocation of your father's malediQion; 
as well as his protection from outrages 
that may ſtill be offered to you. But 
then your ſiſter would probably have 
expected a ſight of the letters, and even 
to have been permitted to take them 
with her to the family. | 
Yet they muft one day be acquainted 
with the ſad ſtory And it is impoſſible 
but they mult pity you, and forgive you, 
when they know your early penitence, 
and your unprecedented ſufferings; and 
that you have fallen by the brutal force 
of a barbarous raviſher, and not by the, 
vile arts of a ſeducing lover. 


you ſure you are now out of 


The wicked man gives it out at Lord 


M.'s, as Miſs. Harlowe tells me, that 
be is actually married to you Vet ſhe 


y her (as I did) that I had not: 


was ſet on by Miſs Howe. 
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believes it not; nor had J the heart ta 
let her know the truth. ; 

| She put it cloſe to me, Whether I had 
not correſponded with you from the time 
of your going away? I could ſafely tell 
t L 
ſaid, that I was well informed, that you 
took extremely to heart your father's 
imprecation; and that if ſhe would ex- 
cuſe me, I would ſay, it would be a kind 
and fiſterly part, if ſhe would uſe her 
intereſt to get you diſcharged from it. 

Among other ſevere things, the told 
me, that my Toon fondneſs for you 
made me very little confider the honour 
of the reſt of the family: but, if I had 
not heard this from you, ſhe ſuppoſed E 

She expreſſed herſelf with a good deal 
of bitterneſs againſt that young lady: 
who, it ſeems, every-where, and to 
every-body, (for you muſt think, that 
your ſtory is the ſubject of all conver- 
ſations) rails againſt your family z 
treating them, as your ſiſter ſays, with 
contempt, and even with ridicule. 

I am ſorry ſuch angry freedoms are 
taken, for two reaſons; firſt, becauſe 
ſuch liberties never do any 1 
have heard you own, that Miſs Howe 
has a ſatirical vein ; but I ſhould hope, 
that a young lady of her ſenſe, and 
right caſt of mind, muſt know that the 
end of ſatire is not to exaſperate, but 
amend ; and ſhould never be perſonal. 
If it be, as my good father uſed to ſay, 
it may make an impartial perſon ſuſp 
that the ſatiriſt has a natural ſpleen to 
gratify; which may be as great a fault 
in him, as any of thoſe which he pre- 
tends to cenſure and expoſe in otbers. 

Perhaps a hint of this from you will 
not be thrown away. . 

My ſecond reaſon is, That theſe free- 
doms, from ſo warm a friend to you as 
Miſs Howe 1s known to be, are moſt 
likely to be charged to your account. 

My reſentments are ſo ftrong againſt 
this vileſt of men, that I dare not touch 
upon the ſhocking particulars which 
you mention of his baſeneſs. What 
defence, \indeed, could there be againſt 
ſo determined a wretch, after you was 
in his power? I will only repeat mi 
earneſt ſupplication to you, that, blac 
as appearances are, you will not deſpair. 
Your calamities are exceeding great 
but then you have talents N 
to your trials. This every- body allows. 

duppoſe the worſt, and that your fas 

: mily 
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mily will not be moved in your favour, 
your couſin Morden will ſoon arrive, 
as, Miſs Harlowe told me. If he ſhould 
even be got over to their ſide, he will, 


| however, ſee juſtice done you; and then 


way you live an exemplary life, mak- 
ing hundreds happy, and teaching young 
ies to ſhun the ſnares in which you 
have been ſo dreadfully entangled, 
As to the man you have loſt, is an. 
union with ſuch a perjured heart as his 
with ſuch an admirable one as yours, to 


| the wiſhed for? A. baſe, /ow-bearted 
. wretch, as you juftly call him, with all 


his pride of anceſtry; and more an ene- 
y to himſelf with regard to his pre- 
ſent and future happineſs, than to you, 
in the barbarous and ungrateful wrongs 
he has done you: I need not, I am ſure, 
exhort you to deſpiſe ſucha man as this; 
fivce v6t to be able to do fo, would be 
2 veflection upon a ſex to which you 
— always been an honour. 
a X our moral er I unter ; 
very nature of your ſufferings, as 
you well obſerve, e 
Chear up, therefore, your dear heart, 
and do nat deſpair; for is it not Gon 
ho governs the world, and permits 
ſome things, and directs others, as He 
pleaſes? And will He not reward tem- 
Porary ſufferings, innocently incurred, 
and piouſly ſupported, with eternal fe- 
keity ?—And what, my dear, is this 
oor needle's-pointof NOW to a bourd- 
tanz Et ; 


: My heart, however, labours under a 
double 


affliction : for my poor. boy is 


very, very bad A violent fever—Nor 
can it be brought to intermit— Pray for 
Sim, my deareſt Miſs— For his reco- 


very, if God ſee fit,—I hope God quill 
ſee fit. —If not—(how can I bear to 


oppoſe that!)—pray for me, that He 
will give me that 5/2 and reſigna- 
tion which I have been wiſhing to you. 
Iam, my deareſt young lady, your ever- 
affectiuuaie 


Jubirh Nox rox. 


+ SELLTER X10, 
MISS CLARISSA HARLOWE, TO MRS. 
| JUDITH NORTON. - | 


THURSDAY, JULY 6. 


J Ovght not, ſpecially at this time, 


1 to add to your tlons—But yet 
J cannat help communicatipg to you 


— e 9 See the next Letter. . 36,5088 
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who now are my only ſoothing friend 
225 trouble 71 by kefalles me. 5 

I had but one friend in the world, 
beſides you; and ſhe is utterly diſpleaſed 
with me“: it is grievous, but for one 
moment, to lie under a beloved perſon's 
cenſure ; and this through imputations 
that affect one's honour aud prudence. 
There are points ſo delicate, you know, 
my dear Mrs, Norton, that it is a de- 

ree of diſhonour to have a vindication 


of one's ſelf from them appear to be 


neceſſary. In the preſent caſe, my miſ- 
fortune is, that I know not how to ac- 
count, but by gueſs, (ſo ſubtle have 
been the workings of the dark ſpirit I” 
have been unhappily entangled by) for 
ſome of the facts that I am called upon 
to explain. | | 
— Miſs Howe, in ſhort, ſuppoſes ſhe has 
found a flaw in my character. I have 
Juſt now received her ſevere letter But 
I ſhall anſwer it, perhaps, in better tem- 
per, if I firſt conſider yours: for indeed 
my patience is al moſt at an end. A 
yet I ought to confider, That faithful 
are the wounds of @ friend. But ſo 


many things at once -O my dear Mrs, 


Norton, how ſhall ſo young a ſcholar 
in the ſchool of afflition. be able to bear 
ſuch heavy and ſuch various evils! ._ 

But to leave this ſubje& for a while, 
and turn to your letter, : i 

I am very ſorry Miſs Howe is ſq 
lively in her reſentments on my account. 
I have always blamed her very freely 
for her liberties of this ſort with my 
friends. I once hada good deal of in- 
fluence over her kind heart, and ſhe 
made all I ſaid a law to her. But peo» 
ple in calamity have little weight in any 
thing, or with any-body. Proſperity 
and independence are charming things 
on this account, that they give force to 
the counſels of a friendly heart; while 
it is thought infolence in the miſerable 
to adviſe, or ſo much as to remon- 


be. 3 

Vet is Miſs Howe an invaluable per · 
ſon: and is it to be expected that the 
ſhould preſerve the ſame regard for my 
judgment that ſhe had before I for- 
feited all title to diſcretion? With what, 
face can I take upon me to reproach a 
want of prudence in ber? But if I can 
be ſo happy as to re-eſtabliſh myſelf in 
her aaa ne 2 I ſhall endea- 
voyr to-enforce.u er your juſt ob · 
ſervations on wits wn fy” 228 Ys 


You 


CcLARISSA HARLO WE. 


| You need not, you ſay, exhort me to 

"deſpiſe ſuch a man as him, by whom T 
have ſuffered—Indeed you need not: 
for I would chuſe the cruelleſt death 
rather than to be his. And yet, my 
dear Mrs. Norton, I will own to you, 
that once I could hade loved him.—Un- 
grateful man bad he permitted me to 


love him, I once could have lowed bim. 


Vet he never deſerved my love. And 
was not this a fault? — But now, if I 
can but keep out of his hands, and ob- 
tain a laſt forgiveneſs, and that as well 
for the ſake of my dear friends future 
reflections, as for my own preſent com- 
Fort, it is all I with for. 
Reconciliation with m 
not expect; nor pardon from them; at 
leaſt, till in extremity, and as a Viati- 
cum. 
O my beloved Mrs. Norton, you can- 
not imagine what I have ſuffered !——But 
indeed my heart is broken !—I am ſure 
I ſhall not live to take poſſeſſion of that 
independence, which you think would 
enable me to atone in ſome meaſure for 
my paſt conduct. go 
While this is my opinion, you may 
believe, I mall not be eaſy, till I can ob- 
tain a laſt forgiveneſs. 

'Twiſh to be left to take my own courſe, 
in endeavouring to procure this grace. 
Yet know I not, at preſent, what that 
courſe ſhall be. | , 

I will write. But to whom is my 
doubt. Calamity has not yet given me 
the aſſurance to addreſs myſelf to my 
FATHER. My UNCLEs (well as they 
once loved me) are hard-hearted. They 


never had their maſculine paſſions hu- 


manized by the tender name of Fa- 
THER. Of my BROTHER I have no 
hope. I have then but my MOTHER, 
and my SISTER, to whom I can apply. 
And may I not, my deareſt mam- 
© ma, be permitted to lift up my trem- 


bling eye to your all-chearing, and 


your once more than indulgent, your 
< fond eye, in hopes of ſeaſonable mercy 
to the poor ſick heart that yet beats 
F with life drawn from your own dearer 
*< heart?—Eſpecially when pardon only, 
and not reſtoration, is implored ?” 
Vet were I able to engage my mo- 


make ber ſtill more unhappy, than I 
have already made her, by the oppoſi- 
tion ſhe _ ac were-ſhe to 
ty. to give force to that pity ? ö 
| 2 e my SISTER then, I think, Iwill 


friends I do 
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apply—Yet how hard-hearted has my 
ſiſter been But I will not aſk for pro- 
tection; and yet T am in hourly dread, 
that I ſhall want proteion.—All 1 
will aſk for at preſent, (preparative to 
the laſt forgiveneſs I will implore) ſhall 
be only to be freed from the heavy curſe 
that ſeems to have operated as far as it 


can operate, as to this life—And ſurely, 


it was paſſion, and not intention, that 
carried it ſo very far as to the other! 
But why do 1 thus add to your dif- 
treſſes?— ls it not, my dear Mrs. Nor- 
ton, that I have ſo much feeling for my 
own calamity, that I have xoxe* for 
yours : ſince yours is indeed an addition 


.to my own. But you have one conſo- 


lation, (a very great one) which I have 
not—That your afflictions, whether re- 
ſpecting your more or your leſs deſerv- 
ing child, riſe not from any fault of 
your own, 

But what can T do for you more than 
pray?-—Aſſure yourſelf, that in eve 
ſu e I put up for myſelf, I will, 
with equal feryour, remember both you 
and your ſon. For am, and ever will 
be your truly ſympathizing and datiful 
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LETTER XLII. 


" MISS HOWE, TO MISS CLARISSA 


HARLOWE., 


SUPERSCRIBED, FOR 'MRS, RACHEL, 
EE CLARE, &c. Y 


| a WEDNESDAY, JULY 5. 

MY DEAR CLARISSA, | 
I Have at laſt heard from you from a 
4A quarter I little expected. | 
From my mother, e 

She had for ſome time ſeen me un- 
eaſy and grieving and juftly ſuppoſed 
it was about you: and this morning 
dropt a hint, which made me conjec- 
ture that ſhe muſt have heard ſomethitrg 
of you more than I knew, And when 
the found that this added to my uf. 
eaſineſs, ſhe owned ſhe had a letter in 


her hands of yours, dated the 29th 6f 
| | | = June, directed for me. SE 
ther's pity, would it not be a means to 


ou may gueſs, that this oceafioned 
a eee , that could not be wiſned 

for by either, 2 
IIt is ſurprizing, my dear, mighty 

ſurprizing ! that, 1 the prohi- 
bition I lay underof correſponding with 
| : ; you, 


if 


dl 
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Fou, you could ſend a letter for me to 
8 houſe: ſince it muſt be fifty to 
one that it would fall into my mother's 
hands, as you find it did.] ä 
In thort, He reſented that I ſhould 
10 © her: I was as much concerned 
that ſhe | 
me my letters: and at laſt ſhe was 
me, by giving up the letter, and per- 
mitting me to write to you once or 
vice; ſhe to ſee the contents of what 
I wrote. For, beſides the value ſhe 


_ = — - = 
o 4a. - . 
— — — . RCRA — — — — 


great curioſity to know the occaſion of 
B fa a fituation as your melancholy 
letter ſhews you to be in. 


with hearing me read what I write; 
putting in keien hooks, thus, [1 
what J intend not to read to her.] 

Need I to remind you, Miſs Cla- 


fer; except to the fir ff, and that a few 

nes only, promiſing a letter at large, 
though you were well enough, the 
day after you received my para to 
go joyfully back again with him tothe 
vile houſe : But more of theſe by-and- 


by. 


which you could coxtrive ſhould fall 
into my mother's hands. | 
Let me tell you, that that letter has 
almoſt broken my heart. Good God! 
what have you brought yourſelf to, 
Miſs Clariſſa Harlowe? Could I have 
believed, that after you had eſcaped 
from the miſcreant, (with ſuch mighty 
pains and earneſtneſs eſcaped) and af- 
ier ſuch an attempt as he had made, 
you would have been prevailed upon 
not only to forgive him, but (without 
being married too) to return with him 
to that horrid houſe !—A. houſe I had 
given you ſuch an account of !Sur- 
'prizing !—What an intoxicating thing 
is this love I always feared, that 
vou, even you, were not proof againſt 
r kenn ent effects. | 8 
Vou your beft ſelf have not eſcaped! 
IS I ſee not how you could ex- 
/ + "pet to eſcape. 5 
bat a tale badi you to unſoldVou 


ſhould open and withold from 


Pleaſed to compromiſe the matter with 


Has for you, ſhe could not but have a 


to the horrid brothel. 
IBut I ſhall get her to be ſatisfied 
the fr of which, 
. 8th of June“, (for it was written at 
twice) came ſafe to Jour hands, as you 
| ſent me word by a fe 

riſſa Harlowe, of three letters I wrote. 
to you, to none of which I had any an- 


1 muſt haſten to take notice of 
your letter of Wedneſday laſt week; 


HARLOWE. 


need not unfold it, my dear: I would 
not have engaged to prognoſticate alt 
that has happened, had you but told 
me that you would once more have put 


yourſelf into his power, after you had 


taken ſuch pains to get out of it. 
Your peace is e ee, I wonder 


not at it: ſince now you muſt reproach 


yourſelf for a credulity ſo ill placed. 

Tour intellect is touched I am ſure 
my heart bleeds for you: but, excuſe 
me, my dear, I doubt your intelle& 
was touched before you left Hamp- 
ſtead: or you would never have let him 
find you out there; or, when he did, 
ſuffer him to prevail upon you to return 


J tell you, I ſent you three letters; 
ated the 7th and 


w lines dated the 
gth: had it not, I ſhould have doubted 
my own ſafety; fince in it I gave you 


: ſuch an account of the abominable 


houſe, and threw fuch cautions in your 
way in relation to that Tomlinſon, as 


the more ſurprized me that you could 
think of going back to it again, after 


you had eſcaped from it, and from 
Lovelace—O, my dear—But nothing 
now will Jever wonder at! | 

The ſecond, dated June 10+, was 
given into your own hand at Hamp- 
Read, on Sunday the 11th, as you was 
lying upon a couch, in a ſtrange way, 
according to my meſſenger's account 
of you, bloated, and fluſh-coloured; 


I don't know how. 


The third was dated the zoth of 
June f. Having not heard one word 
from you ſince the promiſing billet of 
the 9th, I own I did not ſpare you in 
it. I ventured it by the uſual convey- 
ance, 90 that Wilſon's, having no 
other: ſo cannot be ſure you receiyed 
it. Indeed J rather think you might 
not; becauſe in yours, which fell inte 
my mother's hands, you make no men- 
tion of it: and if you had had it, I be- 
lieve it would have touched you tos 
much to have been paſſed. by unnoticed. 
Vou have heard, that I have been ill, 
you ſay. T had a cold indeed; but it 
vas ſo ſlight a ane, that it confined me 


ah See Vol. v p: 62 6, et ſeg. 5 3 „ 
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not an hour. But I doubt not, that 
ſtrange things you have heard, and 
been told, to induce yo to take the ſtep 
vou took. And, till you did take that 


"Rep, (the going back with this vilkain, 


J mean) I knew not a more pitiable 
caſe than yours: ſince every-body muſt 


have excuſed you before, who knew 


+ chow you were uſed at home, and was 


acquainted with your prudence and - 


vigilance. But, alas! my dear, we 
ſee that the wiſeſt people' are not to be 
depended upon, when Lowe, like an 
ignis fatuus, holds up it's miſleading 
Tights before their eyes, 

| y mother tells me, ſhe ſent you an 
anſwer, deſiring you not to write to 
me, becauſe it would grieve me. To 


be ſure I az grieved; exceedingly griev- 


ed; and, difuppointed too, you muſt 
permit me to lay. For I had always 
[thought that there never was ſuch a 
woman, at your years, in the world. 
But I remember once an argument 
| you held, on occaſion of a cenſure 
paſſed in company upon an excellent 
Fate who was not a very excellent 
liver: preaching .and 11 sfing, you 
ſaid, required quite di 

which, when united in the ſame per- 


ſon, made the man a ſaint; as wit and 
Judgment going together conſtituted a 


genius. | 5 

Fou made it out, I remember, very 
prettily: hut you never made it out, 
. excuſe me, my dear, more convinc- 
ingly, than by that part of your late 
conduct, which I complain of. 

f My love for you, and my concern 
for your honour, may poſhbly have 


made me a little of the ſevereſt: if you 


think ſo, place it to it's proper account; 
to that love, and to that concern: 
whick will but do juſtice. to your affi#- 
ed and faithful OR edge 


P. &. My mother would not be ſatiC- 
fed without reading my letter her- 
ſelfz and that before I had fixed all 


my propoſed hooks. - She knows, 


by this means, and has excuſed, our 
former correſpondence. _ 
She indeed ſuſpected it before: 


e very well might; knowing me, 


and Endwing my love of you. 


: She has c much real. concern, for your | 


ka 


rent talents *:. 
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' misfortunes, that, thinking it will 
be a conſolatien to you, and that it 
wilt oblige ne, ſhe conſents that you 
oy write to _ the particulars at 
arge of your but it is on 
— chart ſhew her all that has 
paſſed between us, relating to your- 
If and the vileſt of men, I have 
the more chearfully complied, as the 
communication cannot be to your 
diſadvantage. e 
'You may therefore write freely, and 
direct to our own houſm. 
My mother promiſes to ſhew me the 
copy of her letter to you, and your 
reply to it; which latter ſhe has but 
juſt told me of. She already apolo- 
gizes for the ſeverity of hers: and 
thinks the fight of your reply will 
affect me too much, But having 
her promiſe, I will not diſpenſe with 
it. A g Nin « þ EY 
I doubt hers is ſevere enough. 80 I 
fea? you will think mine?” but you 
' have taught me never to ſpare”! 
Fault for the friend's fake; and that 
a great error aught rather to be more 
_ Inexcuſable in the perfon we value, 
than in one we are indifferent to; be- 
-  cauſeitis a reflection upon our choice 
of that perſon, and tends to a breach 
of the love of mind; and to expoſe 
us to the world for our partiality. 
To the love of mind, I repeat; fince 
it is impoſſible but the errors of the 
deareſt friend muſt weaken our in- 
ward opinion of that friend; and 
thereby lay a foundation for future 
diſtance, and perhaps diſguſt. 
God grant, that you may be able to 
clear your conduct after you had 


eſcaped” from Hampſtead; as all be- 


fore that time was noble, generous, 

and prudent: the man a devil 
you a ſaint!———Yet I hope you'can; 

and therefore expe&'ir from you. 


I ſend by a particular hand. | He ill | 
call for your anſwer at your own ap- 


pointment. .. , 
. am afraid this horrid wretch. will 
trace, out, by the poſt-offices, where 


you are, if not careful. 


be avillain,'is too much for'the rp 

of the world, when they meet 
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LETTER. XL; 


HOWE, _ 


„re, ens. 
LE W young perſons have been able 
.& to give more conyincing proofs 
than myſelf, how little true happineſs 
the enjoyment of our own 


_ wiſhes, 


J To produce one inſtance only of the 


truth of this obſervation; what vou 


I have given for weeks paſt, for the 


your of a letter from my dear Miſs 


a By. 
3 1 in whoſe friendſhip I placed all 


my remaining comfort! Little did 1 
think, that the next letter ſhe would 
Honour me with, ſhould be in ſuch a 


C 
CLARISSA 
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I lay down * pen for one moment. 
a A: * 1 = 


nisse CLARISSA HARLOWE, TO MISS 


PaRDON: me, my Miſs Howe. I 
have recolle&ed myſelf: and will en- 


. deavour to give a particular anſwer to 
your letter; although it will take me 
up too much time to think of ſending 


it by your meſſenger to-morrow: he 
can put off his journey, he ſays, till 
Saturday, I will endeavour to have 
the whole narrative ready for you by 


| Saturday. 


But how to defend myſelf in every- 
thing that has happened, I cannot tell: 
fince in ſome part of the time, in which 


my conduct appears to have been cen- 


"Ryle, as ſhould make me look more 


than once at the ſubſcription, that I 
might be fure (the name not being 
Written at length) that it was not 
. Hgned by another A. H. For ſure- 


2 bought I, this is my fiſter b 
© Arabella's ſtyle: ſurely Miſs Howe 


(blame me as ſhe pleaſes in other 
points) could never repeat ſo arply 


4 diſorder of head; nor remind her, 
.© with aſperity, and with mingled 
.< frokes'of wit, of an argument held 
in the gaiety of an heart elated with 
Ki proſperous fortunes, (as mine then 
2 5 and very little apprehenſive of 
© the ſevere turn that argument would 
one day take againſt herſelf, 
But what have I, ſunk in my for- 
tunes; my character forfeited; m 


: honour laſt; [While 7 know it, 


care not 2ubo knows. it] deſtitute of 
friends, and even of hope; what 
'© haye I to do to ſhew a ſpirit of re- 
;* pining and expoſtulation to a dear 
4 Frag, becauſe ſhe is not wore kind 
than a ſiſter?” kay 


ones bed. recs on. 
You have till now, my dear, treated 


, much as ever. 


"me with great indulgence. If it was 
with greater than I had bug I may 
be to blame to have built upon it, on 
the conſciquineſs that I 4% rue it now 

h a; cur. But 1 find, by the 
riſing bitterneſs which will mingle 
with the gall in my inkp that I am not 


The lsker fac ipelgſes way Mt, Lovelace's forged once See Vol, V. pe 680, et ſeg · 


ſurable, I was not myſelf; and to'this 

hour know not all the methods taken 

to deceive and ruin me, 00 | 
You tell me, that in your firſt letter 


you. gave me ſuch an account of the 


vile houſe I was in, and fuch cautions 
about that Tomlinſon, as made you 
words how T could think of going 


| Alas, my dear! I was tricked, moſt 


vilely tricked back, as you ſhall hear 
in it's place. DD 
upon her friend, words, written in 
* © the bitterneſs of ſpirit, and in the 


Without knowing the houſe was fo 


very wile a houſe from your intended in- 
formation, I diſliked the people too 
much, ever voluntarily to have return - 


ed to it. But had you really written 


ſuch cautions about Tomlinſon, and 
the houſe, as you ſeem to have purpoſed - 


to do, they muſt, had they come in 


time, have been of infinite ſervice to 


- S * 
me. 
R 


But not one word of either, 


whatever was your intention, did you 


mention to 


ne, in that irft of the 


' three letters fo ſo war 7 TELL ME 


vou did ſend me. 1 


jncloſe it ta 
convince you. v 0 


But your account of your meſſen. 


ger's delivering to me your ſecond let. 


as in 


ter, and the deſeription he gives of me, 
upon a couch, in a rs Way, 


bloated, and fluſb-coloured; you don't 


know how, abſolutely "puzzles and 
' confounds me. 5 


Lord have merey upon the poor Cla- 


riſſa Harlowel W 
-o was. the meſſenger 


t-can this meant 
you. ſent? 


Was be one of. Lovelace's creatures | 


. > 
- 
- 


too! Could nobody come near me but 
that man's confederates, either ſelling 


o 
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Put ſo, or made ſo? I know not what 
tov make of any one ſyllable of this! 
Indeed I don't. ED, 
Let me ſee, You ſay, this was be- 
Fore 1 went from Hampſtead! My in- 
telle&s had not then been touched! 
Nor had TI ever been ſurprized by wine: 
[Strange if I had!] how then could I 
e found in ſuch a frange way, bloat- 


ed, and fluſb- coloured; you don't know 


how !—Yet what a vile, what a hate - 
ful figure has your meſſenger repre- 
ſented me to have made!  _ 

But indeed I know nothing of AN Y 
meſſenger from you. 
Believing myſelf ſecure at APs 
ſtead, I ftaid longer there than I woyld 
have done, in hopes of the letter pro - 
miſed me in your ſhort one of the th, 
brought me by my on meſſenger, in 
which you undertake to ſend for and 
en Mrs. Townſend in my favour . 

1 wondered I heard not from you: 
and was told you were ſick; and, at 
another time, that your mother and 
you had had words on my account, 
and that you had refuſed to admit Mr. 
Hickman's vifits upon it; ſo that I 
ſuppoſed at one time, that you were 
not able to write; at another, that 
our mother's prohibition had it's due 
orce with you. But now I have no 


doubt, that the wicked man muſt have -- 
intercepted your letter; and I wiſhhe 


found not means to corrupt your meſ- 
fenger to tell you ſo ſtrange a ſtory, 
t was on Sunday June 11, you fay, 
that the 'man gave it me. was at 
church twice” that day with Mrs. 
Moore. Mr. Lovelace was at her 
houſe the while, where he boarded, 
and wanted to have lodged; butT would 
not permit that, though I cold not 
help the other. In one of theſe ſpaces 
it muff be that he had time to work upon 
the man. You'll eafily, my dear, find 
that out, Wt bays, the time of his 
arrival at Mrs. Moore's, and other 
circumſtances of the ffrangt way he 
Yeti 75 d to ſee me in, on @ couch, and 
reit. ' : FE 
Had any-body' ſeen me afterwards, 


e 


when I was betrayed back to the vile 


houſe, ſtruggling under the operation 
of wicked potions, and robbed indeed 
of my intelle&s, (for this, as you 
ſhall hear, was my dreadful cafe) I 
might then, perhaps, have appeared 
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bloated, and fluſs-colaured, and I know 


not how myſelf. But were you to ſee 
our poor Clariſſa #ow, (or even to 
3 ſeen her at Hampſtead before ſhe 
ſuffered the vileſt of alt outrages) you. - 
would not think her bloated, or fluſh- 
coloured: indeed you would not. 
In a word, it could not be ne your 
neſſenger ſaw; nor (if any-body) who 
it was can I divine. TS 
I will now, as briefly as the ſubje& 
will permit, enter into the darker part 
of my ſad ſtory: and yet I muſt be 
ſomewhat circumftantial, that you may 
not think me capable of uf ack: or 
palliatiun. The latter I am not con- 
ſcious that I need. I ſhould be utterly 


 inexcuſable, were I guilty of the b 


mer to you. And yet, if you knew 
how my heart finks under the thoughts 
of a recollection ſo painful, you would 
ASSET TIE | 

As I ſhall not. be able, perhaps, to 
conelude what I have tq write in even 
two or three letters, I will begin anew 
one with my ſtory; and ſend the whole 
of it together, although written at dif- 


> 2 


ferent periods, as I am able. 
| Allow me a little pauſe, my dear, 
at this place; and to ſubſcribe myſelf 
our cer Afeckionale and obliged, 
-"CLaRISSa HARLOWE. 


"LETTER XLIV, _ 


MISS CLARISSA HARLOWE, TO MISS 
f l ZFZRRMED 70 A VOL v. 1. 740 
e e e e THURSDAY NIGHT. 

E had found me out at Hamp- 
. 4 ftead: ſtrangely found me out; 
for I am till at a ſoſs to know by what 

Rf e hes Dade: = 
was oth, in my billet of the gth+, 
to tell you fo, for fear of giving you 
apprehenſions for me; and beſides, I 
hoped then to have a ſhorter and hap- 
pier iſſue to account to you for, through 


your aſſiſtance, than I met with, | 
© She'then gives a narrative all that 
paſſed at Hampſtead between her- 
2 Mr. Lowelace, Captain Ton. 
mien and the women there, ta 
N 1 * + Vol. V. p. 684. F: En PE 
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3 ineffeẽt 

give an out oflagrantly pre- 

58 N ed; reſted a (his } Nov we by. Aavi- 
Bet wh 


| Betty” s were wn Bore y 
| came* mm à .coach-and-four, to riſe 


aud graceful, an 
'Y LES theſe. impe . * having 


| puty cent of count 


p Jorddbip nl 
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Aiven 45 U Lowe 


4 
83 finding ell he could 
488 all aan Tomlinſon could 
revail upon me 


ch was to be 1 
n hd, 
ly wp uncertai n pager, = ar 
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To dark, I knew not to whom 
t.be. obliged to have recourſe in 
teſort: and as. hole ters hag 
"beſt; of characters, inſomuch that 
ſon to regret that Thad | not from 
. Ee myſelf upon their pro- 
+ (when I had forfeited that of 
wy: own friends) I thought I would 
ſoup an interview with hem, though 
Tow too indifferent to their kinſman 
ſcel it, as I doubted not, that one 
'of their viſit wand be e 


| N onday the 12th of © une theſe 
pr ed ladies came to Hampſtead; 
— was . and they. © 


„ Fe kinſma 


y were 55 Arelfed, and Ruck 
9 5 with th the del Lady 


very fine. 


1 as was confeſſed, while their 


own was repairing in town: a pretence * 


made, I nom perceive, that I, ſhould 


not gueſs at the impoſture by the want 


f the real lady's arms upon it. La- 


Ay Betty was attended by Her woman, 


whom ſhe called Morriſon; a modeſi 


py try- looking rſon. 


was, a beautiful young. lady, genteelz 
0 af 8 


never 1 b 0 ow had not 
the;leaſt:ſaſpicion, . that they. were not 
the, Aae they Ae ww [being 


h 
al 3 


of their d 


Us. Rog Wh ough 


e had not . 115 


. W fay, tha . Has that 


bt upon his 
i a given 
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4 that Ne to 8 too, 


by ul = into it, a 
She fund not obſerve 


them cauſe to "apprebend; (the reine 
for which report, however, ſhe much 
approved of) yet it bad been matter of 
great concern to her, and to her niece 
Montague, and would to the whole 
ily, to find ſo great a miſunder- 
19 ſublilting be etween us, as, if 
de up, might diſtance all their 


. 9 8 5 tell who was in 
fault, the ft aid Faye him a look. - 
both of tnger and 7 5 aſking 
him, How, it was poſſible for him to 
give an offence of 5 1 BR 2, nature to ſo, 
Fouts a lady, ¶ lo ſhe ca Med we] 44 
faboo a reſentment ſo trong? 
pre in ded to be awed into ſhame 
an 


My, deareſt niece, ſaid: the, and 
took i ana (Lal call you yiece, 
AS we 


from love, as tohumour our, 


© uncle's. laudable expedient) permit 


me to be, pr an rere but a 
1 or a and nat for bis 
or, my own, my 
1 Alerts, 82 RY all. pur rl foe 8. 
bezindignity he has offered to. you, 
78955 ; hoo tender a nature to be 
Enquired into. But .as be declabes, 
©"thatit was notapremeditat offence; 
« whethen, my dear, [for T w WAS going 
uit i temper]: it. were 
<, ormnots | in wag day is ſorrow 
©fq rit;.(and never did creature expreſs 
per forraw for any offence. than 
Cc 5051 as it is arepairable one; let Ws, 
5 for e one time, forgive him; and 
. lay an 1 5 upon this 
+ man errors —Let U8, I lay; my 


be 


2 dear: fon, Sir, Tturning 
had heard, that Lady Betty wis a ( an 
fine woman, and that Miſs Montague 


nce againſt ſuch arena, lady 
Gas this, my be, an offence againſt me 55 


* ainſt your a there, and. againd 

« alt-the irtuous of ourriexs? . i, 
my dear, hat a creature he had 

out! Could you, have thought 


thay 2 was a omen, the world: who 
er ut f n had. der ee e 


tions from him, and thoſe written 


2s 3 15 


2 7 97 5 en 
1 10 t let her 


ake out a p- enfiays, | 
1 again. 


it; 
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it; for L little thought that there could 
be ſuch impoſtors in the world. 

I could not forbearpaying great at- 
tention to what ſhe ſaid, I found my 
tears ready to ſtart; Idrew out my hand- 
kerchief, and was flent. Thad not 
been ſo indulgently treated a greatwhile 
by a perſon of character and diſtinction; 
Thee 


I thought her] and durſt not 


truſt to the accent of my voice. 

The pretended Mifs Montague join- 

ed in on this occaſion; and drawing her 

chair eloſe to me, took my other hand, 
and beſought me to forgive her couſin; 
and conſent to rank myſelf as one of 
the principals of a family, that had 

Tong, very long, coveted the honour of 

„„ oo cis he. 
Lam aſhamed to repeat to you, my 

dear, now I know what, wretches they 

are, che tender, the obliging, and the 
reſpeAful things Tifaid to them. 

' The wretch, himſelf then came for- 
Ward. He threw him ſelf at my feet. 
How was I beſet !—The women graſp- 
ing one my'tight-hand, the other my 
left: the pretended Miſs Montague 

relling to fer lips more chan once the 
band he held: the wicked man on his 
knees, Fmpioting my forgiveneſs; and 
ſetting before me my happy and my un- 
| hap y proſpetts, as I ſhould forgive or 
| LE de him, All chat he thought 
i a affect me in his former pleas, 
nd thoſe of Captain Tomlinſon, he 
repeated, He voed, he promiſed, he 
beſpoke. the pretended, ladies to anſwer 
for him; and they engaged their ho- 


dours in his behalf. | 
Indeed, my dear, I was diſtreſſed, 
beate IX was ſorry that I 


* 


ad given way to this viſit, For I knew 
not de in tenderneſs to relations (as 
I thought them) ſa worthy, to tteat ſo 
Freely. as he deſerved, a man nearly al- 
lied do tem: ſo that my arguments, 
and my reſolutions, were deprived of 
their greateſt force, e. 
I pleaded, however, my application 
to You. TI expected every hour, I told 
thein, an anſwer from you.to'a letter I 
kkd Fvritten,” Which Wald decide my 
__ They offered'to 


© 
217 


ly to you. them 


49-8. 5+. 
FL ab BN A ra get 
Jves in perſon, Av bon behalf, 


s they politely termed it. They be- 
pur it we to weite to you to haſten your 


"1'fatd; I was furs that, you would 


- N r 1 
i 4 
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write the moment that the event of an 
application to be made to a third per- 
ſon” enabled you to write. But as to 


the ſucceſs of their requeſts in behalf 


of their kinſman, that depended not 
upon the expected anſwer; for that, I 
e, een pardon, was out of the 
queſtion. Iwiſhed him well. I wiſh- 


ed him happy. But I was convinced, 
that T neither could make bim ſo, n or 


he ne. . 
Then! how the wretch promiſed ! 
How he vowed How he entreated | — 


And how the women pleaded !—And. 


they engaged themſelves,” and the ho- 
nour of their whole family, for his juſt, 
his kind, his tender behaviour to me. 
In ſhort, my dear, I was fo hard 
ſet, that I was obliged to come to a 
more favourable compromiſe with them, 
than I had intended. I would wait for 

our anbwer to my letter, I ſaid: and 
if that made doubtful or difficult the 
change of meaſures I had reſolved upon, 
and the fcheme of life I had formed, 1 
would then conſider of the matter; and, 
if they would permit mo, lay all before 
them, and take their advice upon it, in 
conjunction with yours, as if the one 
were my own” aunt, and the other were 
„ upon this Of 

f ' tears fa. L i 2 j 

they called them:—but ſince, I — 044 
to their credit," had as they are, that 


they were tears of temporary remorſez 


for the pretended Miſs Montague turn- 
ed about, and, as I remember, ſaid, 


x e 1 8 * 


There was no ſtanding it. 
But Mr. Lovelace was not fo eafily 
fatisfied. He was fixed upon his vil- 
lainous mèaſures perhaps; and ſo might 
not be forry to have a pretence againſt 
me. He bit his lp had been. but 
too much uſed, he ſaid, to ſuch indiffe- 


rence, fuch coldneſs, in the very midſt 
As —1 had on 


of his happieſt proſpe 8—1 
twenty occaſions ſhewn him, to his in- 


inite regret, that.any favour I was to 
bg Bop him Gn, 70 be . reſult of 
— There he Itopt—And not of my 
joice. Jt | 1 1 

This bad like to Bae 

again, I was exceedinglx vffended. 
Bot the pretended ladies in terpaſed. 
The.elder ſeverely took Kim atk. . 
ought, the. told him, to be ſatisße 

with what I had ſaid. She 4z/red-no 
other condition. And what, Sir, 
ſaid he, with an air of . 
e n 


4 


Al ae 


F\ 


ere, x 
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to de rewarded for them 75 


They then engaged me in 2 more 


agreeable converſation— The 3 
Ady declared, that ſhe, Lor 


fonally. intereſt themſelves to bring 
about a 
the two families, and this either ino — 24 
or private concert with my uncle Har- 
Jowe, as ſhould be thought fit. Ani- 
moſities on one ſide had 
u way, the ſaid; and too little care 

been ſhewyn on che other to mollify or 


heal. My father ſhould fee that they 


could treat him as a brother and a frie 

and my brother and ſiſter ſhould be _ 
3 that there was no room either for 
the jealouſy or envy they had conceived 
from motives too unworthy to be avow- 


"Could I he dear leaſed 
with them ? lp, -beingp 


Permit . to break of, The 
talk Ws. — 0 at preſent, for 
2 


\ Cuanza Malou. 
9 xv. : 

2 188 erar- wanLowE, 3 
Wh a Yeti Rego 9:20 i ©? 
112 5 very III, and obli 


I thou 
will fined 250 am 1 now 


me. And the Lady Beit had Mrs, 
Moore called up; on aſked her, If ſhe 
accommodations for her niece and 
ſelf, her woman, and two PRs 
for three or four days? 


Mr. Lovelace anſwered for her that | 
| | . clude 


come or not be ſo.near her. 1 5 For 
he time the ſhould Ray in theſe pa 
1 148 nigdi V 

„ niece Charloye 27 

ef oma ied "Charlotte gates vered, 

Le thou like to do ſo of all thi t 8 

Mi. + * wi called her an © .* 


M. and 
Lady Sarah, would directly, and per- 


neral reconciliation between * Howe; and til 


n carried a 


o la : 
80 


pretended ladies, the more we | 
5 ele he n ſeemed to be of 
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* would you commit errors, and expect 


ing girl. She liked the place, ſhe faid, 
Her couſin Leefon would excuſe her. 
The air, and my company, would do 
her good, She never choſe toliein the 
ſmoaky town, if ſhe could help it. In 
© ſhort, my dear,“ ſaid the to me, I 
© will ſtay till you hear from Miſs 
I have your conſent. 
© to go with me to Glenham Hall, 


Not one moment will I be out of your 


© company when I can have it. Sted- 
© man, my ſolicitor, as. the diſtance 
© from town is ſo ſmall, may attend me 
c here for inſtructions. —Niece Char- 
© Jotte, one word with you, child. 

They retired to the further end of 
the room, and talked about their night - 
dreſſes. 

The Miſs Charlotte ſaid, Morriſon . 
might be diſpatched for them. 

True, {aid the other But Thave 

© ſomeletters in my private box, which, 
© I-muſt have up. And you know, 
© Charlotte, that I truſt nobody with, 
© the keys of that.” 

Could not Morriſon. bring up that 


box? 

No. She thou t it ſafeſt where it 
was. She had heard of a robbery 
committed but, two days at the foot of 


: - ' Hampſtead Hill z and ſhe ſhould be ruin · 


ed if ſhe loſt her box. 1 
Well then, it was but goi to town 
to undreſs, ſhe- would leave her 
jewels behind. her, and return; and 
ſhould be eaſier a great deal on all * 
e I wondered th: 
or m 1 won e came 
07 ets. But that they © 
a” as 2. reſpect paid to me. An 
then they hinted. at another viſit of 10 
mony which they had thought to make, 
vor they. not found me ſo inexpreſibly | 


” enough for me S 


ey talked loud N Nee 
em; on u e, no ou 
roll 2 0 in affected eib and con- 
with hi bf god's me. 
IL. was not fool enough to believe, 
1 to be puffed vp. with their enco - 
miums; Bj not oy ping them, Tas 
not diſp eaſed at ſo favourable a 'be- 


| Henne of acquaintance” with ladies 
(whether I were 18 be related to them or 
4, not) of whom 1 had alwa ri of heard ho- 


nourable mention. et at the 
time, 1 thought, Fights As the exal 
ed me, that in ſome re ſpects Vito gh 
* knew in Win & fe 1 Gor * 
expected them to be, 1 
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- The grand deluder was at the farther 
end of the room, another way; proba- 
bly to give me an opportunity to hear 

lheſe preconcerted praiſes—lookinginto 
a book, which, had there not been a 
preconcert, would not have taken his 

attention for one moment. It was Tay- 
dor s Holy Living and Dying. 


When the pretended ladies joined me, 


he approached me with it in his hand— 
4 mart book, this, my dear — This 
© old divine affects, I ſee, a 0 n= 
© flowery ſtile upon a very ſolemn ſub- 
© jet. But it puts me in mind of an 
ordinary country funeral, where the 
young women, in honour of a defunct 
© companion, eſpecially if ſhe were a 
© virgin, or paſſed for ſuch, make a 
< flower-bed of her coffin.” 15 
And then, laying down the book, 
turning upon his heel, with one of his 
uſual airs of „ And are you 
determined, ladies, to take up your 
< lodgings with my charming crea- 
* tuze?” 9 55 
Indeed they were. 8 
Never were there more cunning, more 


artful impaſtors, than theſe women. 


Practiſed creatures, to be ſure: yet gen- 
teel; and they muſt have been Well - 
educated - Once, perhaps, as much the 
delight of their parents, as I was of 
mine: and who knows by what arts 
ruined, body and mind!—O my dear! 
How pregnant is this reflection "> 
But the man! Never was there a 
man ſo deep. Never ſo conſummate a 
deceiver; except that deteſted Tomlin- 
ſon ; whoſe years, andfcriouſneſs, join- 
ed with a ſolidity of ſenſe and judgment 
that ſeemed uncommon, gave him, one 
would have thought, advantages in vil- 
lainy, the other had not time for. Hard, 


very hard, that 1 mould fall into the 


knowledge of two ſuch wretches; when 

two more ſuch I hope are not to be met 
with in the world Both fo determined 
to carry on the moſt barbarous and per- 
fidious projets againſt a poor young 
creature, who never did or wiſhed harm 
to either. | 1 


Take the followin light account of 


_ theſe womens and of this man's beha- 
viour to each other before me. | 
| „Lovelace carried himſelf to his 


* 


pretended aunt with high reſpeR, and 
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aid a great deference to all the ſaid. 
e permitted her to have all the advan- 

tage over him in the repartees and re- 
torts that paſſed between them. I could, 
indeed, eaſily ſee, that it was permitted; 
and that ſhe forbore that vivacity, that 
quickneſs, which he never ſpared ſhew- 
ing to the pretended Miſs Montague 3 
and which a man of wit ſeldom knows 
how to ſpare ſhewing, when an oppor- 
tunity offers to dilplay his wit. 
The pretended Miſs Montague was 
till more reſpe&ful in her behaviour to 
her pretended aunt, While the aunt 
kept up the * of the character ſhe 
had ee raillying both of them 
with the air of a perſon who depends 
upon the ſuperiority which years and 
fortune give over younger perſons, wha 
might have a view to be obliged to her, 
either in her life, ar at her death. 

The ſeverity of her raillery, however, 
was turned upon Mr. Lovelace, on oc- 
caſion of the character of the le 
who kept the lodgings, which, ſhe ſaid, 


I had thought myſelf fo well warranted 


to leave privately. | 

This ſtartled me. For having then ne 
ſuſpicion of the vile Tomlinſon, I con- 
cluded, (and your letter of the 7th® 
favoured my concluſion) that if the 
houſe were notorious, either he, or Mr. 


Mennell, would have given me or him 


ſome hints of it. Nor, although I liked 
not the people, did I obſerve any-thi 
in them very culpable, till the Wed- 
neſday night before, that they offered 
not to come to my aſſiſtance, although 
within hearing of diftreſs, (as Tam 
ſure they were) and having as much 
reaſon as T to be frightedat 
it been rell. | 
I looked with indignation upon Mr. 
Lovelace, at this hint, 0 
He ſeemed abaſhed. I have not pa- 
tience, but to recolle& the ſpecious 
looks of this vile deceiver. ' But how 
was it poſſible, that even that florid 
countenance of his ſhould enable him 
to command a bluth at his pleaſure? 
For bluſh he did, more than once: and 
the bluſh, on this occaſion, was a'deep- 
dyed crimſon, unſtrained-for, and na- 


| tural, as I thought But he is fo much 


of the actor, that he ſeemis able to enter 
into any character; and his muſcles and 
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features appear entirely under obedience 


to his wicked will “. 


be pretended lady went on, ſaying, 
She of $4 taken upon herſelf to 3 
after the people, on hearing that I bad 
Jeft the houle in diſguſt; and though 
ſhe heard not any-thing much amils, yet 
the heard enough to make her wonder 
that he could carry his ſpouſe, a perfon 


af ſo. much delicacy, to a houſe, that, 
jf it had not a bad fame, had not a good 


Von muſt. think, my dear, that 1 


liked.the pretended Lady Betty the bet- 


> ter for this. I ſuppoſe it was deſigned 
I ſhould. | 


He was ſarprized, he ſaid, that her 
ladyſhip ſhould hear a bad character of 


the people. It was what he had never 


before heard that they deſerved, It was 
eaſy, W. Fo ſee, aus W had not 
very great delicacy, though they were 
nat, .indelicate. he nature of their 
kvelihood, letting lodgings, and taking 

eople to board, (and yet he had under- 


y ; 


mood that they were nice in theſe parti · 


culars) led them to aim at 2 free 
and obliging: and it was difficult, he 
ſaid, for perſons of chearful diſpoß - 
tions, ſo ta behave, as to avoid cenſure: 
openneſs of heart and countenance in 
the ſex, (more was the pity) ton often 
ſubjected good people, whoſe fortunes 


did not ſet them above the world, to un- d 


8 PO IEP 
L "> He WI ys however, that hg lady 7 
i hag tell aubat. ſhe had heard: 
although now r little, be- 
cauſe be would 'yever aſk me to ſet fagt 
witbig their doors again: and. he beg- 
ged he would not mince the matter. 
Nay, no great matter, the ſaid. But 


* 


he bad been informed, that there were 


more women lodgers in the houſe than 


men: yet that their viſitors were more 


m than women. And this had been 
Kimed 20 her. (perhaps 'by ill-willers, 
mae could not anſwer for that) in ſuch 

as if ſomewhat further were 


= A way; * N 
| meant by it than was ſpoken... .. 


| + This, be faid,. was the true inuendo- 


Van of charaQterizipg, uſed by detrac- 


* 


* 


Lor s bluſhing, It was a bl. 


bing the 


_ -CLARISSA ; 
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tors. Eyery-body and every-thing. had 
a black anda white fide, of which well- 
willers and ill-willers may make their 
advantage. He had obſerved, that the 
front-houſe was well lett, and he be- 
lieved, more to the one ſex than to the 
other; for he had ſeen, occaſionally 
paſſing to and fro, ſeveral genteel mo- 
deſt-lookivg women; and who, it was 
very probable, were not ſo ill- beloved, 
but t 7 might have viſitors and rela- 
tions of both ſexes: but they were none 
of them any · thing to us, or we to them: 
we were not once in any of their com- 
panies : but in the genteeleſt and moſt 
retired houſe of the two, which we had 
in a manner to ourſelves, with the uſe 
of a parlour to the ſtreet, to ſerve us for 
a ſervants-hall, or. to receive common 
viſitors, or our traders only, whom we 
admitted not up-ſtairs. © 5 
He always loved to {peak as he found. 
No man in the world had ſuffered more 
From calumny than he, himſelf had 
one. | 
Women, he owned, ought to be more 
ſcrupulous than men needed to be where 
they lodged. . Nevertheleſs he wiſhed, 
that fact, rather than ſurmiſe, were ta 
be the foundation of their judgments, 
A when they ſpoke of one ano- 
ther. 5 | : Ig 
He meant no reflection vpon her la- 
dyfhip's informants, or rather ſurmi- 
ants, (as he might call them) be they 
ha they would; nor did he think him- 
ſelf obliged. to defend characters im- 
peached, or not thought well of, by wo- 
men 10 ons, and. honqur. Neither 
were theſe people of, importance eno : 
to have ſo much ſaid about them. ach 
The pretended Lady Betty ſaid, All 
who knew her, would clear here ; Cen- 
ſoriouſneſs: that it gave hen ſome opi- 
ſhe muſt needs ſay, of he people, 


nion, ad Cr 
that he had continued there ſo long wi 

mez that J had rather zegative than 
piii us reaſons. of diſlike ta them; and 


that fo ſhrewd a man as the heard Cap - 
l mlinſon was, had not abjetted 
O them. a 


- *Ithink, niece Charlotte, proceeded 


%% OE eee arr a SIG, 
7 Mr, 8 | aſh of indignation, . as he owned afterieands to bis 
a Hens Belford, in converſation; for the pretended Lady Betty had miſtaken her cue, in con- 
ea Houſe; and he had much 460 to recover the blunder; being öbllged to follow 


and vary from his firſt deſign; which was to have the people of the houſe ſpoken 
of, in WWW to direct her cloaths ta 
% ͤddd.dß ² -F! d y bn 
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' ſhe, © as my nephew has not parted with 
© theſe lodgings, you and I—(for, as 

© my dear Miſs Harlowe diſlikes the 
_ © people, I would not aſk her for her 
company) —will take a diſh of tea 
© with my nephew there, before we go 
£ out of town; and then we ſhall ſee 
« what ſort of people they are. TI have 
5 heard, that Mrs. Sinclair is a mighty 
© forbidding creature.“ | 

« With all my heart, Madam. In 
our ladyſhip's company I ſhall make 
£ no ſcruple of going any-whither.” 

It was ladyſbip at every word; and 
as ſhe ſeemed proud of her title, and of 
her dreſs too, I might have gueſſed that 
ſhe was not uſed to either. 

© What ſay you, couſin Lovelace? 
© Lady Sarah, though a melancholy 
© woman, is very inquiſitive about all 

your affairs. 
with every particular circumſtance 
hen I go down.” 

With all his heart. He would attend 
her whenever ſhe pleaſed. She would 
ſee very handſome apartments, and very 
civil people. 5 
The deuce is in them, ſaid the Miſs 
Montague, if they appear other to 
us. . 

They then fell into family talk; fa- 
mily happineſs on my hoped · for acceſ- 
Hon into it. They mentioned Lord M. 's 

and Lady Sarah's great deſire to ſee me: 
how many friends and admirers, with 


up- lift hands, I ſhould have [O my 


dear, what a triumph muſt theſe crea- 
tures, and be, bave over the poor de- 
woted all the time! J— What a happy 
man he would be !—They would not, 
the Lady Betty ſaid, give themſelves 
the mortification but to ſuppoſe, that T 
ſhould not be one of them | 
Preſents were hinted at. She reſolved 
that I ſhould go with her to Glenham 
Hall. She would not be refuſed, al- 
though ſhe were to ſtay a week beyond 
her time for me. | 


She longed for the expected letter 


from you. I muſt write to haſten it, 
and to let Miſs Howe know how every- 
thing ſtood ſince I wrote laſt. That 
2 diſpoſe me abſolutely in her fa- 


vour and in her nephew's; and then ſne 
+ hoped there would be no occaſion for 


me to'think of entering upon any new 
meaſures. 6 : 

Indeed, my dear, I did at the time 
intend, if I heard not from you ow 
morning, to diſpatch a man and. horſe 


I muſt acquaint her 


to you, with the particulars of all, that 
you might, (if you thought proper) at 


eaſt, put off Mrs. Townſend's coming 
up to another day.— But I was miſe- 
we” prevented. 

She made me promiſe, that I would 
write to you upon this ſubje&, whether 
J heard from you, or not. One of her 
ſervants ſhould ride poſt with my letter, 
and wait for Miſs Howe's anſwer. 

She then launched out in deſerved 
praiſes of you, my dear. How fond ſhe 
ſhould be of the honour of your ac- 
quaintance. | | 

The pretended Miſs Montague join- 


ed in with her, as well for herſelf as 


for her ſiſter, | 
Abominably well inſtructed were they 
both! 

O my dear! What riſques may poor 
giddy girls run, when they throw them- 
ſelves out of the protection of their na- 
tural friends, and into the wide world ? 

They then talked 7 of reconcilia- 
tion and intimacy with every- one of my 
friends; with my mother particularly; 


and gave the dear good lady the praiſes 


that every-one gives her, who has the 
happineſs to know her. 

Ah, my dear Miſs Howe! I had al- 
moſt forgot my reſentments againſt the 
pretended nephew !—So many agree- 
able things ſaid, made me think, that, 
if you ſhould adviſe it, and if I could 
bring my mind to forgive the wretch 
for an outrage ſo premeditatedly vile, 
and could forbear deſpiſing him for that 
and his other ungrateful and wieked 
ways, I might not be unhappy in an 
alliance with ſuch a family, * Yet,* 
thought I at the time, with what in- 


© termixtures does every-thing come 


© to me, that has the appearance of 


good! - However, as my lucid hopes 
made me ſee fewer faults in the beha- 


viour of theſe pretended ladies, than re- 
collection and abhorrence have helped 
me ſince to ſee, I began to reproach my- 


ſelf, that I had not at firſt thrown my- 


ſelf into their protection. 

But amidſt all theſe delightful pro- 
ſpects, I muſt not, faid the Lady Betty, 
2 — that I am to go to town.) 

She then ordered ber coach to be got 
to the door We will all go to town 
„together, ſaid ſhe, and return to- 
© gether. Morriſon ſhall Ray here, and 


ſee every-thing as I am uſed to have 


it, in relation to my apartment, and 


my bed; for I __ very particular in 
e 


omg 


* 


* 


my feet complied againſt my ſpeech, | 


8 
2 
IF 


ate comp | 
over and over, What a joy would oi 
unexpected viſit give her couſin Leefont 
Whats pleaſure muſt it be to ſuch a No, no, no! 


ſome refpe&s, My coufin Leeſon's 
© ſervants can do all I want to be done 
With regard to my night - dreſſes, and 
© the like. And it will be a little air- 


ing for you, my dear, and a good op- 
4 portunity for 
© what NO want of your pal to be 


r. Lovelace to order 


'* ſent from your former lodgings to 
© Mrs. Leeſon's; and we can bring it 
up with us from thence.” 15 

I had no intention to comply. But 


28 I did not imagine that ſhe would in- 


ſiſt upon my going to town with them, 


I made no anſwer to that part of her 


: 1 h. - : : 5 79 | | 
* Led herelay down my tired pen! 
' -Recolleion! Heart-affeRing recol- 


lection ! How it pains me! 
 LBTTER,XLVI. 


HOWE, 


: FN the midft of theſe agreeableneſſes, 


1 the coach came to the door. The 
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mind as mine, to. be able to give ſo much 

joy to every · body I came near! | 
The cruel, the ſavage ſeducer, (as I 

have fince recollected) was in e 


all the way; but yet ſuch a ſort of rap - 


ture, as he took viſible pains to check. 
Hateful villain! How Labhor him! 


What miſchief muſt be then in his plot; 


ting heart! — What a devoted 
muſt I be in all their eyes! 5 
Though not pleaſed, I was, never- 
theleſs, juſt then thoughtleſs of danger; 
they endeavouring thus to lift me up 
above all apprehenſions of that, and 
above myſelf to f 
But think, my dear, what a dreadful 
turn all had upon me, when, through 


victim 


ſeveral ſtreets and ways I knew nothing 
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of, the coach ſlackening it's pace, came 
within ſight of the dreadful houſe of the 
dreadfulleſt woman in the world; as 


ſhe proved to m. 


Lord be good unto mel cried the 
r fool, looking out of the coach— 


© Mr. Lovelace! — Madam!” turning 


pretended Lady Betty beſought me to 


ive them my company to their couſin 
-Leeſon's. I deſired to be excuſed: yet 
ſuſpected nothing. She would not be 
denied. How happy 


greateſt favour in the 


I objected my dreſs. But the ob- 
jection was not admitted. She 
nine. SED | 
Mr. Lovelace, vile hypocrite, and 
wicked deceiver l ſeeing, as he ſaid, my 
diſlike to go, defired her 
to infiſt upon it. 2 

Fondneſs for my company was plead. 
ed. She begged me to oblige her: made 


A . 


à motion to help me to my fan herſelf: 


and, in ſhort, was ſo very urgent, that 


and my mind: and being, ina manner, 


led to the coach by her, and made to 
in firſt; ſhe followed ine: and her 


| 


uld-a viſit fo - 

condeſcending make her couſin Lee- 
- fon!—Her couſin Leeſon was not un- 
- worthy of my acquaintance: and would 
- take it for the 


world. 


beſpoke 
a ſupper of Mrs. Moore to be ready at 


ladyſhip not 


1 


4 


tended niece, and the wretch, fol- 


1 her: and away it drove. | 
Nothing but the height of affeftion- 
Rilance paſſed all the Way: 


3 * 


z 
* 


* 


to the pretended Lady Betty. Ma- 
dam! turning to the niece, my hands 
and eyes lifted up—* Lord be good un- 
© to me!? 2-4: ares © 
What! — What! — What! — my 
dear: . 
He pulled the ſtring ! What need to 
have come this way? ſaid he. But 
£ fince weare, I will but aſk a queſ- 
tion — My deareſt life, 2vby this ap- 
<. prehenſion ?? ho td gs; 
The coachman ſtopped: his ſervant, 
who, with one of hers, was behind, 
alighted—* Aſk," ſaid he, if I have 
any letters? Whoknows, my deareſt 
erxeature, turning to me, but we 
* may. already have one from the cap- 
© tain?— We will not go out of the 
coach! Fear nothing Why ſo ap- 
c prehenſive ?—Oh! theſe fine ſpirits ! 
cried the execrable inſulter 
Dreadfully did my heart then miſ- 
give me: I was ready to faint. Why 


« 


this terror, my life? You ſhall not 


ſtir out of the coach But one queſ- 
tion, no the fellow has drove us this 


* 


Vour lady will faint,” cried the 


execrable Lady Betty, turning tohim.— 
My deareſt niece} (Niece I will call 


£ you," taking my hand) ve muſt - 
c*alight, if you are ſo ill. — Let us 
© alight—QOnly for a glaſs of water and 
© hartſhorn—Lndeed we muſt alight. 
I am well— site 


well 
9 
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c Fell- Won't the man drive on?— I 


c am well quite well Indeed I am. 
Man, drive on, putting my head 
out of the coach—* Man, drive on! 
though my voice was too low to be 
heard. ESA | 
The coach ſtopt at the door. How 
I trembled ! 
Dorcas came to the door, on it's ſtop- 
ng. 
EM y deareſt creature,” ſaid the vile 
man, gaſping, as it were for breath, 
you ſhall not alight—Any letters for 
© me, Dorcas?" . | 
© There are two, Sir. And here is 


for your honour; and has done fo 
above an hour“. 97 2 

J'Il juſt ſpeak to him. Open the door 
Vou ſha*n't ſtep out, my dear A 
letter perhapsfromthe captain already! 
Lou ſha'n't ſtep out, my dear.” 

I Gghed, as if my heart would burſt, 
© But we muſi ſtep out, nephew: 
e your lady will faint, Maid, a glaſs 
of hartſhorn/ and water: — My dear, 
you muft ſtep out—You will faint, 
child -e muſt cut your laces.'— 
I believe my complexion was all man- 
ner of colours by turns Indeed, you 
s muſt ſtep out, my dear. 


* * 


a a 


He knew, he ſaid, I ſhould be well, po 


the moment the coach drove from the 
door. I ſhould zot alight. By his 
ſou), I ſhould not, 3 : 

Lord, Lord, nephew!—Lord, Lord, 
* couſin, both women in a breath 
© what do you make abaut eee r 
Vou perſuade your lady to be afraid 


© of alighting.—See you not, that ſhe . 


cis juſt fainting?” |, | 

Indeed, Madam, ſaid the vile ſe- 
ducer, my deareſt love muſt not be 
moved in this point againſt her will. 
t beg it may not be inſiſted upon... 
* Fiddle-faddle, fooliſh man- What 


na pother is here I guels how it is: 


© you are aſhamed to let us ſee what 
fort of people you carried your lady 
„ among— But do you go out, and 
„ ſpeak to your friend, and take your 
6 Pitter. F e 7 
He ſtept out; but ſhut the coach - 
door after him, to oblige nee. 
The coach may go on, Madam, 
The coach ba go on, my dear 
life,“ ſaid he— But he gave not, nor 
intended to give, orders that it ſhould. 


4 


a gentieman, Mr. Belton, Sir, waits 


841 


© Let the coach go on!” faid I!! 
Mr. Lovelace may come after us. 
© Indeed, my dear, you are illi 
Indeed you muſt alight—Alight but 
for one quarter of an hour—Alight 
but to give orders yourſelf about 


your things. Whom can you be 
afraid of in my company, and my 
.niece's? Theſe people muſt have be- 
haved ſhockingly to you! Pleaſe the 
Lord, I'll enquire into it ll ſee 
what ſort of people they are?” 


a a a M M M 6a a 4a 


Immediately came the old creature to ; 


the door. A thouſand pardons, dear 


Madam, ' ſtepping to the coach-fide, +» 
© if we have any way offended you 


© Be pleaſed, ladies, [to the other 
two] © toalight.” > 
Well, my dear,“ whiſpered the 
Lady Betty, I now find that an hide- 


© ous deſcription of a perſon we never 


* ſaw, is an advantage to them. L 
thought the woman'was a monſter 
© But, really, ſhe ſeems tolerable.” 

J was afraid I ſhould have fallen in- 


to fits: but till refuſed to go out- 


Man! - Man! — Man!— cried I, 
gaſpingly, my head out of the coach 


and in, by turns, half a dozen times 


running, drive on!—Let us go!? 


But the antipathy I had taken to the 
vile houſe, and to find myſelf ſo near 
it, when I expected no ſuch matter, 
with the ſight of the old creature, all 


together made me behave like a diftrat- 
ed perſon. parted 935 
The hartſhorn and n brought. 

E 


The pretended Lady 


tty made me 
drink it. 


Heaven knows if there were 


any thing elſe in ith © 
HBeſides, ſaid ſhe, whiſperingly, 
© I muſt ſee what ſort of creatures the 


© meces. are. Want of delicacy cans 
not be hid from me. Vou could not 


* ſurely, my dear, have this averſion to 
* re-enter a houſe, for a few minutes: 


© in our company, in which you lod 
©, and boarded ſeveral w 


My heart miſgave me beyond the 
wer of my own accounting for it; 
for ſtill I did not ſuſpe& theſe women. 


s, un eſs. 


© theſe women could. be ſo preſumptu- 


« oully: vile, as my nephew ought not 
+444 


©.to know... 


a 


Out ſtept the pretended lady; the 
8 der command, having open- 
W the-dogr, 4 | : 4 3 8 p 2 8 5 5 
Deareſt Madam, ſaid the other to 
ou. [PForL was 


me, + mne 


5 2 
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© mextthedoor} Fear nothing: I will 

not ſtir from your preſence.” b 

Come, my dear, ſaid the pre- 

tended lady: give me your hand;“ 

+ Holding out hers. © Oblige me this 
once.“ 7 5 

22471 


42 
* 


1 will bleſs your footſteps," ſaid 
6: honour my houſe with your preſence.” 
+ A crowd by this time was gathered 
about us; but I was too much affected 
to mind that. 4 5 


75 * pretended Miſs Montague 
urge 


me; ſtanding up as ready to go 


2 outas if I would give her room. Lord, 
my dear,” faid the, © who can bear 
4 this © crowd ?— What will people 

n fed the, 
981 etended lady again paſſed me, 
with e hands held Carta Only, 
zmy dear, to give orders about your 


: —_— | e | 
And thus eee, and gazed at, (for 
then I looked about me) the women ſo 
richly dreſſed, people_ whiſpering; in 
an evil moment, out I, trem- 
bling, forced to lean with both my 
Hands (frighted too much for cere- 
mony)- on the e eee Lady Betty's 
arm O that I had dropped down dead 
vpon the guilty threſhold! 8 
We ſhall ſtay but a few minutes, 
my dear! but a few minutes ſaid 


the ſame ſpecious jilt—out of breath 


with her joy, as I have ſince thought, 
that they had thus triumphed over the 
E: +. unhappy victim! oo 
„Dome, Mrs. Sinclair, I think 


© your name is, ſhew us the Way 
ſohowing her; and leading me. I 


am very thirſty. You have frighted 
eme, my dear, with your ſtrange 
4 fears, I muſt have tea made, if it 
Lean be done in 4 moment. We have 
farther to go, Mrs. Sinclair, and 
muſt return to Hampſtead this night.“ 


It ſhall be ready in à moment, 


ie 


We have water 
Haſten; then Come, my dear,“ 


to me, as ſhe led me through the paſ- 


ſage to the fatal inner- houſe Lean 


upon me- how you tremble l- how 


you falter in your ſteps !. Deareſt 
ieee Lovelace,” [ The old wretch 


being in bearing] why, theſt burrigs - 


. © upon your ſpirits - We've 
<mwammite?! 44 


gone 
| 2 1 , 5 * 


4 
** 


Ib 


the old creature, if once more you 
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into the old wretch's too-well known 
parlour. 5 | 
Never was any-body ſo gentle, ſo 
meek, fo low-voiced; as the odious 
woman; drawling out, in a puling ac- 
cent, all the obliging things ſhe could 

fay: awed, I then thought, by the . 
conſcious dignity of a woman of qua- 
lity, glittering with jewels. 

The called-for tea was ready pre- 
ſently. e 
There was no Mr. Belton, I believe: 

for the wretch went not to any- body, 

unleſs it were while we were parlying 
in the coach. No ſuch perſon, how- 
ever, appeared at the tea- table. ; 
| er _ _ two diſhes, with 
milk, complaiſantly urged by the pre- 
tended ladies helpleber — cath to .. | 

I was ſtupid to their hands; andy when 
1 took the tea, almoſt choaked with 

vapours; and could hardly ſwallow. 
I thought, tranfiently thought, that 

the tea, the laſt diſh particularly, had 
an odd taſte. They, on my palating 
it, obſerved, that the milk was Lon- 
don-milk ; far ſhort in goodneſs of what 
they were accuſtomed to from their own 
dairies. | | 

I have no doubt, that my two diſhes, 
and perhaps my hartſhorn, were pre- 

pared for IS which caſe Oo 

more proper for their purpoſe, that r 

ſhould kelp me, than Fas 1 ſhould =" er 
_ myſelf. IIll before, I found myſelf ſtill 
more and more difordered in my head; 

a heavy torpid pain encreaſing fal up- 

on me. But I imputed it to my terror. 

Nevertheleſs, at the pretended ladies 
motion, I went up ſtairs, attended by 
Dorcas; who affected to weep for joy; 
that ſhe once more ſaw my bleſſed face; 
that was the vile creature s word; and 
immediately I ſet about taking out ſome 
of my cloaths, ordering what ſhould 
de put up, and what ſent after me. 
While Twas thus employed, up came 
the pretended Lady Betty, in a hurry- 
eee My dear, you won't 
6: 


ng beſore you are ready. My ne- | 


© phew-is very buſy in writing anſwers 
© to his letters: ſo I'll juſt whip away; 
and change my dreſs, and, call upon 
von in an intent? 
O0, Madam —I an ready! I am 
© now ready! You muſt not leave me 
© here,” And down I ſunk; affright- 
ed; inte f= 
This inſtant, this inſtant, I will 
e rt © Teturniem 


— 


4 
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© return—Before you can be ready 
© Before you can have packed up yout 
£ things—We would not be late— The 
© robbers we have heard of may be 
out Don't let us be late.” 

And away ſhe hurried before I could 
fay another word. Her pretended niece 
went with her, without taking notice 
to me of her going. : 

I had no ſuſpicion yet, that theſe 
women were not indeed the ladies they 
perſonated; and I blamed myſelf for my 
weak fears.—* It cannot be, thought 
I, that ſuch ladies will abet treache 
© againſt a poor creature they are ſo 
fond of. They muſt undoubtedly 
© be the perſons they appear to be 
What folly to doubt it! The air, the 
© dreſs, the dignity, of women of 
quality. How unworthy of them, 
and of my charity, concluded 1, 
is this ungenerous ſhadow of ſu- 
« ſpicion ! [12 : 

So, recovering my ftupified bo 8 
as well as they could be recovered, (for 
] was heavier and heavier; and won- 
dered to Dorcas, what ailed me; rub- 
bing my eyes, and taking ſome of her 
ſnuff, piuch after pinch, to very little 

urpoſe) I purſued my employment: 
4 when that was over, all packed up 
that 1 deſigned to be packed up; and 
I had nothing to do but to hint; and 
found them tarry ſo long; I thought I 

ſhould have gone diſtracted, I ſhut 
myſelf into the chamber that had been 
mine; I kneeled, I prayed ; yet knew 
not what I prayed for: then ran out 

again: it was almoſt dark night, I 
faid. Where, where was Mr. Love- 

He came to me, taking no notice at 
firſt of my conſternation and wildneſs; 
[What they had gi ven me made me in- 
coherent and wild] All goes well,” 
ſaid he, my dear! -A line from Cap- 
6 tain Tomlinſon !? : 

All indeed did go well for the vil- 
6 lainous project of the moſt cruel and 
s moſt 9 of men! 

I ͤdemanded his aunt!—T demande 


his couſin — The evening, I ſaid, was 


eloſing!— My head was very, very bad, 
T remember, I ſaid And it grew worſe 
| eee, A 4 
- | Terror, however, as yet up m 
ſpirits; and I inſiſted A 5 dein 
himſelf to haſten them. | 
He called bis ſervant. He raved at 


HARL OWT. 
the /ex for their delay: 'twas well that 


buſineſs of - conſequence ſeldom dee | * 
pended upon ſuch parading, unpune- 


tual triflers! 

His ſervant came. 2 

He ordered him to fly to his couſin 
Leeſon's, and to let-Lady Betty and 
his couſin know how uneafy we both 
were at their delay: adding, of his 
own accord, Defire them, if the 
* don't come inſtantly, to ſend theie 
© coach, and we will go withoutthem, 
Tell them, I wonder they'll ſerve me 
© for . N 

I thought this was conſiderately and 
fairly put. But now, indifferent at 
my head was, I had a little time to 
conſider the man and his behaviour. 
He terrified me with his looks, and 
with his violent emotions, as he eee 
upon me. Evident joy - ſuppreſſed emo - 


tions, as J have ſince recoſlected. His 


ſentences ſhort, and pronounced as 1 
his breath were touched. Never ſaw 
his abominable eyes look, as then they 
looked Triumph in them! —PFierce 
and wild; and more diſagreeable _ 
the women's at the vile houſe appea 

to me when I firſt ſaw them: and at 
times; ſuch a leering, miſchief. boding 


caſt!—T would have given the world to 


have been an hundred miles from him. 


Vet his behaviour was decent -A de- 


cency, however, that I might have 
ſeen to be ſtruggled for For he ſnateh . 
ed my hand two or three times, with a 
vehemence in his graſp that hurt me; 
ſpeaking words of tendernefs through 
his ſhut teeth, as it ſeemed; and let it 
go with a beggar-voiced humble ace 


cent, like the vile woman's" juſt bes 
fore; half-inward; yet his words and 


manner carrying the appearance of 
ſtrong, and almoſt convulſed paſſlon! 
—O my dear! What miſchiefs Was ne 
not then meditating! g 

I complained once or twice of thirſt; 
My mouth ſeemed parched. At the 
time, I ſuppoſe, that it was my terrot 
(gaſping often as I did for bhremth 
that relic g the roof of my mouth. 
I called for water: ſome table bett W 
brought me: beer, I ſuppoſt; was A 
better vehicle (if I were nat dozed 


enough before) for their potions. 1 
told the maid, That ſhe knew Tidom 
taſted malt liquor: yet, ſuſpectiug rio. . 

ding of this nature, Veing erer nel 
ty, bat rages 


thi I drank it, as w 
994 Sli 
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and inſtantly; as it Were, found my- 
ys much worſe than before: as if ine- 


+ ge I. ſhould fancy: I know not 


# 


/ 


. 


of violent fits which Miſs 
| was 


4 n 


His ſervant was gone twice as long 
as he needed: and juſt before his re- 
turn, came one of the pretended Lady 


etty's, with a letter for Mr. Love - 


r 9 75 | 
He ſent it up to me. I read it: and 
then it was that I thought myſelf a loſt 
creature; it being to put off her going 
to Hampſtead that night, on account 


pretended to be ſeized with; for 
hen immediately came into my head 
his vile attempt upon me in this houſe; 
the revenge that my flight might too 
probably inſpire him with on that oc- 


caſion, and becauſe of the difficulty I 


made to forgive him, and to be recon- 
eiled to him; his very looks wild and 


dreadful to me; and the women of the 


houſe ſuch as I had more reaſon than 


Barr even from the pretended Lad 
ty” 


r 

L have not remembrance how J was, 
5 for the time it laſted: but I know, that 
min my firſt agitations, I pulled off my 


griet;, and they wou r 
week together, if not got off in a few. 


s hint, to be afraid of. All 


— crouding together in my 7 Wt 7 


I fell into a kind of 


nſive mind, 
y 


— 
* 


head - dreſs, and tore my ruffles in 


twenty tatters, and ran to find him 


hen. a little recovered, I inſiſted 


the hint he had given of their 


coach. But the meſſengen, he ſaid, had 
told him, that it was ſent to fetch a 


' phyfician, left his chariot ſhould be put 


* or not ready. 
z 


I then inſiſted upon going directly 5 
Tady Betty's lodgings. 8 N 
Mrs. Leeſon's was now a 


] crouded 
houſe, he ſaid: and as my earneſtneſs 
could be owing to nothing but ground- 


leſs apprehenſion, [ And O what vows, 
what proteſtations of his honour, did he 


then make l] he hoped I would not add 


to their preſent concern. Charlotte, 
I 


7 „ was uſed to ſits, he ſaid, upon 


7 - Ir 7 
4 y 24 


reat ſurprizes, whether of Joy or 
4 and they would hold her for a 


4, laid the villain;: 


perhaps in ſe- 


cret inſult:..* ſaw you not in Miſs Mon- 


* tague's now-and-then.at Hampſtead, 


| ge and a 
henſion, I ſtill declared myſelf reſolved 


ontague 


with all his ſoul. 


fits ous 


ing wildiſh? I was afraid for 


* 
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* her then. Silence and quiet only ds 


her good: your concern for her, and 


©. her love for you, will but augment 
£ the poor girl's diſorder, if you ſhould 
5. | 10 2 : 


All impatient with re- 
not to ſtay in that houſe till morning. 
All T had in the world, my rings, my 
watch, my little money, for a coach; 
or, if one were not to be got, I would 
go on foot to Hampſtead that night, 
though I'walked it by myſelf. | 
A coach was hereupan ſent for, or 
gy to be ſent for. Any price, 
e ſaid, he would give to oblige me, 
late as it was; and he would attend me 
But no coach was to 
Let me cut ſhort the reſt, I grew 

worſe and worſe in my head; now ſtu- 
pid, now raving, now ſenſeleſs. The 
vileſt of vile women was brought to 
fri hten me. Never was there ſo hor- - 
rible a creature as ſhe appeared to me at 

this time. | 14 a 
I remember, I pleaded for mercy. - I 
remember that I ſaid I wwould be his 


Indeed I would be his=to obtain his 


mercy. But no mercy found I! My 
ſtrength, my intellects, failed me 
And then ſych ſcenes followed -O my 
dear, ſuch dreadful ſcenes !—Fits upon 
indeed and imperfectly re- 
membered) procuring me no compal- 
ſion— But death was witheld from me. 
That would have been too great a 
mercy 25 hd ; 15 , 4 
THys was I tricked and deluded 
back by blacker hearts of my own ſex, 
than I thought there were in the world; | 
who appeared to me to be perſons of 
honour: and, when in his power, thus 
barbarouſly was I treated by this vil- 
lainous man! N no Act » 
I was ſo ſenſelefs, that I dare not 
aver, that the horrid creatures of the 
houſe were perſonally aiding and abet- 


ting: but ſome viſionary remembrances - © 


1 have of female figures, flitting, as I - 
may fay, before my fight; thewretched 
woman's. particularly. But as theſe - 


confuſed. ideas might be owing to the 
| : 4 24444 4 £ terror I had conceived of the worſe than 
Von are an. obſerver of eyes, my 
tar, ted to aſſume to me, for expreſſing my 
abhorrence of her houſe; and as what 


maſculine violence ſhe had been permit- 


I ſuffered-from his barharity wants not 
that aggravation; I will ſay no more on 
_ aſubjet 


F % # 
* 


+ 
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a ſubject ſo ſhocking as this muſt ever 
be to my remembrance. 
I never ſaw the per ſonating wretches 
afterwards. He perſiſted to the laſt 
(dreadfully invoking Heaven as a wit- 
neſs to the truth of his aſſertion) that 
they were really and truly the ladies they 
pretended to be; declaring, that they 
could not take leave of me, when they 
left the town, becauſe of the ſtate of 
ſenſeleſſneſs and phrenzy I was in. 
For their intoxicating, or rather ſtupe - 
fying, potions had almoſt deleterious 
effects upon my intellects, as I have 
hinted; inſomuch that, for ſeveral days 
together, I was under a ſtrange deli- 
rium; now moping, now dozing, now 
weeping, now raving, now ſcribbling, 
tearing what I ſcribbled, as faſt as I 
wrote jt: meft miſerable when now-and- 
then a ray of reaſon brought confuſed- 


ly to my remembrance what I had ſuf- 


ered, 


* 


LETTER XLVIL 


' MISS CLARISSA HARLOWE. 
IN CONTINUATION, 


oY E lady next gives an account, 
Of her recovery. from her deli- 
rium and fleepy diſorder : 21 
Of her attempt to get away in his 
abſence: 
Of the converſations that followed, 
at his return, between them: 
Of the guilty figure he made: 
Of her reſolution not to have him: 
Of her ſeveral efforts to eſcape: 
bOf her treaty with Dorcas to aſſiſt 
hrt Il TE 
Of Dorcas's dropping the promiſſory 
note, ere, as ſhe ſays, on 
— 181 e to betray her: 
— ORT eee ng all the creatures 
of the houſe, aſſembled to terrify 
berz and perhaps to commit freſh 
- outrages upon her: | 
Of his ſetting out for M. Hall: 
Ot his repeated letters to induce her 
to meet him at the altar, on her 
uncle's anniverſaryß:- 
Of her determined ſilence to them 


6 ks 
Of her ſecond eſeape, effected, as ſbe 


* 5. 


+ ſays, contrary to her own expec- 
S re that attempt being at firſt 


dut the intended prelude to a more 


— 
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promiſing one, which ſhe had 
formed in her mind: 5 * 


And of other particulars; which be- 
ing to be found in Mr, Lovelace's 
letters preceding, and the letter of 
bis friend Belford, are omitted. 
Sbe thenproceeds: 


Tux very hour that I found myſelf 


in a place of ſafety, I took pen to write 


to you. When 1 began, I deſigned 
only to write ſix or eight lines, to en- 
quire after your health: for, having 
heard nothing from you, I feared in- 
deed, that you had been, and fiill avere, 
too ill to write. But no ſooner did 
my 2 begin to blot the paper, but my 
ſad heart hurried it into length. Phe 
apprehenſions I had lain under, that I 
ſhouJd, not be able to get away; the fa- 
tigue 1 had in effecting my eſcape: 
the difficulty of N lodgm 
for myſelf; having diſlike 

of two houſes, and thoſe of a third 
diſliking me; for you muſt think I made 


a frighted appearance - Theſe, together 


with the recollection of what I had 
ſuffered from him, and my farther ap- 
prehenſions of my inſecurity, and my 
deſolate circumſtances had ſo di ſordered 
me, that I remember I rambled ſtrange- 
ly in that letter. 8 oy 
In ſhort, I thought it, on re- peruſal, 


a half. diſtracted one: but I then de- 


ſpaired (were I to begin again) of writ- 
ing better: ſo I let it go: and can 


have no excuſe for directing it as I did, 


if the cauſe of the incoherence in it wil 

not furniſh me with a very pitiable one. 
The letter I received from your mo- 
ther was a dreadful blow to me. But 
nevertheleſs ĩt had the good effect upon 
me (labouring, as I did juſt then, 
under a violent fit of vapouriſn de- 
ſpondency, and almoſt yielding to it) 
which profuſe bleeding and bliſter: 


ings have in paralytical or apopleRtical - 


ſtrokes; reviving my attention, and re- 
ſtoring me to ſpirits to combat the evils 
I was ſurrounded by—Sluicing off, and 
diverting into a new channel (if I may 
be allowed another metaphor) the overs. 
charging woes which threatened once 
more to overwhelm my intelle&s. - 
But yet I moſt fincerely lamented 
(and ſtill lament) in your mother's 
words, That I cannot be unhappy by my. 
ſelf: and was grieyed, not only forthe 


| 8 
the people 


A. 


* 
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you by my inattention. 8 
be then gives the vers the let- 
© ers ſbe wrote to Mrs, Norton, 10 
Lach Betty Lawrance, and to Mrs. 
Hodges; as alfo of their anſevers; 
. whereby ſhe detected all Mr. Love- 
luce tmpoſftures. She proceeds as 
_ c 


I T eannot, however, forbear to won - 
der how the vile Tomlinſon could come 
at the knowledge of ſeveral of the things 
he told me of, and which contributed 

to give me confidence in him *. ky? 
I doubt not, that the ſtories of Mrs: 


Fretchville, and her houſe, would be 


found as vile impoſtures as any of the 


reſt, were I to enquire; and had I not 
enough, and too much, already againſt 


the perjured man. 1 
Ho have I been led on What wilt 


be the end of ſuch a falſe and perjured 


ereature ! Heaven not leſs profaned and 
defied by him, than myſelf deceived 
and abuſed! This, however, againſt 


_ - myſelf 1 muſt ſay, that if What I have 
ſuffered be the natural conſequenee of 


my-firſt error, I never can forgive my- 
155 although * ſo partial in my 
favour, as to ſay, that I was not cen- 
| 1 what paſſed before my firſt 
: And now, honoured Madam, and 

my deareſt: Miſs Howe, who are to fit in 
ee upon my caſe, permit me to 

y down my pen with one requeſt, 


/  . which, with the greateſt earneſtneſs, I 


relation to the potions and 


make to you both: and thatis, that you 
will neither of you bee be lips in 

e violences 

F have hinted at. Not that I am ſoli- 
citoue, that my difgrace ſhould be hid- 

den from the world, or that it ſhould 


not be generglly known, that the man 


_ - has proved a villain to me: for this, 


it "ſeems, eu 


| from his charater. But ſup- 


Poe, as his actions by me are really of 
d capital nature, it were inſiſted upon, 
that I mould appear to proſerute him 
und his accomplices in a court of juſ- 


.ELARISSA 


trouble I had given you before; but 
for the new one I had brought upo 


body but myſelf ex- 


HARLOWE. 


tice, how do you think I could bear 


that? \ . 
But ſince my character, before the 


capital enormity, was loſt in the eye of 


the world; and that from the very hour 
T left my father's houſe; and ſince all my 
own hopes of worldly happineſs are en- 


tirely over; let me flide quietly into my 


grave; and let it not he remember. 
ed, except by one friendly tear, and no 
more, dropt from your gentle eye, 


mine own dear Anna Howe, on the 


happy day that ſhall ſhuz up all my ſor- 
rows, that there was/luch a creature 
as Wee | 5 
__ CLARISSA HARLOWE, 
SATURDAY, JULY 8. | 


MISS "HOWE, TO iss CLARISSA. 
HARLOWE, : 


1 g uN DAT, JULY 9. 
A Heaven ſignalize it's ven- 
geance, in the face of all the 

world, upon the moſt abandoned and 

profligate of men !—And in it's own 


time, I doubt not but it will. - And 


we muſt look to a WORLD BEYOND 


'THEs for the reward of your ſuffer- 


ings! 


Another ſhocking detection, mydearl 


— How have you been deluded Very 
watchful Thave'thought you; very ſa- 
gacious :—— but, alas! not watchful, 
not ſagacious enough, for the horrid 
villain you have had to deal with! 
The letter you ſent me incloſed as 
mine, of the yth of June, is a vil- 
lainous forgeryf. The hand, indeed, 


is aſtoniſhingly like mine; and the co: 


ver, I ſee, is actually my cover: but 


yet the letter is not ſo: exactly imi- 


tated, but that (had you had any ſu- 

ſpicions about his vileneſs at the time) 

you, who ſo-wellknow my hand; might 
ave deteRted . nts hte 


In ſhort, this vile forged letter, thou 15 | 
— 


a long one, contains but a fe ex 


from mine. Mine was a very lon 


one. He has omitted every thing, I ſee, 


an it that could have ſhewn you what 


£4 „ The attentive reader need 'not be ifs back for what the lady nevertheleſs could 


4 | ' Vol, V. p. 680, et ſeg · 


not account for, as the knew not that Mr. Lovelace had come at Miſs Howe's 88 
ticularly that in Valume IV. p. 48 5, et ſeg · which he comments upon p. 529, et ſeg · of the 


% * 


a deteſtable 


„„ > FOLARIESA. 
2 deteftable houſe the houſe is; and 


; 13 you ſuſpiciohs of the vile Tom- 
linfon.—You will ſee this, and how he 
has turned Miſs Lardner's informa- 
tion, and my advices to you, [execra- 
ble villain!) to his own horrid ends, by 
the rough draught of the genuine let- 
ter, which I Mall incloſe “. 

Aßpprekenſive for both our ſafeties 


| from the villainy of ſuch a darmg and 


profligate contriver, I muſt call upon 
Joo, my dear, to reſolve upon taking 
egal vengeance of the infernal wretch. 
Aud this not only for our own ſakes, 
but for the ſakes of innocents who 
otherwiſe may yet be deluded and out- 
raged by him. 4 


She then gives the particulars of the 
report made by the young fellow 
whom ſhe ſent to Hampſtead with 
her letter; aud aubo ſuppoſed he had 
deli vered it into her own land: 


aud then proceeds 


I am aſtoniſhed, that the vile wreteh, 
who could know nothing of the time 
my meſſenger (whole honeſty I can 
vouch for) would come, could have a 
creature ready toperſonate youl Stran ge, 
that the man ſkould happen to arrive 
| Jult as you were gone to church, (as I 
find was the fact, on comparing what 
he ſays with your hint that you were at 
{church twice that day) when he might 
have got to Mrs. Moore's two hours 
before — But kad {91 told me, my 
dear, that the villain bad found you out, 
and was about you {—- You ſhould have 
done that—Yet, I blame you upon a 

Judgment founded on the event yy, 


I 


1 never Had any fair; in_the Tones 


that go current among | country girls, 


of ſpectres, familiars, and demons; 
Aft; ſee not any other way to account 
for this wretch's ſucceſsful villainy, 
ang for his means of working up his 
ſpecious deluhons, but by ſyppoſing 
. "(if he be nat the devil himſelf) that he 
His a familiar conſtantly'at his elbow. 
Sometimes it ſeems to me, that this fa- 
miliar aſſumes the ſhape of that ſolemn 
villain Tomlinſon: lometimes» that of 
the excerable Sinclair, as he calls her: 
Lometimes it is permitted to take that of 
Lad y Betty Lawrance But, when it 
Feuld aſſume the angelick ſhape and 


des Va. v. r. 625 et eg. 


till how much more ſurprized I mu 


95 
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mien of my beloved friend, fee whit 
a bloated figure it made! ES 


& "Tis my opinion, my dear, that you 5 


will be no longer ſafe where you are, 
than while the V. is in the country. 
Words are poor !—or how could I exe- 
crate him! I have hardly any doubt, 
that ke has ſold himſelf for a time. O 


may the time be ſhort !—Or may his 


infernal 7 more keep cove- 
nant with him, than he does with 
others! 


of in long letter mem joned above; but 
the heads of that which the young fel- 
low thought he delivered into your own 


hands at Hampſtead. And when you 


have peruſed them, I will leave you to 
judge, how much reaſon I had to be 
ſurprized, that you wrote me not an 
anfwer to either of thoſe letters; on, 
of which you owned you had received; 
(though it proved to be his\forged one) 
the other FR HOARY into your own hands, 
as I was affared; and both of them of 
ſo much concern to your honour; 4a 
be, when I received a letter from Mrs, 
"Townſend, dated June 15, from Hamp- 
Kead, importing, That Mr. Lovelace, 
whe had been with you ſeveral days, 
1 on the Monday before, brought 
5 ady Betty and his couſin, richly dreſ- 
Fed, and in a coach and four to yifit 


'you: who, with your own conſent, 


had tarcied you te town with them—to 


your former lodgings; where you ſtill . 


re; that the Hampiteaq women be- 
heved you to be warried; and reflected 


0 14 : K 
upon me as a fomenter of differences 


between man and wife: that he himſel 
was at Hampitead the day before, - viz. 


Wedneſday the 14th; and boaſtefl f 


his happineſs with you; inyiting Mrs. 
Moore Mis. Rave” and Mit Raw- 
Uns, to go to town, to-vibt his f ouſe; 
which they promiſed tg ds: that he de- 
clared, that you were entirely recon- 
ciled to your former lodgings; —and 
that, nally, the women at Hampſtea 

told Mrs. Towynſend, that he had ver 


£ 


handſomely diſcharged theirs. 


o 7 


I owa to you, my dear, that T was 


ſo much ſorprized and diſguſted at 17 


appearances againſt a conduct till then 
unexceptionable, thar I was reſolved 
to make myſelf as eaſy as I could, and 
e Idid. p. 718, et ſeg . 1 4 75 © 3t 
VV & a4 323 


* , 


1 ore not only the rough draught 
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wait till gn hon think fit to write 
to me. But I could rein- in my impa- 
tience but for a few days; and on the 
| FA of June I wrote a ſharp letter to 
'you; which I find you did not receive. 


Wbt a fatality, my dear, has ap- 
peared in.-your caſe, from the very be- 
Finning till this hour! Had my mo- 


ther permitted 


But can 


„ 


I blame ber; when you have 
a father and mother living, who have ſo 
much to anſwer for? - So much [l—as 
no father and mather, conſidering the 
child they have driven, perſecuted, ex- 


poſed, renounced—ever had to anſwer 


But again I muſt execrate the aban- 
doyed villain—Yet, as I ſaid before, 
all words 
cafion, 
But 
ries and treachery of this man, 
get a young creature into their power! 
Fris probable, that he might have the 
intolerable preſumption to hope an eaſier 


Vigilance and exalted virtue made po- 
tions, and rapes, and the vtmoſtviolences, 
neceſſary to the attainment of his deteſt- 
able 3 7 we ſee that he never boggled 
at them. I bave no doubt, that the 
ſame or equal wickedneſs would be of - 
tener committed by men of his vil- 
lainous caſt, if the folly and credulity 
of the poor. incopſiderates who throw 
themſelves into theirhands, did not give 
them an after triumph, 


Wich what, comfort muſt thoſe pa- 
rents refle& upon theſe things, who 
haye happily diſpoſed of their daugh- 
ters in marriage. to à virtuous man! 
And how happy the young wamen who 
find themſelves faſe in a worthy pro- 
. teftion If ſuch a perſon as Miſs Cla- 
Tilſa Harlowe could not eſcape, who 
can be ſecure ?—Since, thongh every 
Take is not a LOVELACE, neither is 
Ev 

telnpts were but to your 
- ehitance and vigilan cee. 
My mother has commanded me to 


let you know her thoughts upon the 


whole of your ſad Rory, I will do it 
In another letter; apd ſend it to you 
wich this by a ſpecial meſſenger. _ 
„But, for the future, if you Approv 
_of it, 1 will ſend my letters 57 the 
uſual hand, (Collins's)! to be left at 
5 the ener Head on Snow Hill; whi- 


are poor, and beneath the oc- 7 
ſee we not, in the horrid R 0 
what 


rakes and libertines will do, when they 


e but, when your unexampled 
1 


Fry woman a CLARIsS$A; and his at- 


requires, that ſuch a beaſt 
ſhould be hunted out of it; and, if 1 


HARLOWE. 


ther you may ſend yours, (as we both 


uſed to do, to Wilſon's) except ſuch as 
we ſhall think fit to tranſmit by the 
poſt: which I am afraid, after my next, 
muſt be directed to Mr, Hickman, as 
before: fince my mother is for fixing a 
condition toour correſpondence, which, 
J doubt, you will not comply with, 
though I wiſh you would. This con- 
dition I ſhall acquaint you with by- 
and- by, 75 £7 45 Wy 3 
Mean time, begging excuſe for all 
the harſh things in my laſt, of which 
your ſweet meekneſs and ſuperior great- 
neſs of ſou] have now made me moſt _ 
heartily aſhamed, I beſeech you, my 
deareſt creature, to believe me to be, 
your truly Hmpatbixing and unalterable 
„ | | 
, | ; | ANNA'HOWE, 


Miss HOWE," TO Miss CLARISSA 
„„ bp A ARLOWB., 


MONDAY, .JULY 10. 


I Now, my deareſt friend, reſume my 


1 pen, to obey my mother, in givin 
vou her opinion upon your unhappy 


ſtory. | e 
; She ſtill Harps upon the old. ſtring, 
and will have it, that all your calami- 
ties are owing to your firlt faral ſtep; 
for ſhe believes (what 1 cannot) that 
your relations had intended, after one 
general trial more, to comply with 
your averſion, if they had found it as 
rivetted a one, as, let me ſay, it was a 
folly to ſuppoſe it would not be found 
to be, after fo many ridiculouſly re» 
peated experiments. ; 
As to your latter ſufferings from that 
vileſt of miſcreants, ſhe is unalterably 
of opinion, that if all be as you have 


related, (which ſhe doubts not) with 


regard to the potions, and to the vio- 
lences you have ſuſtained, you ought, 
by all means, to ſet on foot a proſecu- 


tion againft him, and againſt his devil- 


iſh accomplices. ty 5 
" She aſks, What murderers, what ra- 


viſbers, would be brought to juſtice, if 


 modefly were to be a general plea, and 
allowable, againſt appearing in a court 
% ll u0huhenDt” 9: OE 
She ſays,” that the good of ſociety 
of prey 


— 


/ 


CLARISSA HARLOWE. 


do not proſecute him, ſhe thinks you 
will be anſwerable for all the miſchiefs 
he may do in the courſe of his future 
villainous life. ä ä 
© Will it be thought, Nancy,“ ſaid 
ſhe, * that Miſs Clariſſa Harlowe can 
be in earneſt, when ſhe ſays, ſhe is 
© not ſolicitous to have her diſgraces 
© concealed from the world, if ſhe be 
© afraid or aſhamed to appear in court, 
© to do juſtice to herſelf and her ſex 
© againſt him? Will it not rather be 
© ſurmized, that ſhe may be appre- 
© henlive, that ſome weakneſs, or lurk - 
ing love, will appear upon the trial 
4 


of the ſtrange cauſe? If, inferred - 


ſhe, * ſuch complicated villainy as this 
0 (hey erjury, potions, forgery, 
© ſubornation, are all combined to ef- 
« fe& the ruin of an innocent creature, 
and to diſhonour a family of emi- 
© nence, and where thoſe very crimes, 
* as may be ſuppoſed, are proofs of 
© her innocence) is to go off with im- 
; Fanz, what caſe will deſerve to be 
brought into judgment; or what ma- 
« letaCtor ought to be hanged ?* 
Then ſhe-thinks, and ſo do I, that 
the vile creatures, his accomplices, 
ought, by all means, to be brought to 
condign puniſhment, as they muſt and 
will be, upon bringing him to his tri- 
al: and this may be a means to blow 
up and root out a whole neſt of vipers, 
and ſave. many innocent creatures, 
She added, That, if Miſs Clariſſa 
Harlowe could be ſo indifferent about 
having this publick juſtice done upon 
ſuch a wretch for her own ſake, ſhe 
ought to overcome her ſcruples out of 
regard to her family, her acquaint- 
ance, and her ſex, Sl areall highly 


to her. 

For her own part, ſhe declares, 
That, were ſhe your mother, ſhe would 
forgive you upon no other terms: and, 
upon, your compliance with theſe, ſhe 


herſelf will undertake to reconcile all 


your family to you. 
Theſe, my 
. ſentiments upon your ſad ſtory. 

I cannot ſay, but there are reaſon 
and jultice in them; and it is my opi- 


nion, that it would be very right for 
the law to oblige an injured woman to 


proſecute, and to make ſeduction on 
the man's part capital, where bis ſtu- 


died baſeneſs, and no fault in her avill, 


appeared. 


: on it. 
injured and ſcandalized by his villainy | 


849 
To this purpoſe the cuſtom in the 


Iſle of Man is a very good one 
If a ſingle woman there proſecutes a 


- use man for a rape, the eccleſiaſtical 


judges impannel a jury; and, if this 
jury find him guilty, he is returned 
uilty to the temporal courts: where, 
if he be convicted, the deemſter, or 
judge, delivers to the woman a rope, a 
ſword, and a ring; and ſhe has it in 
her choice to have, him hanged, be- 
headed, or to marry him, 
One of the two former, I think, 
ſhould always be her option. : 
I long for the full particulars of 
your ſtory, You muſt have but too 
much time upon your hands, for a 
mind ſo active as yours, if tolerable 
health and ſpirits be afforded you. 
The villainy of the worſt of men, 
and the virtue of the moſt excellent of 


women, I expect will be exemplified in 


o 


it, were it to be written in the ſame” 
connected and particular manner, in 
which you uſed to write to me. 
Try for it, my deareſt friend; and 
ſince you cannot give the example with- ' 
out the warning, give both, for the _ 
ſakes of all tho who ſhall hear of 
your unhappy fate; beginning from 
yours of June 5, your proſpects then 
not diſagreeable. I pity wu for the 
taſk; though I cannot willinglyexempt 
you from it. : 


* 

Fa My mother'will have me 8 That 

e muſt ii upon your proſecuting 
the Mila? She Nr this ſhe 
makes that a condition on which ſhe 
permits our future correſpondence. Let 
me therefore know your thoughts up- 
T aſked her, if ſhe would 
willing, that I ſhould appear to ſup- 

rt you in court, if you complied? - 
By all means, ſhe ſaid, if that would 
induce you to begin with him, and with 
the horrid women, I think I could 
attend you, I am ſure I could, were 
there but. a probability of bringing 


| the monſter to his deſerved end. 
car, are my mother's - 


Ones more your thoughts of it, ſup- 
Faber it were to meet with the appro». 
ation of your relations? | 

But whatever be your determination 
on this head, it ſhall be my conſtanr 
prayer, That God will give you pa- 
tience to bear your heavy id ene as 
a perſon ought to do who has not 
brought them upon herſelf by a faulty - 
will; that He will yup peace and come 

BN fort 


E” 


850 CLARISSA HARLOWE. e 
fort to your wounded mind; and give You could not have loved me, as you, , 
you many happy years. 1 am, and do, nor had the concern you have al- „ 
ever will be, jour affectionate and 7 ſhe wn for my honour, if you had 

$ 3 55 not been utterly diſpleaſed with me, on 


Faiſtf t 5 | 
; " EY ANNA How. the appearance which my conduct wore 
. Ted . | to pom when you wrote that letter, 1 
EE SIE , thank you, my beſt ang ©. 
2 8 erer rap es only love, for the opportunity you gave 


: : „ me of clearing it up; and for being ge- 
Et 1 the Jellowing neronfly ready to acquit me of inten- 


8 tional blame, the moment you had red 
mona, JULY ro. my melancholy narrative, 
Cannot, my deareſt friend, ſuffer the As you are ſo earneſt to have all the 
incloſed to go unaccompanied by a 3 of my ſad ſtory before you, 
few lines, to fignify to you, that they will, it life and ſpirits be lent me, 
are both leſs tender in ſome places, give you an ample account of all that, 
than I would have written, hac they has befallen me, from the time you 
' nat been to paſs my mother's infpee- mention. But this, ir is very proba- 
tion. The principal reaſon, however, dle, you will not ſee, till after the cloſe | 
of my writing thus ſeparately, is, to of my laſt ſcene: and as I ſhall write 
beg of you to permit me to fend: you with a view to that, I hope no other : | | 
money anck neceſlaries; which you muſt voucher will be wanted for the veracity , 
needs want: and that you will let me ef the writer, be who will the reader. 
yo, if either I, or any-body I can I am far from thinking myſelf out 
| © influence, can be of ſervice to you. I ef tbe reach of this man's further vio- 
7 am exceſſively apprehenſive, that you lence. But what can I do? Whither : 
are not enough out of the villam's: can I fly ?—Þ erhaps wy bad ſtate of 
reach where you are. Yet London, F health (which __— worſe, as 
- amperſuaded,is the place, of all others, recollection of the paſt evils, and re- 
to be private in. | | 5 fleftions upon them, grow heavier and 
I could tear my hair for vexation, - heavier upon me) _ be my protec- 
that I bave it not in my power to afford tion. Once, indeed, I thonght of go- 
you perſonal protection 1 am, your ing abroad; and had F the proſpect of 
| ever devoted many years before me, I would go— 
„ . Ann Hew. But, my dear, the blow is given. 
„% ;ũł —ꝝ.-üſ ro : Gt. = have, you 8 Ae circum- 
| Co en ns ſtanced as'I am, to be concerned that 
n Toes > hx rung it is. What a heart muſt I have, if it 
ings in mine of the ut yet Lcan be not broken—And indeed, my dear 
ES "hardly forgive myſelf. I to be ſo friend, I do fo earneltly wiſh for the i 
e yet to know you Seat. laſt cloſing ſcene, and with ſo much 1 | 
| Whence, whence; had 1 this-vile comfort find wyſelf in a deelining 
3 . im nc of 1 4.775 ON way, that I even ſometimes ungrate- 
Es ge o ; „ fully regrev that naturally healthy con- 


* Pg \ 


i 


„ Sls We, Eragon, which uſed to double upon 
FVV V | my enjoyments. pe © #590 
3 E ET TER . e As to the 3 recommended 

| | ſecution, I may poſſibly touch upon 


MISS CLARISSA HAELOWE, T'O- rss it more largely hereafter, if ever F ſhalt. 
. . have better ſpirits; for they are at pre- _ „ 
4g 9 ſent extremely ſunk and low. But, h 


© nts urs, JULY 11. juſt now, I will only fay, that I would 
FHogelyt jou, my dear! — Moſt ſooner ſuffer every evil (the repetition 
F cordially do I forgive you Will of the capital one excepted). than ap- 


you forgive me for ſome ſharp things I pear publickly in a court to do myſelf i 
wrote in return 16 yours of the zth? onder . And I am heartily grieved, RI 


„Dr, Lewen, in Letter LVIII. of Vol: VII. preſſes her to this publick proſecution, 
by arguments worthy of his eliaractert which the anſwervin a manner worthy of hers. dee 
SW,, EE TED HT OT. 
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FE, 


| that y ur. mother . preſcribes ſuch, A- 


meaſure as the condition of our future 


correſpondence: for tlie continuance of 


our friendſhip, my dear, and the de- 

re I had to correſpond with you to my 
life's end, were all my remaining hopes 
and conſolation. 
friendſhip is in the power of the heart, 
not of the hand only, 1 hope I ſhall 
not forfeit that. 

O, my dear! what would I give to 
obtain a revocation of my father's ma- 
lediction! A reconciliation is not to be 
hoped for. You, who never loved my 
father, may think my ſolicitude on 


this head a weakneſs: but the motive 


for it, ſunk as my ſpirits at times are, 


is not always weak. 8085 
e 


I APPROVE of the method you pre- 
ſeribe for the conveyance of our letters; 
and have already cauſed the porter of 
the inn to be engaged to bring to me 
yours, the moment that Collins arrives 
with them. And the ſervant of the 


houſe where I am, will be permitted to 


— mine to Collins for you. 
J have written a letter to Miſs Raw- 


which this wicked man got your letter 
of June the roth. I will give you the 

contents of both. 1 8 
In mine to her, I briefly acquainted 
her with what had befallen me, througli 


the vileneſs of the women who had been 
| paſſed upon me, as the aunt and couſin | 


of the wickedeſt of men; and own, 
that I never was married to him. I de- 


Moore's, that, on Sunday afternoon, 
June 11, while I was at church, re- 
ceived à letter from Miſs Howe, pre- 
tending to be me, and lying on a couch: 
— which letter, had it come to my 
hands, would have ſaved me from 


ruin. Iexcuſe myſelf, (on the ſcore of, 


the delirium, which the horrid uſage I 
had received threw me into, and from 
"a confinement as barbarous as illegal) 


that I had not before applied to Mrs... 
Moore, for an account of what I was. 


| indebted to her: which account I now 


deſired.” And, for fear of being traced. 


by Mr. Lovelace, I directed her to ſu- 
perſeribe her anſwer, * To Mrs. Mary 


Atkins; to be left till called for, at 


» 


CLARISSA HARLOWE.. 


Nevertheleſs, as that 


| Rawlins concludes with wiſhin 
lins of Hampftead; the anſwer to which, 


juſt now received, has helped me to the . 
knowledge of the vile contrivance, by 


| has fe 
tre her to make particular enquiry, and 
to let me know, who it was, at Mrs. 


portunity of receiving them! 


851 


: he, Bell Savage Inn, on Ludgate 
A | WEL. 
In her anfwer, ſhe tells me, That 


the vile wretch prevailed upon Mrs. 


Bevis to perſonate me, | A ſudden mo 
tion of his, it ſeems, on the a — 
ance of your meſſenger] and perſuaded. 


her to lie along on a couch: a handker- 


chief over her neck and face; pretend - 
ing to be ill; the credulous woman 
drawn in by falſe notions of your ill. 


offices to keep up a variance between | 


man and his wife —and fo taking the 
letter from your meſſenger as me. 7 
Miſs Rawlins takes pains to excuſe, 
Mrs. Bevis's, intention. She expreſſes 
their aſtoniſhment and concern at what 


I é communieate: but is glad, however, 


and ſo they are all, that they know in 
time the vileneſs of the baſe man; the 
two widows and herſelf having, at his 
earneſt invitation, deſigned me a viſit 
at Mrs, Sinelair's; ſuppating all to be 
happy between him and mej\as:he af- 
ſured them was the caſe. Mr. Love- 
lace, ſhe informs me, had handſomely - 
ſatisſied Mrs. Moore. And (Miſs: 
| to. be 
favoured with the particulars of ſo en- 
traordinary a ſtory, as theſe particulars. 
may be of uſe, to let her fee what 
wicked creatures (women as well as 
men) there are in the world. 81855 
Ithank you, my dear, for the draughts / 
of your two letters which were inter- 
cepted by this horrid man. I fee the 
great advantage they were of to him, 
in the proſecution of his villainous de- 
figns ce the poor wretch whom he 
o long made the ſport of his ab- 
horred inventions. K TE 
Let me repeat, that I am, quite ſick 
of life; and of an earth, in which in- 
nocert and hene woalent ſpirits are ſure to 
1 1 as aliens, and to be made » - 
ufferers, by the genuine ſons and 
daughters of that Nee 5 THEE 
How unhappy, that thoſe letters only 
which could have acquainted me with i 
his hor1id views, and armed me againſt 
them, and Nn the vileneſs of the 
baſe women, mould fall into his hands! 
—Unhappier ſtill, in that my very 
eſcape to Hampſtead. gave him the op- 
Nevertheleſs, I cunnot but ſtill on- 
der, how it was poſſible for that Tom- 
linſon. to know What paſſed» between + 
Mr, Hickman and my uncle Har- 
CER Gs q 6? 


CLARISSA 
lowest 4 circumſtance, which gave 
the vile impoſtor moſt of his credit 


4 


d me out at Hampſtead, muſt alſo 


remain wholly a myſtery to me. He 


ay glory in his contrivances—He,who 


has more wickedneſs than wit, may 


lory in his confrivances!—But, after 


All, 1 mall, I humbly preſume to hope, 


„ when he, poor wretch, will 
as l- who can ſay what ! 


. 


Adieu, my deareſt friend! — May 
Von be happy And then yaur Cla- 


riſſa cannot be wholly miſerable? 


5 5 LET TER LI. 


MISS HOWE, TO Miss CLARISSA 


HARLOWE. 


„Vr. NIGHT, JULY 12. 
Write, my deareſt creature, I cannot 

but write, to expreſs my concern on 
your dejection. Let me beſeech you, 
my charming excellence, let me beſeech 


vou, not to give way to it. 


Comfort yourſelf, on the contrary, 
in the triumphs of a virtue unſullied; 
a2 will wholly faultleſs. Who could 
_ have withſtood the trials that you have 
_ © ſurmounted? — Your couſin Morden 


Will ſoon come. He will ſee juſtice 


* 


-me; that the vileſt of men built all his 


ſpondency. 


done you, I make no doubt, as well 


with regard towhat concerns your per- 


ſan as your eſtate. And many happy 
days may you yet ſee; and much — 


ma you fill do, if you will not heighten 


unavoidable accidents into guilty de- 


But why, my dear, his pining ſoli- 
citude continued after a reconciliation 
with relations as unworthy as impla- 


cable; whoſe wills are governed by an 
_ _- all-grafping brother, who finds his ac- 
- count in keeping the breach open? On 


this over ſolieitude, it is now plain to 


ſchemes. He faw that you thirſted af- 


ter it, beyond all reaſon for hope. The 


view, the hope, I on, extremely de- 


or even had 


ſirable, had your family been Chriſtians H i 


obliged to make it a ſhort one] b 


I ſhall fend this ſhort letter [I am 


. ſent to you to Hampſtead; an innocent, 


Hor the wicked wretch himſelf could 


they been Pagans who had 


nAnLows.” 


though pragmatical ruſtick. Admit 
him, I pray you, into your preſence, 
that he may report to me fe look, 
and how you irre. 
Mr. Hickman ſhould attend you; 
but I apprehend, that all his motions, 


and mine own too, are watched by the 


execrable wretch ; and indeed his are by 
an agent of mine; for Town, that I am 
ſo apprehenſive of his plots and revenge, 
now I know that he has intercepted my 
vehement letters againſt him, that he is 
the ſubje& of my 8 as well as of 


my waking fears. 


'My mother, at my earneſt importu- 


nity, has juſt given me leave to write, 
d nd to receive your letters—But faſten- 


ed this condition upon the conceſſion, 


that yours muſt be under cover to Mr. 
„ Hickman, [This with'a view, I ſup- 


poſe, to 000 him conſideration with 
me; ] and upon this further condition, 
that ſhe is to ſee all we write. When 
girls are fet upon a point, ſhe told 
one, who told me again, it is better 
for a mother, if poſſible, to make her- 
«ſelf of their party, than to oppoſe 
© them ; ſince there will be then hopes 
© that ſhe will ſtill hold the reins in her 
c own hands. 3 
Pray let me know what the wy 
are with whom you lodge ?—Shall I 


| ſend Mrs. Townſend to direct you to 


lodgings either more ſafe or more con- 
venient for you! 5 ä 
Be pleaſed to write to me by Rogers; 
who will wait on you for your aniwer, .. 
at your own time. | | 
Adieu, my deareſt creature, Comfort 


yourſelf, as you would in the like un- 


happy circumſtances comfort your own 
=” Auna Bows. 


A EETTER LU 
MISS CLARISSA HARLOWE, TO MISS 
; . HOWE... 5 
55 Fabse, JULY 13. 
1 Am extremely concerned, my dear 
1 Miſs Howe, for being primarily the 
occaſion of the apprehenfions you have 


of this wicked man's vindiQtive at- 


| _ oung  tempts. What a wide-ſpreading error 
V' ee the Note at the bottom of P. $46. 
| : 2 6 Ke Ef 5 8 


i 


* 


«If I find that he ſets on foot any ma- 


chination againſt you, or againſt Mr. 


Hickman, I do aſſure you I will con- 
ſent to proſecute him, although I were 
ſure I ſhould not ſurvive my firſt ap- 
pearance at the bar he ſhould be ar- 
raigned at. 5 

L own the. juſtice of your mother's 
arguments on that ſubje& ;. but muſt 
ſay, that I think there are circumſtances 
in my particular caſe, which will ex- 
cuſe me, although on a ſlighter occaſion 
than that you are apprehenſive of I 
ſhould. deeline to appear againſt him, 
I have ſaid, that I may one day enter 
more particularly into this argument. 
Your meſſenger has now indeed ſeen 
me. 
put upon him at Hampſtead: and am 
Tory to have reaſon to ſay, that bad 
not the poor young man been very 
ſample, and very ſelf-ſufficient, he had 
not been ſo groſsly deluded. Mrs. Bevis 
has the ſame plea to make for herſelf. 
A good-natured, thoughtleſs woman; 
not uſed to converſe with ſo vile and ſo 
ſpecious a deceiver as him, who made 
his advantage of both theſe ſhallow 
creatures. VNV 
I think I cannot be more private, than 
| where I am. I hope I am ſafe. All 
the riſque I run, is in going out, and 
returning from morning prayers; which 
J have two or three times ventured to 
do; once at Lincoln's Inn Chapel, at 


eleven; once at St. Dunſtan's, Fleet 
Street, at ſeven in e . in a. 
1 


chair. both times; and twice at ſix in the 
morning, at the neighbouring church in 
_ - Covent:Garden, The wicked wretches 
I have eſcaped from, will not, I hope, 
come to church to look for me; eſpe- 
cially at fo early prayers; and I have 
fixed upon the privateſt pew in the latter 
church to hide myſelf in; and perhaps 
_-T may lay out a little matter in an or- 
dinary gown, by way of diſguiſe; my 
face half-hid by my mob. -I am very 
careleſs, my dear, of my appearance 
now. Neat and clean, takes up the 
whole of my attention. £58 
The man's name at whoſe houſe I 
lodge, is Smith—A glove- maler, as 


well as ſeller. His wife is the ſhop- 


keeper. A dealer alſo in ſtockings, 
ribbands, ſnuff, and perfumes, A ma- 


tron-like woman, plain-hearted, and 


prudent. The huſpand an honeſt, in- 


9 The ſeven o'clock prayers at St, Dunſtan's have been fince diſcontinued- 


a 


— 


CLARISSA-. 


I talked with him on the cheat 


duſtrious man, And they live in good 
underſtanding with each other: a proof 
with me, that their hearts are right; 
for where a married couple live toge- 
ther upon ill terms, it is a ſign, I think, 
that each knows ſomething amiſs of the 
other, either with regard to temper or 
morals, which if the world knew as well 
as themſelves, it would perhaps as little 
like them, as ſuch people like each 
other. Happy the marriage, where nei- 
ther man nor wife has any wilful or 
premeditated evil in their general con- 
duct to reproach the other with For 
even perſons who have bad hearts will 
have a veneration for thoſe who have 
good ones. RE | 
_ Two neat' rooms,' with plain, but 
clean furniture, on the firſt floor, are 
mine; one they call the dining · room. 
There is, up another pair of ſtairs, a 
very worthy widow-lodger, Mrs. Lo- 
vick by name; who, although of low 
fortunes, is much reſpected, as Mrs. 
Smith aſſures me, by people of condi- 
tion of her acquaintance, for her piety, 
rudence, and underſtanding. With her 
i propoſe to be well acquainted, '2 
Ithank you, my dear, for your kind, 
Pour ſeaſonable advice and conſolation. 
hope I ſhall have more e given 
me, than to deſpond, in the relzgious 
ſenſe of the word: eſpecially, as I can 
apply to myſelf the comfort you give 
me, that neither my will, nor my in- 
conſiderateneſs, has contributed to my 
calamity. But, nevertheleſs, the irre- 
concileableneſs of my relations, whom 
I love with an unabated reverence; my 
apprehenſions of freſh violences; [ This 
wicked man, I doubt, will not yet let 
me reſt] my being deſtitute of protec- 
tion; my youth, wy ſex, my unac- ' 
quaintednels with the. world, ſubjecting 
me to inſults; my reflections on the 
ſcandal I have given, added to the ſenſe 
of the indignities I have received from 
a man, of whom I deſerved not ill; all 
together will undoubtedly bring on the 
effect, that can not be undeſirable to me. 
— The ſlower, however, perhaps from 
my natural good conſtitution; and, as 
I preſume to imagine, from principles 
which I hope will, in due time, 9 
due reflection, ſet me above the ſenſe of 
all worldly diſappoint ment. 
At preſent, my head is much diſor- 
dered. I have not indeed enjoyed it 


with 


given us for in the 27th chapter of Ge- 


wit! degree of clearneſs, ſince the 
ſee hy done to that, and to my heart 
L toe; by the wicked arts of the aban- 
_ doned creatures I was caſt among. 

I muſt have more conflicts. At times 
I find myſelf not ſubdued enough to 


? 4 
: 

with 
* 


my condition. I will welcome "thoſe 


_  .conflicts as they come, as probatin 
bones But yet my father's malediction 

Eibe temp part ſo ſtrangely and 
e literally® compleated! — cannot, 


| frrongeſt—But what is the of Iſaac, 


und Jacob, and Eſau, and of Rebekah's - 


b he latter of the bleſſing de- 
dor him, (in favour of Jacob) 


meſis? My father uſed, I remember, to 
- wnforce the doArine deducible from it, 
on his children, by many a 


. 
. þ 4 — 


ments. 


great weight in the curſe he has. an- 
mounced ; and thall I not be ſolicitous 
40 get it revoked, that he may not here- 
after be grieved; for my fake, that he 
e EE Ho 
A I will at preſent add, are m 


thanks to your mother for her induf- 


gende to us. Due compliments to Mr. 
Hickman; and my requeſt; that you 
Vill believe me to be, to my laſt hour, 
_. and beyond it; if poſſible, my beloved 
Friend, and my drarer ſelf, (for what 
d no my ſelt l) "pour oblited nd af- 


CLartssa HAKLOxx. 


* 
e * 
1 
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n. LOVELACE,' TO JOHN BEL- 
„% UE 246 5 FORD, ESQ. 46 F 
V n 


. TH 

I Have three of thy letters at once be- 

& fore me to anſwer; in each of which 

thou complaineſt of my filence; and in 
one of them/telleſt'me;''that thou canſt 
not live without I ſeribble to thee every 
day, or every other day atleaſt, . 
Why, then, die, Jack, if thou wilt. 
V , thinkeſt thou, can I have 
to write, when I have loſt the only fub- 
yea worth writing upon? 
Help me again to my angel, to my 
CLarIs5Ag and thou malt bave a let: 
ter from me, or writing at leaſt, part of 


a letter, every hour. All that the char- 


mer of my heart ſhall ſay, that will I 


blank without her. 
however, "think, when my mind 535 


| r | © word woul 
At ieaſt, therefore; be muſt believe there 


2 PRIDAY, JULY 7. 


* 
Ge 


CL/ARIS SA HARLOWE, 


her beloved perſon, every look, will I 


try to deſcribe; and when ſhe is filent, I 


will endeavour to tell thee her thou ghts, 


either what they are, or what I would 
have them to 'be—So that, having ber, 
"I fhall never want a ſubject. Having 


loſt her, my whole ſoul. is a blank: tlie 


"whole creation round me, the elements 


above, beneath, and every-thing J be- 
bold, (for nothing can I enjoy) are à 


O return, return, thou only char- 


mer of my ſoul ! Return to thy ador- 


'© ing Lovelace! What is the light, what 


© the air, what the town, what the couh- 


try, what's any-thing, without thee? 
Eight, air, joy, harmony, in my no- 


tion, are but parts of thee; and could 


15 they be all e preſſe in one word that 
DE ntss F. 
20 myheloted CILARISSA! Return 
© thon then; once more return to bleſs 
t thy LOVELACE, who now, by the loſs - 
of thee, knows the value of che jewel 
© he has flighted; and riſes every morn- 
'© ing but to curſe the fun, that ſhines 


: upon every - body but him!* N 
v. n ee 88 


| R #* 2 
WELL, but, Jack, tis a ſurprisi 
thing 100 that the dear fugi brig | 
not be met with; cannot” be heard of. 
She is fo poor uy otter, (for plotting is 
not her talent) that I am 185 e had 
1 been at liberty, I mould have found 
her out before now, although the dif- 
ferent emifſaries I have * about 
town, round the adjacent villages, and 
in Miſs Howe's yicinage, have hitherto 
failed of fucceſs. But my lord conti- 


PE 


nues ſo weak and low-ſpirited, that 


there is no getting from him. I would 
not 5 man whom I think in 
danger fil] ; for would his gout, 'now 
it has got him down, but give him, like 
a fair boxer, the riſing-blow, all would 
be over with him. And here. Pox of 

his fondneſs for me! it happens at a 
very bad time] he makes me it hours 
together entertaining him with my ro- 
gueries: (a pretty amuſement fora ſick 
man] and, yet, Whenever he has the 


| Fot, be prays night and morning with 


is chaplain. But what mult Bis no- 
tions of religion be, who, after he has 
noſed and mumbled aver his reſponſes, 
can give a figh or groan of ſatisfac- 


tion, as if he thought he had made u 


with Heaven; and return with a ne. 
. to my ſtories ?—Encquragin 


put down: every motion, every air of them, by ſhak g his ſides With lavgh- 
VVV „„ ik etl En os 
* = > : 


da 


lame, that call 


8 N 
1 


eLARISSA 


ing at them, and calling me a ſad fel - 
| 3 2 accent, as ſhews he takes 
no ſmall delight in his kinſman. 

The old has been ſinner in his 
day, and ſi for it now: a ſneaking 
 Ginner, Hiding, rather than ruſbing, into 
vices, for fear of his reputation: or, 
rather, for fear of detection, and poſi- 
tive proof; for theſe ſort of fellows, 
Jack, have no real regard for reputa- 
tion. — Paying for what he never had, 
and never daring to riſe to the joy of an 
enterprize at firſt hand, which could 

bring him within view of a tilting, ar 
of the honour of being conſidered as the 
principal man in a court of juſtice, - . 

To fee fuch an old Trojan as this, 
juſt dropping into the grave, which I 
od ere this would have been dug, 
and filled up with him; crying out 
with pain, and grunting with weak- 
 neſs;. yet in the ſame. moment crack his 
leathern face into an horrible laugh, 
and call a young ſinner © Charming var- 
© let,'engoreing him, as formerly he uſed 
to do the Italian eunuchs; what a pre- 
poſerous, what an unnatural adherence 
to old habits! _— | 
My two couſins are 
when I extertain, as the old peer calls 
it. Thoſe ſtories muſt drag horribly, 


that have not more heaters and applaud- 


era, than relaters. | 
- AM „ mT 
Aye, Belford, applanders, repeat I; 
; ee theſe girls retend to blame 
me ſometimes for the fadts, they praiſe 
my manner, my invention, my intre- 
Pidity,——Befides, what other people call 
J praiſe: I ever did 
and ſo I very early diſcharged ame, 
that cald-water damper to am enter - 


prizing ſpirit, 


Tbeſe are ſmart girls ; they haze life 


and wit; and yeſterday, upon Char- 
lotte's raving againſt me upon a related 


Enterprise, I told her, that I had had in 


debate ſeveral times, whether ſhe were 
or were not tgp near of kin to me: and 
that it was once a moot point with me, 
whether I cbuld not love her dearly for 
a month or ſo; and perhaps it was well 
for her, that another pretty Jittle puſs 
ſtarted up, and diverted me, juſt as I was 


entering upon the courſe,” * | 
Ther three held vp their hands 


And eyes at once. But I obſerved, that 
thboußh the girls exclaimed ayainſt me, 
they were not fo angry at this plain 


ſpeaking, a8 Lhave found my beloved 


— 


HARLO Wr. 


upon hints ſo dark, that 1 
dered at her quick apprehenſion 
I told Charlotte, Pha 


enerally preſent 


MR. LOVELACE, TO JON BEL- 


Bog 
have WOns 
y : at; grave as ſhe 
tended to be in her ſiniling reſents - 
es on this ee was ſure 1 
ſhould not have been put to the expence 
of above two or three ſtratagems, (for 
nobody admired a good invention more 
than the) could I but have diſentangled 
her conſcience from the embarraſſes of 
confanguinity, 1! 7 | 


She pretended to be highlydiſpleaſeds . _ 


ſo did her lifter for her. I told her, that 
ſhe ſeemed as much in earneſt as if he / 
had thought e ſo; and dared the trial. 
Plain words, I ſaid, in theſe caſes; were 
more ſhockingtotheir ſex than gradatim 
actions. And I bid Patty not be dif» 
pleaſed at my diſtinguiſhing her fiſtery 
wr I had a great reſpect for her like- 
i.. d ee, 
An Italian air, in my uſual careleſs 
way, a half · ſtruggled. for kifs from me, 


and a fhrug of the ſhoulder by way of 


admiration, from each pretty couſin, 
and Sad, ſad fellow,” from the old peer, 
attended with à fide-ſhaking laugh, 

made us all frignds. 8 5 

There, Jack —Wilt chou, or wilt 

thou not, take this for a letter There's 
uantity, I am ſure.— How have Ifilled 
a ſheet, (not a ſhort- hand one in 


Vichout a ſubject! My fellow all take 
this; for he 18 eh to town. Aud 


if thou canſt think tolerably of ſuch 
execrable ſtuff, I will ſoon ſend: thee 


LETTER LIV. 
- FORD, BSQ. hag by Po 
| PSS 5 . 

0 tx, SATUR DAY MOR NING, JULY D. 
FAVE I nothing new, nothing 
diverting, in my whimſical way, 
aſkeſt, in one of thy three letters 


n 


before me, to entertain thee with? 


And thou telleſt me, that, hen I bave 
leaſt to zarrate, to ſpeak, in the'Scot- 
tiſh phraſe, I am moſt diverting. -A 
pretty compliment, either to chyfeif, or 
to me. To both indeed A fign that 


thau haſt as frothy a heart as I a head, 
But canſt thou ſuppole, that this ads 


mirable woman is not all, is not every- 
thing with me? Vet T dread to think 
of her too; for detection of all muy cb n- 
trivances, I doubt, muſt come net. 

n The 


856 


3 and ſo are my couſins. He 


2 
/ 


& 


pes Iwill not be ſuchadog{There's , 


Apecimen of his peer - like diale&] as 
Co bink of doing diſhonourably by a 


woman of ſo much mexit, beauty, and 


fortune; and be ſays of ſo good a fa - 
milz. But I tell him, that this is a 


8 fring he muſt not touch: that it is a 


very tender point: in ſhort, is my ſore 
place; and that I am afraid he would 


- handle it tob roughly, were I to put 


' myſelf in the power of 0 ungentle an 


o 


Ee ſhakes hie 
all is not as it ſho 


my wiſez and often tells me what grrat 


things he will do, additional to his for- 
mer propoſala ; and What preſents he 
will make on the birthof the firſt child. 
But I hope the whole of his eſtate will 
de in my hands before ſuch an event 


takes place. No harm in-boping, Jack! 


DO 
* 


Lord M. ſays, Were it not. for hope, the 


ff.. TER I TTEEn 
Fin o'clock at Midſummer, and 


5 


- ladies, to let a rake know that they love 
_ #heir beds ſo dearly, and, at the ſame time, 
where to have ihem l. — But III puniſh 


the ſe lazy vartleteſſes (in full health) 


not come down yet to, breakfaſt.— 
What a con founded indecency in young 


em Fbey mall break faſt with their 


crazy head. He thinks 
8 us; 
long go have me preſent her to him as familiarity, by the promiſe of a ſweet 


* * . 


© CL ARISSA HARLOWE. 
The old peer id alſo full of Miſs. 


not paſs the afternoon with them, for 
the heatt of me] There was enough 
in the p 
young ladies to ſet me upon compari- 


ſons. Particular features held my at- 
tention. for a few moments: but theſe 
ſerved but to whet my impatience to find 

the charmer of my foul; who, for per- 


ſon, for air, for mind, never bad any 


equal. My heart recoiled and ſickened 


upon comparing minds and converſa- 


tion. Pert wit, à too ſtudied deßre to 
leaſe; each in high god - humour with 
erſelf; an open mouth affectation in 


both, to ſnev/ white teeth, as if the prin- 
cipal excellence; and toinvite amorous 


rſons and faces of the two 


breath; at the ſame time refleQing ta- 


citly upon breaths arrogantly implied 
c 


Once I could have borne them. . 


They ſeemed to be diſappointed that : 


T was ſo ſoon able to leave them. Yet 


have I not at ene ſo much vanity 5 


{My Clariſſa has cured me of my va- 
nity] as to attribute their difappoint- 


ment ſo much to particular liking of 
me, as to their own ſelf-admiration, - 


They looked . me as a connoiſſeur 
in beauty. h 

proud of engaging my attention, as 
ſuch: but ſo affected, ſo flimſy: witted, 


mere ſkin- deep beauties They had 
looked no farther into themſelves than 


Hl uncle, and yawn at one another as ſee 


ff for a wager; while I drive wy:phae- 


top to Colonel Ambroſe's, who yeſter- 


\ 7 
} 


ans = gave me un invitation both to break- 
+ 


Faſt and dine, on account of two York- 
ſhire nieces, celebrated toaſts, who have 


heen with him this fortnight-paſt ;:and” 


- who, he ſays, want to ſee nc. So, Jack, 


all women do not run away from me, 
thank Heaven I wiſh I could have 
| 270 my heart, ſince the dear foygi- 
Nye is ſe un 

it with another beauty, 


ateful, to drive her out of 
˖ But Who can 
ſupplant her? Who can be admitted 


; e 4 5 "WY. 3 35 
At my return, if I can find a ſubject, 


3 will ſeribble on, to oblige thee. - .- 


My phaeton's ready. My couſins ſend 7 
me word they are juſt coming down; ſo 
| in ſpite Fl N + + oi. rb 


oF oF; by Wt BCE PALL e 
1.42 2 SATURDAY APFTERNDONS 
Ip ſtay to dine with the colonel, 
and his lady, and nieces : but I could 


* 


a place in ĩt after Miſs Clariſſa Har. 


FF bo + 1 gl 
e e, *:v6f 


ced, and era, Wink eyes, how- 
ever, upon the hunt for conqueſts, and 


* + 
. ” . 
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Now, Jack, bave Ia fubje& wi 
AV a vengeance. I am in the very 


height of my trial for all my fins tomy = 
een Gee toy 


hey would have been 


— 


chr of my pen, or this halt be che lat 


n 


* 
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beloved fugitive. For here to-day, at 
about five o'clock, arrived Lady Sarah 
Sadlier and Lady Betty Lawrance, 


each in her chariot- and - ſix. Dowagers 
love equipage; and theſe cannot travel 


ten miles without a ſet, and half a do- 
zen horſemen. FB han 6g 
My'time had hung heavy upon my 

hands; and ſo I went to church after 
dinner. Why may not handſome 
* fellows,” thought I, like to be look- 
© ed at, as well as handſome wenches ?? 
I fell in, when ſervice was over, with 
Major:Warneton; and ſo came nat home 
till after ſix; and was ſurprized, at en- 
tering the court-yard here, to find it 
littered withequipages and ſervants. I 
was ſure the owners of them came for 
no good to me. 

Lady Sarah, I ſoon found, was raiſed 
to this viſit by Lady Betty; who has 


health enough to allow her to look out 
of herſelf, and out of her own affairs, 


for buſineſs. Vet congratulation to 
Lord M. on his amendment [Spiteful 


devils on both accounts !] was the 


avowed errand. But coming in my ab- 


ſence, I was their principal ſubject; 


and they had opportunity to ſet each 
other's heart againſt nme 
Simon Parſons hinted this to me, as 
I paſſed by the ſteward's office; for it 
ſeems they talked loud; and he was 


making up ſome accounts with old 


Pritchard, „ 
However, I haſtened to pay my duty 


to them. Other people not performin 
- theirs,. is no excuſe for the neglect o 
dur own, you-know, 


* 5 


"AND now 1 * TER UPON MY TRIAL, N 


W I T H horrible grave faces was I 


- 


— 


— 


ed foreheads and fallen cheeks; Ho 


received. The two antiques only 


bowed their tabby heads; making long · 
er faces than ordinary; and all the old 
lines. appearing ſtrong in their furrow- 


do you, couſin ?* and, How do you, 
Mr. Lovelace! looking all round at 


one another, as Who ſhobld fay, Do 


you ſpesk firſt: and Do you: for 
they ſeemed reſolved to loſe no time. 
I had nothing for it, but an air as 


manly, as theirs was womanly., * Your 
_ © ſervant, Madam, to-Lady Betty— : 


and, Your fervant, Madam—1 am 
* glad. fe you abroude! w Lady g- 


VV 
1 2 1 Lhe | 2 — 
, «CY 


JS Hoa: 


I took my ſeat. Lord M. locked 


horribly glum; bis fingers. claſpt, and 


te round and round, under and 


over, his but juſt diſgouted thumbs; 


his ſallow face, and goggling eyes, caſt. 


upon the floor, on the fire · place, on his 
two ſiſters, on his two-kmſwomen, by 


turns; but not once deigning to : 
toy 1% 


upon me. 5 6 

Then I began to think of the lauda- 
num, and wet cloth, I told thee of long 
ago; and to call myſelf in queſtion for 


a tenderneſs of heart that will never do | 


me good. 7 


At laſt, Mr. Lovelace Couſin 
Lovelace! Hem —Hem l -I am 
_ ©. ſorry, very ſorry, heſitated Lady 8a · 


rah, that there is no hope of your 
ever taking up | 

What's the matter now, Madam?“ 
The matter now Why, Lady 


© Betty has two letters from Miſs Har- 
© lowe; which have told us what's the 


matter — Are all women alike with 
yen? f | 


„ makes. 


Then they all chorus'd upon me 5 
, Such a character as Miſs Harlowe g 
_ cried one A lady of ſo much ges 


©. neroſity and good ſenſe l' another 
© How charmingly: ſhe writes !' the 
two maiden monkeys, looking at her 


fine hand- writing: her perfections my] 
crimes. What can you expect will 

be the end of theſe things 1 cried 
Laly Sarab—* Damn'd, damn'd do- 


©. ings l' vociferated the peer, ſhaking: 


his looſe fleſh'd wabbling chaps, Which 


hung on his ſhoulders like an old cow's 
dew-lap. £m „ 

For my part, I hardly knew whe» 
ther to fing or ſay, what Thad to reply 
to theſe all-at- once attacks upon me 
© Fair and ſoftly, ladies One at a time, 


I beſeech you. I am not to be bunted 
„down without being heard, I hope. 


© Pray let me ſee thele letters. I beg 
4 you will let me ſee them 


There they are: — that'd the ürtt : 


% Read it out, if you can.“ EPs 


"46 ed a letter from · my charmer, 
deen, Xhoſa June a9, our wed-" Is, 
ding-day, that was to be, and written 
to Lady Betty Lawrance. By the con- 
tents, to my great joy, I find the dear 
creature isaliveand well, and in charm- 


ing ſpitits. But the direction where to 


* 
* 


Ves; I n 0 anſwered, | 
© *bating. the difference which pride 


2 2 
rr 


nd ae was io ſcratched out, 
„ which des 


r pon three queſions in io Lady 
W About a letter of bers; dated 


Futte'7, con 
tiaks, a 


which I was fo s-to' 
favs Lac 7 Betty the trouble — 


civil thi of me I 
think ! 8225 fr 5 


Again Whether ſhe and one of ber 
nieces Mont werets go t town, 
on an old Chancery ſuit 7A 
- ther they actually did go 
9 5 cording 
wards? and; whether they brought to 
| worn from thence the young creature 
_ whom thi 
the ſecond and third queſtions.  * 
A little inquiſitive dear 
what did the-expett to be the 


id town ac- 


tter for 


pan arr curiofity; damn'd 
ty, 


| the nc of the ſex—Yer' 

when didſt thou know it turned to their 
benefit? For they ſeldom enquire, but 
When they fear—And'the proverb, as 
my lord has it, ſays, It comes with a 


Fear. That is, I ſoppoſe, what they ; 


fear generally h s, becauſe there is 
ly —— the fear. 
Curioſity indeed the avows to be her 
ö * motive for theſe in tories: 
for ſue ſays, her lady ip may 
queſtions are not aſked for 


— 4 to me, yet the anſwer can do me 


no harm, nor her good, only to give her 
to underſtand, whether I have told her a 

of damn'd lies; that's the anne 
Eoglis of her enquiry. 


well, Madam, fſaid I, with a8 


5 much hi as I could-affame; 
Gap — oth ah 
| © lad dee 


ng can. give. n 
born fle aud blood with ſo m N 
he tells ber how proud all our fumily 
would be of an alliance wich an 
|  pxceellence. She does me juſtice 


of a woman; and of her for 
know not how many 28 Beſides 
 ſou}'s ſake, that the will be fg 
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tulating me on my mop . 


, whe-' © 
y, and to Hampſtead after- 


vifited; was the ſubje of 


and 


um, um, 


„ 
bow much I adore her, —_ un- 


Ws Lord M. 


HARLOWE. 


ſwers—thon wilt gueſs bow=is the 
lady's queſtions. | 
Well, Madam; and 


de bee h the 


e fer 


letter? I preſume it is in reply to 


©-yours.? 


© Tt 18,” faid the peer: © but, Sir, Tet £ 


me aſk _ a few queſtions, before 
c wee 


© There it is, my hd; 1483 


- Then on went hy ſpectacles, FP his r | 


head moved to the lines A charmin 
pretty hand !—I have often heard, 
that this lady is a genus,” 
And fo, Jack, "repeating my lord's 


wiſe comments and queſtions will let the | 
into the contents of this mercileſs let- 8 


wid] 
* day; no longer ago t © Monday, Ju- 


ter. 
„ ly 3, [reads m 
— Let me Agr 2 54 Was la 


«ly the tbind - Madam I cannot ex- 
15 Zeit myſelf ——"" um, um, um, um, 


and fri 


Off went the ſpeQacles—* Now, tell 


me, Sir -r, has not this lady loſt all 


the friends the had i in the world, for 
© your ag ms ED”: 
1 She has 
TX 


© my lord: 'know that.” 


. 7 bas ſhe not loſt \them x _ for, ; ; 


© your faket— Tell me 1 that; 80 
I believe fo; m 
Well chen 8 am glad e ary 


© not fo graceleſs as to deny that: 


On went the ſpectacles again“. 1 
% muſt own to you, Madam, that the 


% honour of being related to ladies 


2 «th 3 for _—_ virtue, as pb 

their defeent Fe pretty tru 
pic jm repeatir 6d „ * 

«5 em eir Virtue as 


«lace's addreſs.” 


- © There is di ity, born in | 
© this lady, 2 vi. - 


cred my lord. 

Tady Sarab. She would have been 
© a grace to our funily 

Lady we 7 © Indeed ſhe would:” 
Le. To a * family, I "wid 


venture RO? 
en'what i 
Lovell. «Pleaſe to read on, 


* 


implacable friends, | 


it—Give me the letter Lady g 


humming inarticulately, 
ing! I muſt own to you, 
%% Madam; that the honour” of being 7, 
e relatedm—— 


_ Jr their deſcent, 
„ ne, at firſt, no ſmall inducement 
% with me to lend an eur 10 Mr. -Love-- | 


> 


; my lord. - 
| aan. „Weeds by kan * : 
„ n + make 


i 
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© make you admire her more and more 
as you "read. —Coulin Charlotte 
© cou 2 Patty —pray attend Read on, 
„ f ieee | 

Miſs Charlotte, * Amazing forti- 
© tude!” | e 
Miſs Patty only lifted up her dove's 


es. 5 4 2 As 
N M. [Reading] And the ra- 
©« ther, as I was determined, had it 
« come to effect, to do every-thing in 
« my power to deſerve your favour- 
„ able opinion.“ : | 

Then again they chorus'd upon me. 

A bleſſed time of it, poor I !—I had 
nothing for it but impudence! - 

Towel. Pray read on, my lord—TI 
£ told you how you would all admire 
6 her—Or, ſhall I read?* 

Lord M. © Damn'd affurance l' [then 


reading] Thad another motive, which 


«4 I knew would of itſelf give me merit 
with your whole family: [They 
awere all ear] a preſumptuous one; 
. a puniſhably  prefumpruous one, as 
& it has proved: in the hope that I 
© might be an humble means in the 
„ hand of Providence, to reclaim a man 
% ho had, as I thought, good ſenſe 
«© enough. at bottom to berreclaimed; 
« or at lea(t gratitude enough to ac- 


. knowledge the intended obligation, 


« whether the generous hope were to 
s ſucceed or not.” —Excellent young 
creature! 2 A 
Excellent young creature!” echoed 
the ladies, with their handkerchiefs 

- apa eyes, attended with noſe-mu- 

Cc . : | : : 5 
© Level. By my (foul, Mifs Patty, 
vou weep in the wrong place: you 
© ſhall never go with me to a tragedy.” 

« Lady Betty. Hardened wretch I* 
© His loedftiip had pulled off his ſpec- 
tacles to wipe them. His eyes were 
miſty; N he thought the fault in his 

acles. e 

. all eoeked and prim- 
ed To be ſure that is a very pretty 
© ſentence,” faid I That is the ex- 
©cellency of this lady, that in every 
line, as ſhe writes on, ſhe improves. 
© upon herſelf. —Pray, my lord, pro- 
© ceed—T know her ſtyle; the next ſen- - 
<-tence will fill riſe upon vs. 
Tord M. * Damn'd fellow!” [again 


faddling, and reading]! But IT have 


. been e- e g miſtaken in 

Mr. Lovelace! —-[ Then they all 
: * ck 4 7 4 15 8 KILN 3 49 Lp EE FR ; 
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% perſuade myſel f „ 
ovel. © Ladies may perſuade them 


© ſelves toany-thing : but how can ſhe | 


© anſwer for what other men would or 
© would not have done in the ſame 
© circumſtances?” | 
I was forced to ſay any-thing to ſtifle 
their outeries. Pox take ye all toge- ' 
© ther,” thought I; as if I had not 
© vexation enough in lofing her!! 
Lord M. [Reading]! The only 
«© man, I perſuade myſelf, pretendig 


© tobe a gentleman, in whom I could 


© have been ſo much miſtaken,” © 
They were all beginning again 
© Pray, my lord, proceed! Hear, hear 
© —Pray, ladies, hear !—Now, my 
© lord, be pleaſed to proceed. The la- 
© dies are len. 2 
So they were; loſt in admiration of 
me, hands and eyes uplifted. | 
Lord M. Twill, to thy confufion;* 
for he had looked over the next ſen- 
Wer. ly 
What wretches, Belford, what ſpite- 
ful wretches, are poor mortals 80 
rejoiced to ſting one another! to fee 
each other ſtung! _ | 


x 


Lord M. [Reading] © For while © 


«© was endeavouring to ſave adrowning 


„ wretch, I have been, not gcciden< 


« tally, but premeditatedly, and of ſet 
© purpoſe, drawn in after him. 
c befor: r to this, Sir-r? 
ly S. 2 Aye, Sir, what ſay you 
2 £ to this "9 | 1 Se | 

Del. Sayl Why I ſay it is a ve 
8 if 7 would . 


c 
retty meta | 
s Bat, if you pleaſe, my hard, read on. 


Let me hear what is further ſaid, and 

I wil ſpeak to it all together.“ 
Lord M. I will. And: he bas 

c had the glory to add to the lift of 


« thoſe he has ruined, a name that 1 


c will be bold to ſay, would not have. 


% diſparaged his own.“ N 
The aſl looked at me, as expeRting - 
me to ſpeak. 5 ; 


Loved. +De-ulinid-ts atone. ad 
© Jord; I will ſpeak to this Er i 
© -- How came ſhe to know, I hept a 


— 


© lift ?—I will ſpeak to this by - and-by. _ 


Lord M. {Reading on] 4 And this, 
« Madam, by means that would ſhock: 


8 0 3 75 

6. with. 34 bo D; 
, * Is 5 

Then again, in-a hurry, off went the 
ſpectacles, * . . AY ve . 
n ei 1 i wi This > 

: * ; * 1 fv #978: 4 2 
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clamoured again] © The only man, 1 


. 
* Ry \ 


<«- humanity to, be made acquainted! | 


| 
| 


x 8 | Fo at 


* " 


* 


pov” 


0 
65 #7 55 4 we, 
14 1 


1 cou Id bluſh. 


*. . What ſay 


8 


t mel 
© bw 


TI 


Thie "IR a plaguy ftroke upon me. 
 Trhooght myſelf an oak in impudence; 
pt by my *roth, this had almoſt felled 


Lord M. *What fay you to this, 
R. RI“ 
© Remember, Jack, to read all 8 


1 pl denoting en rather than 
| wo all looked at me, 2s if to ſee 


el. Eyes off, 5 lord yes 
ladies i [looking ba Eres 551 : 
to th 


__ Ki l_Why, I lay, that this ad. 

a ſtrong manner of expreſſing ber- 

# Felf That's all—There are many 

Sithings : that paſs among lovers, which 
A 


1b 


man cannot explain bimſelt upon | 


ore grave people.” 

elty. © Among hovers ie: 
C But; Mr. Lovelace, can you ſay that 
1 this lady. bebaved either like a weak, 
4 or a credulous pron t—Can you 
« 1 — 


ok «Iam rtady to do the lady all 


4 manner of juſtice, — But, pray How, 


2 * ladies, if I am to be thus interro- 


1 ted, let me know the contents of 
reſt of the letter, that I may be 
for my defence, as you are 


5 © for my arraignment:. For, to be 


© required to anſwer piecemeal thus, 
* withoud knowing what is. to follow, 


_ is a. curſed enſnaring way of 1 ; 


_* ceeding.” | 
The 1 e the letter: I read it 
 througl to myſelf and by the repe- 
tition of what L aid, thou wilt gueſs 
at the remaining contents. 
5 Tenge fog, ladies ou ſhall. 


zlord—that I will 18 ſpare 


Then holding the letter in- 
and looking upon it, as * 
n his brief; 


Miss Harlowe ſays, r 
© Jadyſhip'- {turning to Lady Betty] 


-- © ſhall. know; that in the progreſs to 
4 ber ruin, wilful falſhoods, re 


ated 
© forgeries, and numberleſs 2 
dere not the leaſt of my erimes, you 


* TR judge that ſhe can have no. iſ 
8 thatwillmake hex worthy of an 
| 7 nice with ladies of yours, and your 


56540 ker? s..charaCter, if ſhe could 


EZ not, from her ſoul, declare, that ſuch 


alliance can never now take place. 


N Surely „ladies, this f or Faß 79 


. Hot reaſon, 11 our as would 


"©. feed, would 


9 „4 „ „ e * 3 A ONS a «a 5 
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«© not think themſelyes diſhonoured by 

© my marrying a;perſon' whom I had ſo 

© txeatedz but, on the contrary, nee 
© rejoice that I did her this joſfice; and 
© if ſhe has come out pure gold from 
© the affay; and has nothing to reproach». 


© herfelf with; why ſhould it be an 
= in this dialegue with a double rr, 


6 impeachment of her principles, to; 
© conſent that ſach an alliance ſhould 
© take place? I 
She cannot think herſelf the worſe,. 
« July ſhe canoes for what was done 
ainft her will.“ | 
heir countenances menaced a ge⸗ 


y -neral uproar—But T.proceeded. 


© Your lordſhip re d to us, That ſhe 


60) 008 an hope, a preſumptuous one; 


nay, 
ane preſumptuous one, he 
Is it; that ſhe might be a means in 
pena hand of Providence, to reclaim 
me; and that this, ſhe. knew, if ef- 
ive: her a merit with - 
you all. But from what would ſhe 
reclaim.me ?—She had beard, you'll 
lay, (ut ſhe had only heard, at the 
time the entertained that ape) that, 
to expreſs myſelf in the womens dia - 
lect, Ins a very wicked fellow !— 
| Well, and what then? Why, truly, 
the very moment the was convinced, 
by her own experience, that the 
charge againſt me was more than 
bearſay;. and that, of conſequence, 1 
Was a fitſubjeQ for her generous en- 
deavours to work upon; 
needs give me up. Accordingly, 
- ſhe? flies out, and declares, that the 


ſhall: never take place Cas this be 

from any other motive than Female 

755 entment? 4 
his brought them all upon me, a8 

I intended it ſhould: it was as à tub to 

a whale; and after I had let them play 


with it a 1 I claimed their atten” , 
tion, and, kpowjng that, they always. 


loved to hens me prate, went on. 
The lady, it is plain, tho! "2 
that the reclaiming of a man from 
© bad. habits was a much eafier taſk 
c N in the nature of things, it can 
a 


83 wit 


8 She 3 28 your lordſhip. has . 
© re'd, That in endeavourin 


2 755 fave a _ 
0 drowning wretch, ſhe had been, not 


© accidentally, but premeditatedly, and 
c of ſet purpoſe, drawn in after him. 

But how id. this, ladies? Von ſee 
« by her,own-words, that Lam ftillfao 
* being obt — Ds | 


r a 


ſhe would 


ceremony which would repair all, 


Had ſhe found 


4 


* ſuppoſe, and I had got out of it by 


her means, and left her to periſh in 


© jt; that would have been a crime in- 
« deed, — But is not the fact quite 
© otherwiſe? Has ſhe not, if her alle. 


| © gory prove 'what ſhe would have it 


prove, got out herſelf, and left me 
< floundering ſtill deeper and deeper in? 
What ſhe ſhould have done, had 
© ſhe been in earneſt to ſave me, was, 


to join her hand with mine, that ſo 


ve might by our united ſtrength help 


4 one another out. — I held out my 


hand to her, and beſought her to 
give me hers: — but, no truly! 


woas determined to get out herſelf as 


4 faſt as ſhe could, let me fink or 
« ſrvim: refuſing her aſſiſtance (againſt 


her own 9 -becauſe the fav 


I wanted it, —You ſee, ladies—you 


* 


« ſee, my lord—how' pretty tinkling 


< words rum away with ears inelined to 


| Theywereallready to exelaim again: 


but I went on, proleptically, as a rhe- 


© ruined, à name, that would not have 


. © hayeb 


torician would fay, before their voices 

could break out into words. 
But my fair accuſer ſays, That 1 

© have added to the lift of thoſe I have 


* de my own. It is true, I 


een gay and hoon a N It 
© is in my conſtitution td be ſo, I 


4 know not how Feame by ſuch a con- 


ſtitution: but I was never accuſtomed 
c to check or -controul; that you all 
© know. When a man finds himſelf 
© hurried by paſſion into a flight of- 


| © fence; Which, however flight, will 


not beforgiven, he may be made deſ- 
4 perate; as a thief „he ee 
na a robbery, is often by reſiſtance, and 


for ſelf- preſervation, drawn in to 


& 


s commit murder. 


Tas ſtrange; a hborrid wretch with 


ever yeone. But he muſt be a ſilly fel- 
low Who has not ſomething to ſay for 
Himſelf, when every cauſe has it's black 
and it's white ſide.— Weſtminſter Hall, 
Jacek, affords every day as confident de- 


Bat what right,“ proceeded I, © has 


e this lady to complain of me, when 
7 ſhe as good as ſaye— Here, Love - 


e face, you have acted the part of a 


2 


. 
1 


5 Villain by me—— You would repair 
85 6 Vour "Fault : 


but 


4 that 1 may h 


1 won't let you 
eu. 


the ſatisfaction of 
5:05 2 8 58 7 3 


5 ' : 
J F 
. 
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me, in a quagmire , 


— 


86 


* expoling you; and the pride of re- 


« fuſing you.“ 5 | 
But, was that the caſe? Was that 
the caſe? Would I pretend to ſay, I 
would z0y marry the lady, if ſhe 
would have a rut dre to 
Lowel. * You find ſhe renounces La- 
dy Betty's mediation=——m—2: 
Tord M. \Interrupting me} * Words 
are wind; but deeds are mind: what 
© ſignifies your curſed quibbling, Bob? 


„ay plainly, if ſhe will have you, 


vill you have her? Anſwer me, Yes 

© or No; and lead us not a wild gooſes” 

s chace after your meaning. 
Lowel. * She knows I would. But 

© here, my lord, if the thus goes on to 

< expoſe herſelf and me, ſhe will make 

it a diſhonour to us both to marry. 


- Charl. But how muſt ſhe have been 


- Lovel. {{nterrupting her! Why 
©. now, 4 ee bog 8 
her under the chin, © would you have 
me tell you all that has paſſed. be- 
* tween the lady and me? Would % 
© care, had. you a bold and enterpriz+» 
ing lover, that proeclamation ſhould 
© be made of ever little piece of amo · 
© rons roguety, that he offered to you?* + 
Charlotte reddened. They all be- 
gan to exclaim. But I proceeded. 
The lady fays, She has been dif. 


0 


„ honoured (devil take me, if I ſpate 


myſelf!) by means that would ſhock 
© humanity to he made acquainted with 
© them. She is a very innocent lady, 
and may not be a judge of the means 


\* ſhe hints at.  Ower-nicene/s may be 


© under-niceneſs: have ybu not ſuch a 
proverb, my lord tantamount to, 
One extreme products another {om 


Such a lady as this, may poſſibly think 


© her caſe more extraordinary than it is. 


This T will take upon me to ſay, that 


© if ſhe has met with the only man in 
© the world who would have treated hen, 
© as ſhe ſays I have treated her, I have 


met in her with the only cuaman in the - 
© world who woul | 
*.rott about à caſe that is uncommon 


would have made ſuch a 


only from the circumſtances that at- 


„ tend it. 


This brought them all upon me 
bands, eyes, voices, all lifted up at 


once. But my Lord M. Who bas in 
his bead (the laſt ſeat of er pee. 


lewdneſs) as much wickedneſs a 1 


e 
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the air I this with, and Char- 

esandallthereſt e ene A e 
1 th that was bi enough to ſwal- 
low up the other half of tis face; cry- 
26g — to avoid laughing, Ob} Oh!” 


22 if under the power of a/gopty 


—_ thou ſeen how the toro tabbies 


and the young grimalkins lodked at one 


undther, at my lord, and at me, by ous words i in our language was in his | 


= Salon 3 been ny "oh 
it th face juſt in iddle. 
Thy EE boa Mad done 2 f the 
work.” And, after = T found not 
. ſeldom in this converſation, that my 
Inimorous undaunted airs forced a_ 
Mile: into my ſervice from the 
miouths of tlie young ladies. 
perhaps, had they met with ſuch ano- 
der intrepid fellow as myſelf, who had 
firſt gained upon their affectiona, would 
not have made ſuch à rout as m be- 


loved has done, about ſuch an affair as 


that we:were-afſembled upon. ron 
ladies, as I have obſerved on an hun- 


red occaſions, fear not half ſo much 


WF 


_ wifle,”/wou 


for i wer, as their mothers do for 
_ them. But here the girls were 
to put on grave airs, and to ſeem an- 
„ becauſe the -antiques made the 
_ matier of ee 2 importance. Vet 
fo light Ae and fellow - feeling 
at their 5 that they were forced to 
Pure in their mouths, to ſupp reſs the 
Amiles 1 now. and-then laid out for: 
while the elders havi d roſes: (that 
is" to ſay, daughters 
and kndwin how fond men are of a 
(have been very loth to 
have bad them nipt in the bud, with 
Out: ſaying to the mother of them, By 
r leave, Ms. Roſeb ü.. 
* next. article of my indictment 
was for forgery; and for perſonating of 
Lady Betty and my couſin Charlotte, 
"Two ſhocking charges, thou'lt fay: 
and ſo they Rn e per , 
rageous upon the fo. charge 
Ibis Aa never ts Forgive the per- 
_fonating part. Not a peace - maker a- 
mong them. So we all e n, 
und ſcolded. 


My lord told me, That e bilieved - | 
in his conſcience” there was not a viler 


Fellow n God's earth than INC, 


. * What fignifies mincing the patter?” 


aid he—And that it was nat the mY 
_tims 1 had forged his hand. 

To this I anſwered, that I fi 
| when the ſtatute of Saudi 


They 


"© with bis ears; 


ef their own, 
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tum was framed, "there were 4 good 
many in the peetüge, who knew they 
deſerved bard names; and that that law 
therefore was rather made to privilege 


their qualities, thay to, whiten their | 


characters, - 


He called wpon we te explain myſelf - 


with a Sirer, ſo pronounced, as to 
ſhew, that one of the moſt ignomini- 


head. 


People, 1 aid, that were fenced in 


by their quality, and by their years 
ſhould Fs. orion hepa ps _ of 
ſpirit could not put up with, unleſs he 
were able heartily to. deſpiſe. ou In- 
ſulter. 8 

This ſet i in, a violent paſſion, 


He would ſend for Pritchard, . 5 
x e g jt be called.” He would 


alter. his willz and all he could {ve 

from me, 

Do, do, m y lord,“ faid 1. Tal. 

c ways FT, 5 own pleaſure above 
5 gur "hut if dra wall 

know, that draws 
. ſeal. rs Wy. 
Why, what would I do to Pritchs 


ard ?--Shaking bis crazy head at me. 


Only, what he, or any mas elſe, 
© writes with his Lacs to deſpoil me of 
* what I think my right, he Mall ſeal * 


Then the tws ladies interpoſed,  - 
Lady Sarah told me, That I carried 
thi a great way; and that neither 


M. nor any of them, Jeſerred. £0 
the treatment I gave them ; 
laid, I could not bear to be uſed 


ll by my lord, for two reaſons; firſt, 
becauſe re ſpected his lordſhip above 
any wan liv ving; next, becauſe it 
Jooked as if I were induced by ſelſiſh 


.conhderations to take that from him, 5 


which nobody elſe would offer to me. 
Aud wat, returned he, ſhall 


© be my inducement to take hst I do Berl 


at es hands ?—Hay, Sir?“ 
Indeed, coufin Lovelace, ang, 

dy Betty, with great gravity, we do 

not any of us, as hn Late 

* . at your hands the treatment 
<P give us: and let me tell you, that 

don't think my character, 

«© coutin Charlotte's, ought 40be pro- 

“ ſtituted, in order to ruin an innocent 

8 {hex She muſt have known 

© the 


"your — This . Yo val 


But I' * Jet Pritchard 


t's all, my lord.“ 


your 


2 opinion we all haye of her, 
5 < and har much we wiſhed Her to be 


oY af 


— 5 bs 


( Vou ſee 
* addreſs. And this, with her friends 


E mould, anſwer 


A I could not be ſerious: for, fix mi- 


1 


* 
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e ours has been, Ig. an $4 aſap .to her 
e ſays ſo) to liſten to your 


5 folly, has helped to throw her into 


8 er. How you have requit 
: 1 5 requited 


is too apparent, It becomes the 
5 character we all bear, to diſclaim your 


5 actions by her. And let me tell you, 
that to have her abuſed by wicked 


c people raiſed up to perſonate us, or 


any of us, makes a double call up- 


© on us to diſelaim them,” 
Lo vel. Why this is talking ſome - 
; what like. I would have you all 
1 diſclaim my actions. I own I have 
# done very vilely by this lady. One 
5 ſtep led to another. I am curſt with 
n enerpriing ſpirit. I hate to be 


c 
7 
Foiled ] interrupted Lady Sarah. 
; What a ſhame to talk at this rate 


you? 1 oy ſet up a contention with 


2. an  fincere, and plain - 

have 7 Miſs Clariſſa 

Haie: is: above art, above diſ- 

Ws neither the coquette, nor the 

ude!—Poor lady! Sbe deſerved a 

- etter. fate from the man for whom 

17 took the ſtep which ſhe ſo freely 
am 


. Va aboye half affected me—Had 


had been aſhamed to look up, I 


. to be baſhful. 
arlotte aſked, If I did not ſtill 


frem inclinable to do ou lady juſtice, 


. if 11 would px ot me? It would 


be, ſhe dared to the greateſt feli- 
City. the only, could know . 
one), that th lis fine 

were af it. 
They all declared to the fame effe&; 
andLady Sarah put the matter home * 


eee 


vt my Lord Mar plot el babe it, 


18 YON NY: pe ha TOM 
$ rdſip,. 
1 * as he thou 3 mage of | 
oy < by 1 1 ton any that 


went 00 near my heart. 


Miſs Patty ſaid, She was gla to bear 


Har: indeed ſhe was glad to hear that: 
pag ber 1 Tau, 40 x aj 


tigue 


| POE, been ſo handled by every- 
one, 


| Hating 


f 8 . = upon 
xer bas ng b wels as tho Nay: Nh Teak 
| 88 ned Icten s METS 2 flice it, her 


by a ſenſe of their own infirmities,and 


when they are drawing on to th 38 
ter ends, they will be moved on the 


lighteſt occaſions, whether thoſe offer 


7 . ce 95 N them. And 
is, frequently, the unpenetratin 
world e alle buthanity kn all a 
time, in compaſſionating the miſeries of 
human nature, they are but pityinj 
themſelves; and were they. in ſtro 
health and ſpirits, would care as lit 
for any-body elſe as thou or I'do, 
Here broke they off my trial for this 
4 Lady Sarah was much fa 
It was agreed to purſue 94 
ſubje& in the morni by Mine all, 
however, retired e und 
into en ee 5 


; Þ 2 


1 E T TE * vl. | 
uk: 8. L0VELAcr:InonrmoArION. 


HE ladies, inſtead of taking up 

the ſubje& where we had laid it 
N mult needs touch upon paſſages 
in my fair accuſer's letter, which 
was in hopes they would have let reſt, 
as we were in a tolerable way. But, 
truly, they. muſt hear all they could 
hear, of our ſtory, and what Thad to 
ſay to thoſe paſſages, that they might 
be better enabled to mediate between 
us, if I were really and indeed R 
to do her wy e for juſtice; ' 

"Theſe paſſages were, 1ſt, That after 

I had Gay ee tricked her into 
the act of off with me, I carried 
her to one oF, the worſt houſes in Lon- 


don. 


2. That I hat made a_wicked at- 


tempt... updn ber; in reſentment of 


N. fled to. OE "Ea pri- 


my 
555 Seer the, for , and perſo 
pF Pop 997 rene win 1 
Kt we Fond get! to the next es 
way 2 
For that Un 555 Was, That . 
55 ayed her back to the vile houſe, 


firſt 8 her of her ſenſes, and then 


her ee * her afterwards 


paging 0 to tell thee the gloffes T. t 


theſe heavy charges, what wo 


it de, bpt to repeat many of the ex- 


i 


es again; anc ee dc 


. 


— 


. ͤ ²˙ A Ceremonies... A 


* 


: 2 we can ſays 


| * would 


2 no: contemptible family; t 
think, with regard to her, they have - 
; 4 aRted. as imprudently ks unworthil * 


on the lady's extreme nice- 

r diffidence in my honour: on 

s Howe's Fonts 5 plots 
their parts begetting plots on mine: 

[et on the high e 0 the ſex. , T af- 


r tb X infied u eh, by may of 
ling 


| Erik, that my whole view, in gently | 


training, her, was. to oblige. her to 
rgive me, wy to marry me; and * 
or. the honour of both families. 
daſted of my own good gualities; ſome 
25 that k new me, deny; 
hich. few libertines can lay e woe 
„ They. then fell into warm admira- 
tions and praiſes of the lady; all of 
Them ; preparatory as T knew, to the 
ed by Lady Sarah. 
We have ſaid * 2d. as I think 
letters of the 


poor lady. Po gd upon the mif- 


: « eee ſon the abuſe of 


a perſon of her rank, if all the r 
tion be not made that now canbe made 

perbaps de to little purpoſe. 

Ky But you ſeem, Sir, [eil to have a juſt 

75 e of ber, as well as affection for 

Ther, Her virtue is not in the leaft 

E. queſtionable, She could not reſent 


| 75 as ſhe does, had ſhe any: thing to re- 
2 berſelf with, She is, by every- 


©: body's account, a fine worn 3 has a 

©: good eſtate in her own right; is of 
the 

ough, I 


© For the excellency. of her mind, 


< told , is, That her prudence ewould 
6 ©. enrich a 
4, claim, a licentious one, 
not been abroad twice this twelve. 


| 7 wonth, came hither putpoſely, ſo did 


etty, to ſee if juſtice may not 
85 Kae e 0 e we, 


Land my Lord M. (your nearelt re- 


Te 5 Sir) have, or have not, any 


fluence over you, -And, fo my ov 
rt, As Your. n ſhall Say 
n this. N fuch tha 


1 wk regard, to the diſpoſition an 
x that is within my power.“ 2 


An mine,” 


FAS La ett 
eee 


. e it Wc 5 5 B thivk 


rod queſtion : and thus 1 it was intrs- | 


ſh 55 « © Patty !—Sveet 
Gon 4 good: economy, the common ſpeech 
85 her, 2s the e Lewen once 


h re- 
man, "Er 40 . 


y of „ ing. All . ee It, and ric 
N E ST 2 TH NOW Be 26 gee 25 4 


eARLesA MARLOWE. 


* far be it from me to enter into pn 
© tions againſt my own, likin ing, vith 
© ſordid views! — As to fu — 
© chiefs, let them come. I have not 
© done with the Harlowes yet. They 
© were the aggreſſors; and I ſhould be 
© glad they would let me hear from 
© them, in the way they ſhould hear 
© from: me, in the like caſe. Perhaps 
1 ſhould not be ſorry to be found, 
rather than be obliged to feek, on this 
40 Co lotte [redd ] *Spok 
s Coariotte ening.] * 
« Bike a man of fey rather than 4 
© mat of reaſon! I hope you'll allow 
© that; couſin.” 


Tad) Sarah. Well, but fince what 


4 i;. ke is done, and ennie be un- 
« done, let us think of the next beſt.— 
8 Have you any objection againſt mars 

TIPS iſs e if ſhe will have 

ou??? 

Lovel. There can poſſibly be b 

© one : that ſhe-is to | vine Ar =; 
6? doubt, as well as to Lady Betty, pur- ö 
© ſuing that maxim peculiar to herſelf, 
( and let me tell you, fo it ought to be: 
* that What ſhe cannot conceal from 
© herſelf, ſhe will publiſh. to all the 
1 Þ, mie lac, 66 de fare. 

ly. Ihe lady, 

6 GR 2 1 in the bitterneſs of — 
grief, and in defpair.” 

. 
© alla en eſpairing fit is 
45 oyer— And this fro 55 . 0 
girl Re" would 
* you, my dear; in the like aſe? 
Jn ring her] '© haye yielded to en- 

ould you have meant * 

« more by the like exclamations ?* 

ad a rap with her fan, and a blvſh 


and from Lord M. a reflection, Tur 


1 into jeſt. every - thing * 


Laſked, if they thought the | 
deſerved any conſideration from 4 
and v that family would Hot — 
ult over me, were 1 to marry 
davghter, 40 if L dared yok her a other. 


| wise? 


| Lag grab. once 1 wis 


an 
7 with Hot family, wy alt = * 
© now Tpity them; and think, that yo 
Bid . 2 
| e be By 9163 | 


uns too well juſtified” the worls 
6 . the ga = ger”: 


5 Lord N. lily is of ftand, 


6 


** 


3 


 ELARISSA HARLOWE. 


e many of our coronets would be glad 


t they could derive their deſcents from EX : | 
| © there ever was a woman who gave, 


© no worle a ſtem than their. 
Lowell. The Harlowes are a narrow- 

t fouled and implacable family. T hate 

© them: and though I revere the 

© ſcorn all relation to them 
Lady Betty.. * I with no worſe could 


* be ſaid of hi, who is ſuch a {corner 


© of common failings in others.” _ 
Lord M. How would my ſiſter Love- 
© lace have reproached herſelf for all 
. © her indulgent folly to this favourite 
© boy of hers, had ſhe lived till now, 
„ and been preſent on this occaſion !* 
Lady Sarah. © Well, but, begging 
© your lordſhip's pardon, let us lee if 
g anyzthing can be. done for. this poor 
4 ; ACE ED Ap 


1456 Ch, „it Mer! Lovelace his ne. 


A kadder, (and I preſume to think be is 
© not aſhamed to do her juffce, though | 


© 'it may make againſt himſelf) I can? 
© not ſee but honour and generoſity 
© will compel from him all that we ex- 
peR. If there be any levities, any 
akneſſes, to be charged upon the 
lady, I ſhould not open my lips, i 
© her favour; though in private 1 olds 
© pity her, and deplore her, hard hap. 
And yet, even then, there might not 
want arguments, from 'honour and 
7 gratitude, in ſo particular a caſe, to 


c 

c 

« 
* 


engage you, Sir, to make good the 


© yows it is plain you have broken.* 
Lady Betty, * My mece Charlotte 
© has called upon you ſo juſtly, and has 
"put. the queſtion to you fo ay 
that I cannot but wiſh you would 
ſpeak. to it directly, and without eva- 


* t 


MET n 
All in a breath then beſpoke my ſe- 
riouſneſs, and my juſtice: and in this 
manner Idelivered myſelf, aſſuming an 
air fincerely ſolemn. '' .... 
I am very ſenſible, that the per- 


4 formance of the talk you have put me 


© pon, will Jeave me without excuſe: 


© but I will not have 


but 1 will n recourſe either to 
© exaſion or palliation. «PD 
As my. couſin Charlotte has 'ſe- 


© verely obſeryed, I am not aſhamed to._ 


do juſtice to Miſs Harlowe's merit,” 
'. 5 I own.to you all, and, what is 


©" more, with high regre (if not with 
© ſhame, coulin Charlotte)—that I have 


* 6 
8 


* 


J 
8 


+ 


n 
4 <Q” ITS 


lady, 


© {elf for, taking, was truly what. 


© fode 


were owin 


a n anſwer for in my uſage 
of this lady. Eds Bomb cet ol © hood=—n to ſave herſe 
it, * than once juſtly Ge ſhe tell me, 

| "SMS, — 


© believed (excuſe me, ladies) that 
© or could have given, ſuch illuſtrious, 
© ſuck” uniform proofs of it; for, in 
© her. Whole conduct, ſhe bas ſhewn 
© herſelf to be equally above tempta- 
tion and art; and, L bad almoft Nd, 
human frailty. ea 


, : * 


* © The ſtep the wo freely blames hers 


calls compulſetory : for though _ 
© was provoked to think of going o 
with me, ſhe intended it not, nor was 
©" provided to do fo : neither would th 

© ever have had the thought. of it; had 


her relations left her free, upon lier 


* 


offered compoſition, to renounce the ; 


o 

© man ſhedid zo? hate, in order to avoi 

© the man ſhe did, OGG 
It piqued my pride, I own, that 1 
could ſo little depend upon the force 
of thoſe impreſſions which I had the 
C lee hope I had made in a heart 
| Jicate; and in my worſt devices 
© againſt her; I encouraged myſelf, that 
o Takofcdng confidence ; for none had 


4 


a a 


© ſhe in my honour, 


* * 


The ſepvils ſhe has ſuffered, it wou 0 


© have been more than à miracle h. 
© 'the avoided, - Her w tchfulnels ren 


which contributed to her fall; ah 
© they were many and various, An 
© all her Freater trials and bark 


- ©'fered more plots abortive, than "a 


were owing, to her noble reſift 
© and juſt reſeritment.' 2 
— © I. know,” proceeded I, © how myth 
© I condemn myſelf in the juſtice Ear 
b ws, to this excellent creature., But 
c be will do her juſtice, and cannot 
help it if I would. And I hope this 
© ſhews, that I am not ſo totally aban« 


© doned, as T have been thought to bs, 
Indeed, with me, ſhe has done more 


© honour to her ſex in her fall, if it be 
© tobe called a fall, (in truth it ought 
not) than ever any other could do in 
4 her ſtanding, 7 F oF, | WIS © Þ dh 5 
When, at length, T had given her 
© watchful virtùę cauſe of fulSicial, K \ 


© was then indeed obliged to make uſe - 


© of power and aft to prevent her eſcap 
© ing from me. She then formed con- 


© trivances to elude mine; but all bers 
© were ſuch as ſtrict truth and punc- 


© tilious howonr. would juſtify. . She 

© could not ſtoop to deceit and falfe, 

hood - no, not to ſave herſelf. oy 
fir 


869. 


c And, for. virtue, I could not have 


lips 
2 


1 
: 


= c ditated guilt, — Nor, 


5 75 2 


Subs ſuperior For. 
e kee 5 . 


© ew 155 1 1 ons wal foul. in a 


| 175 G as I hs ALA up- 
- only for temporary gies 
tis 508 00 be e into 4 


Lab rades men of freeprinciples run, 
uin order to juſtify to themſelyes their 
© free practices and to wake n religion 

o their minds: ard yet; in this re- 
9 ſpect, 1 have not been ſo 2 fe ſome 


others. ; 
N Sade that ſuch 4 cer a- 
"tyre as. this looked upon every 
© gied artifice, as a degree of 8 
jot to be forgiven: ng wonder that 
de could ſo eaſily. become averſe to 
the man, (though once ſhe be beheld him 
12 with ; n eye not wholly indifferent) 
whom, he ought capable of preme · 
Ive me leay e, 
8 on the other hand, to y, 1s ic 4 
- wondered at, thatche = who fo 
"it ſo.difficultto be for a for the 
| Le ee and w : d 7 2 
race to rece or repent, made de. 
erate). ſhould be burried en 10 che 
. commiſſion: 0 ihe greater... 83 * , 
''©.Ih ſhort, ladies—in 3 word, m 
lord—Miſs.. Chari Harlowe 18; 3 
angel; z if ever 85 was or coul 
Cone in "human. vature ;. and, ie, Ind 
TS apr as pure as an ay * 
ky and his 1 Im uſo 
— 12 5 


25 Taal My Wade 1 ma 
curſe of God follow you in. a 
e if you. do jar 15 her the 


7 Level. From Ween 

7 expeRU no other e 9 1 

| = 12 for Jeſs violence from the in 
vouſneſs of my confell; Ron.“ 

he ladies, elder and younger, 

eir handkerchiefs to A eyes, at 7 

juſt teſtimony Which. 1 bare fo the mes 

its of this exalted c a age 125 which. 


: Fad 


bras HA Ante. . 


They all joined in this demand. 

8 pleaded, that I was ſure ſie =o 
not haye mne: that, when ſhe had taken 
A reſq ution, the was not to he moved 
unperſuadableneſs was an Harlowe ſin; 
that, and ber name, I told them, were 

ſhe had of theirs. | 

An were gf opined, that the might, 
. her. preſent deſolate circumſtances, 
be brought to forgive me. Lady Sarah 
ſaid, that Lady Betty and ſhe woulden, 
deavour.to fipd out the xoble ſufferer, 
as they. juſtly. called her; and would 
take Her into their 00810 and b 

ua er ok the juſtice that 1 woul 
Jo ell after e as de. 
fore, 5 

It wy ſome Rester to me," to b J 
ſerye the plarability of theſe. ladies or 
my oy family, had they, any or either 

of them, met, with a"Loverace.. But 
"world be hard} e us koneſt. fellows, ; 


VIS. ih 
50 | lag a [ings 


- * ETTER e Lvit..- 
beer IN conrivoxtion, 


TT is much better, Jack, to tell your 
gyn ſtory, when it muft be known, 
ban to have an "adverſary tell it for 
vou, Conſcious of this, I pave 5 | 
3 actount Fae Keene, Tha 


9&5 


10 Ty vp 


any- 1 5 . 
A TRE een 
F = 2 Blk 0 rol 
t A or that Gay, But nei 
di guy e "oy i pie ne 1 
a " 


exi * 4 
e ae to ad to IN "ng 
wer fault 15 directions, that 
or. 0 ang 
returned 
that 3f the ſhe 


9 85 e We T 


"a1 


ps cv rata kad fo much ine 
WE: er, that ay gh I wrote f 
. | efters,. 45 — 

not procure A * r in an 


- 


% 


for ever loſe. 195 


— 


* 


: CLARTSSA 
though I preſſed her but for four words 
to fignify the day and the church. © 
6? Deferred to my two couſins to vouch 
for me the extraordinary methods I 
took to ſend'meſſengers to town, though 


they knew not the occafion : *which now - 


I told them was hit. e 
''T acquainted them, that J eyen had 
wrote to you, Jack, and to another gen- 
tleman of whom I thought ſhe had a 
good opinion, to attend her, in order to 
reſs for her compliance; holding my- 
elf in readinefs the laſt day, at Salt 
Hill, to meet the meſſenger they ſhould 
fend, and proceed to London, if his 
meſſage were favourable: but that, be- 
fore they could attend her, ſhe had 
found means to fly away once more: 
And is now, ſaid I, © perched perhaps 
* ſomewhertunderLady Betty s window 
© at Glenham Hall; and there, like the 
- © ſweet Philomela, a thorn in her breaft, 
© warbles forth her melaticholy com- 
5 plaints againſther barbarous Tereus. 
Lady Betty declared, That ſne was 
not with ber; nor did he know where 
me was. She mould be, ſhe added, 
the moſt welcome gueſt to her, that ſhe 
c OTC 
In truth 1 had a ſuſpicion, that ſhe 
was already in their knowledge, and 
taken into their protection; for Lady 
Sarah I imagined incapable 'of being 
| rouzed to this ſpirit by 4 letter onl 
from Miſs Harlowe, and that not di- 
 reRed to herſelf ; ſhe being a very in- 
- dolent_ and ' melancholy wowan. But 
her ſiſter, I find, had wrought her ur 
to it: for Lady Betty is as ieee an 


+ 4 


managing a woman as Mrs. Howe; 


but of a much more generous and ned 
diſpolition—She is my aunt, Vacs 1 
"Ef poſed, I aid, that her ladyſhip 
might have a . direction where to 
ſend to ber. I ſpoke as I wiſhed; 1 


would have given the world to. have 


heard that ſhe was inclined to cultivate 
the intereſt of any of my family. .. - 
©, Lady Betty anſwered, that ſhe had no 
direction but what was in the letter; 
which ſhe had ſeratched out, and which, 
it was probable, was. guy a temporar 
me, in order to avoid me: otherwiſe 
the would hardly have directed an an- 
ſwer'to be left at an inn. And Te was 
of e that to apply to Miſs Howe 
would be the only certain way do ſuc- 
ceed in any application for . 


neſs, would Tenahle that Tung lady 
to ande herſelf in procuring © 


Pax 


. 


= 


MARLOWE, 865 


Mi Charlotte. *Permit me to make 
© a propoſal, Since we are all of one 
© mind in relation to the juſtice due to 
© Miſs Harlowe, if Mr. Lovelace will 
© oblige himſelf to 5 her, I will 
© make Miſs Howe a viſit, little as 1 
© am acquainted with her; and endea- 
e vour to engage her intereſt to for- 
© ward the defired reconciliation, And 
© if this can be done, I make no queſ= 
© tion but all may be 2 accom - 
© modated; for every- body knows che 
© love there is between Miſs Harlowe ni 
© and Miſs Fr 22 p a 3 
MARRIAGE, with theſe women, 
thou ſeeft, Fack, ts Pangea fs = al 74 


awe can do to them. A true 


TA ,, 1 
This motion was highly approve 


of; and I gave my honour, as defredy 
in the fulleſt manner they could win. 
Lady Serah, © Well then, coukg' 
© Charlotte,” begin your treaty with 
© Miſs Howe, out of hand,” ' 
Lady Bitty. *Pray do. And tet Miß 
Har hs hs told, that I am ready. 
© receive her as the moſt welcome © 

_ © gueſts: and I will not have her out. 
b of my fight till the Knot is tied... 

lad Sarah. Tell her from me, 
© that ſhe ſhall'be my daughter In- 
<"tead of my po ir Betſey. An 
ſhed a tear in reniembrance of ber loſ 


« Zord M.' © Whit oy, you, % by © 
this? 4 ; Keen ; 7 N f \ 
 Lowel. <ConTExT, my lord, Leak 
© in the langue, e of your houſe.” - ; 
Lord M. e are not to be fi . 13 
© nephew. No quibbling. We will MW 
© have no lur put upon us. | 
© I did not intend to marry, if the en- 
© ceeded the appointed Thurſday. . 
I think, (according to her on no- 
* tions) that I have injured her beyond 
© reparation, although I were to make 


© her the belt of huſbands; as I aj ve 


* ſolved to be, if the will cadre, 
© 1 will call it, 'to have me.—And be 
« this, couſin Charlotte, my part of your 
* commiſſion to fay.*, 
1 N . Bubl 
. Lord M. Give me thy hand, Bob 
27 ne like a may, of hanou 

* at laſt, I hope de may depend upot 

* what e OT "SY 


* 


* 


e ladies cyes put the ſamequeſtior 


me 


to 8: * 2 % * FR * F p — 
' Lovel, © You may, my lord. — 
* 


£2 -_ 


$ 


G 
4. 
- : * 
3 
£3 , 
. 


* Indiee—Abſolucly er 


n was the Ne character of 

Then. as well as her more extraor- 

6 inary talents and endowments, again 
= upon: a 6 Miſs ar 0 who 


bat; is.to 261 Pa e into the "A 
"$ fortune; 1 into the particulars of 
grandfather's eſtate; and what her 


father, and her. e uncles, 
H ptebably do for her, if a reconci. 


ation be effected; as, b 
by; make no doubt but it will, be⸗ 
cen both families, if it be not my 
Havlt..*The'two yenerables' {No longer 
tabbies, with me now], binted at rich 
ſents on. their own parts 3 and m 
4 Jord declared, that he would make fed 
vertures in my behalf, as ſhould ren. 
wy Marriage 
e be gay: 's, work Lever, made; and 
at, he doubted not, would ke as 
1 that family, 3s to myſelf... 
Fe: ek a Fn mri by a. ſingle hai 
head the matrimoni 
wer won us ended wy tiial. And 
us Are we all friends; and Caufin” 
and. Couſin,” and 
3 at every word 
Did ever comed 
that Wy. 85 5 tri R. 
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e LoyaLacs,, To Joan L 15 
bak 7 e . Tt 5 5 8 
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4 * Irn 1 13. 
9525 . , they thine they have gain- 
ed mighty 1 ſe awere 1 
| ge my mitid, <yere I to repent, 
Y Ki I 7 Sante ſafe,—And yet this v 
moment it riſes to my mind, that tis 
d.truſting too; for ſurely there muſt 
"ſome embers, where there was fire 
0d lately, that may be ſtirred es | 0 oy 
n blaze ta. combuſtibles ſtre ight 
upon them. Love, like ſome ſelf- ro: 


; plants, or roots, which 12 
— hold i in Soom Hh when be in wy 


1 5 * 4 
88 * 


at their head, perhaps= 


their means, 


with "Miſs Harlowe _ 


en * 5 


Hickman, take care of thyſelf, 73 ad 


6 


ELARISSA, HARLOWE; 


once got deep into the heart, is hardly 
ever 2 extirpated, except by matri- 
mony indeed, which is the grave © 
ove, becauſe it- allows of the end 
love. Then theſe ladies, all adyocates 
for | herſelf, wwith herſelf. Miſs. Howe 
Not in fa- 
vour to we don't expe&, that from 


Miſs. Howe—But perhaps in favour to 
Berſelf: for Miſs Howe has reaſon to 


apprehend vengeance from me, I ween. 
Her Hickman will be ſafe too, as ſhe 
may think, if I marry her beloved 
friend: for he has been a bu Ss 
and-I have long wiſhed to have a 
at hic, Ihe lady's caſe deſperate 570 
her friends too; and likely to be fo, 
while fingle, and her chara er expoſe ſed 
to . Tl | kata der 
uſband-is 2 c ing cloak, a 
ky! -leafed a pron. for a wife; Ro for a 
lay to. be 8 in Jiberties, in di- 
verkons, Which her heart pants aft fter 
miha all her faults, oven the moſt eri. 
mina were /ſhe to be dctebted, to be 
thrown upon the huſband, and the ri- 
hors too a charming privilege” for a 
wi 
Bat I wall have one comfort, i 1 
A ry: which pleaſes me not a little; 

4 man's wife has a dear friend of 4 
her ſex, a hundred liberties may be 
taken Wich that friend, which could 
not be taken, if the ole lady (Know- 
ing, what a title to freedoms marriage 

ven him with her /7:ed) was not 
25 e witk him than ſhe ought 
to be, as to herſelf, Then there are 
12 freedoms (hall Tcall them?) chat 

d taken by kart . 75 | 
5 at not be quele oekin 

Shi” if Ae wi wife Ve; before ber 
. will ſerve for a leſſon to that 
' Fritnd and if that friend bears to be 
Flo at them without check or baſh= 

ulneſs, will ewa ſagacious $74 4 

that ſhe can bear as much e 
proper time and place. 
| Chaſtity, Jack, like piety 1 ws uni- 
form thing. If in look, 27 1 in ſpeech, 
a girl give n e levity, 5 Ph 

Nu its. the has got one © his 
oven. feet in her. heart alread 


viſe thee, whether I marry or not. 
Thus, Jack; have I at once recon- 
ciled'm) 6rd to all my relations—And 5 
the refuſes me, thrown. the | 
8 be _ wok I knew, would 
by power to do at apy time: a 
"was 


 CLARISSA 


I was the more arrogant to them, in 

; one to heighten the merit of my com- 
pliance. . Be So 
But after all, it would be very whim- 
ical, would it not, if all my plots and 
contrivances ſhould end in wedlock ? 
- What a puniſhment ſhould this come 
out to be, upon myſelf too, that all 
this while I have been plundering my 
nnn, | 
And then, can there be ſo much harm 


| gone, if it can be ſo eaſily repaired by 
" a few magical words; as I. Robert, take 
thee, Clariſſa; and I, Clariſſa, take thee: 


Robert, with the reſt of the for-better 
and for-worſe legerdemain, which will 
| hocus pocus all the wrongs, the crying 
wrongs, that I havedone to Miſs Har- 
lowe, into acts of kindneſs and bene- 
volence to Mrs. Lovelace? 
But, Jack, two things I muſt inſiſt 


upon with thee, if this is to be the. 


nature between me anfl my ſpouſe into 
thy power, I muſt, for my own ho- 
Nour, and for the honour of my wife 
and my illuſtrious progeny” firſt oblige 
thee to give op the letters I have fo pro- 
fuſely ribpled to thee; and, in the next 
place, do by thee, as I have heard 
whiſpered in France was done by the 
true father of a certain monarque; that 
is to (ay, cut thy throat, to prevent thy 
telling of tales. te oil 

I have found means to heighten the 


caſe Having put 7 of ſo high a 


1 


kind opinion my friends here have be- 
gun to have of me, by communicating. 


to them the contents of the four la 
letters which I wrote to preſs my ele&- 
ed ſpouſe to ſolemnize. My lord. has 


repeated one of his phraſes in my fa» 


vour, that he hopes it will come out, 
Lf hai Ss e ov 
Now pr'ythee, dear Jack, fince fo 
many good conſequences are to flow 
from theſe. our nuptials (one of which 
to thyſelf; ſince the ſooner thou dieſt, 
the leſß thou wilt have to anſwer for) 
and that Tnow-and-then am apt to be- 
lieye there may be ſomething in the old 


llow's notion, who once told us, That 


he who kills a man, has all that man's 
fins to anſwer for, as well as his own, 
becauſe he gave him not the time to re, 

ow him; [A fine thing for thee, if 
thou conſenteſt to be knocked of the 
head; but a curſed one for thejman-: 


Mayer i] and ſince there may be room to 


EL? "1 


That the devil is not quite ſo black as le 


t of them, that Heaven nr to 
t 


HARLOWE. 869 


fear, that Miſs Howe will not give ug 
her help; I pr'ythee now exert thyſelf 
to find out my Clariſſa Harlowe, that T 


may make a LOVELACE of her. Set 
all the city bellmen, and the country 


criers, for ten miles round the metro- 
polis, at work, with their O 2 and 
* if any man, woman, or child, c 


all the newſpapers; and let her know, 
That if ſhe will repair to Lady Betty 
Lawrance, or to Miſs Charlotte Mon- 


tague, ſhe may hear of ſomething great» 


ly to her advantage. 


Mx two coufins Montague are ac« 
tually to ſet out to-morrow, to Mrs, 
Howe's, to engage her vixen daugh- 
ter's intereſt with her friend. Then 
will flaunt it away in a chariot-and 


ſix, for the greater ſtate and ſignifi- 


Confounded | mortificatioh to be re- 


duced thus low !-—My- pride hardly” 


knows how to brook it. 


Lord M. has engaged the two vent... 


rables to mw here, to attend the iſſue: 
and I, ftanding very high at preſent in 


their good graces, am to gallant them 
to Oxford, to Blenheim, and ſeveral 


other places. 


LETTER LIX.” 22 


. HARLOWE., 


' MISS HOWE, TO M1SS CLARISSH _ 
, 7 7 e 


THURSDAY NIGHT, JULY Th 

- FNOLLINS ſets not out to-morrow. 
Some domeſtick occaſion. hinders - 
him. Rogers is but now returned from 
255 and cannot well be ſpared. Mrs 
ickman is gone upon an affair of my 
mother's, and has taken both his ſers 
vants with him, to do credit to his em- 
loyer: ſo I am forced to venture this 


by the poſt, direRted by your ame 


% 


name, : 


I am to acquaint you, that T have 
been favouted with = vifit from Miſs 
Montague and her ſiſter, in Lord M. “s 
chariot- and: ſix. My lord's gentleman” 
rode here yeſterday, with à requeſt tha 


I would receive à viſit from the ters 


young ladies; on a'wery particular bc 


cafon; the greater favour if it migut be 


the next day. 


C 


+5 As'T Had fo little perſo 1 BN 
ledge of either, I doubted not but it 


| | an give 
© tale or tidmgs—" Advertiſe her in 


do fare me (becauſe of the diſlance) will al 7” 
with their company at dinner; which go where the bulk of the ęſtate muſt 


850 | _ CLARISSA HARLOWE. 
muſt be in relation to the intereſts.of dignities you have ſuffered;. and of 


y dear friend; and ſo conſulting with changing of names by a& of parlia- 
1 J ſent them an invitation ment, en ewe, to the intereſt they 
join to- make to get the titles to 


they kindly aeg d.. ee, at ty lord's death, which they E- 
7 my dear, fence things have ee to be nearer than they. with. | 
— den bad, that their errand to Nor doubt they of a thorough refor- 


e will be as agreeable to you, as any mation in his. morals, from your ex- 
Wing that can r Aber ample and influence over him. 
| on in the name of d M. and _ 


Lord M. and I made a great many objections for 

Sarah and Lady Betty his two All, I believe, that you could 
Sers, to defire my intereſt to(engage have made yourſelf, had you been pre- 
vou to put yourſelf. into the proteftion ſent. But I have no doubt to adviſe 
of Lady Betty; who will not part with yon, my dear, (and ſo does my mo- 
you till ſhe ſees all the juſtice done you ther) inſtantly to put yourſelf. into 
hat now can be done. . Lady Betty's ek with a reſo- 


Lady Sarah had not ſtirred out fora hation to take the wretch for your huſ- 


; Fase before; never fince ſhe loſt band. All his future grandeur [He 


— 


- 
oF * 
SOV 


k 4 5 


Worſelf, that all this honourable fa- 


virtue; and the young 
uch an account of his c 


three to be 2 that he will be * 


Dey talked oft they fay they. 
F +0. fro, Þ | =y 
thing elſe 


E 


er. agreeable daughter whom you and wants not pride} depends upon his fin- 


I ſaw at Mrs. Benſon's: but was in- cerity to you; and the young ladies 
+ duced to take this journey by Lady youch for the depth of his concern for 

"Betty, purely to procure you. reparation, the wrongs he has done you. 
If poffible. And their joint 


ftrength, All his apprehenſion is, in your rea 
united with Lord-M.'s, has ſo far ſuc- dineſs to communicate to every-one, as 
-ceeded, that the wretch has bound him- he fears, the evils you have ſuffered; 


| ſelf to them, and to theſe young ladies, which he thinks will expoſe you both. 
n the ſolemneſt manner, to ou in But had you not revealed them to Lady 


their prefence, if they can prevail upon Betty, . you had not had ſo warm a 


Jou to give ks Pug Fang. friend; finceit is owing to two letters 
folation 


This con you. may take to you wrote to her, that all this good, as 
hope it will prove, was brought about. 


mily have a due (that is, the bigbef) But I adviſe you to be more ſparing in 


- ſenſe of your merit, and greatly ad- expoſing what is paſt, whether you have 


mire you. The horrid creature has not thoughts of accepting him or not: for 
ſpared himſelf in doing juſtice to your what, my dear, can that avail now, but 
are give us to give a handle to vile wretches to 

5 feſſions, and triumph over your friends; ſince every- 
ſelf. candemnation, that my mother was one will not Lond how much to your 


"2 — charmed with. youz and we all honour your very ſufferings have been? 


Wed tears of Nabe there is _ Your melancholy letter brought by 


our to it, as to deſerve the exalted the woman of the houſe, as well as b 


- one of ovr. ſex, EL, that that one is my =" ach *, with his account of your in- 
cs who. bas done ſo much different health, confirmed to him by 


_ "praiſes: given you by a wretch ſo ſelf- your looks, and by your faintneſs while | | 


concened; though pity for the excel- you talked with him, would have given 


lent creature mixed with your Joy mae inexpreflible affliction, had I not 


- ++, He/\promiſes by them to make the - been cheared by this agreeable vi 
| bel a . my lord, and from the young ladies, I hope 


: 


Fady Sarah, and Lady Betty, are all will R oon my imparting thi 
© | 


A 

ettlements; noble ens Indeed, my bony ou muſt not he. 
eft Lord ſitate. Lou mi oblige them. The 

ters. talking of no-: alliance is. ſplendid and honourable, 

| but of thoſe preſents and ſet= Very few will know any:thing of his 

ente, how:moſt to do yon honour, brutal baſeneſs to you. All muſt end, 


Nabil 
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-fiation; and you will be able to reſume 

your courſe of doing the good to every 

deſerving object, which procured you 
bleſſings wherever you ſet your foot. 

I am concerned to find, that your 
father's inhuman curſe affects you ſo 
much as it does. Vet you are a noble 
creature, to put it, as you por Hm 
hope you are indeed more fo 

get it revoked for their ſakes than for 

your own: It is for them to be peni- 
«tent, who hurried you into evils you« 


could not well avoid. You are apt to 


judge by the unhappy event, rather than 
u the true merits of your caſe, 
5 * pon my honour, I think you fault- 
leis in almoſt every ſtep,you have taken. 
What has not that vilely infolent and 
ambitious, yet ſtupid; brother. of yours 
to anſwer for? That ſpiteful thing 
; your ſiſter too! . 
But come, ſinee what is paſt cannot 
be helped, let us look forward, You 
have now happy proſpe&s opening to 
vou: a family, already noble, prepared 


do receive and embrace you. with open 


arms, and joyful heart; and who, by 


their love to you, will teach another 
family. (who know not what an excel- 


lence they have confederated to perſe- 
cute) how to-value you. Your pru- 
dence, your piety, will crown all, You 
will reclaim a wretch, that foran hun. 


-dred fakes more than for his own, one 


would wiſh to be reclaimed. 

Like a trapeller, who has been put 
out of his way, by the overflowing of 
Nome rapid ſtream, you have only had 
the fore-right path you were in over- 
whelmed. A few miles about, a day. 
or two only loſt, as I may ſay, and 
you are in a way to recover it; and, b 

cee, your ſpeed, will get up the 
loeſt time. The hurry upon your ſpi- 
rrits, mean time, will be all your in- 
convenience; for it was not your fault 


pou were ſtopped in your progreſs. 


Think of this, my dear; and improve 
vpon the allegory, as you know how. 
It you can, without impeding your 
progreſs, be the means of aſſwaging 
the inundation, of bounding the wa- 
ters within their natural channel, and 
thereby of recovering the overwhelmed 
path for the ſake of future paſſengers 


who travel the ſame way, what a me- 


vit will yours bel 


I hall impatiently expe& your next 


leer. The voung ladies propoſed, 


* 111 ” 
k N 5 


— 


HARLOWE. 


or near it, into the Readin 
coach, which inns ſomewhere in Fleet 
Street: and if you give notice of the 
: days you will 1 on the road, and 
that pretty early in your journey, by - 
ſome of both ſexes; a7, S yhu | 


icitous to 


4 + 


ſtage- 


won't be forry to ſee. 
Mr. Hickman” ſhall attend you at 


* Slough; and Lady Betty herſelf, and one 


of the Mifs Montagues, with proper 
equipages, will be at Reading to re - 
ceive you; and carry you directly to 
the ſeat of the former; for I have ex- 
preſsly ſtipulated, that the wretch him- 
ſelf ſhall not come into your preſence 
till your nuptials are to be ſolemnized, 


- unleſs you give leave, | 


Adieu, my deareſt friend. Be hap- 


py: and hundreds will then be happy of 


conſequence. Inexpreſſibly fo, I am 
ſure, will then be your ever-affeFion- 


LET TER LE. 
MISS HOWE, TO MISS CLARISSA 
HARLOWE. 8 be 
©, © SUNDAY NIGHT, JULY 16. 

MY DFAREST FRIEND, 
H Y ſhould you permit a mind 
| fo much devoted to your ſer- 


o 


vice, to labour under ſuch an impa- 


tience as you muſt know it qvould I- 


bour under, for want of an anſwer | 


a letter of ſuch conſequence to you; and 


therefore to me, as was mine of Thurſ. ' 


day night? Rogers told me on Thurſ- 
day, you Here ſ% ill; your letter ſent 


by him ae /e melancholy !=-Yet you 
muſt be ill indeed, if you could not 


write fomething to ſuch a letter; were 
it but a line, to ſay you would write as 
ſoon as you could. Sure you have re- 


ceived it. The maſter of your neareſt 
poſt- office will pawn his reputation'that 


Py ? 
© 
"871 


that you ſhould put yourſelf, iin town, 


ANNA Hows. 


it went ſafe: | I gave him particular 


charge of it. | 1 
God fend me good news. of your 


health, of your ability id write; and 
then T will chide you—rIndeed 1 will 


as I never yet did chide you. 3 

1 Topps your excuſe will be, that 

the ſubje& required confideration— 

Lord! my dear, ſo it might; but you 

have ſo right a _ and the matter 
e e | 


3 

Ne 
3 

8 


* 22 n * 
© 
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aſſure it to me. 


in, queſtion is ſo obvicus, that you 


could not want half an hour to deter- 


» 


. myers hen you intended, probably, 


0 Wait Collins's call for your letter as 
on to-morrow !—=Suppoſe—Miſs! — 


(indeed I am angry with you !—ſvp- 
.- poſe) ſomething were to happen, as it 


did on Friday, that he ſhould not be 
able to go to town tomorrow? How, 
child, could you ſerve me ſo!—1I know 
not how to leave off ſcolding you! 


Pear, honeſt Collins, make haſte: 


he will: he will. He ſets out, and 
travels all night: for I have told him, 


that the deareſt friend I have in the 
world has it in her own choice to be 
bappy, and to make me ſo; and that 
the 2 he will bring from her, will 


I haye orgered him to go directly 
(without ſtopping at the Saracen's 
Head Ian) to you at your Jodgings. 


Matters are now in ſo good a way, that 


he ſafely may. „„ 
Vour expected letter is In writ- 
ten, I hope: if it be not, he will call 
JJ hour... ap + | 
Vou can't be ſo happy as you deſerve 


2 * 


to be: but I doubt not that you will be 


Happy as you can; that is, that you 


Lady Betty's protection. If you would 


not have the wretch for your own ſake; 


have him you muſt, for mine, for your 
Family's, for your. bonour's. ſake! — Dear, 


phogneſt Collins, make haſte! make haſte! 


- 


— 


relieve the impatient heart of my 


? 5 5 71 A”; 8 
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MISS. HOWE, ro MISS: CHARLOTTE 
„ c 
2 8 ? preg 5 2 r #- i D N 
FNR MORN; JULY 18. 
F MADAM, * 13 . N 
J Take the F to write to you, by 

this ſpecial meſſenger. In the phren - 
2 of my ſoul I write to you, to de- 


+. mand of you, and of any of your fa- 


3» * 
* Fr, * - 
2 * 
, ” 
IJ a n 7 
& * a 
: % : 


mily who. can tell, news of my he- 
Joved friendz who, I doubt, has been 


ſpirited. away by the baſe arts of one of 


the blacket—O help me to a nan bad 


enough to call him by! Her piety is 
Neef gn ſlf-ancwpis, f 


. 


| CLARISSA. 


1chuſe to put yourſelf inſtantly into 


Stloved's ever-faithful ever: affedtion- 


+. q #4 
7 1 
7 


HART W. 


4t muſt be he, the only wretch, who 


could. injure ſuch an innocent; and 


now— Who knows what he has done 
with ber! ä 55 


If I have patience, I will give you 


the occaſion of this diſtracted vehe- ' 
: mence. | 1 7 =” . 7 
I wrote to her the very moment you 


and your ſiſter left me. But being un- 
able to procure a ſpecial meſſenger, as 


I intended, was forced to ſend by the 


poſt. I urged her [You know I pro- 
miſed that I would: I urged her] with 
earneſtneſs, to comply with the defires 
of all your family. Having no an- 


ſwer, I wrote again on Sunday night; 


and ſent it by a particular hand, who 
travelled all night; chiding her for 
keeping a heart ſoimpatient as mine in 
in fuch cruel ſuſpenſe, upon à matter 
of ſo much importance to her; and 
therefore to me. And very angry I 


was with her in my mind. | 
But, judge my. aſtoniſhment, my 
diſtraction, when laſt night, the meſſen- 
ger, returning/poſt haſte, brought me 
word, that ſne had not been heard of 
ſince Friday morning! And that a let- 
ter lay for ier at her lodgings, which 
came by the poſt; and muſt be mine! 


to morning prayers at Covent Garden 


church, juſt by her lodgings, as ſne 
had done divers times before Went 


on foot! Left word ſhe ſhould be back 


in an hour Very poorly in health!!! 


dhe went out about ſix that morning; 
only intending, as they believe, to go 


Lord have mercy upon mel What 


all laſt night! „ 0 
O Madam! You know not how I 


acted creature 


love her- My own ſoul is not dearer 


to me than my Clariſſa Harlowe i Nay, 


ſhe 35 my ſoul For I now have none 
Only a miſerable. one, however For 
ſhe was the joy, the ſtay, the prop of 


my life. Never woman loved woman 


as we love one another. It is impoſ- 


ſible to tell you half her excellences. 
It was my glory and my pride, that 1 


was capable of ſo fervent a love of ſo 


1 


pure and matchleſs a ereature But 

now Who knows, whether the dear 

injured has not all her woes, her un- 
deſerved woes, compleated in death; 
or is not reſerved for a worſe fate 
This 1 leave to your enquiry For- 
vour—TſhalhI ca Uthe manu. 4 g 
kelstion 1 underſtand is fill wi 500 


Sutely, 


CLARISSA 


Surely, my good ladies, you were 
welk authorized in the propoſals you 
made in preſence of my mother! Sure- 
ly he dare not abuſe your confidence, 
and the confidence of your noble rela- 
tions! I make no apology for giving 
you this trouble, nor for deſiring you 
to favour with a line by this meſſenger 
your almoſt difiraffed | 
DOSES OE YOON HOWE: 


| LETTER LXII. 


MR. LOVELACE, TO JOHN BEL- 
85 FORD, ESQ. 


ks M. HALL, sAr. NIGHT, JUNE T5: 
Wt: LL undone, ' undone, by Jupiter! 
11 —Zounds, Jack, what ſhall I do 
now! A curſe upon all my plots and 
contrivances ! But I have it——In the 
very heart and ſoul of me, I have it! 
Thou toldeſt me, that my puniſh- 
ments were but beginning Canſt thou, 
O fatal prognoſticator! canſ thou tell 
me, where they will end? oh 
Thy aſſiſtande I beſpeak. The mo- 
ment thou receiveſt this, I beſpeak thy 
aſſiſtance. This meſſenger rides for 
1 life and death And I hope he'll find 


7 = you at your town-lodgings; if he meet 


not with you at Edgwarez where, be - 
ing Sunday, he will call firſt. | 
This curſed, curſed woman, on Fri- 
day diſpatched man and horſe with the 

oe be to me) in an exulting letter from 
Ex Sally Martin, that ſhe had found out 
5 my angel as on Wedneſday laſt; and 


at prayers at Covent Garden church 
praying for my reformation perhaps 
| got her arreſted by two ſheriffs officers, 


8 
3 
3 


who (villains!) put her into a chair 


bee they had in readineſs, and carried her 


to one of the curſed fellow's houſes. 
She has arreſted her for 1 50 l. pre- 
tendedly due for board and lodging: a 
' ſum (beſides the low villainy of the 
proceeding) which the dear ſoul could 


not poſſibly raiſe; all her cloaths and 


effects; except what ſhe had on and 
with her When ſhe went away, being 
at Wevle eee 
And here, for an aggravation, has 

the dear creature lain already two days; 
for I muſt be gallanting my two aunts 


$ 


time too, when better proſpects were 


curſed joh. 


hardly believe it: although the pro- 
ceeding be ſo dirtily los. 


oyful news, (28 ſhe thought it would 
on Friday morning, after ſhe had been 


das ſhe was returning to her lodgings, © 


how to pre Ft 4 N 
Abe great devil fly away with them 
all, one by one, through the reof of 
their own curſed houſe, and daſh them 


| _ | 


and my two couſins, and giving Lord 
M. an airing after his lying-in—Pox 
upon the whole family of us! And re- 
turned not till within this hour; and 
now returned to my diſtraction, on re- 
ceiving the curſed tidings, and the-ex=- '\ 
ulting letter. | 3 _ 
. . Haſten, haſten, dear Jack; for the 
love of God, haſten to the injured char- 
mer! My heart bleeds for her- She de- 
ſerved not this II dare not ſtir, It 
will be thought done by iny contriy= 
ance—And if I am abſent from this 
place, that will confirm the ſuſpicion, 
Damnation ſeize quick this accurſed 
woman !—Yet ſhe thinks ſhe has made 
no ſmall merit with m2. Unhappy, 
thrice . unhappy circumſtance!—At a 


opening for the ſweet creatmel  _ 
Haſten to her !—Clear me of this 
Moſt  fincerely, by all 
that's ſacred, I ſwear you may 
Yet have I been ſuch a villainous plot- 
ter, that the charming ſufferer will 


Set her free the moment you ſee her: 


without conditioning, free On your 


knees, for me, beg her pardon: ' 
aſſure her, that, wherever ſhe goes, I 
will not moleſt her: no, nor come near 
her without her leave : and be ſure al- 
low not any of the damned crew to go 
near her—Only let her permit you to 
receive her commands time to | 
time. You have always been her L 1 
and advocate. What would I no Bone. 
give, had I permitted you to have been 
a'faccefsfol onet no nt ents ; 
Let her have all her cloaths and ef- 
fects ſent her inſtantly, as aſmall proof 
of my ſincerity. And force upon, the _ 
dear creature, who muſt be moneyleſs, 
what ſums you can get her to take. Let 
me know how ſhe has been treated. If 
roughly, woe be to theguilty! / 
Take thy watch in thy hand, after 
thou haſt freed her, and damn the 
whole brood, dragon and ſerpents, by 
the hour, till thow'rt tired; and Well 
them, 1 did thee do ſo for their eupſed 
ofñieiouſn es.. 5 ts. 
They had nothing to do When they 
had ee but to wait my orders 
ceed. e 3M LEST OI IS 


SS WE „ 


y 6 
Ge? * 
* * . 8 
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„11786 CHARLOTTE Honracus, To 


: _ diftrated ever ſince Saturday night. 


to jeees againſt the tops of chimneys 
wo flies nd let the leſſer devils col 
left heir ſcattered ſcraps, and bag them 
up, in ord# to put them together again 
in their allotted place, in the element 
of fire, with cements of molten lead. 
Aline A line! A kingdom for a line! 
with tolerable news, the fir moment” 
thou canſt write — This fee waits 


. . 


«4 


LETTER LXNT, « 


* uss HOWE, 


* 
5 2 TY : Vee | 
- 


*. N rur spar AFTERNOON.” 
"DEAR 188 now x, . 
* letter has jovnitely A. 
turbed us all. 
This wretched man has been balf 


We knew not what ailed him, tin 
vour letter was brought. 

Vile wretch, as he is; he is e 
innocent of this new evil. 

Indeed he is, be muſt be; a8 1 ſhall. 


wong at lar e acquaint you. 
But 8 now le your! meſ-. 


| ſonger. | 
Only to ſatisfy your rut impatience, 
by telling you, that the dear young la- 
dy is ſafe, and, we hope, well. 
A horrid miſtake of his general or- 
has ſubjeRed — to the i terror and, 
Hee of an arreſt. 
dear Miſs Haglan: Her Ke. | 
ferings have endeared her to us, almoſt. 
as much as her excellences can have en- 
deared her e 75 ibert 
But ſhe muſt be now quite at li rty. 
He has been a diſtracted man, ever: 
dance che news was brought him; . 
we knew not What ailed him. 
But N ſaid * 1 
My L m eir, 
phy . 3 will all 
N . to ou th very afterngon. 
And ſo will the wretch himſelf. 
Aud fend it by a; ſeryapt. Bl W 


I 
% 


on, not to detain yours. 


1 ht But you ſhall bave all. the particu- 


I 
& + Px * 
& 7 4 9 
a 898 . * 
th. P 1 
8 * * 
>, . y 


Ino not what I write. 


3 22 Ma ſt, and . wy 25 from, 
3 your” moſt 
e RCTs = SR 
5 e Nracus- 


CLARISSA. HARLOWB, . = 


1 E T T ER Ix1v. 7. 
MISS MONTAGUE, 10 116g Zh | 


Me BALL, JULY 18. 
DEAR MADAM, 


N purſuance of my promiſe, 1 wi 
minutely inform you of exrery- thing 
we know, relating to this N 5 


tranſaction. 


When we mind from you on 


Thurſday night, and made our report 
of the kind reception both we and our 


We: met with, in that you had been 
ws ca as to promiſe. to uſe your inte- 
with your dear friend; it put us all 
zi fuch.good humour with. one ano- 


ther, and with. my . couſin Lovelace, 


that we reſolved upon a little tour of. 
two days, the Friday and Saturday, in 
offer to give an airing to my lord, and 
Lady Sarah; both having been long , 


- confined, one. by. illnefs, the other by 


melancholy. _ My lord, Lady Sarah, 
Lady Bag and myſelf, were in the 
coach; "all our talk was of dear. 
Miſs lagen and of our future hap- 
pineſs with ber. Mr. Lovelace and 
my ſiſter (who is his favourite, as he. 
is hers) were in his phactop: and when 
ever we joined Fan pays bat was ſtill 
the ſubject. | 


As to him, never man Gr Fs "I | 


man, as he did her: never man gave 


reater hopes, and made better reſo- 
Jutions. He is none of thoſe that are 
governed by intereſt. He is too proud 
for that. But moſt ſincerely delighted 
was he in talking of her; and of his 
hopes of her returning favour. He 
. ſaid,” however, more thas once, that he 
feared. ſhe would not forgive him; for, 
from his heart, he muit ſay, he de- 
ſerved not her forgiveneſs: and often 


; and often, that there. was vot ſuch a 
Woman in the world. 


This I mention to.ſhew / vou, Na. 
dam, that he could not at this time be 

privy. to ſuch a barbarous and nter 
Ful treatment of her, 

We returned mot till Saturday abt 
all in as good humour with one aus- 
ther 5 we went out. 


If he would be good, and as he ought. of 


Ea to be, no man would be better beloved 


by relations than he. But-never-was: 


5 eee when: ; 


We never had * 
ſuch pleaſure in his company before. 


* 


CLARISSA: 


he came home, mand received a letter 
from a meſſenger, who, it ſeems, had 
been flattering himſelf in hopes of a re- 
ward, and had been waiting for his re- 
turn from the night before. In ſuch a 
fury! The man fared but badly. He 
inftantly ſhut himſelf up to write, and 
ordered man and horſe to be ready to 
ſet out before day- light the next morn- 
ing, to carry the letter to a friend in 
London. : 

He would not ſee us all that night; 
neither breakfaſt nor dine with us next 
day. He ovght, he ſaid, never to ſee 

the light; and bid my fiſter, whom he 
called an innocent, (and who was very 
deſirous to know the occaſion of all 
this) ſhun him; ſaying, He was a 
wretch, and made ſo by his owninven- 
tions, and the conſequences of them. 
None of us could get out of him what 
ſo diſturbed him. We ſhould too ſoon 
hear, he faid, to the utter diſſipation of 
all his hopes, and of all ours. 15 
Me could eaſily ſuppoſe, that all vas 
not right with regard to the worthy 
young lady and him. 5 
He was out each day; and ſaid he 
wanted to run away from himſelf. 

Late on Monday night he received a 

letter from Mr, Belford, his moſt fa- 


— 


voured friend, by his own meſſenger; 


who came back in a foam, man and 
| horſe, Whatever were the contents, 
he was not eaſier, but like a madman 
rather: but ſtill would not let us know | 
the occaſion. Bot to my ſiſter he ſaid, 
Nobody, my dear Patſey, Who can 
© think but of half the plagues that 
© purſue an intriguing ſpirit, would 
«© ever quit the fore-right path.“ 
He was out; when your meſſenger - 
came: but ſoon eame in; and 1 
vas his reception from us all. And he 
ſaid, that his own torments were greater 
than ours, than Mifs Harlowe's, or 
yours, Madam, all put together. He 

Would ſet your letter, He always car- 
ries. every-thing before him: and ſaid,” 
when hie had read it, that he thanked 
God, he was not ſuch a villain, as you, 
with too great an appearance of reaſon, 
thonght ü ]?7«”“x 77S 
„Thus then he owned the matter to 


Hle had left general directions to the 

5 peptide the dear lady 
went from, to find out where ſne was 
gone to, if poſſible; that he might have 
an opportunity to ĩimportune her to be 


. „ 

* I * 
IC 

7 


Belford's letter ſet him into bu. 4 


* 
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his, before their difference was pub- 
lick. The wicked people (officious at 
leaſt, if not wicked) diſcovered where 
ſhe was on Wedneſday; and, for fear 
ſhe ſhould remove before they could 
have his orders, they put her under a 
gentle reſtraint, as they call it; and 
diſpatched away a meſſenger to acquaint 
him with it; and to take his orders. 
This meſſenger arrived on Friday af- 
ternoon; and ſtaid here till we returned 
on Saturday night: — and when he read 
the letter he brought—T have told you, 
Madam, what e he was in. ö 
The letter he retired to write, and 


which he difpatched away ſo early on 


Sunday morning, was to conjure his 
friend Mr. Belford, on receipt of it, 


to fly to the lady, and ſet her tree; and 


to order all her things to be ſent her; 
and to clear him of fo black and vi- 
lainous a fact, as he juſtly called it. 
And by this time be doubts not that 
all is happily over; and the beloved of 
his ſoul (as he calls her at every word) 
in an eaſier and happier way than ſhe 
was before the horrid fact. And now 
he owns, that the reaſon why Mr. 


ravings, was becauſe of his keeping 


him wilfully (and on purpole to tor- 


ment him) in ſuſpenſe; and reflecting 
very heavily upon him; (for Mr. Bel- 
ford, he ſays, was ever the lady's friend 
and advocate) and only mentioning, . 
that he had waited'upon her; referring . 
to his next for further particulars 
which” Mr. Belford calf have toll 
him at the tim. 3 
He declares, and we cat vouch for, 
him, that he has been, ever fince laſt, 


men. , . 3 . 4 Sn * 1* 
He forbofe going up himſelf, that it 


might not be imagined he was Sully , 


of ſo black a contrivance; and that he 
went up to compleat anybaſe views in 
conſequence of it. | 


1 5 7 r >: 
Believe us all, dear Miſs Howe, un- 


der the deepeſt copicernat this unhappy 
accident; which will, we fear, exaſ\- 


perate the charming ſufferer; not too 


mucd for the occaſion, but too much 

for rn 8 
O what wretches are theſe free - RV. 

ing men, who love to tread in intricate 


paths; arid; when once they err, kn 
ay thei beid- 


not how far out of the way their 


ſtrong courſe may lead them!? 6 
My biker Joins her thanks With mine 


to 


p 


Saturday night, the moſt miſerable dk 
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to yo 
favours you heaped upon us laſt Thurſ- 


\'-— ©. DEAR MISS HOWE, © 


© your moft obedient bumble fra, 


AFTER What is 


I ma 
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876 CLARTSSA 
r good mother and ſelf, for the 


d We'beſeectf your continued in- 


tereſt as to the ſubject of our viſit. It 
ſhall-be all our ſtudies to oblige and 


recompenſe the dear lady to the utmoſt 


- CHARLOTTET ax... 
Nara Fon 

„ | 7 8 
NJ E join in the above requeſt of 
; W © Miſs Charlotte and Miſs Pat- 


„ Montague, for your favour and 


© intereſt; being convinced, that the 


accident Ws an accident; and no 


4 pee or contrivance of a wreteh᷑ too 
4 full of them. We mare, Madam, 


1 


7 ee 
A A 5 * 


_ © Saran Sabin 
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\* ELiz.-LAWRANGE,” 


M185 HOWT, . „ 
i ritten above,. 
© by names and characters of ſuch 


e nunqueſtionsdle honour, I might have 
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Ihou mayeſt . 
not live to put t 


will , little palliate for thy enormous 


e lanies are committed 
in theſe abuminable houſes, — — 


% 
. * 5 7 

r 
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ny from thence; and that ſhe had refuſed 
ETTER/LXV-- + eee (as ſhe ſent. down word) 
8 2 any body elſe; being reſolved to haue 
the remainder of that Sunday to herſelf, 
as it might, perhaps, be the laſt ſhe. 
To og NT po On 
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beende Mien r, July 36. 
Wa a curſed piece of work 
7 | _ haſt thou made of it, with the 


HARLOWE. 


eſt be in earneſt, or in jeſt, as thou 


wilt; but the poor lady will not be long 


either thy ſport, or the ſport of for- 


tune! bj 


I will give thee an account of a ſcene 


that wants but her affecting pen to re- 
of our power, for what ſhe has ſuffered 
from the unhappy man. 
| We are, dear Madam, your obliged 


preſent it. juſtly; and it would wring 


all the black blood out of thy callous 


Thou only, who art the author of 


ber calamities, ſhouldſt have attended 
TAGE. 


her in her priſon. I am unequal to 
ſuch a taſk; nor know I any other man 
but would. OY. het EET 

This laſt act, however unintended 
by thee, yet a conſequence of thy ge- 
neral orders, and too likely to be 
hought agreeable to thee, by thoſe 
ho know thy other-yvillainies by her, 
has finiſhed thy barbarous work. And 
I adviſe thee to trumpet forth every- 
where, 3 in earneſt thou art to 
marry her, whether true or not. 
She will 
ee to the trial; and it 


uſage of ber, and be a means to make 
mankind, who know not what I know 


of the matter, herd a little longer with 
. thee, and forbear to hunt thee to thy 
fellow-ſavages.in the Lybian wilds and 
deſarts. 3 : N ys? 


Vour meſſenger found me at Edg- _ 


; ware, expecting to dinner with me ſe- 
veral fri 


friends, whom I had invited 


three days before. I ſent apologies to 
them, as in a caſe of life and death; 
and ſpeeded g 
- man's; for how knew I but ſhocking 
attempts might be made upon her by 
- the curſed -wretches: perhaps by your 
-connivance, in order to mortify her in- 
8 os meaſures? 7 OT 


to town'to the wicked wo- 


a Snows the publickeudat wil: 


creatures drawn into ther ſnares. l 
Finding the lady not there, Lpoſted 
away to the officer's, although Sally 


told me, that ſhe had been ſuſt come 


I had the ſame thing told me, when 

¶ ſent up to let her know, that I came 

with a commiſſion to ſet her at liberty. 5 
| NET . was 


\ ? * 5 FT 


by. vile auretebhes, 
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up, as foo Kſervi 


CLARISSA 


T was afraid of ſending up the name of 
a man known to be your friend. She 
abſolutely refuſed to ſee any man, how- 


HARLOW. | 877 


8 maſter Am I again to be bis pri- 
8 Jener ?—Help, good people!“ 
A. crowd had before begun to ga- 


ever, for that day, or to anſwer further ther. 


to any=thinyg fajd from me. 
R ing therefore informed myſelf of 
all that che officer and his, wife, and 
ſervant, pra oh i me with, as 
well :ingrelation: to the horrid arreſt, a 
to ner behs ar; and che women's to 
her; and; her? ftateg f health; I went * 


8. 


her, A this three womens ſtory: 
from all Which, Lam enabled to give 
ocking particu- 


you the n > 


then 1 gain 9 to her,” Wor 
vill find, chzt I "on very mi ute 

y enquimies, R * 
20 villait it was that er hel 200 


lady, and had theimpudence to app ar . 
anc "abet the- ſheriff's e 


cers in th 
ed: tranfaction. He chought, ho 5 
. that ehe was doing the ma 2. 


table ſeruice to his bleſſed; 
had got a chair; the hie 


7 


dy 


as ſhe camg aut of 


e 9 1 mag. 
de chürch, 


My maſter is in the country, Ma- 
Ry Ps many: miles off. If you pleaſe 


to go) 0g theſe, men, they will treat 


* — — — 


g . 43 he people were moſt of them ſtruck 


wich compaſſion. 


A fine young crea- 
"© ture = 


A thouſand pities!'——cried 


back to Simelair's, 5 75 wilt "Gill: call +ſome. © While ſome few threw out vile 
* re 


and ſhocking reflections! But a gentle- 
man mterpoſed, and demands fe 
wat fellows authority, 

They ſhewed it,—* Is your name 
80 Clariffa Harlowe, Madam? ſa he. 


. Ves, Mer indeed Dread] to ſink 
my name Das Clariſſa Harlowet=- 


But eit is now Wreichedneſy! — Lord 


bg; merriful de me, what s to come 


1 „ 55 7 
ugs with theſe men, Ma- 
4 Rid the gentleman : * c they haye 
<< for What they do.” = 

vb er, and retired. 
Indeed n muſt? N one ebf 


| 2 + Indeed! you mult faid the other 5 


door frontihg Wo ord Str Kip the he i an nobody, 1 in another 
cers, \ſtepping-t her, wv A 6. enf ng, © be” appligdiito,] who will 
they had anAftionagaiuſtier | it fo fine 4 +; 8 {i i | 
She Waß tetrified, eie. ww 47 nel . 
turned pales? 5 2 * y labs. an re Orders were 
Adi | ſhe, 93 DEP _gwen Aticblarly for th ate She had 
6 wal have Committe . — . ct Wards: dhe ne t aſk and 
Lord bleſs ate de Men, what bays. She whnJ&@mly Be carried io the 
* you 2 2 * bag 42 T2 1 q ces houle,” ttt . 2 "CO 91d be 
c That 0 our vil la- made The. TP ad lodged 
nf dam? F £2 5 N oe = 5 8 hz46 ed Wha? "Hi 15 ; ih her 
« Priſoner, LW e me 10 rr ety 


. ie 1 Neri 88 Pe 
(ou muſt 88 with us: r 


« with Ea am hot uſed to go ich | 


A ndeed you rad | 
8 — 8 ES 


cers. We have aa ny 


1 HET 0% with us; and . 2 58 
by ' thall-know ac ne FM 2.9 


Funai! ſaid the charming i innocent; 25 


0 1 don't know what you mean. Pray, 
men, don't lay hands upon me; 
(they offering to put her into the chair.) 
——* T am not uſed to be thus treated I 
have done nothing to deſerve it.“ 
She then ſpied thy villain—* O thou 
4: fon id he, © e 


** 


rid q : 


| 8— e enn, 
R oft o „e door refit — 
0 on not be carried to the Wo- 
man e 0 Jie, at 1 your i 
4 3 than: rn le 8 


ere is 5 i 

In High Holbourn, Madam.“ 

* I know. not where High Holbourn 
© is: butany-where, except to the wo- 
man's. — Bot am TI to go with mer 


„ only?“ 


Looking about ber, and ſeeing the 
three . to 3 that leading to 
; Henrietta 


878 ekantssa 


| wende, AA this was io a Clariſſa! 85 
5 * 5 


Henrietta Street, that to King Street, 
and the fore- right one, to Bedford 
Street, crouded, ſhe ſtarted . Any- 
© where—Any- where,” ſaid ſhe, 5 but 
te thewoman's!'—And ſtepping into 


Ihe chair, threw berſelf on the ſeat, in 
the utmoſt - diſtreſs. and confuſion | 


Carry me carry v me out of fight— 
Cover me Cover me vp for ever!” 
Were her words. 


E through a vaſt crowd of people. 
Here I muſt reſt. I can write no- 
more at preſent. Only, Lovelace, re- 


the office ber's Houſee. | 
Several people followed ar = "A 7 


the very houſe, which is ind Wretobed 


one of dhe enquirers, f 
Bs vled: and they ſoon 
0 . in ber fight. - 


.court.. Sally was thete on ſatisfied 
gentlewoman would be 3 
ere SEW 
-: Dorcas was alſe there; but came not 
Sally, as a favour, of- 
fered to carry her to her former lodg - 
-ings » but ſne declared, that they ſnould 
Carry her thither a orpferif they did. 
Very gentle uſage the wothen boaſt 


© of: fo woulda vulture, could it ſpeak, - 


with the entrails of it's-prey;vpon it's 


that they had authofity 10 take * : 
© ſo l ſubmitted; But nov, what ĩs to 


gs 


rapacious talons, Of this you'll: Jodge 
Tron what I have de fecit. 


1 aſked, What was meant by this. 4 


age of her ?—* People told me, ſaid 
7 „ I-muft go with. the an: — 


be the * ee vio- 


© lence ?? 


-- *Fheend;" faid theetle Sally Martin, ; 


'© is, for honeſt people to 255 err 


8 Cz Sent 


© Bleſs me! babe 1 Ken andy any- 
« thing chat belongs 49- thoſe Who have 


* 55 who do youtbioks Miſe Mar” 


x lowe; for I underſtand, ſaid the 


Furſed ęreature, you are not mar- 


"IR * xjed ;—who do you think is towpay for 


your board and your lolgings ! — ſuch 


. « handſome lodgings! — for fo long a 


Klee you were gt Mrs. Sinclair's?“ 


of 11 are ne 


* 


What lan 


2 7 K unhappy lady fainted aw i 
Fete was taken out of the chair at 4 
l : me how !] and lifting them u 


1 


er * 
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6 Martin!—(I think you are Miſs Mar- 
tin.) - And is this the cauſe of ſuch 
* a diſgractful inſult upon me in the 
open ſtreets'?? 

And cauſe enough, Miſs Har have,: : 


in (fond of gratifying her jealous revenge, 


by calling her %%) One hundred 
* and fifty guineas, or pounds, is no 


ſmall ſum to loſe—And by a young 

Creature who would-bave b 

Th; villain drew the curtain: ſhehad | 
wer: and they went away with 


ilked ber | 
4 „ lodgings? | bt / 
'£:' You amaze me, Miſs. Martin! 
nage do you talk in? 
Bill my ladgings l. What is that? 
- She flood Aegi, and filentfor- A 
few moments. 


But 'recqvering herſelf, and. turning 


from her to the windows, ſhe wrung 
her hands, {The curſed Sally ſhewed 

* Now, 
Lovelace Now indeed do I think I 
Ly ought to forgive hee But who ſhall 
forgive Clariſſa 'Harlowe ! —O my 
8 e- my brother! Tender mer- 
eleies were your eruelties to this!? 


8 After a pauſe, her handkerchief dry- 


ing uß her falling tears; ſhe turned to 
Sally: Noav have I nothing to do but 
* acquieſeb+-Only let me ſay, That if 
© this aunt of yours, this Mrs. Sinclair, 


or this man, this Mr. Lovelace, come 


© near me or if I am carried to the 
„ h6rrid-houſe , (for that, I ſuppoſe, 
< is the deſigu of this new outrage) 
4 „Sea mereiful to the poor Clariſſa 
©: Harlowe!. Look to theconſequence! 
Lask, I charge you, bs the conſe- 
c. Juen; : 
The vile wpetch told "her, It was 
-not deſigned to carry her any- whither 
againſt her will but; if it were, they 
ſhould take gare not to be frighted again 
by a penkpife.. 

She caſt up her eyes to Heaven, and 
Was filent—And- went to the fartheſt 
corner of the room, and, fitting down, 
threw herhandketchief over ber face. 

Sally aſked her ſeveral queſtions; but 


ped this power over me -I have not anſwering her, ſhe told her, ſhe 


© Bas very valuable things behind me; would wait her n when | 
have taken nothing a 7 that is ſhe had found hex ſpeech; 
y own.” | | e She ordered the prophe to: {her to 


eat and drink. She muſt be ang 
Notbing but her prayers; and tears, 
: r thing !'—were the mercileſs de- 
BE ee ords, as ſhe owned to ae enkb 
think I did not curſe her? 5 
She went away; and, after her own T 
dinner, returned. 


2 l n, by this. devil's 


Ga, 


3 * 
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account of her, then ſeemed either mor- 
tified into meekneſs, or s made a 
reſolution not to be provoked by the 
inſults of this curſed creature. | 

Sally enquired, in her preſence, whe- 
ther ſhe had eat or drank any-thing; 
and being told by the woman, that ſhe 
could not prevail upon her to taſte a 
morſel, or drink a drop, ſhe ſaid, © This 


© 1s wrong, Miſs Harlowe! — Very 
0 „ religion, I think, 


© ſhould teach you, that ſtarving your- 
« ſelf is ſelf-murder.* 
She anſwered not. | ; 
The wretch owned, ſhe was reſolved 
to make her ſpeak. | | 
She aſked, if Mabell ſhould attend 
her, till it were ſeen what her friends 


would do for her, in diſcharge of the 


debt ?—* Mabell,” ſaid ſhe, © has not 
yet earned the cloaths you were ſo 
good as to give her. | | 
© Am I not worthy an anſwer, MI 
'* Harlowe?” e X 
I would anſwer you,” (ſaid the 
ſweet ſufferer, without any emotion) 
jf I knew how.“ 8 
T have ordered pen, ink, and paper, 
© to be brought you, Miſs Harlowwe. 


There they are. I know you love 


< writing. Vou may write to whom 
© 'you pleaſe. Your friend, Miſs Howe, 
© will expect to hear from you.“ 
I have no friend,” faid ſne. I de- 
© ſerve none. 2 NTT 
Rowland, for that's the officer's 
name, told her, She had friends enow to 
pay the debt, if ſhe would write. 
Sde would trouble nobody ſhe had 
no friends was all they could get from 
her, while Sally ſtaid: but yet ſpoken 
with a patience of ſpirit, as if ſhe en- 
Joyed her priefs. FE . 
Type inſolent creature went away, or- 


dering them, in the lady's hearing, to be 


very civil to her, and to let her want for 


nothing. Now had ſhe, ſhe owned; the 


triumph of her heart over this haughty 
beauty, who kept them all at ſuch diſ- 
tance in their own houſe! „ 
Mat thinkeft thou, Lovelace, of this ! 
This avretch's triumph was over a 
Clariſſa ! | 1 
About fix in the evening, Rowland's 
Vife preſſed her to drink tea. She ſaid, 
he had rather have a glaſs of water; 


* 


for her tongue was ready to cleave to 


the roof of her mouth. PR 

The woman brought her à glaſs, and 
ſome bread and butter. She tried to 
3 ' a 58 r 


HARLOW E. h 879 


taſte the latter : but could not ſwallow 
it: but eagerly drank the water; lift- 


ing up her eyes in thankfulneſs for 
that!!! 5 | 
The divine Clariſſa, Lovelace re- 
duced to rejoice: for a cup of cold wter ! 
Hy whom reduced? 


About nine o' clock ſhe aſked, if y- 


body were to be her bedfellow. 

Their maid, if ſhe pleaſed; or, as 
ſhe was ſo weak and ill, the girl ſhoult 
fit up with her, if ſhe choſe ſhe ſhould. 

She choſe to be alone both night and 
day, ſhe ſaid. But might ſhe not he 
truſted with thekeys of the room where 


ſhe was to lie down; for ſhe ſhould not 


put off her cloaths ! | 
That, they told her, could not be. 
She was afraid not, ſhe. ſaid. - But 
indeed ſne would not get away, if ſhe 
could. | ; 
: They told me, that they yo but one 
bed, beſides that they lay in themſelves, 
(which they would fain have had her 
accept of) and befides that their maid 


lay in, in a garret, which they called a 


hole of a garret : and that {bat one bed 
was the priſoner's bed; which they 
made ſeveral apologies to me about. 1 
ſuppoſe it is ſhocking enough. - — . 
5 Hor che lady would not lie in theirs. 
Was ſhe not a priſoner? ſhe ſaid Let 
her have the priſoners room. 
Vet they owned that ſhe ſtarted, when 
-ſhe was conducted thither, But reco- 
vering herſelf, * Very well, ſaid the— 


Why ſhould not all be of a piece? 
© Why ſhould not my wretebedneſs be 


© compleat? | 1 

She found fault that all the faſtenings 
were on the outſide, and none within; 
and ſaid, She could not truſt herlelf in 
a room, where others could come 1n at 


their pleaſure, and ſhe not go out. She 


had not been uſed to it 111 -* L! 
Dear, dear ſoul !—My tears flow as 
I crite Indeed, Lovelace, ſbe had not 
been ujed to ſuch treatment. EE 
They aſſured her, that it was as much 
their duty to protect her from other 
3 inſults, as from eſcaping her- 
| 1 N . 2h b 3 
Then they were people of moye! 
nour, ſhe ſaid, than the had been of late 
uſed to. 5 
- She aſked, If they knew Mr. Love- 
lace? | ge * 
No,“ was their anſwer...  - 
* Have you heard of him??? 
6 No.“. S 146 | 8 * 
Cor Well 


* 
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K. wel then, you may be bod fort - 


af folks in your way; 
Pee bere a moment, Lovelace ogy 


| x 1 ate Sek If ; hould 
fend any word to her lodgings? _ 
FTheſe are my 
1 they not ?: was all her anſwer. 
She ſat up in a chair all night, the 
5 Sack inſt the door; having, itſeems, 
thruſt a broken piece of a poker through 
the ſtaples where the WED had » on 
heath im ved Ns % * 


* * 

- Nexr- morning Sally and Pally both 
Sent to viſit her. 

She had begged of- Sally the day be- 
fore, that ſhe-might not ſee Mrs. Sin- 
clair, nor Doreas, nor the broken · tooth · 
; ed ſervant, called William. 


Polly would have ingratiated herſelf : 


with her; and pretended to be concerned 
for her misfortunes. But ſhe took no 
more notice of her than of the other. 

They aſked, If ſhe had any com- 


mands If ne had, ſhe only need to 


mention what they were, and ſhe monks 
be obeyed. | 

« None at all,” ſhe ſaid. a 

How did the like the people of the 
houſe? Were they civil to her? 

Pretty well, conſidering the had no 
money to give them. 


Would ſhe accept of any money 5. 1 


| -They could put it to her account. 
She would contract no debts. 
Had ſhe any money about her? 


She meekly put her hand in tr | 
led ont half a guinea, © 
Ves, I have a lie-: 
© tle.—But here ſhould be ſees paid, I 


ket, and 
pou A 910 filver. 


believe. Should there not ?—I have 


© heardofentrance- e eee e 5 


© for not being ſtript. But theſe peo 
ple are very civil people, Ifaney; for 
5 pcm haye not Sy to take ay - 
6; +clounths.” : 3 

2 Fey haye orders 1 to HE: civil to 
r 
ary int, 4: 

But we two will bail you," 1 ih, 
| | + go back _—_ us 0 Mrs. 
©" a N ; . 

Not for the world | 1? 
81. Hera are are very e bert. 
ments. 
405 Tus fitter for. thoſe . own 


lodgings now—are 


© The fitter for me!? 

© You be very happ Mike 
„ 2 y y ver, V. 
I hope I shall.“ 

.- © If you refuſe to extordrink, we will ; 


give bail, and take you with us. 


Then L try to eat and drink. 
Anything but go with you.” . _ 
Will you not ſend to your new lodg- 
© ings? —The it 7 dae Arid ” 
So they will, if I fend, Sothey will, 

© if they know Where am. 

But have you no things to ſend for 
* from thence? 

© There is what will pay for their 
« -lodgin s and trouble: 1 ſhall not 
leſſen their ſecurity.” 

But perhaps letters or meſſages r may 
be left for you there.“ 

I have very few friends; and to 
thoſe I be, I will ſpare the mortifi- 
cation o knowing what has befallen 
We, 
We are forrized at your indiffe- 
4. rence, Mifs/Harlowe, Will you not 
< write to any of your friends N 
* No.“ 8 
© Why, you. don't think of tarrying 

e always? 

II ſhall not live always,” | 
Do you think you are to ſtay here 
© as long as you live!? | 
That's as it ſhall pleaſe Gvd, 5 he 
* thoſe who have brought me hither," 

Should you like to be at liberty?“ 

© I am miſerahle ! What is liberty 
© to the miſerable, but to be mare miſe- 
« rable!' | . 

Hoao miſerable, Mi fee —Y ou 

may make yourlelf as happy a as you 

© pleaſe." | 
I hope you are both happy.” 

« We are. 

May you bemoreand et · 
But e. to be ſo too. aPpy 
I T ſhall never be of your opinion, 1 
© believe; as to what happineſs 1 5 
What do you take our den of 
5 happineſs c ba??? 
J To live at Mrs. Sinclair's. 
Perhaps, ſaid Sally, we were once 


= a aa” a 


4 as ſqueamiſh and. narrow minded Js 


you. y 
Ho came it over with you ?* 
-<4 Becauſe we faw the ri . ; 
of prudery ?: 
8 Bo you come hichertoperſyad 
© to hate prudery, as yon cal 
fs £96 as-youdo??... | 

We came ober ſervices . 

t ö p 


- 
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"© Tt is out of your power to ſerve” 
4 me. 5 
Perhaps not.” 
It is not in myindlination to troyble 
vou. K 4 Ec 
Nou may be worſe offered. 
Herhaps I may. 
© You are mighty ſhort, Mi. 
As I with your viſit to be, ladies.” 
They owned to me, that they erseked 
their fans, and laughed. 
I. Adieu, perverſe beauty,” 
© Your ſervant; ladies.” 
Adieu, havughty-airs !“ 
"© You ſes me humbled— + 
As you deſerve, Mit Harlowe. 
Pride will have a fall.?“ 
Better fall, with what Jon call pr ide, 


. 


than ſtand: with meannels. 98 


Who does?“ | 
I had ence à better opinion of you, 
« Miſs Horton I- Indeed vou ſhould 
© not inſolt the miſerable.* + 
Neither ſhould the miſerable,” ſaid” 
Sally,” 6 inſut poopie for er. civi- 
ent.. e 5 
«FT mould be ſorry if I aid. W 
_< Mrs. Sinclair ſhall attend you by- 
© and-by,; to know if. you have any: 
commands for her.“ 
I have no wiſh for any Hberky; but 


that of refuſing to lee wo Rd one 


more perſon.“ 

What we came for, was to know” 
if you had any propoſals to make for 
'* your enlargement.” 

Then, it ſeems, the whey ut in. 
Vou have very good friends, Madam, 
© I underſtand, Is it not better that 
« you make it up? Charges will run 
© high. © A hundred and fifty guineas - 
are eaſier paid than two hundred. ' 
Let theſe ladies bail you, and go along 

„with them; or write to 8 friends 
to make it up. 

_ Sally £ ſaid, I esd is a gentleman 
© 'who*ſaw you taken, and was ſo much 
moved for you, Mi Harlowe, that 
NE would gladly advance the money 
© for you, and ſeave you te pay it 


hen you can.“ 


See, Lovelace, what curſed devil 
theſe are! This is the way, we know, 
that many an innocent heart is thrown. 


upon keeping, and then upon the town, 
But for theſe wretches thus to go to 
work with ſuch an angel as this How 


glad would have been the deviliſn Sally, 
to have had the leaſt handle to report to 
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thee a liſtening ear, or a patient ſpirits 
upon this hint! a | 

Sir, faid ſhe, with high indigna- 
tion, to the officer, did you not ſay 
* laſt night, that it was as much your 
© buſineſs to protect me from the in- 
© ſults of others, as from-eſcaping ?—- 
Cannot I be permitted to ſee whom I 

e pleaſe; and to refuſe ante, to 
« thole I like not?? 


© Your creditors, Madam, will. er- 


e to ſee you. 
Not, if 1 declare: 1 wil not west 


with them.” - 
Then, Madam, you will be ent : 


«to priſc 

2 1 on.“ 

« call thy houſe !? i 
Not a priſon, Madam. 41 


© Why theſe iron · barred windowg, 


© then! Why theſe double locks and 


©. bolts all on the outſide, wane on the. 
c in?? 

And down ſhe dropt into her chai * 
and they could not get another 4 
from her. She threw her handker- 


chief over her face, as one before, 
which was ſoon wet with tears; and 


grievouſly, they own, ſhe ſobbed. 


Gentle treatment, Lewelace e cg 


haps thou, as well ag theſe. erke 
wilt think it ſo! : 
Sally then ordered a dinner, and ſaid, 


thew would ſoon be back again, an 


ſee that ſhe eat and drank, as 4 good, 


. Chriftian ſhould, comporting herfelf. to 


her andifei, and making the an of, 
it 
What has _ this: charming crea- 


ture ſuffered, what has ſhe not gaue 6 


through, in theſe laſt three months, 


that I know of !-—-Who would think 


ſuck a delicately- framed perſon. could 


have-ſuſtained what ſhe has ſuſtained !. - | 


We ſometimes talk of bravery, of cou - 
rage, of fortitudei Here they are in per - 
fection l Such bravoes as thou and I. 
ſhovld never have been able to ſupport 
ourſelyes under half the perſecutions, 
the diſappointments, and contumelies, 


that Jbe has met with; but, like.cow- 5 


ards, ſhould have ſlid out of the world, 
baſely, by ſome back-door; that is to 
ſay, by a ſword, by a piſtol, by a hal- 
ter, or knife; ene here is a fine - prin- 
cipled woman, who, by dint of his 


noble conſideration, as Limagine[What 


elle can. ſupport her ?]—thar ſhe has 
uot deſer ved the ewig ſbe contends > 
is ; an 


riſon, friend 1—What 4 doſt non | 


” 
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L —_— this- auer l irdefigned: but as a 


5 Hate e eee and that ſne 
2 ther and better; puts 
up Sls hardſhips of the Journey; 


not to be diverted from her courſe” - 


by trace of thie cus and robbers, or 


any othet terrorb and difficultics; being 


_ to an ample reward atthe end 1 


If thou thinkeſt this eee un- 
churasteriſtick from a companion and 


friend of thine, imagineſt thou, that I 
Proſſted nothing by my long attendance 
on my uncle in his dying ſtate; and 
' - Fbom the pions reflections“ of, the good 
| clergyman, who, day by da as at the poor 


mans own requeſt; viſited and prayed 
by him? —And could! I have che 
ſuch inſtance f this, to bann al theſe 
refle&ions home to me? 

hen who can write of good perſons, 
and of god ſubjects, and be capable 
of admiring them, and not be ma 1 
rious of e time And hence ma 
gather what a benefit to the — of 


men the keeping of good company muſt 


be; while thoſe who keep only bar, 
muſt neceſſarily more and 1 harden, 


and be hardened. Bo 


+ * 
+ iS twelve of the 4 ir 
night I ö can think of nothin «auch, Por of- 
| th 5 excellent! creature. 


8 * DR n 


iſtreſſes 
and my N 5 7 Was 
2 a quatter of an hour; but 
3s gone off And Iwill conti- 
nue the melancholy ſubjec from the in- 
formation of theſe wretches. Enough. 


I- dare ſay; Will ariſe in the viſit 1 ſhall 


Make, if admitted to- morrow, to ſend 


b thy-ſervant, as to the wy wer rd : 
to find her in. 91-4 
After the women” had left her; the: © 

| complained of her head and her heart; 


and ſeemed: terrified with apprehen - 


nns of e eee a8 rom ace 


| clair's. : 
- *Rofufing any: thing for breakfaſt, / * 
Mrs. Rowland came up to berg and 


toſch her; (as theſe wretehes owned they 


45 ordered: her, for fear ſhe ſould 
Sherfelf) that ſhe mut and ſpον,jỹ 


have tea, and bread and butter: and 
that, as me had friends who could ſup- 


port her if ſne wrote to them, it aS 


2 wrong . For herſelf and 


them; to ſtarye herſelf thus. 


= Te it be for your” own Jakes,” ſaid 


that is another thing: let eoffee, 
1, or chocolate, or what you 


-—_ 
: £50 , 
. FE 5 „ „ 2 4 
* 


Wan 


vill, be got: and put down a chicken 
* to my account every day, if you 
« pleaſe, and eat it yourſelves. T will | 
çtaſte it, if T1can, I would do no- 

* thing to hinder you. 
© will. pay» you berally. when. they 
© know I am gone.“ 

They wondered: they told her, at her 
 Rrangs compoſure. i in ſuch diltreſſes. 

: They,were nothing, ſhe ſaid, io auhat 
fhe had ſuffered already ſtom the vileſt. 
of all men. The -diſgrace of ſeizing 
her in the ſtreetz,z1ultitudes of people 
about her; ſhockingimputations wound 

18 ears; had indeed been very af- 

ito her. But that was —— — 


es, red ng. ſoon. would !—And ſhe. 


ſhould be ſtill more compoſed, were it 
not for the apprehenſions of :ſecing one 


man, and one woman; and being trick - 

ed-or-foreed back te the vileſt houſe in 

the world. in 3 
Then were it not Sat to give way» 


to the two gentle women's offer to bail 5 


her?—They could tell her, it was 
very kind proffer; and what. was not to 
be met with every dag. 
e ladies might, y: ls 
with her going et ze ie to 
- which ſhe had ſuch an antipathy. Then 
the compaſſionate gentleman, who was 
inclined to make it up with her credi-- 
tors on her own. bondrels was ſtrange 
to them ſhe bearkened et te ſo . 
rous a propoſal. 
Did the bo ladies ell you wha the 
« gentleman' was?—Or, did they lay” : 
"TIO" re on that ſubjectꝰ +. 
es, they did. Ay hinted to me, 


ſaid the woman, that you had nothing 
to do, but to receiveia viſit from the | 


Free and the money, they be- 
*. lieved, would: be Ind down on, _ 
5 own bond or note. 

_ i mg G 4, FOG 8 by mY 

. © 1-charge- you, lay CTY ou 
will N one day to my — 45 , 
that you bring no gentleman, into my 


80 company. I charge you. don't. If 


vou do, you know not what 0 be 
the conſequen ee. 

They - apprehended. no has. conſes, 
.quence,; they ſaid, in doing their duty; 
and if ſue knew not her own goqd, her 
friends would thank them for taking 


any innocent ſteps to ferve hers though, 8 


againſt her Will. 
- + Don't puſn me upon extremities, 4 
F man —Bon make me — 


my 


3 


1 have friends 8 


J 
. 


fee how 


CEARTISSA 'HAR LOWE, 


© woman! —T.have no ſmall difficulty, 
q notwithſtanding; the ſeeming compo- 
ſure you juſt now took notice of, to 
bear, as I ought to bear, the aw ee 
< ſuffer... But if you bring a man-or 
men to me, be the rande robat i it 
op ax i lene, TW 

She ſtopt than: ee ee, 
ly, and 15 wildly,” they ſaid, that they 
did not kno put ſhe would do ſome: 
harm to herſelf, if they diſobeyed her; 
and that would be a ſad thing 
houſe, and might be their rum. They 
rherefore promĩſed, that no man ſhould 
be brought to her but by her on con- 
ſent. 

Mrs. Rowland pivailed- on Veri 
drink a-diſtieftex; 0 taſte ſome Bread 
and butter, about eleven on Saturday 
morning: Which ſhe probabl did, to 
Have an excuſe not to dine wi ene, 


But ſhe would not quit kr prifors: 
«room as ſhe called-i it, ID: into. Weir 
our. 


men when they returbed. 


8 Bae and 8 ' 


apartment, ſhe ſaid, had bee, 
an appearance for ber mind. . 

A ſhower fallingy as ſhe poke, 
6+ What, ſaid ſhe;- looking mes 8 0 
the elements weep for me 

At another time, the light bidde ſan 
was irkſome to her! The ſun ſeemed 
to ſhine in to mocks her woes. 

£ Methought, added ſne, his un 
Fi darting ia, and gilding theſe iron bars, 
c plays upon me, like the two women, 
© who-cameto in fult my haggard locks 

„by the won beauty; and my dejected 

6 heart, by the word haughty-airs;! 

Sally came agaimatidioner-time;t07 
fe fared, as the told her; And 
that ſhe dic not-fatverherſelf; and; as 
ſhe wanted to have ſome taſł with her, 
if ſhe ee the Oe dive 
Win ; IIS "VN 

0 I cannot. eat. 0 

wy You mult try, Miſe klar hase, 


And, dinner being ready juſt then, ("IP 
offered: her hand, and red er to 
walk: dow ne 2 

Noz the would, no fir out of ber 

room. 155 


Theſe ſullen ais won't By Miſs 
0 Harloave: indeed 1275 won't,” 8 
She was ſilent: :/ 3h 
_ 5 You will have harder uſage than 
many you have ever yet known, I can 

5-tell you, if you come not into ee 
. humour 1 to-make matters — 


e 87 r ts 


© Let me entreat you, do. Miſs Hor- 


: W none. 


in their 


; 45 „ you are obliged to me, I. 


1 


1 e Uu. I Will. ſend up a plate. - 
; away. the 20D +. Ws aged 0 
tered down. 38 * yy 1 
4 ene d Ained, 
el * — N "hab 5 28 
Weil, Wache would” 


4 fu len airs, theſe Ne wonder ther : 


he 


She was ſtill ſilent; - 3 
Come, Miſs, walk down to r 55 


ton is below : the was onee your fy 
45 Vourite.“ 
She waited: for an Anſwer: but re» 
„We came'to make- me propoſals 
© to you, for your good; though you 
affronted us ſo Nate tely. — we 
« would not let Mrs, Sinelair come in 
eee becauſe, we ought to yy 
© you. 
s This i is 19 054 obliging.” 1 
Come, give me your. (AW 2 


can tell you that: and let us 3 
5 to Miſs Horten“ | 


5 this room. 
Would you. 9 me and Mi ifs: 
5 Horton dine in this filthy bed room? 
It is not a bed. room to me. I 
c pe not been in bed; op will; while! 
am here. | 
And yet yon care not, as Iſe, to 
© leave the houſe. And ſo you . 
*. go down, Miſs Harlowe?* + 
I. Won't, exerpe I am/ forced toy 


Well, well, let it alone. I ma'm't 
c alt MiſpHorton to dine in this room, 


8 it ey pret! 


5 e een * ang buy RP" 
on,” f 


$- Mabinks, * Hig Sally, you 
care à little ſoily, to what we have een 


you. Pity ch a nice lady ſhould 
not have changes of apparel!l Wby 
won't you ſend to your lodgings for 

© linen, at leaſt!? 
I am not nite now.“ 
* Miſs looks well and en in any- 
thing; ſaid Polly. But, dear Ma- 
dam, why won't you ſend to your 
lodgings? Were it but in kindneſs 
to the people? They muſt have a con - 
cern about yolks And Tone Miſs: 
Howe 


1 


„F 


> ,. * mi 


| with her tears, from her, and held her 


Polty#* --+- - 


row, 


* as band Mait. Prior es 


_ 


© Howe will wonder what's become of 
« you; for, no doubt, you correſpond.” 
Se turned from them, and, to ber- 
ſelf, faid, © Too much! Too nuch! 
Sbe toſſed her handkerchief, wet hefore 


apron to her eye = 4 


A 

* © Don't weeps Miſs P ſaid the vile 
Vet do, tell the viler Sally, Git 
ill beau relief. Nothing, as Mr. 


Lovelace once told me, dries ſooner 


© than tears. For once I too wept 


mighty, 


1 cobid not bear the recital of this 
with patience, - Vet I curſed them not 
ſo much as T ſhould have done, had I 
not had a mind to get from them all 
the particulars of their gentle treat: 
ment: and this for two reaſons; the: 
one, that I might ſtab thee to the heart 
with the repetition; the other, that 1 : 
might know upon what terms, I am. 
likely to ſee the unhappy lady to- mot - 

N R % RT SY] 


Well, but Miſs Harlow," cried 
Sally, do you think theſe Forlorn airs 
© pretty? Lou are à good chriſtian, 


child. Mrs. Rowland tells me, ſhe 


bas got you a Pible- ock Othereit 


_ © lies!-—T make no doubt, but you 


© have doubled down the HH. plac dy; 


Then n r it up Ay, 


© ſo you havens he Book / Je One 


mamma made ie fine Bible-ſcho-. 
© lar, —Ecolgfegftreustoo'!— That's A- 
„ pocrypha d they. call it——You 
© fre, Miſs Horton K know ſomething 


<; of tk b 8 
They propoſed onee more to bail her, 
and to go home with them. A motion 


whirh ſhe received with the ſame in- wantedne | 
| convince ber of the c 


ug 
2 * 4 
* 


dignation as before. 


Sally told her, That me had written ; 


in. a very favoufable manner, in her 


behalf, to you; and that ſhe every hour 


exptcted an anſwer; and made no doubt, 
that you would come up with the meſ- 
ſenger, and generouſſy pay the whole 
debt, and aſk her pardon for neglect- 
in it. ö : 

bis diſturbed her ſo much, that 


they feared ſhe would have fallen into 


fits. 
ſhe ſaid. 


She could not bear your nme, 
She hoped ſhe ſhould never 


ſee you more: and were you to intrude 


yourſelf , dreadful conſequences might 
follow. A 


CLARISSA HARLOWE. 


Surely, they ſaid, ſhe wonld be glad 
to be releaſed from her confinement, 
Indeed ſhe ſhould, now they had be. 
gun to alarm her with Vis name, who 


was the author of all her woes: and 


who, ſhe no.] ſaw plainly, gave way to 


this new outrage, in order to bring her 


to his on infamous terms. 


ur then, dier ted, would ge 


not write to her friend to pay Mrs. 
Sinclair's demand? 7M, ; * e 

\ Becauſe ſug hoped ſhe ſhould not long 
trouble a and becauſe the 
knew, that the payment of the money, 
if ſhe thould be able to pay it, was not 
what. Was aimed alt- 5 

Sally owned, that ſhe told ber, That, 


truly, ſhe had thought herſelf as well 


deſcended, and as well educated, as 
Berſalß; though not entitled to ſuch 
conſiderable fortunes. And had the 
impudence to inſiſt upon it to me to be 


She had the inſolence to add, to tbe 


lady, That ſne had as much reaſon ag, 


He, to expect Mr. Lovelace would © 


matry her; he having contracted to da 


ſo before he knew Miſs Clariſſa Har- 
lowe: and that the had it under his 
hand and ſeal too or elſe he bad not 
obtained his end: therefore it was not 
likely ſhe ſhould beo officious as to do 


his work againſt herſelf, if the thought 


Mr. Lovelace had deſigns upon her, 
like what ſhe preſumed to hint at: that, 
for her part, her only view: was, to 


procure liberty to a young gentle wo- 


man, who made thoſe things . 
to her which would not be made ſuch a 
rout about by anybody elſe—and to 
ad the Paying. a juſt debt to 
er friend Mrs: Sinclar. 
She beſought them to leave her. She 
wanted mot theſe inſtances, ſhe ſaid, to 
pany ſne was 
in: and told them, that, to get rid of 


ſuch viſitors, and of the ſtill worſe ſne 


was apprebenſve of, ſhe would write 
to one friend to raiſe the money for her; 
though it would be death for her to do 
ſo; becauſe that friend could not do it 
without her mother, in -whoſe eye it 
would give a ſelfiſh appearance to a 
friendſhip that was above all ſordid al- 
loys. 

"They adviſed her to write out of 
haud. | Ls 
But how much muſt I write for? 
© What is the ſum? Should I not have 
had a bill delivered me? God knows, 

: eee 
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\ 


a „ „ „ a 


that could treat me as he has done, 


could do this!“ 


Don't ſpeak againſt Mr. Lovelace, 
Miſs Harloave. He is a man I greatly 
eſteem.“ [Curſed toad !] * And,* bat- 
ing that he will take his advantage, 
whe 


women, he is a man of honour.” 
She lifted up her hands and eyes, in- 
ſtead of ſpeaking: and well ſhe might! 
For any words ſhe conld have uſed, 
could not have expreſſed the anguiſh ſhe 
muſt feel, on being comprehended in 
the US: Os 


CLARISSA HARLOWE, 


1 took not your lodgings: But he © manded'of me. 
* 


re he can, of us filly credulous 


She muſt write for one hundred and 


fifty guineas, at leaſt: two hundred, if 
ſhe were ſhort of money, might as well 


. be written for. | 


Mrs. Sinclair, ſhe ſaid, had all her 


cloaths. Let them be ſold, fairly ſold, 


and the money go as far as it would go. 


She had alſo a few other valuables; but 


.'no. money. (none at all) but the poor 
*half-guinea, and the little filver they 


had ſeen, She would give bond to pay 


all that her apparel, and the other 
matters ſhe had, would fall ſhort of. 


She had great effects belonging to her 
of right. Her bond would, and muſt, 
be paid, were it for a thouſand pounds. 


But her cloaths ſhe ſhould never want. 
She believed, if not too much under- 


valued, thoſe, and her few valuables, 
would anſwer every - thing. She wiſhed 
for no ſurplus hut to diſcharge the laſt 
expences; and forty ſhillings would do 


as well for thoſe as forty pounds. Let 


© my ruin, ſaid ſhe, lifting up her 
eyes, be LARGE! Let it be CoM- 
„ PLEAT; tn this life For a compuſi- 
tion, let it be COMPLEAT.* And 
there ſhe ſtopped. . 
The wretches could not help wiſhing 
to me for the opportunity of making 
ſach a purchaſe for their own wear, 
How I curſed them! and, in my heart, 
thee ! But too probable,” thought I, 
© that this vile Sally Martin may hope, 


{Though thou art incapable of it! 
© that her Lovelace, as ſhe has the aſ- 


ſurance, behind thy back, to call thee, 
may preſent her with ſome of the poor 


5. lady's ſpoils!” 


Will not Mrs; Sinclair,” proceeded 


mne, think my cloaths a ſecurity, till 
they can be ſold? They are very 


< good cloaths. A ſuit or two but juſt 


hey coſt much more than is de. 


FR... ut on, as it werez never worn, 
4 K 
\ 


\ 


thee to the heart. 


their meaſures,” 


My father lomed to 
£ ſee me fine—All ſhall go. But let 


© me have the particulars of her de- 


mand. I ſuppoſe I muſt pay far my 
* defiroyer” {That was her well- adapt- 
ed word] © and his ſervants, as well as 
for myſelf. —I am content to do fo, 
Indeed I am content to do ſo-I am 
© above wiſhing,” that any-body, who 
could thus act, ſhould be fo much 
expoſtulated with, as to the juſti 
and equity of this payment. If IL 
have but enough to pay the demand, 
I ſhall be ſatisfied; and will leate 
the baſeneſs of ſuch an action /as 
this, as an aggravation of a guilt 
which I thought could zot be aggra- 
Cynted; 25545 51; 5 
I own, Lovelace, I have malice in 
this particularity, in order to ſtin 
And, let me at 
thee, What now thou canſt think of 


A WM 6 6a K K * 


thy barbarity, thy unprecedented bar- 
barity, in having reduced a perſon of 
her rank, fortune, talents, and virtue, 


ſo low? - 
The wretched. women, it muſt be 
owned, act but in their profeſſion; a 


profeſſion thou haſt been the prineipal 


means of reducing theſe two to abt i. 


And they know what thy deſigns have 
been, and how far proſecuted. It is, 


in their opinions, uſing her gentiy, 
that they have forborne tg bring to her 
the woman ſo juſtly 6dious to her; and 
that they have not threatened her with 
the introducing to her ſtrange men: 
nor yet brought into her company their 
ſpirit-breakers, and humbling-dranes, 


(fellows not allowed to carry ſtings) 


to trace and force her back to their de- 
teſted houſe; and, when there, into all 


Till I came, they thought thou 


wouldſt not be diſpleaſed at any-thing 
| ſhe ſuffered, that could help to mortify 


her into a ſtate of ſhame and diſgrace; 


and bring her to comply with thy views, 


when thou ſhouldſt come to releaſe her 


from theſe wretches, as from a greater 


evil than cohabiting with the. 
When thou conſidereſt theſe things, 
thou wilt make no difficulty of believ- 


ing, that this their own account off 


their behaviour to this admirable'ws- 
man has been far ſhort of their inſults: 
and the leſs, when I teil thee, chat, 
all together, their uſage had ſuch ef- 
fects upon her, that they left her in 
violent byſtericks; ordering an apothe- 


cary 


88 5 | 


— to» 
P ü on Me ee 


| 
= 


Le 


2 pen, they ſaid, ſhe might 


CLARISSA 


eary-to be ſent for, if ſhe ſhovld-con- 
inne in them, and be worſe; and par. 
ticularly, (as they had done from the 
uſt) that they kept out of her way any 
edged or pointed inſtrument; eſpecially 
e penknife; which, pretending to mend 


for. 
At twelve Saturday night, Rowland 


ſent to tell them, that ſhe was ſo ill, 


that he knew not what 1 PH the if- 
Ave; and wiſhed her out af his houſe. 
And this made them as N 0 wiſh 


to hear from you. For their meſſen- 
ger, to their great ſurprize, was not 
then returned from M. Hall. And 


they were ſure he muſt have reached 
that place by Friday night. — | 

Early on Sunday Mong both de- 
vils went to ſee how ſhe did. They 
had ſuch an account of her weakneſs, 
Jawneſs, and anguiſh, that they for- 
bore (out of compaſſion, they ſaid, 


finding their viſits ſo diſagreeable to 
ber) to ſee her. But their apprehen- 


Fon of what might be the iſſue was, no 
doubt, their principal conſideration: 


nothing elſe could have ſoftened ſuch 


1 


They ſent for the apothecary Row - 


land had had to her, and gave him, 
and Rowland, and his wife and maid, 
ſtrict orders, many times repeated, for 
the utmoſt care to be taken of her 
No doubt, with an Old Bailey forecaſt. 
And they ſent up to let her know what 
orders they had given: but that, under - 
ſtanding the had taken ſomething to 
compoſe „ they would not diſ- 
ai,, 

She had ſcrupled, it ſeems, to admit 


the apothecary's viſit over-night, be- 
aſs ha was a MAN. Nor could ſhe 


be prevailed upon to ſee him, till they 


pleaded 2beir on ſafety to her. 


They went again, from church: 
Lord, Bob, theſe creatures go to 
church!] But ſhe ſent them down 
word, that ſhe muſt have all the re- 


mainder of the day to herſelf. 


_ - aſtoniſhed. The mother faid, ſhe had 
thought ſhe had known Mr. Lovelace 


_- 


When I firſt came, and told them of 


thy execrations for what they had done, 
and joined my own to them, they were 


better; and expected thanks, and not 
n,, 5 A 
While I was with them, came back 


Hbalting and curſing, moſt horribly, 


heir meſſenger; by reaſon of the ill. 


HARLOWE. 


uſage he had received from you, inſtead 
of the reward he had been taught to 
expect for the ſuppoſed good news that 
che carried down. — A pretty fellow, 
art thou not, to abuſe people for the 
con ſequences of thy own faults ? 
Dorcas, whoſe acquaintance this fel - 
low is, and who recommended him for 
the journey, had conditioned with him, 
it ſeems, for a ſhare in the expected 
bounty from you: Had ſhe been to 
have had ber ſhare made good, I wiſh 
2 hadſt broken every bone in his 
IXkIn. : TS ? 
Under what ſhocking diſadvantages, 
and with this addition to them, that I 
am thy friend and intimate, am Ito 
make a viſit to this unhappy lady to- 
morrow mornfng! In thy name, too!— 
Enough to be refuſed, that I am of a 
ſex, to which, for thy ſake, ſhe has fo 
joſtifiable an averſion: nor, having 
ſuch a tyrant of a father, and ſuch an 
implacable brother, has ſhe reaſon to 
make an exception in favour of any of 
it on their accounts. „„ 
It is three o'clock. I will cloſe 
here; and take a little reſt: what 1 
have written will be a proper prepara- 
tive for what ſhall offer by - and- by. 
Thy ſervant is not to return without 
à letter, he tells me; and that thou ex- 


pecteſt him back in the morning. Thou . 


haſt fellows enough where thou art at 
thy command. If I find avy-difticulty 
in ſeeing the lady, thy meſſenger ſhall 
- poſt away with this, Let him look to 
roken bones, and other conſequences, 
if what he carries anſwer not thy ex- 
pectation. But, if I am admitted, 
thou ſhalt have bis and the reſult of 
my audience both together. In the 
former caſe, thou mayeſt ſend another 
ſervant to wait the next advices, from 


J. BELFORD. 


SETTER INI. 


MR. BELFORD, TO ROBERT LOVE- 
: LACK; EQ. 7 0k: 


5 3 MONDAY, JULY 17. 
5. %s OUT fix this morning I went 
to Rowland's, Mrs. Sinclair 


— ? * 


was to follow me, in order to diſmiſs 


the action; but not to come in ſight. 
- Rowland, upon enquiry, told 608 
1 e 151 aht 
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CLARISSA HARLOWE. 


Hat We Nady w s extremely ill; and 
that ſhe had defired, that no one but 
his wife or maid ſhould come near 


her. In *. Y A | 
- Ifaid, © I muſt ſee her.” I had told 
him my buſineſs over-night, and I uf 
eb 5 1 


His wife went up: but returned pre- 


fently, ſaying, She could not get her to 


ſpeak to her; yet that her eyelids moved: 


though ſhe either would not, or could 


Hot, open them, to look up at her. 
- © Oons, woman,” ſaid I, the lady 
© may be in à fit: the lady may be dy- 
© ing—Let me go up, Shew me the 
© way. J 
A horrid hole of a houſe, in an al- 
ley they call a court; ſtairs wretchedly 
narrow, even to the firſt-floor rooms: 
and into a den'they led me, with broken 
walls, which had been papered, as I 
ſaw by a multitude of tacks, and ſome 
torn bits held on by the ruſty heads. 

The floor indeed was clean, but the 
cieling was ſmoked with variety of fi- 
gures, and initials of names, that had 
been the woefulemployment of wretch- 
es who had no other way to amuſe 
themſelves. ©. WT . 
A bed at one corner, with coarſe cur. 


ing; beczuſe the curtain - rings were 
broken off; but a eoverlid upon it with 
a cleaniſn look, though plaguily in 
tatters, and the corners tied up i taſ- 
ſels, that the reizt in it might go no 


farther. I ON 

The windowsYark and double: bar- 
red, the tops bearded up to ſave mend- 
ing; and only alittle four-paned eye- 
Jet hole of a 'caſement'to let in air; 
more, however, coming in at broken 
panes, than could come in at that. 
Four old turkey - worked chairs, 
burſten · bottomed, the ſtuffing ſtaring 


5 out, IT; 


An old, tottering, worm-eaten ta- 
ble, that had more nails beſtowed in 
mending it to make it ſtand, than the 
table coſt fifty years ago, when new. 
On the mantle- piece was an iron 
ſnove - up candleſtick, with a lighted 
Candle in it, twinkle, twinkle, twinkle, 
four of them, I ſuppoſe, for a penny. 
Near that, on the'ſame” ſhelf, was 
an old-looking-glaſs,' cracked through 
the middle, breaking out into a thou- 
ſand points; the erack given it, per- 
haps, in a rage, by ſome poor'creiture; 


inn! 
* A 


4 39 


N 


niture it could no lon 


; Ir- nor, till P ſpoke, moved her head. 
tains tacked up at the feet to the ciel- - 


887 
to whom it gave the repreſentation of 
his heart's woes in his face. 3 
The chimney had two half. tiles in 
it on one ſide, and one whole one on 
the other; which ſhewed it had been in 
better plight; but now the very mortar 
had followed the reſt of the tiles in 
22 other place, and left the bricks 

are. 3 

An old half- barred ſtove-grate was. 
in the chimney; and in that a large 


tone. bottle without a neck, filled with 
y baleful yew, as an ever - green, with- 


ered. ſouthern wood, dead ſweet-briar, 
and ſprigs of rue in flower. 


_ * To finiſh the ſhocking deſcription, 


in a dark nook ſtood an old broken. 
bottomed cane couch, without a ſquab, 
or coverlid, ſunk at one corner, and 
unmortiſed by the failing of one of 
it's worm. eaten legs, which lay in two, 
pieces under the wretched piece of fur. 
ger ſupport. . 
And this, thou horrid Lovelace, was 
the bed-chamber of the divine Cla- 
rifetl!, ; 
I had leiſure to caſt my eye on theſe 
things: for, going up ſoftly, the poor 
lady turned not about at our entrance; 
She was kneeling in a corner of the 
room, near the diſmal window, againſt 
the table, on an old bolſter (as it ſeem- 
ed to be) of the cane couch, half. co- 
vered with her handkerchief; her back 
to the door; which was only ſhut to; 
[No. need of faltoninge!] her arms 
croſſed upon the table, the fore · finger 
of her right-hand ih her Bible. She 
had perhaps been reading in it, and 
could read no longer. Paper, pens, 
ink, lay by her book, on the table. 
Her dreſs was white damaſk, * 
ing neat; but her ſtays ſeemed not 
tight-laced. I was told afterwards, 


that her laces had been cut, when ſhe 


fainted away at her entrance into this 
curſed place; and ſhe had not been ſo- 
licitous enough about her dreſs, to ſend 
for others. Her head - dreſs was a lit- 
tle diſcompoſed; her charming hair, in 
natural ringlets, as you have hereto- 
fore deſcribed it, but a little tangled, 
as if not lately combed, irregular 
ſhading one ſide of the lovelief neck 
in the world; as her diſordered rum- 
pled handkerchief did the other. Her 
ace [O how altered from what I hae 
ſeen it! Yet lovely in ſpite of all h 
48 @ $4.29 0 $2228 1 5 U Zr 
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riefs and ſufferings!] was reclined, 
en we entered, upon her "croſſed 
arms, but ſo, an not more one 
fide o it to be hid. "hap 
"When I ſuryeyed the room around, 
and the kneeling lady, ſunk with ma- 
jelly too in her White flowing robes (for 
the 1 had not on a hoop) 1 RE the 
dark, thovgh not dirty, floor, and il- 
Juminating t that horrid corner; her li- 
en 'beyond 1 imagination white, conſi- 
dering that ſhe had not been undreſſed 
| ever f thee ſhe had been here; I thought 
ncern would have choked: me. 
es hing roſe in my. throat, I know 
not hace which made me, for a mo- 


ment, ele, as it were, 4 ech: 
hich, 3 , forcing it's wa o 
e . ou both „ aig . 


9 the wan and woman, is this. an 
E 7 artment for ſuch 

© could” the curſed * of her Gael 
© ſex, who. viſited this fi e angel, 
6 ſee her, and leave her, 1 in ſo damn "a 
ca yook 7” 
Sit, we would have had. the 1 
p but 


e refuſed it. We are 


ople—And we expe& AD Fad 
555 with us longer t an they van belp 


5 You are choſen pyrpolely, 
« 2 we damned Wor —ç 
© who has em ou: and i r 
2 9 6295 ths de Nas ber byr Val 

© as as your houſe, you had better 

« never wk have ſeen the 11 

* then raiſed the char ng eres 
hes vet ly face; but with ſuch a6 nifi- 
es of woe overſpread ing it, 2 


* viſtbl y a Feed. 
1 5 wayed her band 
Gree towards the door, aß 
me to withdraw ; and Sip at 
EEE byt did not 
Permit me, Mags m. gue not 
7 one ſt e without 
r fave Per me, for 75 wal 
7 Dent, the favoyr of your eat 
No p Fa with 
an emphaſig—And would 4 
more; 
words, 
loft, and dropped down 1 


e 
932 5 droppi 1 7 5 n 
* 


bern 


lady? Ad 


C to, accept of our own bed-chamber; ZE 


Id not, bor the ſoul of a help; e: 
0 or e 


ut, as if ſtruggling! nn 
ihe ſee med to ie IE ch fr 
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0 f But by what I then felt, in 


am convinced, that a capacity 


of hring moved by the. es of our 
1 creatures, is far from being diſ- 


graceful to a manly heart. With what 


Mane! at that Maden could I have 
ven up my own life, could I but firſt 
ve adenged this charming creature, 

ind cut 4 throat of ber ee 
emphatically calls thee, though fp 

TOs. that I beſt love: and yet, at the 

ame time, my heart and my eyes gave 

my to a ſoftneſs of which (though not 
hardened a+ wretch as thou) they 
e NET er before ſo ſuſceptible. 


dare not approach. you, dearefi 


c «lady, withaut your leave: but on my 
© knees 1 ech you to permit me ta 
7 * releaſe you from this damned houſe, 
and out of the power 5 the aceurſed 
oman, who was the occaſion, of your 
«being here!“ 
be lifted p. ber Gwcet. face once 
e, and beheld me on my knees. 
2 knew I before what it was to 
d ſo heartily. 
Are you not—Are not Mr. 


elford 
& - It is, Madam; and I. was. ev 
© worlhipper, of your virtues, an Ws 
c adyocate for you; and I-come to re- 
c leaſe you from the hands you are in. 
And ip whole to place-me ?—O 
, 22257 me; leave me Let me never 


© riſe from this ſpot Let me never, 
c never more believe N man!” 


abſolute] 
7 . | : 
© T had now as liene die Ns 
» 88 any-where. I will __ no 


you not 
1 * ford, Sir? 1 think your name is 


This moment, deareſt lady—this 


5 momen it you pleaſe you m 
* Fr e 1 think 7 
3 and. en 


2 10 any friend of him in 


ole company you have ſeen me. 
© $0, pray, Sir, withdraw. 
I to the officer Mr; 
: « Rowland L thipk your name is? I 
reconciled y 
« hay I Was at ff. 


: * my . I vill 
7 die E . and in this 7 cars 
81 And vo l he well ſatis ed 
: eule you have bad with wo 
vr value en that- 

ve a diamond-ring z* taking 
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It but of her Boſbm; and I have friends 
* will redeem it at a high price, when 
e | 
But for pox, Sir, looking at me, I 
© beg yon to withdraw. If you mean 
© me well, God; I hope, will reward 
* you for your good meaning; but to 
© the friend of my deſtroyer will I not 
© owe an obligation.” 
_ © You will owe no obligation to me; 
© nor to any- body. You have been 
s detained for a debt you do not owe. 
The action is diſmiſſed; and you will 
* only be ſo godd as te give me your 


© hand into the coach, which ſtands as 


© near to this houſe as it could draw 
© up. And I will either leave you at 
© the coach-door, or attend you hi- 
© therſoever you pleaſe, till I-ſee you 
«* ſafe where you would wiſh to be. 

Will you then, Sir, compel me to 
be bekelden to ou?) 

© You will inexpreſſibly oblige me, 
< Madam, to command me to'do'you 
© either ſervice or pleaſure.” 

Why then, Sir, [looking at meJ— 
* But: why do you mock me in that 
humble poſture?—Riſe, Sir! I can- 
c not ſpeaſt to you elſe.” AF] 
Daft; +5 — 
Only, Sir, take this ring. I have 
© x fiſter, Who will be glad to have it 
at the price it hall be valued at, for 
© thi former owner's ſake! Ort of the 
money ſhe gives, let this man be paid 
© hundſomely paid: and I have a few 
© yaludbles more at Mica. (Dor- 
© cas; or the MAN William, can tell 
© where that is;) let them, aid my 
© cloaths at thewicked woman's, where 
« you have feen me, be fold for the piy- 
ment of my lodging firſt; and next of 
your friend's debts, that I have bee 
7 atreſted for, as" far as they will go; 
. © only refervingenough to put me into 
© the ground, any-where, or any-how, 
© no matter. Tell your friend, I wiſh 
it may be enough to ſatisfy the whole 
demand; but if it be not, he muſt 
make it up himſelf; or, if he think fit 
© todraw for it on Miſs Howe, ſtie will 
8 repay it, and cb intereſ, if he in- 
_© tft 'it.—And this, Sir, if you 
<© ptotiiſe to perform, you will do me, 
44 50 offer, both pleaſute and ſer- 

vie: and ſay you will, and take the 

« 5 d 3 1 your to 
© fay any-thitg more 0 you, GN 
ſeem to be an humane man) Ni 
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: ler you know And fo; Sir, Go 
© bleſs you.” 


I approached her, and was goin g td 
teak — | oe 
© Don't ſpeak, Sir: here's the ring. 
I ſtood off. ** 
© And won't you take it Won't 


vou do this laſt office for me ?—— have 


© no other perſon to aſk it of; elſe, be- 
© lieve me, I would not requeſt it of 


yon. But take it, or not,'—laying it 


upon the table you muſt withdraw 
Sir: Jam very ill. I would fain get 
© a little reſt, if I could. I find I am 
© going to be bad again.“) 
And Afi to riſe, ſhe ſunk down 
through excels of weakneſs and grief, 
9 „„ 
Why, Lovelace, waft thou not pre- 
ſent thy ſelf ; Why doſt thou commit 
ſuch villainies, as even thou art afraid 
to appear in; and yet putteſt a yore 
heart and head upon encountering witt 
. ** 
The maid coming in juſt then, the 
woman and mie lifted ner up on the de 
crepit couch; and I withdrew with his 
Rowland; who wept' like a child, and 
faid, he never in his life was ſo moved. 
' Yet jo hardened à abreteb art thow, 
that I queftion whether thou wilt bed 2 
tear al ny relation. LOSS 
They recovered her by hartſhorn and 
water. I went down mean while; for 


the deteſtable woman had been Velos“ 


ſote time. O Ho did J curſe her 11 
never before was ſo fluent in curſes. * 


' She tried to 'wheedle me; pr | 


nounced ber; and, after ſhe had di 
miſſed the a&tion, ſetit her away crying, 
or e to cry, becauſe of my be= 
haviour to her. 5 
- You will obſerve, that I did not mens 
tion one word to the lady about you. 
was afraid to do it. For twas plain 
that ſhe could not bear your fame 
© Your friend,” and The company yod 
© have ſeen me in, were the, wortt 
neareſt to naming you, ſſie could ſpeak 
and yet I wanted to clear your inten- 
tion of this brutal, this ſordid -lboking 
villainy. Ea 5 
I ſeht up again, by Rowlands. wife, 
When T heard that the lady was recos 
vered, beſeeching her to quit that def 
vilith place; and the woman aſſured h 
that ſhe was at full liberty to do fo; 105 
that the action was diſmſſſed. i; 
But the cred not to auer Het f att 


| 5Uz Was 


. 2 Ly 
* 


— 
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vas ſo weak and low, that it was almoſt 
as muchout of her power as inclination, 
the woman told me, to ſpeak. - 

I would have haſtened away for 
friend Doctor H. but the houſe is ſuc 
a den, and the room ſhe was in ſuch a 

ole, that I was aſhamed to be ſeen in 
it by a man of his reputation, eſpecially 
with a woman of ſuch an appearance, 
-and in ſuch uncommon diſtreſs; and I 
Found there was no prevailing on her 
to quit it for the peoples bed-room, 
which was neat and lightfome, { 
The ſtrong room the was in, the 
wretches told me, ſhould have been in 
better order, but that it was but the 
very morning that ſhe was brought in, 
that an unhappy man had quitted it; 


for a more eligible priſon, no doubt; 
ſince there could hardly be a worſe. _ 
Being told, that ſhe defired not to be 


diſturbed, and ſeemed inclined to doze, 
1 took this opportunity to go to her 

odgings in Covent Garden; to which 
Dorcas (who firſt diſcovered. her there, 
before given me a direction. | 
The man's name is Smith, a dealer 
In. gloves, ſnuff, and ſuch petty mer- 


as Will was the ſetter from church) had 


chandize: his wife the ſhopkeeper : he 


maker of the gloves they fell, Honeſt 
xople, it ſeem. 5 
„1 thought to have got the woman 
0 me to the lady ; but ſhe was not 
Within. 'A F 1 17 ly 58 
ny talked with the man, and told him 
what had befallen-the lady; owing, as 
I faid, to a miſtake of orders; and gave 
her the character ſhe deſerved; and de- 


* 


Fired him to ſend his wife the moment 


Ihe came in, to the lady; directing him 
 whither ; not doubting, that her attend - 


ance would be very welcome to her 


le told me, that a letter was left for 
Her there on Saturday; and, about half 
an hour before I came, another, ſuper- 
ribed by the ſame hand,; the firſt, by 
be poſt; the other, by a countryman ; 
-who, having been informed of her ab- 
ſepce, and of all the circumſtances BY 


which he promiſed. 


r 


bes 


* —— 
. a 2 


— * 


5 coach, took a chair, as a more pro- 


ke yehicle for the lady, if I (the friend 
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of her deſlreyer) could prevail upon her 
to leave Rowland's. tos towed 

And here, being obliged to give way 
to an indiſpenſible avocation, I will 


make thee taſte a little, in thy turn, of 


the plague of ſuſpenſe; and break off, 
without giving tliee the leaſt hint of the 
iſſue of my further proceedings. I 
know, that thoſe leaſt „„ 
ment, who love moſt to give it. In 
twenty inſtances, haſt thou afforded me 
roof of the truth of this obſervation. 
And I matter not thy raving. ' 
Another letter, however, ſhall be 
ready, fend for it as ſoon as thou wilt. 
But, were it not, have I not written 
enough to convince thee, that I am % 
ready and obliging friends 
064 v5 IJ. BELPORD? 
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MR. LOVELACE, TO JOHN BEL- 
＋5 5 FORD, ESQ» | : 8 5 


1 +. MONDAY, JULY 17, ELEVEN AT 
JJ) WW 
RSE upon thy hard heart, thou 
vile caitiff! How haſt thou tor- 
tured me, by thy deſigned: abruption ! 
"Tis impoſhble that Miſs Harlowe 
ſhould have ever ſuffered as thou haſt 
made me ſuffer, and as I now ſuffer !. 
That ſex is made to bear pain. It is 
a curſe, that the firſt of it entailed upon 
all her daughters, when ſhe brought 
the curſe upon us all. And they love 
thoſe beſt, whether man or child, who 
give them moſt - But to ſtretch upon 
thy damned tenter - hooks ſuch a ſpirit 
as mine—No rack, no torture, can equal 
And muſt 1 ſtill wait the return of 
another meſſenger? Confound thee for 
a malicious devil} I wiſh thou wert a 
poſt. horſe, and I upon the back of 
thee | How would 1 Whip and ſpur, 
and harrow up thy clumſy: ſides, till I 
made thee a ready- roaſted, ready · flayed, 
meſs of dog's meat; all the hounds in 
ed county ovlingaſterthge ze ve 
e, to wait my diſmountipg, in order 
to devpur . iece- meal; life ſtill 
throbbing in each chumed mouthful: 
..Give; this fellow the ſequel of thy 
tormentin Fe We Tho * 
Diſpatch him away with it. Thou 
haſt promiſed it hall bes v1 Evo 
| cuſhion 
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tuſtion or chair I ſhall ſit upon, the 
bed I ſhall lie down upon, (if I go to 
bed) till he return, will be ſtuffed with 
bolt-upright awls, boglkins, corking- 
pins, and packing-needles : already I 
Lan fancy, that to pink my body like 
mny mind, I need only to be put into a 
hogſhead ſtuck full of ſteel- pointed 
ſpikes, and rolled down a hill three 
times as high as the Monument. 

But I loſe time; po know not how' 
to employ it till this fellow returns with 


the ſequel of thy ſoul-harrowing intel - 


ligence | 
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MR." BELFORD, TO ROBERT: LOVE- 
LACE, ESQ. N 
2 MONDAY NIGHT, JULY 17. 
O my return to Rowland's, I found 
that the apothecary was juſt gone 
up. Mrs. Rowland being above with 
him, I made the leſs ſcruple to go up 
too, as it was probable, that to aſk for 
leave would be to aſk to be denied; hop- 
ing alſo, that the letters I had with me 
would'be a good excuſe. 

She was fitting on the fide of the 
broken couch; extremely weak and low; 
and, I obſerved, cared not to ſpeak to 
the man: and no wonder; for I never 
faw a more ſhocking fellow, of a pro- 
feſſton tolerably genteel, nor heard a 
more illiterate one prate—Phyſician in 
erdinary to this houſe, and others like 
it, I ſuppoſe! He put me in mind of 
Otway's Apothecary in his Caius Ma- 
rius ; as borrowed from the immortal 

. ug 


© Meagte and very rueful were his looks: 

Sharp miſery had worn him to the bones, 
DG Famine in his cheeks: 

Need and oppreſſion ſtaring in his eyes: 

Contempt and beggary hanging on his back : 

4. The world no friend cf his, nor the world's 
of 2 © laws* | BN 1 ; 


1 


As I am in black, he took me, at my 
entrance, I believe, to be a doctor; and 
Nunk behind me with his hat upon bis 
two thumbs, and looked as if he ex- 
pected the oracle to open, and give him 

rders.. : Þ 8 

The lady looked diſpleaſed, as well 
at me as at Rowland, who followed 
me, and at the apothecary. It was not, 
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ſhe ſaid, the leaſt of her preſent mĩisfor 

tumes, that ſhe could not be left to her 
own ſex; and to her option to ſee whom 

ſhe pleaſed. | 
I beſought her excuſe; and winking 

for the apothecary to withdraw, { which 
he did] told her, that I had been at her 
new lodgings, to order every thing to 
be got ready for her reception, preſum- 
ing ſhe would chuſe to go thither: that 
-T had'a chair at the door: that Mr. 
Smith and his wife [I named their 
names; that ſhe ſhould not have room 
for the leaſt fear of Sinclair's] had been 
full of apprehenſions for her ſafety : 
that T had brought two letters, which 


were left there or her; the one by the 


oſt, the other that very morning. 
F This took; her attention. She held 


out her charming hand for them; took 


them, and, preſſing them to her lips 
From the only Friend I have in the 
© world!” ſaid ſhe, kiſſing them again; 
and looking at the ſeals, as if to ſee 
whether they had been opened. I 
© can't read them, ſaid ſhe, my ey 

© are too dim; and put them * 
C boſom. h h th k f - 

I beſought her to think of quitting 
that . hole. Tags 2 ogy +. 

Whither could ſhe go, ſhe. aſked, to 
be ſafe and uninterrupted for the ſhort 
remainder of her life; and to avoĩd be- 
ing again' viſited by the creatures w 
had inſulted her before? 

I gave her the ſolemneſt aſſurances, 
that ſhe ſhould not be invaded in ber 
new lodgings by any-body; and ſaid, 
that I would' particularly engage my 
honour, that the perſon who; had mt 
offended. her, ſhould not come near ber, 
without her own conſent. > Ik 

Tour honour, Sir! Are you. not 
e that man's friendie. 4 7 7 
I am not a friend, Madam, to his 


vile actions to the oft excellent of 


© women.” {opt en 75 
: © Do you flatter _ _ Then are 
you 2 MAN, — But, oh, Sir, your. 
© friend,” holding her face forward 
with great earneſtneſs, © your barba- 
© rous friend, what has he not to an- 
6 ſwer for l 4: Rr eg On . 
There ſhe ſtopt: her heart full; and 
putting her hand over her eyes and 
forehead, the tears trickled through 
her fingers: —_— thy barbarity, it 
ſeemed, as Cæſar did the ftab from his 
diſtinguiſhed Brutus 9003 6 
Though ſhe was ſo W 


* Dun in 
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red Ithiught F would not loſe this 


e to aſſert your eee 
vi Hainous arreſt. | 


© There is no defendin - the untiappy 
of his vile 8 by © 
* 3 but of this laſt out · 
* rage, by alt that's good ahd factedy 
© he is innocent?! 

O wretehes? 1 8 
© —Have you all one diale&? Good 


A ſitreti=> If, Sir, yon can find. 


« zwoathy or vow, ora ee eee 
* that my eur have not beet twenty 
rnches a day wounded with, the 


© 3t- and Im in beliege a AN.“ 
F, "av — to. touched af theſe 


. knowmg thy baſeneſs, and the 
en had fur them. 
But ſay you, Sir; for L would not, 
2 anerbiniks, have tlie wretch' capable 
A tis ſordid bafenefel—Say . you 
that ers prev emer 
T n your ay that he is: 
* By we grent God of Heaven 1 
Ney, Sv, if you ſwear, I muſt 
doubt -f you yourtelf think 
2 War wont infulficient; what reli- 
© ance can I have on your OA - 
ttt this nad not coſt 


me fo dear! But were I to hve a 
2 years, T would always fu- 


the vetacity:of a:fwearer.- Ex- 

ſera; Sir: hut is it hkely, that 

— et fo free With his GOD, 

vill ſcruple anything that may iet ve 
turn wirkt hie fellbwicrcature ?* 


Ae e = hoſt affoKting 2 57 


m 

| re laid I, 1 

rt repatd genilentau v en 
my word: and: —— 
3 t don't beuge ih ie. 
Nax, Si wi . 
2 Ae to me t queſtion 


. call —— — your 6 


2 « You 2 not what I have 3 


a then Vain 


e e Madying FI 


« mijonftration,: if your grief and your 
«. weakneſs would permit' it, cht he 
* has no hand in this barbarous'baſe- 
*-neſe: aud char he relents it ad it 
2 to be reſented et 
M, well, Sir Leis, dure] 
deu habe his seοον. to make up! 


© omeoheitth&z nbtwemk, Lud 

© not be ſorry to fink lin ab Quit 
| e n 

1 * 


him know Sir, only 5 

© wheri you heard me in the bitterneſs 
© of my ſpirit, moſt vehemently er- 
E i againlt the unde ſerued ufage I 

met with from him, that ev 

©. then; in that paſſionate moment, 
was able to ſay, And fever did 1 
ſee fuch an earneſt and affecting exal- 
tation of hands and eyes] Give him; 

«« good Sod i repentance and amend- 
e ment; that I may be the laſt poor 
creature, who ſhall be ruined by 
4s him! — And, in thine own good 
te time, receive to thy mercy the poor 
« wretch who had none on me!” 

By my foul, I could not ſpeak. 
She had not ber Bible before her for 
3 

e to turn my head 
BE to take ↄut my handkerchief. 

What an ange is this! Even the 
gaoler, and his wife and maid, wept. 

Again, I wich thou badſt beer 
that thou mighteſt have ſunk « 
her feet, and begun that moment tor 
the e effect of her generous; wiſhes =p 

ee; undeſerving, as hon art, of 
Es but perdition!. ; ,... 

ſentetl to 17 that f 1e N 
be leſs 4 free where ſhe; was from viſita 
ſhe. liked not, than — her own lodg- 
ings; I. told her, that it-would proba- 
bly bring her, in partioular, one ** 
tor, Who, otherwiſe, I would en 
[but 1 durſt not fmear again, after the 
K ſhe had juſt given me] 
ould not come near her, Without her 
conſent. And I expreſſed my-ſurprizes 
at ſhe ſhould be unwilling. to quit 
uch a place as this; hen it was more 
than probable, that ſome of her friende, 
when it was known how bad ſhe. ade 4 
wow 10 7 : 


place, place, when. 4 
fe iy It, was indeed hh 
— tg to but that ſhe bad 
found herſelf 45 hacks and ill, and ber 
griefs had ſo ſunk her, that ſne did 
not expedt to have lived till nbw: that 
therefore all places had been alike to 
her; for to die in a priſon, was to 
die; mmd'equally eligible av to dle a 
palace fPalaces,” ſhe aye could have 


no at ions for a dying pe _—_ 


thut, -finee ſhe'-fearell ſhe way: 


ſodu ty be releaſed, 36 the ha'bb 7 
' ſince ſhe, was ſuffered to be ſo fo tits "= 


miſtreſt Fog 'berfelF ee Sarge - * 
might, remo : e 
her de fHiend's: * 


3 fe would; 
| hope, 


* 
- 


new lodgings. 


inſtantly out o 


er ARISGS A 


hope, that ſde might depend upon the 
aſſurances I gave her, of being at li- 


verty to return to her laſt 4 


(otberwiſe the would provide herlel. 
with new ones, out of my knowledge 
as well as out of yours) and that I 


* was too much of a gentleman, to be 
 Cancerned in carrying/her back to the 


houſe ſhe had ſo much reaſon 10 abhor; 
and to which he had heen once before 
moſt vilely betrayed, to her ruin. 

I afſured her, in the ſtrongeſt terms, 
{but ſwore not] that you were reſolved 
not to moleſt ber: and, as a proof of 
the ſincerity of my profeſſions, be- 
ſought her to give me directions (in 
purſuance of wy friend's expreſs de- 
fire) aboyt ſending all her apparel, 
and whattyer-belonged to her, to her 
dhe ſeemed e toy gaye me 
her pocket her keys; 
aſking me, If Mrs. Smith, whom I 


had named, might not attend me; and 
ſhe would give her further directions ? 


To which I chearfully aſſented; and 
then ſhe told me, that ſhe would accept 
of the chair I had offered her.. 
I. withdrew; and took the opportu · 
nity to be civil to Rowland and his 


maid ; for ſhe found no fault with their 


behaviour, for what they wwere;z and 


the fellow ſtems to be miſerably poor. 


I ſent alſo for the apothecary, who is 
as as the officer; (and ſtill poorer, 
I dare ſay, as to the kill required in 
his buſineſs) and ſatisfied him beyond 


his hopes. | 


. & you mouth 
ken enen { 
rie m, hat iber is not ſuck: pu- admirable 


The lady, after I had withdrawn, 
nttempted aa read the letters I had 


brought her. But {he could read but 


a little way in one of them, and had 
great emotions upon it. (2/4 
She told the woman. he would take 


a ſpeedy opportunity to acknowledge 


her ci vilities and her huſband' a, and to 


f me. 
— 


TH 


this ew, that revenge has v 


adam, ta con- 
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* rity aud honour i ny ebe ups 
earth; nar any one chat has been 0 


6 Ee ey ret e euch 

e looked at me very earncitiy, 
What ſhe, thought 1 cannot fayy but, 
in general, I never ſaw ſo mach foul 
in a woman's eyes, as in hers, 
IJ ardered my ſervant (whoſeraaurs- 
ing made him leſs obſervable as ſuch, 
and who had not been in the lady s exc) 
to keep the ghair in view; and o bring 
me word, how the did, when ſetdowns. 
The fellow had the thought to ſtep int 
the ſhop, juſt before the choir enttreũ 
it, under pretence of buying ſoul 


and ſo enabled bimſelf to give me an 


account, PRIOR was received with 
great joy by the good waman of 

houſe; who told her, the was but 105 
come in; and was preparing to attend 
her in High Holborn. + 0, Mrs. 
+ Smith,” ſaid ſhe, as ſoon as ſhe Jaw 
her, © did you not think I was zum 
* away? —You don't know what T 
have ſuffered fiance I ſaw yeu. 1 
© have been in a priſon l-—Arrcited 


for debts I owe noti——But, thank 


© God, I am here !--Will you permit 
your maid -I have forgot her name 
already ET TT 

s Catharine, Madam. 0 
Will you let Catharine aſſiſt me 
bed? —I have not had my cloaths off 
„ fince Thurſday night.” ; 

What ſhe further ſaid the fellow 
heard not, the leaning upon the anaid, 
and going up-ftairs.. 

But doſt thou nat obſerve; bat a 
ſtrange; what an uncommon openneſs. 


W. 
— 


of heart reigns in this lady? She hat 


been in 4 priſan, the ſaid, before a 
Kranger in the ſhop, and 'befare the 


maid- ſervant: and ſo, probably, Jhe- 


would bave ſaid, had there been twenty 
people in the ſhop... 80 aS}2 
'he diſgrace ſhe cannot hide from 
Sarſelf, as . in her letter to Lad 

Betty, ſhe is not ſolicitous — 


from theavorld?\. N nien 
But chis makes it evident ta me, 
that ſhe is reſolyed to keep no terma 
with thee. And yet to be able to: put 
up ſuch a prayer for thee, as ſhe did an 
ber priſon; {I will often- mention the 
Stſan-roam: to traue theet] Ddes.mat 
little 
ſway in er mind; though the Can 1. 
„FFF 1 
Aud. this is another excellence in this 

i woman's. charafter :: fur 
2 hom, 


0 1 
0 i 
| 


— ARCS whois 


* 


- 


* 


abominable vileneſs to her, in brea 


wwhors, before her, have we met with 
in the whole ſex, or in ours either, 
that Knew how, in practice, to diſtin- 
gu between KEVENGE and RE- 


-SEKTMENT,; for baſe and ungrateful 
J.;; 
Tis a curſed thing, after all, that 


a woman as this ſhould be treated 
he*bas been treated. Hadſt thou 
king, and done as thou haſt 

"ſuch a meritorious innocent, I 

in my heart, it would bave 

een adjudged to be'a national, fin, 
fword, the peftilence, or fa- 
mine, muſt have atoned for it!—But 


| 


: 
Ta 


= 


re 


. 


L 
F 


} 


h be Ho, if there be really ſoch 


@thngas: future remuneration; as now 
Fam more and more convinced there 
muſt;—elfe, what a hard fate is hers, 


boss puniſhment, to all appearance, 
Has fo much exceeded her fault 
aus to tbine, how can temporary burn- 


t? And, 


Ings; wert thou by ſome accident to be 
conſumed in thy bed, expiate for thy 


ef all obligations moral and divine? 


©»; E-xeas reſolved to loſe no time in hav- 
ing every-thing which belonged to the 
Say, at the curſed woman's, ſent her. 


Accordingly, 1 took coach to Smith's, 


and procured the lady, (to whom I 


ſent up my compliments, and enquiries 


bore her removal) ill as ſne 
tent me down word ſhe was, to give 
| yoo directions to Mrs. Smith; whom 


took with me to Sinclair's: and who 


aw. every-thing looked out, and put 


into — _ boxes they were 
@rſt * 0 in, d carried away in 


Had not been there, Sally and 
Polly would each of them have taken 


to berſelf ſomething of the poor lady's 
De ee gen See kad 


ame difficulty to get from Sally a fine 
Drofſels-lace head, which ſhe had the 
zonfidence:to-ſay ſhe would wear for 


Ait Hariowe's, fake. Nor ſhould ei- 


ber I r Mrs. Smith have known. ſhe 


| Hadlgnt/ it, had ſhe not been in Rarch 
- after the ruffles belonging to it: 


My reſentment on this oecafion,.and 


2 


” 


de converſation: which Mrs. 16 


ud L had, (im which I not only expa- 


AA 
offi ds * k *J : ; . / i 
p ” 


rival of: thy ſecond fellow, man 


me of thy deſerved torments, b 
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tiated on the merits of the lady, but 
expreſſed my concern for her ſuffer. .. 
ings; though I left her room to ſup- 

3 5 her married, yet without averring 

t) gave me high credit with the 2 
woman: ſo that we are perfectly well 
acquainted already: by which means 1 
ſhall be enabled to give you accounts 
from time to time of all that paſſes; 
and which I will be very induſtrious to 
do, provided I may depend upon the 
folemn promiſes I have given the lady, 


in your name, as well as in my own, 


that ſhe ſhall be free from all perſonal 


. moleſtation from yon. And thus hall 
I have it in my power to return in lin 
your writing favours; and preſerve my 
 ſhort-hand beſides: which, till this 


correſpondence was opened, I had pretty 


much neglected. A ro; 
.._ --T ordered the abandoned woman to 


make out your account. They an- 
ſwered, That they would doit with a 
vengeance. Indeed they breathe no- 
thing but ru: For no they ſay; 
you will aſſuredſy marry; and your ex- 
ample will be followed by all your 
friend sand companions—As the old. 


one ſays, to the utter ruin of her p. 
- 2. PE ee ee 


MR. BELFORD, TO ROBERT Lovx- 
Ack, ESQ... . 


 TVEsDAY Monk. (JULY 718) 
| 5 o'cxocr.,, 


1 AVING ſat up late to finith : 


ſeal in readineſs my letter to 


the above period, I am diſturbed be- 


fore I wiſhed to have riſen, by the ar; 


horſe in a foam. 


+ While he baits, 1 will write a few 


hnes#{ moſt heartily to congratulate 
thee on thy expeed. rage and _impa- 
tience, and on thy recovery of mental 
feeling. : . 


Here much des the U thou: give 
thy . 
upright/\-awls, bodkins, pins, he | 
Packing-needles, by th 4 p hog- 
ſhead, with /irbn-ſpikes, and - "hy 
macerated fides, delight me! 


A- will, upon every occafion- that of- 


fers, drive more ſpikes into thy:hogf. 
head, and roll thee down-hill; and vp, 
— as: - = 

| | turnen 
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rneſt back to enſeleſſneſs. Thou 
cnoweſt 1 hs . on which 


thou art to enjoy my correſpondence, 


Am not I, who have all along, and 
in time, proteſted againſt thy barba- 
rous and ungrateful perfidies to a wo- 
man ſo noble, entitled to drive remorſe, 
if poſſible, into thy hitherto callous 
Heart? EY ae | 
* Only let me repeat one thing, which 

erhaps I mentioned too ſlightly be- 


Yore. That the lady was determined 


to remove to new lodgings; where nei- 
ther you nor T ſhould be able to find 
Her, had I not ſolemnly aſſured her, 
that ſhe might depend upon being free 
From your viſits. _ : 
Theſe affurances I thought I might 
give her, not only ee of your 


| Promiſe, but becauſe it is neceſſary for 


you to know where ſhe is, in order to 
addreſs yourſelf to her by your friends. 
Enable me therefore to make good 
to her this my ſolemn engagement; or 
adieu to all friendſhip, at leaſt to all 


| $orreſpondence with thee for ever. 
tn OW? 3 f 


J. BELTORD. 
LETTER LXX. 
MR. BELFORD, TO. ROBERT LOVE- 
\ . 15 ſes LACE, Ea. „ ; 
5 TOULIDAY, 2vLY 28, AFTERNOON. 
1 Renewed my enquiries after the la- 
dy's health, in the morning, by m 


ſervant: and a8 ſaqu as 1 had dined, 1 | 


went myſelf, 

J had but a poor account of it: yet 
ſent up my compliments. 'Shereturn- 
ed me thanks for all my good offices; 
and her excuſes, that they could not be 

ſonal juſt then, NG low and 
Faitit : but if I gave myſelf the trouble 
of coming about fix this evening, ſhe 


mould be able, ſhe hoped, to drink a 
diſh of tea with me, and 


would then 
thank me herſelf. 85 3 
I am very proud of this condeſcen- 
fon; and think it looks not amiſs for 


Fou, as I am your avowed" frieng. 


Methinks I want fully to remove from 
her mind all doubts of you in this laſt 


villainous action: and who knows then 


What your noble relations may be able 


i 


to do for you with ber, if you hold 
your mind ? For your ſervant acquaint- 


A me with their having aBually: en. 
W;, On 5 


* 
„ N 


. i. 
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tavour, before this curſed affair 


ap- 


pened. And I deſtre the particulars 


of all from yourſelf, that I may the 


better know how to ſerve you. 
She has two handſome apartments, 

a bed- chamber and dining- room, with ' 
light cloſets in each. She has already 


a nurſe; (the people of the houſe hay- 
ing but one maid) a woman whoſe 
care, diligence, and honefty, Mrs. 
Smith highly commends. She has like- 
wiſe the benefit of the voluntary at- 
tendance, and love, as it ſeems, of a 
widow gentlewoman, Mrs. Lovick her 
name, who lodges over her apart- 
ment, and of whom ſhe ſeems very fond, 
having found ſomething in her, ſhe 
thinks, reſembling the qualities of her 
worthy Mrs. Norton . 
About ſeven o'clock this morning 
it ſeems, the lady was ſo ill, that th 
yielded to their defires to have an apo. 


thecary ſent for Not the fellow, thoꝶß 
mayſt believe, ſhe had had before at 
Rowland's; but one Mr. Goddard, a 
man of fkill and eminence; and of con- 


ſcience too; demonſtrated as well by ge- 


neral character, as by his preſcriptions 


to this lady: for pronouncing her caſe 
to be grief; he ord 1 


dial; and as ſoon as her ſtomach ſhould 
be able to bear it, light kitchen; diet; 
telling Mrs. Lovick, that that, wit 

air, moderate ag, and chearful 
company, wou o her more good 
than l the medicines in his ſhop. 
This has given me, as it ſeems it has 
the lady, (who alſo praiſes his modeſt 
behaviôpr, paternal looks, and gen» 
teel addrefs) a very 5 


quainted with him, and, if he adviſes 


to call in a, doctor. to wiſh him, for the : 


fair patient's ſake, more than the phy- 
ſician's, (who wants not practice) my 


worthy friend Dr. H.—whoſecharaQter | 


is above all exception, as his humanity, 
Jam ſure, will diſtinguiſh him to the 


Mrs. Lovick gratified -me with 


dinels; | 


. ſeems to her two letters, whatever were 


the contents of them: 
That ſhe had 
— = 5 ; 5 ”= 


ered, for the preſent, _ 
only innocent juleps, by way of cor- 


opinion of the- 
man; and I de go ep myſelf ac-. 


an 
account of a letter ſhe had written from 
the laly's mouth to Miſs Howe; ſhe, 
being unable to write herſelf with ſtea- 


been involved in a 
* '  .- dreadful 


' i 4} ? 5 
* ** 
1 


gaged Miſs Howe in their and your 
a 


© 


A 


8 * * We 
"4 6 by 2 
„ 


* 
£4 
a i 
. 


- Jan > juſt come from the lady, Iwas 


* 


TS, 4 — ; "= ; = 
4 ; þ = 


when, known, would exempt her from 


the 8. of her friendly diſpleaſure, 
for nöt 


anſwering her firſt; having been 


put under an arreſt— Could ſhe have 


lieved it? — That ſhe was releaſed 


but the day before: and was now ſo 
weak and ſo low, that ſhe was obliged 


to get a widow gentlewoman in the 
fame bouſe to account thus for her fi- 
Jence'to her {Miſs Howe's] two letters 


of ther 3th and 16th: that ſhe would, 


as ſoon as able, anſwer them—Begged 


of her, mean time, not to be uneaſy 


for her; ſince (only that this was a ca- 
Jlamity which came upon her, when ſhe 
was far from being well; a load laid 


upon the ſhoulders of. a poor wretch, 


ready before to ſink under too heavy a 
burden) it a nothing to the evil ſbe 


dad before f ered: and one felicity 
ſeemecd like 
woas, tbat ſhe would be at reſt in an ho- 
pet houſe, with conſiderate and kind- 
. Hearted people; having aſſurance given 
her, that ſhe ſhould not be 3 
tze wretch, whom it would be deat 
for her to ſee: ſo that now ſhe [Miſs 
Howe] needed not to ſend to her by pri- 
Vbvuate and expenſive conveyances: nor 
... © - need Collins to take precautions for 
fear of being dogged to her lodgings; 


y to iſſue from it; which 


nor need ſhe write by a fiftitious name 


ah : 10 her, but by her own. 


Lou ſee Lam in a wa to oblige you £ 
Fou ſee how much ſhe depends upon m. 
; | engagin for your forbearin g to intrude 


yourſelf into her company: let not 
ee ampaucocs eſtroy all; and 
make me ook li 
who has reaſon to ſuſpect every man ſbe 
ſees to be ſo. Upon this condition, 
you may expect all the ſervices that can 
de. from true friendſhip, and from 
Jour fincere duell auiſber. 
nen. 
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admitted into the dining - xoom, 
where the was fitting in an elbow-vhair, 


in a. very weak and low. way. She 
made Es to ſtand up, when Len- 


_Leredy but was forced to keep her ſegt. 
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— dreadful calamity, which ſhe was ſure, 


„ ple about me for a long, 


ke a villain to a lady 


3 , ; TIES pe 
BELFORD, To ROBERT Lo- 


HARLOWE. 


© You'll excuſe me, Mr. Bel ford: 1 
« ought to riſe, to thank you for all 
your kindneſs to me. I was to blame 
© to be ſo loth to leave that ſad place; 
© for I am in Heaven here, to what I 
© was there; and good people about 
© me, too!—T have not had good peo- 
Ta time 
© before; ſo that [with a half-ſmile] 
© I had begun to wonder whither they 
© were all gone.“ TY 5 
Her nurſe and Mrs. Smith, who were 
preſent, took occaſion to retire; and, 
when we were alone, © You ſeem to be 
© a perſon of humanity, Sir,“ ſaid ſhe: 
you hinted, as I was leaving my pri- 
ſon, that you were not a ſtranger to 
my ſad ſtory. If you know it truly, 
© you muſt know that I have been moſt 
© -darbarauily treated; and have not de- 
© ſerved it at the man's hands by whom 
© I have ſuffered.” © . 
I told her, I knew enough to be con- 
vinced, that ſhe had the merit of a ſaint, 
and the purity of an angel: and was pro- 
ceeding, when ſhe ſaid, © No flighty 


compliments! No undue attributes, 


Sir!“ NE 55 
I offered to plead for my fincerity; 
and mentioned the word politeneſs; and 
would have diſtinguiſhed between. that 
and flattery. Nothing can be polite,* 
ſaid ſhe, that is not juſt: whatever I 
may have had; I have zoww no vanity 
J Eo © , 
I diſclaimed all intention of compli- 
ment: all I had ſaid, and what I fbould 
ſay, was, and ſhould be, the effe& 


of ſincere veneration. My unhappy 


friend's account of her had entitled her 
„ den I Tg 
I then mentioned your grief, your 
penitence, your reſolutions of making 
er all the amends. that were poſſible 
now to be made her: and in the mo 


earneſt manner, I aſſerted your inno< 
cence as to the laſt yillainous outrage, 


Her anſwer was to this effect It 
© is painful to me to think of him. 
The amends you talk of, cannot be 
made. This laſt violence you ſpeak 
of, is nothing to bt preceded it. 
5 That cannot be atoned for: nor pal- 
liated: this may: and I ſhall not de 


ſorry io be conyinced, that he cannot 


* be guilty of ſo: very low a wicked 
* neſa.—— Vet, after his vile forgeries, 
© of hands after his..baſeneſs. in. im- 
poſing : upon me the moſt infamous. 
« perſons 38 ladies of honour. of hie 

eb . e rat Nod s ovn 
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Upon the two firſt lines, II un: 
© done! undone, by Jupiter! Zounds, 
Fact, .what ſhall I do' now A curſe 


e own family—what are the iniquities 
© he is not capable of?* ; 
I would then have given her an ac- 


count of the trial you ſtood with your *© upon all my plots and contrivances "= 
friends: your own previous reſolutions thus ſhe expreſſed herſelf; © © 
of marriage, had ſhe honoured you 0 how light, how unaffected with 
' with the requeſted four words : all your the ſenſe of it's own etimes, is the 
- family's earneſtneſs to have the honour * heart that could diftate to the pen 3 
of her alliance: and the application * this libertine froth! “““ 
of your two couſins to Miſs Howe, by The paragraph which mentions the 
eneral conſent, for that young lady's vile arreſt, affected her a good det. 
intereſt with her: but, havingjuſt touch- In the next I omitted thy curſe upon. 
ed upon theſe topicks, ſhe cut me ſhort, thy relations, whom thou wert gallant=- © js 
: ſaying, That was a cavſe before ano- ing: and read on the ſeven ſubſequent. , * 
ther tribunal: Miſs Howe's letters to paragraphs, down to thy execrable win; 

_ her were upon that ſubje&t; and ſhe which was too thockihg to read to her. 5 
would write her thoughts to her as ſoon What I read produced the following re · ; | 
as ſhe was able. 83 flections from her: wy —_—_— 

| I then attempted more particularly The plots and contrivances which 3 

to clear you of E hand in the © he curſes, and the exultings of th 

vile Sinclair's officious arreſt; a point * wicked wretches on finding me out- 
ſhe had the generoſity to cui you clear- * ſhew me, that all his guilt Was pre- 0 
ed of: and having mentioned the out- meditated: nor doubt ey that his 
rageous letter you had written to me on * dreadful perjuries, and inbuman arts, 
this occaſion, ſhe aſked, if I had that as he went along, were to paſs for 
- Tetter (bourme?: eien Pr witty ſport; and 
I owned I had. ti to demonſtrate a ſuperiority of inven- 
She wiſhed to ſee ii. ttirve talents 1-0 my cruel, cruel bro 
This puzzled me horribly: for you ther! had it not been for thee, tg 
muſt needs think, that moſt of the free not been thrown upon ſq pernicicus 
things, which, among us rakes, paſs for and ſo defpicable a plotter! —=But 2 
wit and ſpirit, muſt be ſhocking ſtuff to © proceed, Sir; pray PFC 
the ears and eyes of perſons of delicacy At that part Caaſt thou, O fatal 
of that ſex: and then ſuch an air of le- prognaſticator! tell me where my pu 
vity runs through thy moſt furious let- . end? ſhe fighed: and 
ters; ſuch a falſe bravery, endeavouring when I came to that ſentenge Pray 
to carry off ludicroufly the ſubjects that * ing for my reformation, perbaps! — 
* molt affect thee; that thoſe letters are © Is that there? ſaid ſhe, ſighing again. 
> Re the leaft fit to be ſeen, Which Wretched man!'—And: ſhed a tear 


ona to be moſt to thy credit. eB ayes e ovelace;* I | 
1 omething like this I obſerved to believe ſhe hates thee not! She has at 
| her; and would fain have excuſed my- leaſt a concern, a generoys concern, for 
* ſelf from ſhewing it: but ſne was ſo thy future happineſs 1 What a noble 
earneſt, that I undertook to read ſome creature haſt thou inſurels;Cd! 
piurts of it, reſolving to omit the moſt She made a very ſevere reflection up- | 
| exceptionable. - "fon me, on reading theſe worg&—©Qz 
I know thov'lt curſe me for that; * your knees, for me, beg her bn. 
" bat 1 thought it better to. oblige her You had all your leſſons, Sir,“ ſaid 
han to be ſuſpected myſelf; and fo not ſhe, when you came to redeem me. 
have it in my power to ſerve thee with 
her, when ſo good a foundation was 
laid for it; and when ſhe knows as bad 
of thee as I can tell her. 


£ You was ſo condeſcending as to 
Thou remembreſt the contents, I ſup- 


% 
TP. 


© your own, humäanity, and godd:na- 

© tured"earneftneſs to ſerve” me- Ex- 

© cuſe me, Sir, I knew not, that it was 

© in conſequence of a preſcribed leſ- 

c ſon. pf 15 2 42 N 

This concerned me not a little: I 
uld not bear to be thought ſuch a a 


© kneel: I thought it was the effect of 


poſe, of thy furious letter“. Her re- 
marks upon the different parts of it, 
which I read to her, were to the fol- 
flowing effect: A 5 


* x * . 
EEE, bes Xa wretched. 
5 * * * 
8 5 2 c N X 
* 8 * + * 
4 F 4 ” 3 ; 
* * * , * 5 — 
7 *7 # — *.. * 
5 . 8 * | 
. + I a 
& + , 4&4 on - A 1 by 3 
N 5 1 = o .. a F, 5 * 
wa 2 "Tie * ' . 3 * 4 8 1 
. c 4 *, 1 I 


"oF 4 G 2 4 P * e * 25 


1 5 — 
3 . 3 4 
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wretched. pupp ſuch .a Joſeph Le- 
| ee eee 
therefare, with ſome warmth, to clear 


ed my excuſe : I was avowedly, ſhe 
© aid, the friend of a man, whoſe friend- 
+» thip, ſhe had reaſon to be ſorry to ſay, 
7 $ no. credit to any-body.——And de- 
” Fred me eee 5 
II T'did; but fared not much better af- 
terwards: for on that paſſage where you 
* fſay—Fbead always been her friend and 
abo this was her unanſwerable 
remark: I find, Sir, by this expreſ- 
4 fion, that he had always defigns againſt 
© me; and that you all along tue that 
+ © he had: Would to Heaven, you had 
+ + © had the goodneſs to have contrived 
„ 1 ſome way, that might not have en- 
I © dangered your own Ay. to give me 
. __«&* notice of be baſeneſo, ſince you ap- 
* proved not of it!— But you gentſe- 


* * © mev, I ſuppoſe, had rather ſee an in- 
I. © 'nocent ee ak ruined, than 


. © he thought capable of an action, 
_ © which, bowever generous, might be 
. © likely to looſen the bands of a wicked 
FE n ä 
Aſter this ſevere, but juſt reflection, 
I would have avoided reading the fol - 


: gun the ſentence (but ſhe held me to. 
d). What nvonld I now give, had 1 
permitted you to have been a ſucceſs-. 
2 adbacate! And this was her re- 
mark upon it—“ 80, Sir, you ſee, if 
vou had been the happy. means of 
I preventing the evils deßgned me, you 
©. would have had your friend's thanks 
4 for it; when he came to his conſidera- 
tion. This ſatisfaction, I am per- 
< ſuaded,, erery-one, in the long run, 
ul enjoy, Who has the virtue to, 


4 
4 
p 


309 to keep his ſecret; 
pe 


for your own ſake, you will one day, 


I welt of this reflection; and the again 


ing, although I had unawares be- 


1 line !—A line tn; 


e 1 ? F 8 1 a ** ? | in | 9 — WINS % a | 
* . : 


t 


C happieſt creatures on earth in each 


© other's friendſhip till this friend of 
c yours ——" And there ſhe ſtopt, and 
turned from me. 5 
Where thou calleſt thyſelf a villain - 
ous plotter; To take erime to himſelf,” 
ſaid ſhe, without ſhame, O what a 
© hardened wretch is this man! 
On that paſſage, where thou ſayeſt— 
© Let me know box ſhe has been treated: 
© if roughly, ⁊uoe be to the guilty '—this 
was her remark, with an air of indig- 
nation: What a man is your friend, 
Sir Is ſuch a one as he to ſet him- 
« ſelf up to puniſh the guilty! ? 
55 All the rough uſage I could receive 
from them, was infinitely 1. 


ed, And there ſhe ſtopt a moment or two : 


then proceeding And who ſhall pu- 
© niſh hin; What an aſſuming wretchl 
Nobody but himfelf is entitled to 
© injure the innocent !—He is, I ſup- 
< poſe, on earth, to act the part, which, 
© the malignant fiend is ſuppoſed to act 
6 e en puniſhments, at 
C his pleaſure, to every inferior inſtru. 
© ment of miſchief!” 8 
What, thought I, have I been 
< doing! I wall have this ſavage fellow 
© think. TLhave been playing him booty, 
© in reading part of his letter to this ſa- 
c gacious lady Vet, if thou art an- 
ry, it can only, in reaſon, be at thy-. 
A for who would think I might not 
of the leaſt, . 
rts of a letter (as a. 


communicate to her ſome 
e br area 3 
roof of thy fincerity in exculpating 
fel from a e charge) N | 
thou, wroteſt to thy friend, to convince, 
him of thy innocence? But a bad heart, 
and a wa, cauſe, are confounded things: 


and ſo Jet us put it to it's proper ad- 


count. 


I paſſed over thy charge to me, to 


curſe them by the hour; and thy names 
of dragon and ſerpents, though ſo ap- 
plicablez; ſince, had I r 
muſt have been ſuppoſed to-know from. 
the firſt, what creatures they werez vile 
fellow as thou wert, for hy Bd „ 
Icloſed; > | 


: ; 


* much purityamong them And 


with thy own: 2 paragraph 

lend rtngdem for. 4 
line Ac. However, telling her (fnce - 
the ſaw;that 1 omitted ſome ſentences). 
that there were fürther vehemences in 


it; but as they were better fitted to ſhew., 


to me the fincerny of the writer, than; 


for ſo delicate an ear as hers to hear, I 


ſtory) who were the choſe to paſs them over 
* 5 . 8 i : | * ck 4 7 : 5 N 7 | 6 You : 25 
. — 4 72 ; 5 8 4 ; — mY 5 ks ' 
I 25 4 3 
* 1 9 ks 5 5 p 
N 3 7 AE 
* : 5951 . a 
: © 4 F * , 4 p 
* 4 *. o 5 4 - 4 


© Yay have re'd enough,” ſaid ſhe— 
© He is a wicked, wicked man !—1I ſee 
© he.intended to have me in his power 
© at any rate; and I have no doubt of 
© what his purpoſes were, by what his 
actions Re been, You know his 
vile Tomlinſon, I ſuppoſe—You 
know But what ſignifies talking? 
Never was there ſuch a premeditated 
© falſe heart in man! Nothing can 
© be truer!” thought I. — What has he 
© not 'vowed !— What has he not in- 
« vented! —And all for what?—Oaly, 
; 85 ruin a poor young creature, whom 
© heought to have protected; and whom 
© he had firſt deprived of all other pro · 
« tection ?* Vs | 1 80 
She aroſe and turned from me, her 
| handkerchief at her eyes: and, after a 
pauſe, came towards me again—=" I 
hape, ſaid ſhe, I talk to a man who 
© has a better heart: and J thank you, 
Sir, for all your kind, though inef- 
«© fectual, pleas in my favour formerly, 
< whether the motiyes for them were 
« compaſſion, or principle, or 29 oy 
© That, they were ineffectual, might 
< yery probably be owing to your want 
« of earneſtneſs; and that, as you might 
* think, to my want of merit. I might 
« not, in your eye, deſerve to be ſa ved! 
—1 ts WF to you a, giddy, 
creature, who had run away from her 
© true and natural friends; and who, 
_ © therefore, ought to take the conſe- 


© quence of the lot ſhe had drawn. 


1 was afraid, for thy Take, to let her, 
know, how Per ea 0 
but aſſured her that, 1 had been her 
zealous friend; and that my motives, 
were founded upon a merit, tha, 5 — 
lieved, was never equalled ; that, ho- 


| how- 
ever indefenſible Mr. Lovelace SS | 


had always done Juſtice to her virtue: 
that to a full conyiftion of her untaint- 
ad honour it was, owing, that be ſq, 
earneſtly, dere. Lo ineſtimable a 
Jewel his—And, was proceeding, when, 
the again gut me mort. 


\ 


„let me beholg his face, that is all T 


have now to aſk of him. Indeed, in- 


_© deed,” claſping her hands, I never : 
4 apill, if I 1h, any means not cri- 
< minally deſperate, avoid it. 
What could I fay for thee? —There. 

| was no room, however, at that time, 


to touch this ſtring again, for fear of 


Fd we 


1ery.carneft, I had, been: 


'* Enough, and_ too, mich, of this 
* ſubje, ir If he will never mare? 


* 
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bringing upon myſelf a probibitons 2 
not ouly of the ſubject, but of ever at- 
tending her again. 


I gave ſome. diftant intimations 7 


money. matters. I ſhould have told 


* 


thee, that, hen I read to her that paſ- 


ſage, where thou biddeſt me force what, 
ſums upon her I could get hey to take 
ſhe repeated. No, no, no, nol' ſuve - 
ral times with great quickneſs; and E 
durſt no more than juſt intimate it 
again—and that ſo. darkly, as left her 


room to ſeem not to underſtand me. 


Indeed I know not the perſon, man 


or woman, I ſhould be ſo much afraid 
of diſobliging, or incurring a cenſure 
from, as from her. She has ſo much. 
true dignity in her manner, without 


pride or arrogance, (Which, in thoſe 


who have either, one is tempted ta mor- 
tify) ſuch a piercing eye, yet 5 | 
ſo ſweetly with rays of benignity, that 
ſhe commands all one's revetence. 


| Methinks I have a kind of holy lors 


for this angel of a woman; and ĩt is 
matter of attoniſhment to me, that, mow 
couldſt converſe with her a quarter of 
an hour together, and hold thy deviliſh 
purpoſeg, & tn 


dence, virtue, dignity, family, fortune, 


and a purity of heart that never woman 


before her boaſted, what a real devil 


ing her thither, the, courage.to attempt 


her ; and that ſhe had, more than once, 
without knowing thy baſe views, oblig- 


ed thee to abandon them, and to — ä 


ſoly 
1 * 2 ; iS 
# ; 1 
1 f % 
* % : 


* 


Guarded as ſhe was 7 „ pru- 5 
Ny, 


* 


Fa 


1 
E 


4 + 
* 


291 

73 11 

© Bro N 
1 
* 


oo 


4 


+” 


* At taking my leave, 


enten, 10 bur wv, 


to turn 
be e guinea e give the doe. 
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*plre to * ber juſtice, and thyſelf ho- 

nour; T hardly doubted, that her merit 
„ be triumphant at laſs.” 

It ĩs my opinion, tif thou boldeſt thy 

to marry) that thou eanſt not 

* do better, than ts Fe thy real 


90⁰ 


aunts, and thy real couſins, to pay her 
2 viſit, and to be thy advocates: but, 
if they decline pow fonal' viſits, letters 
from them; and 

Ported by Mrſs Howe"s intereſt; ma , 
perhaps, effect ſomething” in thy a= 


. Vour. -* 


: Buttheſe are Sy 8 foupded 
on what I <vi/b for thy fake. The la- 
dy, I really think,” would chuſe death 


rather than thee and the'two women 


are of opinion, though they know not 
half of what ſhe has ſuffered, _that her 
heart is actually broken. 

(tendered my 

- befiſervices to her, aud befought her t 


3 frequently w eng faite aft 


4X A1. 
N nn ut b. — 
755 rw en 933 on 


2 * 
* 22 ray S * * 
3 * A 5 F has . 
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RH ACE, E80 S £33 32 148 

freak Teac: 1 122551 . 0 Wb 20490 

Aae bay, Joty 19. 
HIS mor T took chair 
Scith's; and, beisg told that the 


22 had'a very bad night, but was u 
7 ee pothekary; Oc 


on his coming to me; approving of m 
propoſal of calling in H. I bi the 
e er "with the def 


l ferns; the was ut BIR dl need þ 


: withdrew her objection: 
Len aſked ior, ſhe we 


do?- She had effects of value, ſome: of 
which ſhe intended, as ſoon as mne chu, 
money; but, till then, 


for his | 


Mrs. Loviek faid, she had five j gui- id | 
- neas by her: theyere-at her ſervice. 


She would accept of three, ſhe'fajd, if 


the would take that (pulling A diamond- 


ring from her fin . | 
_ no other a ; 4 

Haring been told, I was below 27 th” 
Mr. Goddard, ſhe defired to ſpeak one 
8 me; en nes e toes? 


my Lord M. ſup- 
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She was fitting in an n elbow: char, 
lexning her head on a pillow; Mrs. 
Smith and the widow on each fide her 
chair; her nurſe, with a phial of hartſ- 
horn, behind her; in her own handy 
her <p, | 


aa 


If the doctor knew Mr, 
Lovelace. 


Itold her, No; aud that T 215 


you never ſaw him in your life. 
Was the doctor my friend? 

He was; and a very worthy and 
fcilful man. I named him for his emi- 
nence in oy profeſſion :"and Mr. God- 
dard faid, he knew not a better phyſi- 
cian. 

„ have but one condition to make 
© before 1 ſee the gentleman; that he 
c refuſe not his fees from me. If Tam 
poor, Sit, I am proud. I will not be 
under ob 3 'You may believe, 
4 Sir, 1 wil T ſuffer this viſit, 
© becauſe I'would not appear ungrate- 
© ful to the few friends I Nes left, nor 


*  pbſtinate to ſuch of my relations, ry | 


© may ſome time hente, , for their 55 

yate ſatis faction , enquire after m 
i 85 in my fick Hours. So, Sir, 
ou know the condition.” And don't 


et me be vexed- Lam very ill ! and 
4 e debate the dee in E 
_ = Seeing her fo determined, T told her, 
ebe be — it m2 y 
9 en, Sir ent nan ma 
© come. But 9 5 riot dete le to oy 


cer Many queſtions. —Nurſe, you. 
in tell him, at the window. there 
© whit u night 1 have had, and how Fi 


© ute been for two "days Patt. And 


ned: © Mr, Goddard, if be be here, can let ; 


him know whar I'have taken Pray 
if "les me be as little queſtioned, as pol- 


"The doctor paid his ret eas to ls, 
with the Bentlemanly adreſs for whi 
he is noted”; and ſhe caſt | 
eyes to him, with that benignit which! 
Accs w her every graceful look. 


es 


UN took her hand, th not of ſo, 
beaurifol.a white: : 1 Fr Nada, 
7d are very lo, faid he: but give 
5 me leays bo ſay, that you can do more, 
© for urſel 1. Wan l the faculty can 
2 fry b eh to the wind 
e then withdrew the window.” 
And; wow 4 ſhort conference with the 


0 wok he turned to me, and to Mr, 
x7 0 


g her head at my entrance, ſhe. 


up her feet 


would d hare retired 3 bout the fer. 1 


RES Z 


— 
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Goddard, at the other window : We 
© can do nothing here, ſpeaking low, 
© but by cordials and nouriſhment, 
* What friends has the lady? She 
<-ſeems to be a perſon of condition 
© and, ill as ſhe is, a very fine woman. 
© —A ſingle lady, I preſume? ' . 
I whiſperingly told him ſhe was. 
That there were extraordinary circum- 
ſtances in her caſe; as I would have ap- 
prized him, had I met with him yeſter- 
day: that her friends were very cruel 
to her; but that ſhe could not hear them 
named without reproaching herſelf, 
though they were much more to blame 
than ſhe. : 
© I knew I was right, ſaid the doc- 
tor, © A love-caſe, Mr. Goddard! A 
£ love-caſe, Mr. Belford!— There is 
© one perſoy in the world, who can do 
© her more ſervice, than all the faculty.” 
Mr. Goddard ſaid, He had appre- 
hended her diſorder was in her mind; 
and had treated her accordingly: and 
then told the door what he had done: 
which, he approving of, again takin 
her charming hand, ſaid, * My good 
« young lady, you will require 9 9 
4 little of our aſſiſtance. You muſt, 
© in a great meaſure, be your own doc- 
«© treſs. Come, dear Madam, [For- 
give me the familiar tenderneſs; your 
© aſpe& commands love, as well as re- 
« yerence; and a father of children, 
* ſome of them older than yourſelf, - 
© may be excuſed for his familiar ad- 
© dreſs] chear up your ſpirits. Re- 
_ © ſolveto do all in your power to be 
« well; and you'll ſoon grow better.. 
\ © You are very kind, Sir, ſaid ſhe. 
© T will take whatever you direct. My 
« ſpirits have been hurried. I ſhall be 
© better, I believe, before I am worſe. 
Ahe care of my good friends here, 
looking at the women, * ſhall not meet. 
« withan ungrateful return. 
The doctor wrote. He would fain 
have declined his fee. As ber malady, 
he ſaid, was rather to be relieved by the 
ſoothings of a friend, than by the pre- 
ſcriptions of a! phyſician, he ſhould. 
think himſelf greatly honoured to be 
admitted rather to adviſe her in the one 
character, than to-preſcribe:to her in 
the otber. x 8 f 


wa 4 
— 


She anſwered, That the. ſhould be 
always glad to ſee ſo humane a man: 
that his viſits would keep ber in charity 
awith the ſem : but that, were ſhe, to 
55 ge. + # 8 


. * 
\ 
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might be ppt to abate of the confidence 
in his {ki}, which might be neceſſary 
to effect the amendment that was the 
end of his viſits. IDE 
And when he urged her ſtill further, 
which he did in a very polite manner, 
and as, paſſing by the door twoor three 
times a day, ſhe {aid, She ſhould always 
have pleaſure in conſidering him in _— 
kind light he offered himſelf to ber: 
that that might be very generous in one 
perſon to offer, which would be as un. 
generous in another to accept: that 
indeed ſhe was not at preſent high in 
circumſtance; and he ſaw by the te- 
der, (which he 558 accept of) that ſhe 
had greater reſpect to her ozur conve- 
nience, than to his merit, or than to the 
pleaſure ſhe ſhould take in his viſits. 
We all withdrew together; and the 
doctor and Mr. Goddard having a great 
curioſity to know ſomething, more of 
her ſtory, at the motion of the latter we 
went into a neighbouring coffee-houſe, 
and I gave them, in confidence, a brief 
relation of it; making all as light for 
you as I could; and yet you'll ſup- . 
oſe, that, in order to do but common 
juſtice to the lady's character, heavy 
mult be that light 


THREE O'CLOCK, AFTERNOON«s 
I just now called again at Smith's; 
and am told ſhe is ſomewhat better; 
which ſhe attributed to the ſoothing of 
her doctor. She expreſſed herſelf highly 
pleaſed with both gentlemen; and ſaid, 
that their behaviour to her was perfe&t- 
ly 23 4 ee, 8s, 
Paternal, poor lady! — Never having 
been, till very lately, from under her 
parents wings, and now abandoned by 
all her friends, ſhe is for finding out 
ſomething paternal and maternal in 
every · one, (the latter qualities in Mrs. 
Lovick and Mrs. Smith) to ſupply to 
herſelf the father and mother her duti- 
ful heart pants after. x 1 


Mrs. Smith told me, that, after we 
were gone, ſhe gave the keys of her 
trunks and drawers to her and the wi. 
dow Lovick, and defired them to take 
an inventory of them; which they did, 
in her preſence... * © © * | 
They alſo informed me; that ſhe had 


requeſted BLN Ons cog all 


for two rich dreſſed ſuits ; one never 

worn, the other not above once or 

e pn et rent 
This thocked me exceedingly—Per-: 
«A ee 1 of {© Se, - haps 5 


4s 


_.. % 


7 


For 


ber. ſiſter, and other relations, were 


Would ſay, was, 


* > 
. 
3 


Be might ul miftruſt ) wo 


Ante 


ber 4 Title 1! ler reaſon 
doing, the told them, was, That 
duld never five to wear them: that 


c . 5; * 


Bent it may 


ve "wearing them: that her mother 


; " would not endure in her fight any- 


thing that was hers : that the wanted 


_ the "money: that me would not be 
obliged to a P „hen the had ef- 
0 


fetts by her for which ſhe had no occa- 
Kon. And yet, ſaid ne, 1 
at they will fetch à pris an- 
= beende to their value.“ 
They were both very much concern- 
25. 25 they owned; and aſted my ad- 
it; and the Rang 4 — her 
3 ed en them a ſtill hi 
Teese of e than they beate: 


Fore, they ſuppoſed ſhe muſt be of gu 
=: Non n wanted to know her ſtor 

Lek at ee indeed A 
F fortune: I ſti 


2 The room to 10 poſe her mar- 
' ried: but left it to her to tell them all 
in her own time and manner: all 1 
That ſhe had been 
very vilely treated; deferred it not ang 
' was all innocence and purity. 
Tou may ſuppoſe, that they both ex- 
preſſed their attoniſhment, that there 


-* could bea man in che world, who could | 


nl. treat ſo fine a creature. 
” As jo diſpoſing of the two ſuits of 
parel, I told Mrs, Smith, That ſhe 
| 114 pretend, that, upon enquiry, 
the had found a friend who would pur- 
_ chaſe the richeſt of them; but (tha 
"ate ſtand up- 
an a good bargain, of Or having twen 
1 about me, I left them wi 


ment; and bid her 
= elend to 1 : 
tt 


er to part with it for as 
le wore às ſhe could induce her totake. 
I am ſetting out for Edgware with 


1 Belton More of whom in my 
I. mall return to-morrow; and 


E this in readineſs for your meſſen - 


, Os 1 he call i In my abſence, ip 
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O might well apprehend, that 


. ala 


4 
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jn their an an 

_. range, 

t 2 to have more true delicacy, in 
int that 

a Mis Clariſſa 

L tink I Will put it into the head of 


"— "Ms BALL, war A NIGHT, Jviy 19. 


I I mould think you were playing 
me 0 in ds * a0 
_to the lady. 


N 
7 
KO 1 
2 
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WARLowE, 


Vou aſk, Who 10 ould think y 
might not read to lier the leaſt pe 


tionable parts of a letter written in m 
own defence? IL tei J 200. The 
man, who in the fame letter that he aſks 
this queſtion, tells the friend whom he 
expoſes to her reſentment, That there 
is ſuch an air of levity runs through 
his moſt ſerious letters, that thoſe 0 
this are /zaff fit to be ſeen, which ought 
to be moff to bis credit: and now what 
thinkeſt thou of thy ſelf-condemned 
folly? Be, 1 9 7 0 I charge thee; 
more circumſpe& for the future, hal 
fo this aß error may ſtand ſingly 

itſelf. 

It is painful to her to think of me! - 
« Libertine froth! So pernicious ang 
$ ſo deſpicable a plotter! A man whoſe 
© friendſhip is no credit to any - body! 
« Riardenel wretch ! The devil's coun - 
4 terpart! A wicked, wicked man! 
5 did ſhe, could ſhe, dared ſhe, to fax - 

or ib all this?—And ſay it to a man 
GR the praiſes for humanity, and 
prefers to myſelf for that virtue; when 
all the humanity he fhews, and ſhe 


knows it too, is by my digeftion—S0, 
robs me of the credit of my own 
works; admirably entitled, all this 


ſhews her, to thy refinement upon the 


words reſentment and eee But 


thou always aiming and blunder- 
ing at ſomething Ney AN couldſ 
make ou: e Her þ 
e thou giveſt to in 
aa u, thy p art gg 
think not as bog doſt, o ere tals 
vin we and exclamations : — 
t end can they anſwer? - Only 
that thou baſt an Joly love for ber; 
[The devil fetch theefor thy oddity! 


it is 75 nel royoking to ſu 
= ſees fuch a charming creature and 
upright before a lihertiße, and talk of 
n againſt her, that cannot be for- 
lhe with at my heart, that theſe 
Sate ladies wyuld have little modeſty 
ger —Tt would ſound very 
'T Robert Lovelace: ſhould 


uires the utmoſt, than 0 


arlowe. 


her vor yrſe Norton,: nd her Miſs Howe, - 
by agents; to.-chide 
the deat novice for her proclamations.” 
But to be ferious; let me tell thee, 
that, ſevere as ſhe is, and ſaucy, in 
"RY fo e c What 4 


6 e. s 


7 
n e 


* 
a Z 1 > 


— 


-CLARISSA 


© man is yourfriend, Sir, to ſet him- 
«. ſelf to puniſh guilty people!” Iwill 
never forgive the curſed woman, who ' 
could commit this laſt horrid violence 
on ſo excellent a creature. 
The barbarous inſults” of the two 
nymphs, in their viſits to her; the 


choice of the moſt execrable den that 


could be found out; in order, no doubt, 
to induce her to go back to theirs; and 
the ſtill more execrable attempt, to pro- 
poſe to her a man who would pay the 
debt; à ſnare, I make no queſtion, 
laid for her deſpairing and reſenting 
heart by that, deviliſn Sally, (thinking 


ber, no doubt, a woman) in order to 


ruin her with me; and to provoke me, 
in a fury, to give her up to their re- 
morſeleſs cruelty ; are outrages, that, 
to expreſs myſelf in her ſtyle, I never 
cun, never vill, forgive 
But as to thy opinion, and the two 
women's at Smith's, that her heart is 
broken; that is the true women's lan- 
vage: I wonder how thou cameſt into 
tr thou 'whohaſt ſeen and heard of ſo 
many female deaths and revivals. 
. PH tell thee what makes againſt this 
hotion of: these 
Her time of life, and charming con- 


. 


ſtitution: the good ſhe ever delighted 


to do, and fancied ſhe was born to do; 


ae 


thrown her, returning love will re- en- 
ter her time dare d, her thoughts 


2% 
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make her perform all her Hreumvolu- 
tions with eaſe and pleafvre; though 
not with ſo high à degree of either, as 
if the dear proud rogue could have ex 

alted herſelf above the reſt of her ſex, 
as ſhe turned rounc. EY 


Thou; aſkeſt,” on reciting the bitter 


invettives that the lady made againſt 


thy poor friend, (ſtanding before her, 


I. ſuppoſe, with thy fingers in thy” 
mouth) What couldft theu ſay FOR ars 
Have I not, in my former letters, 
ſoggeſted an hundred things, which 
friend, in earneſt to vindicate or excuſe 
a friend, might ſay, on ſuch an occa-" 
fion ? S418 iv? ref $34.90 $4.5 TELE . 8 
But now to current topicks, and the 
preſent ſtate of matters here. — It is 
true, as my ſervant told thee, that 
Miſs Howe had engaged, before this: 
curſed woman's officiouſneſs, to uſe 
her intereſt with her friend jn my he- 
half: and yet ſhe told my couſins, in 
the viſit they mude her, that it was her 
opinion, that ſhe would” never forgive 
me. I ſend to thee incloſed copies of 
all that paſſed on this oceaſion between 
my couſins Montague, Miſs Howe, my- 
ſelf, Lady Betty, Lady Sarah, and 
Herd ,§,ü ‚π⏑⏑ ! 


1 long to know whät Mio Howe 


wrote to her friend, in order to induee 
her to marry the deſpicable plotter; the 


nan whoſe friend/hip is # credit to any- 


the aic led, wicked man, Thou 
hadſt the two fetters in thy hand. Had 
they been in mine, the ſeal would have 
yielded to the touch of my warm fin- 
ger; [Perhaps without the help of the 
poſt- office bullet] and the 
other plicutions have done, opened of 
themſelves to oblige my curioſity.” A& 
wicked omiſſion, ok: not to contrise 


ry Wire!!! | 


folds," ar 


ay 


"SS 


{ 


ay? * 
Wes 


, * 


* 


god ' CLARISSA 


RC Red... Far theo paints 


girls. have high pulſes, and a clever 


ellow may make what ſport he pleaſes 
with their une vennęſſe No too high, 
* to low, q qu need. only to provoke 


ale them by turns; to bear 


Vith them, and forbrar: to teste, and 


* 
— 


: pardon; and fometimes- to give 


yourſelf the merit of a ſufferer from 


| | gr gg them in the mo- 
0 


= Ts conceſſion, conſcious of their 
; ill uſage. of you, they are all your. 


: 


Rat hat Gans comtemplarize girls, 


never out of temper. but with reaſon; 


- everpardon, or a 


* 


able to ef; 


when that reaſon en them, hardly 
portunity to oſſend. 

It was in part the appr 
this would be ſo with my dear Miſs 


Jarlowe, that made me curry her to a 
place where I believed ſhe would be un - 


ti ſucceed in my firſt attempts. Elſe 
widow Sorlings s would have been as. 
well for me, as widow Sinelair's. For 
early I ſaw, that there was no credu · 


lity in her to graft upon: no pretending. 


king my ſelf — her — 9 
he was proof againſt amorous perſua-- 
non. She e eee res, Her 


283 and good ſenſe made her 
ate 


e all compliments that had not truth 
and nature in them. Wbat could I 
have done with her in any ee 


And yet how long, even there, was L 


| kept in we, in ſpite of natural incite- 


at leaſt, a ſpecious and 3 


ment, and unnatural i ations, (as 
Ino. chinł — — 8 


of, that; native dignity, and obvious 


purity. of mind and manners, which 
fill every one with reverence, if not 
with holy loue, as thou calleſt it“, the 


moment he ſees her! Ele thinkeſt 


thou not, it was eaſy for me to be a 
fue gentleman, and a delicate lower, or, 
Lady Sarah and Lady Betty, fi ö 
treaty; upon the ſueveſs of whic 

have ſet their fooliſh hearts, lkely 


to dun into length, are abtut departing 


to their own ſeats; having taken from 

me the beſt ſecurity the nature of the 
caſe will admit of, that is to ſay, By. 
<word;-to-marry the lady, if ſhe wi 


I 5 2,9 See Page 399. 
* 3 


8 


you another op / 
„ 
pprehenſion that 


not be 


place? 


was much the better fo 


N 
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And after all,“ (methinks thou 
aſkeſt) * art thou ſtill reſolyved o re- 
« pair, if reparation be put into thy 
„eee - 
Why, Jack, 1 muſt needs own, that: 
my heart hias.now-and-then ſome re- 
trograde motions, upon thinking ſeri- 
oully of the irre vocable ceremony. 
We do not eaſily giye up the defice of 
our hearts, and what we imagine eſ- 
ſential to our happineſs, let the expec- · 
tation or hope of compaſſing it be ever 
ſo : unreaſonable or abſurd in the opi- 
nion of others. Recurrings there will 
be; hankerings, that will, on every but 
remotely, favourable incident, (bow- 
Pages ediſcouragedand beaten bock 
by ill ſacceſs) pop up, and abate the: 
ſatis faction we ſhould otherwiſe take in 
camtrariant overt urs. 
Tis ungentlemanly, Jack, man to. 
man; to lye.— But matrimony I do 
artily love —although with a 
Cuari3sam-Yet I am in earneſt to 


But I am often thinking, that if, now - 
this dear creature, ſuffering time, and 


my penitence, my relations prayers 
and Miſs Howe's Eg, by Gftenr 
her reſeatments, {Her revenge tb 


haſt prettily diſtinguiſhed F away} and 

to recal repulſed- inclination, - ſhould: 
conſent to meet me at the altar—How: 
vain will the then make all thy elo- 
quent periods of - execration! — How, 
many charming interjections of her 
own. will ſhe ſpoil! And what à cou - 
ple of old patriarchs ſhall we become, 
going on in the mill-horſe round; + mh 
ting: ſons and daughters; provi 14 
nurſes: for them firſt, governors and 
gov es next; teaching them leſſone 
their father never iſed, nor which 

their mother, as her. eee ee ſays; 
| r And at laſt, 
perhaps, when life ſhall be turned into- 
the dully ſober ſtillpeſs, and I become 

deſirous to forget all my paſt rogueries; 
vhut comfortable reſlectione will it af- 


ford, to find them all. revived, with 


equal, or probably greater trouble and 
expence, in the perſons and manners of 
ſo many young Lovelaces of the-boysy; 
and to have the girle run away with 
varlets perhaps nog half fo ingenioue 
as m e Hows, as it might 
„ who could not afford the bag- 
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. CEARISSA HARLOWE. 


befides thoſe diſgraceful ones of ſex 
and” natureſ—O, Belford! who can 
bear to think of theſe things !—— 
Who, at my time of life eſpecially, 
and'with ſuch a bias for miſchief! 
Of this I am abſolutely convinced, 
that if a man ever intends to marry, 
and to enjoy in peace his own reflec- 
tions; and not be afraid of retribution, 
or of the conſequences of his own ex- 
ample; he ſhould never be a rake. 
This looks like conſcience; don't 
it, Bel ford? | | Ig 
Bot, being in earneſt til], as T have 
ſaid, all Thave to do in my preſent un- 
certainty, is, to brighten up my facul- 
ties, by filing off the ruſt they have 
contracted by the town ſmoke, a long 
impri ſonment in my cloſe attendance to 
fo little purpoſe on my fair perverſe; 
and to brace vp, if I can, the relaxed 
fibres of my mind, which have been 
twitched and convulſed like the nerves 
of ſome tottering paralytick, by means 
of the tumults ſhe has excited in it; 
that ſo I may be able to preſent to her 
2 huſband as worthy as I can be of her 
acceptance; or, if ſhe reje& me, be in 
a capacity to reſume my uſual gaiety of 
heart, and ſhew others of the miſſead- 


ing fex, that T am not diſcouraged by 


the difficulties'T have met with from 
this ſweet individual of it, from en- 
devouring to make myſelf as accepta- 
ble to them as lefore, 0D 
In this latter caſe, one tour to France 
and Italy, I dare ſay, will do the bu- 
 finefs.” Miſs Harſewe will by that 

time have forgotten all ſhe has ſuffered 
from her ungrateful Lovelace: thou 
it will be impoſſible that her Lovelace 
mobld ever forget a woman, whoſe 
equal he deſpairs to meet with, were 

he to travel from one end of the world 
to che other. | Hoa 


4 
— 


him, I doubt. 


Hricxman [I have a mortal averſion 
to that fellow ] has, by a line hieb 1 
have juſt now received, requeſted an in- 


ter vie with me on Friday at Mr. Dore 


mer's, as at a common friend's, Does 
the buſineſs he wants to meet upon, re · 
vire that it ſhould be at à common 
Friend's -A challenge implied: is it 
not, Bel ford ?—-] ſhall not be civil to 
He has been un inter- 
meddler ! Then I envy bim on Miſe 
Howe's account: for if I have a right 
notion of this Hickman, it is impoſ; 
m— that that virago can ever Jove 
im. 1 N ' ) 
Every-one knows, that the mother 
(faucy as the daughter ſometimes is) 
crams him down her throat: Her 
mother is one of the moſt vislent-ſpi> 
rited women in England. Her late huſ- 
band could not ſtand in the matri- 
monial contention of Who /dauld? but 
tipt off the perch in it, neither knowin 
how to yield, nor how to conquer. 
A eig encouragement: for a 
man of intrigue, when he has reaſon 
to believe, that the woman he has 2 


view upon has no love for her huſs 


band! What good prineiples muſt that 
wife have, who is kept in"again 
temptation by a ſenſe of her duty, and 

lighted faith, where affection has n6 
Id of her! We 


Pr'ythee let's know, very partieus 


larly,” how it fares with poor Beltow. 
— Tis an honeſt fellow. —Somethin 
more than his Thomaſine ſeems to ftick 
Thou haſt not been preaching to him 
conſcience and reformation; haſt thou? 


Thou ſhouldſt not take liberties with 


him of this ſort, unleſs thou thoughteſt 
him abſolutely irrecoverable. A ma 


n 
in ill health, and cropſick, n 
X 


Ik chen contjvuelt paying of the with theſe ſolemn things, as thou can 


heavy” debts” my long letters, for ſo and be neither better nor worſe for 1 


many weeks together, have made thee 
Sv under; I wilt endeßvour to re- 
ſtrain myſelf in the defires I have (im- 
portunate as they 5 

town, to throw 'myſelf* 


4 


of going to fit for ¶ Not to 
ft the felt of 17 5 


them.—Repentance, Jack I have a n6- 

tion, ſhould be ſet about While a man 

is in health and Wine What's a man 
ub 


J. den he is not himſelf, nor aſter 


my ſoul's beloved, "Polity, and bonefly, of his faculties?— Hence, as I appro- 


both join is ſtrengthen the reſtraint my 
own promiſe and thy engagement have 
laid rakes on tie head.” I would 
not #frellf provoke: on the contrary, 


hend, it is, that a death. bed repentance 
is ſuppoſed to be ſuch a precurious and 
it nal thin 8 . 1 ee 

„e myſelf I hope I have a great 


- woild'pive time for her reſentmtnts'to deal of time before me; ſince I intend 


&& 


Tibfide, that 16 alf'tharfoHows many be one INN man. have 
Ver dyn act and deed. very ſerious n nov · and · then. 
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in à new work, ſure. · 


Na 


ab 


* 
T4 


TIES) NR ” 
. N 7% L 
$ \ 
« * 
* 


” 


. ELARISS A 


Yet am I half afraid of the truth of 
what. my charmer once told me, that a 
mas cannot repent when he will. Not 
to hald it, I ſuppoſe ſne meant By fits 
and arts I have Fopenzed a ton 


times. 
5e . my: eye . . the two pre- 


But 1 Y 
ee is a very ſerious one. I don't 
preſent. quite underſtand. it. But 
— for one more airy. 
1 oury ille, Mowbrayui 5 rell, 
paſk away our time as pleaſantly as poſ- 
bly we can without thee. I wiſh we 


| don: t add to Lord. M. S geuty days by 


the j 127.75 give him. 

This is one advantage, as 1 N 
I have elſewhere obſerved, that we 
male-delinguents. in love; matters have 


of the other ſex: for while they, poor 


things l fit ſighing in holes and cor- 
ners, or run to woods and groves to 
bemoan themſelves on their baffled 
hopes, we can rant and roar, hunt and 
hawk; and, by new loves, baniſh from 
our IPs: all remembrance 8 the old 


3 however, a. ve paſs, our 


Þ- my reflexions upon the injuries 
done e this noble creature bring 
ot 


gvalm upon my heart very often 

know ſhe will permit me to make her 
Amends, after ſhe has plagued me 
- beartily;.and that's my conſolation, , 
An honeſt fellow ſtill ee hy 


N inne, and rran, 18 9 
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475 = 4”; Py ard. „ 


N e wet eine, 
e 1 


N have been your ſufferings | 
What, mut have been your anguiſh on 


ſo diſgrpceful an, inſult, committed 


A2 _ om Rina, and; in ions 


1. 33 


3 a dear ſoul, who has been 
ſo unhappily driven and betrayed intp 


; «the: hands of 2 vile libertine Ho | lf 
:was 1 ſhocked at the receiving of your . ion 
cen eee and only 


5 _ Inv bar Moa n, JyLY 74 | 
AT, my deareſt creature, 


N 00H Your -* 


HAR LOWE. 


Adee by you von ſt be very 
ill. Nor 15 N to be e at. But 
1 hope it is rather from hurry, and ſur- 
ize, and lowneſs, which may be over- 
dome, than from a grief given way 
which may be attended with effetts f 


x . cannot bear to think of. 15 
paragraphs, I. fancy there is 
Sar e like Kona in them. 

not reconſider them. The 


But whatever you do, my dear, you 
muſt not deſpond | Indeed you muſt not 
deſpond l. Hitherto you have been in no 
fault: but deſpair, would be all your 
own: and the worſt fault yoo can be 
guilry of. 

-I:cannot bear to lock upon another 
hand inſtead of yours... My dearcr 
ture, ſend me a few lines, though ever 
fo few,, in your own hand, if poſſible, 
For they, will revive my heart eſpe- 
cially if they can acquaint me o of Jour 
- amended health, 

I expect your anſwer to my letter of 
the 1th. We all expect it with im- 
patience. 8 

„His relations are perſons of . nuch 
honour They are ſo due earneſt to 


rank you among them — The wreich is 


ſo. very. peniient: every-one of bis ſa- 
mily ſays he: is—Your own are ſo im- 
placable—Your laſt diſtreſs, though 
the conſequence of his former villainy, 
yet neither brought on by his direction, 
nor with his Crag; ne and ſo * 
reſented by bhim— That 3 er is 
abſolutely of opinion, that 
1 "1 52571 ago my 
wiſhes, as exp reſſe * eter, and, 
thaſe of Fol 10 friends, you would h ave 
E 5 had i it not been for this hor- | 
arreſt. .. 
I will Veiel che copy of the letter 
FF 


on hearing that nobody knew what 


was become of you; and the anſwer 
eee and ſigned by Lord 


M. Lady Sarah Sadleir, and Lad 


. Lawrance, as well as by the 
e and alſo by the wretch 


75 chat I like: not the torn of what 
he has written to met and before I will 
further intereſt myſelf in his favour, 
I have determined to inform myſelf, by 
@Friend, from his own, mouth, of hie 
. au maker his qwhole incli- 
2 5 ueſt to me, .cxclu- 
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; ' | 72 Mi 
2 7 » 4d 1 2, X N 
* een 
* | . 8 . > - 


Miss Clariſſa Harlowe. But I think; 


with my. mother, that marriage is now | 
the only means left to make your future 


life tolerably eaſy - happy, there is no 
ſaying. His diſgraces, in that caſe, in 
the eye of the world itſelf, will be more 
than yours: and to thoſe Who know 
you, glorious will be your triumph. 


| am obliged to accompany my mo- 


ther ſoon to the Iſle of Wight. My 
aunt Harman is in a declining way, and 
inſiſts upon ſeeing us both and Mr. 
Hickman too, I think. + | 


His ſiſter, of whom we had heard ſo 


much, with her lord, were brought 
t'other day to viſit us. She ſtrangely 
likes me, or ſays ſne does. 

I can't ſay, but that I think ſhe. an- 
ſwers the excellent character we have 
heard of her. ee eee he 
for the little iſland, and not ſee you 
firſt: and yet my mother (fond of ex- 
erting an authority that ſhe herſelf, by 
that exertion, often brings into queſ- 
tion) inſiſts, that my next viſit to you 


muſt be a congratulatory one, as Mrs. 


Lovelace. AYR : 
When I know what will be the re- 
ſult of the queſtions to be put in my 
name to that wretch, and what is your 


mind. on my letter of the 23th, 1 ſhall 


tell you more of mine. t e 
The bearer promiſes to make ſo much 
diſpatch, as to attend you this very af: 
ternoon. May he return with good 
tidings to your ever - affectionate 


© Anna Howe! 
"eo LETEER LEST. .. 


—MISS_.CLARISSA-'HARLOWE, TO MISS 
a bride HAR FA TT 
= ' + 1 THURSDAY APTERNOON» 
| RR pain me, my deareſt Miſs 
1 Howe, by the ardour of your 
noble friendſhip. I will be very brief, 
becauſe I am not well; yet a good deal 
better than I was; and becauſe I am 
preparing an anſwer to yours of the 
AIzth. But, beforehand, IL muſt tell 
von, my dear, Iwill aot have that man. 
Don't be angry with me. But in- 
deed IL want. 80 let him be aſked no 
queſtions about me, I beſeech v 
Ado net ueſpond, my dear. 1 hope 


* * 7 
** a 
* 
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have all m 


1 may <= IT will not deſpond. Is not 
my condi Jo 
Heaven it is! 


Il am vo priſoner now in a vile houſe. 


I am not now in the power of that man's 


myſelf in corners for fear o 
his intimate companions is become 


my warm friend, and engages to keep 


him from me, and that by his on con- 
ſent. I am among honeſt people. I 
cloaths and effects reſtored 
to me. The wretch himſelf bears teſ- 
timony tomy honour. | 


Indeed I am very weak and ill: but 
J have an excellent phyſician, Dr. H. 


and as worthy an apothecary, Mr. 
Goddard. Their treatment of me, my 
dear, is perfectly paternal! My mind 
too, I can find begins to ſtrengthen: 
and methinks at times, I find myſelf 
ſuperior to my calami ties. 
I ſhall have ſinkings ſometimes: 1 


muſt expect ſuch. And my fathers a 


maledict But you will chide me for 
introducing that, now I am enume: 
rating my comfort. od 
But Icharge you, my dear; that yon 
do not ſuffer my calamities to ſit tao 


heavy upon your own; mind. If -you 


do, that will be to ne- point ſome of 
thoſe arrows that have been blunted; 
and ſoſt their ſharpneſ CCC. 

If you would contribute to my hap» 


pineſs, give way, my dear, to your . 
oaun; and to the chearful aroſpeREh 1x 1 


„ nf ian 


fore you! of Oy 


»- Yow will think very meanly of your 


Clariſſa, :if you do not; believe, that 
the 


ateſt pleaſure ſhe cant receive in 
this life, is in your proſperity and wel- 
fare. Think not of me my only friend, 


but as we were in times paſt: and ſup». 
poſe me gone a great, great way off 


A long journey How often are the 
deareſt of friends, at their country's 


call, thus parted—with a certainty fooer 


years—with a probability fot ever 
Love me ſtill; however. But let it 
be witha weaningllove. I am not what 
Iwas, when we were inſeparablelovers, 
as. I may ſay Our wie mult-naw; be 


different.— Reſolve, my dear, tomake 
a worthy man happy, becauſe alworthy 


man muſt make you ſo. And ſo v 


dear eſt love, for the ꝓreſent adieu x 
Adieu, my deareſt love But I h 


* * AJ N k * 3 # 
ſoon ite again, I hope! 
* a « * > « 


ai Ii 30 


2 Een 


greatly mended? I thank 


$oÞ:- 


devices. I am not now 8 to hide 
im. One 


. - 
” CY * 
* 
: 2 . 
5 
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fellow, be is going 


Vu the mother, they in i m 
kim; and in his abſence, riot away on 
the remnant of his broken fortunes. 


1 
health... 
: to: und this to a heart, for 


4 14 | 
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-MR- BELFORD, To ROBERT LOVE- 


; _ ? Fs 2 
& BEST TEE ! a LACE, ESQ. * e 


Le Anse, 70 LETTEA L 
root, JULY 20. 
1 Re*d that part of your coneluſion to 

poor Belton, where: you enquire af- 
ter him, and mention how merrily you, 
and the reſt, paſs your time at M. Hall. 
He fetched a deep ſigh: Tu are all 
© wery bappy were his words. -I am 
forry they <uere his words; for, poor 
very faſt. Change 
of air, he hopes, will mend him, joined 


ta the chearful company I haveJeft him 
In. But nothing, I dare fay, will. 
«A confuring malady, and a con- 
fumingmiſtreſs, to an "A fan keeper, 
are dreadful. things to ftruggle with 
both together: violence muſt be ufed 


nw 6 get rid of the latter; and yet he has 


not ſpirit left bim, to exert Himſelf. 


His houſe is [Thomafine's houſe; not 


His. He has not been within his doors 
fora fortnight paſt. Vagabonding about 


from inn to inn; entering each for a bait 
deny and ſtaying two or three da 


wi 


wer to remove; and har 


Knowing which to go to next. His ma- 


N. n 
boys {once he thought them his) 
Kurd enough to ſhoulder him in his 
wn houſe as they paſs by him. wares. 
manner expe 


As to their mother (who was once ſo 
gender, ſo fubmiſſive, ſo ſtudious to 
oblige, that we all 

the is yow ſo termagant, ſo in- 
hmm, that he cannot contend with her, 


i hoot doing ing infinite prejudice to his 
A broken. kal defenſive 


berdly a defenfove, therefore reduced 
waging affenfive-war, (not va- 


ated lion in the fable, 


| Kicked ike jaws, and laid fprawling, 
X SE 


| :ELARISSA 


bim his unba 


ounced * 5 
happy, and his courſe of. life the eli: 
ble) the 


HARLOWE. 


his own houſe, and to place in it for 
y ſiſter, whom he has 
hitherto lighted, becauſe unhappy. It 
is hard, he told me, (and wept, poor 
fellow, when he ſaid it) that he cannot 
be permitted to die quietly in his own 
houſe ! The fruits of bleſſed keeping 


theſe 


Though but lately apprized of her 
infidelity, it? now comes out to have 
been of ſo long continuance, that he 
has no room to believe the boys to be 
his: yet how fond did he uſe to be of 
%%% ²¹·:m ͤ³n . 

To what, Lovelace; ſhall we attri- 
bute the tenderneſs which a reputed fa. 
ther frequently ſhews to the children of 


another man? — What is that, I pray 


thee, which we call nature, and natural 
affetions? And what has man to boaſt 
of as to ſagacity and penetration, when 


he is as eaſily. brought to cover and 


rear; and even to love, and often to 
prefer, the product of another's guilt 
dries pole or miſtreſs, as a hen _ = 
ooſe' the eggs, and even 1g, 
Ir of tha Kind 5 HBAs EX 
Nay, let me aſk, if inſtinct, as it is 
alles; in the animal creation, does not 


enable them to diftinguiſh their own, 


much more eaſily than we, with our 
boaſted reaſon and ſagacity, in this nice 
particular can do? : £4324 


If ſome men, who have wives but of 
- doubtful virtue, conſidered this matter 


duly, I believe their inordinate ardour 


after gain would be a good deal cooled; 


when they could not be certain (though 
8 eee ere ou worn children 
they were elbowing, buſtling, griping, 
an perhaps Maine: thoſe — 5 W 5 
they have concerns, whether friends, 
neighbours, or more certain next - of · 
kin, by the mother's fide however. 
But Iwill not puſh this notion ſo far 


28 it might be carried; becauſe, if pro- 


pagated, it might be of unſocial or uur 
natural conſequence; ſince women of 
virtue would perhaps be more liable to 


ſuſſer by the miſtruſts. and caprices of 
dad-hearted and foolifb-beaded hui - 
bands, than thoſe who can ſcreen them- 


ſelves from detection by arts and hypo- 


eriſy, to which a woman of virtue can- 


not have recnurſe. And yet, were this 


„De the fourving bee of notion duly and generally confidered; 
FTF ren ee ba — 
I dere undertaken, bie .cavie. He good education, geodinclivations, 
baz given ns leave, yet not without re- <ſtabliſhed virtue, wovid be theprikc:- 
26/pur bim into poſſeſſion of pally ſought-after qualities; and not 


„ of 


" 


life-time, chat would the attempt to would forego à month, even of thy 


company, to be admitted i into hers but 


| \Herdly Pony 


did not preſh 


WY R 


CLARISSA 
abbey; when à man (not biaſſed by 
mere perſonal attractions) was looking 
round him for a partner in his fortunes, 
and for a mother of his future chil- 
dren, which are to be the heirs of his 

oſſeſſions; and to enjoy the fruits of 
bis induſtry, 
But to return to poor Belton. 
If I have occaſion for your 8 


and that of our compeers, in reinſtat - 


* the Poor fellow, I will give you, 
N Mean time, I have juſt now 
been told, that Thomaſine declares ſhe 
will not flir; for, it ſeems, ſhe ſuſpes | 
that meaſures will be fallen upon to 
make her quit. She is Mrs. Belton, 


- ſhe ſays, and will prove her marriage. 


If the give herſelf theſe” airs in his 


do after his death? 
Her boys threaten any - body, ho 
ſhall'-preſume to inſult their Farbe: | 


Their father (as they call poor Belton) 


they ſpeak of as an unnatural one. Aud 


their probab] 25 true father is for ever 


there, " Boftite *there, paſſing for her 
coufin; as uſual: "now! ber 7 
couſin. 8 ö ' r * 


n not make a keepereſs; 

CK viſhed away on her kepts fellow, 
whit eehte ned te the extravigane | 
folly of him who kept her. | 
Tin do without you, if T can. The 

cafe will he only, as I- conceive; like 
that of the ancient Sarmatians; return 
ing: after many years ablence; to their 
homes, their wives then in n- poſſeſſion 
of their flaves: ſo that the "had to 
contend not only with thofe tiver, 
conſcidus of their infidelity, and with 


their ez but with the chiluren of 
\ 1 pn 


. up to manhood, re- 
ſolute to defeni their mothers and their 
leng' mauumitted fathers.” ' But the 


nobl&S$atmatians, ſcorning to attack 


their ſlaves with equal wenpons, only 

e eee. with the ſame . 
ph; with which they uſed for- 

__ chaſtiſe theth. And attack 


ing them with them, the miſcreants 
fed before them. In memory of which, | 
_ tothis day, the device on the coin of 


Novoprod'in Ruſſta, a city of the an- 


cient! wymitia, is "han on be horſeback, 
with «'whipin his h 


Tue poor fellow takes it ill, chat) 


r 
5 0 rty at all.” It is 
— 


© cloaking chicken. 


iT cab ay, was there 


— 


HARLOWE. gog 


had 1 fe an invitation, from 
one whole invitations uſed to be ſo 


warm. 4 


Mowbray's ſpeech to him, he lays, 
he never will forgive: © Why, Tom," 
ſaid the brutal fellow, with a curſe,” 
thou droopeſt like a pip or roup- 
Thou thoulc lt 
"oy perter, or ſubmit to a ſolitary” 

quarantine, if thou wouldſt not in- 

ect the whole brood. f : 

5 my own part, only chat this 
poor fellow is in diſtreſs, as well in his 
affairs, as in his mind, or I ſhould be 
ſick of you all. Such is the reliſh I 
have of the converſation, and ſuch my 
admiration of the deportment and ſen- 
timents, of this divine lady, that 1 


for one hour: and I am highly in conceit 
with myſelf, greatly as Full to value * 
thine, for being able, ſpontaneouſly ay 
I may ſay, to make this preference.” 


It is, after all, a deviliſh nee bt 


von And tconfiderhowit all eads in | 


few ears To ſee to What a ſtate 

health this poor fellow is ſo foon” 
3 then to obſerve how” 
every one of ye run away from the 
unhappy being, as rats from a os. 
houſe; is fine comfort to help a man 
look back upon n I -choſeny, 
and à life 'mif-ſpent. 

It will” be. your turns byiyni oy, 
every man of ye, if the juſtice of 70 
country Interpoſe not. 

Thou art the only rake we have bea. 
ed with, if chou wilt not except my 
ſelf, who haſtpreſeryed entirety hea 
and thy fortunes. | 


| Mowbray indeed is indebted: IN | 


buſt conſtitution, that he has not 
ſuffered in his health; 75 My eſtab 3s: 
dwindling away year by yy _ 

' Three-fourths af chrome 
conſiderable fortunes are already dH. 
ſrpated; and the remaining ae will 
probabl y ſoon go after the othet thfeg. 3 

- Poor Belton! we ſee how it is wi 
him 1=His only felicity i is, that he W 
hardly true te want. | 

Thou art too ou and too pru 
dent, ever to de 
thee Juſtice, haſt a ſpirit fo affift 


"y 


of thy friends as may be reduted; 9 


i if thou flivuldeſtthen' be Rying. 
But T*hink thou muft, oe yp 


than thon ima pe 3 


account 


eſtirute; and, fi > F # 1 


5 


* > . 


910 CEARISSA: 

by the friends of thoſe. whom thou haſt 

injuredz for if chou eſcapeſt this, fate 

from the Harlowe family, thou wilt go. 

on tempting danger and vengeance, till 

thou meeteſt with vengeance; and this, 

: whether thou marrieſt, or not: for the 
nuptial life will. not, x? doubt, till age 


join with it, cure thee of that ſpirit for 


intrigue, which is. continually running 
away with; thee, in ſpite of thy better 
ſenſe, and tranſitory reſolutions. 5 
Well, then, I will ſuppoſe thee laid 
| down quietly among thy warthier ane 
Ors+, 3 
And nos let me look forward to the. 
ends of Tourville and Mowbray, {Rel- { 
ton will be crumbled i 2 duſt 1 
2 haps] ſuppoſing Y early exit 
; bas fared thee from Flore. ſubennen⸗ 


3 probably; byr riotaus te,” 

| e want, behold them re- 
9 in ſome obſcene hole or garret; 
iged to the careleſs care of ſome diriy 

old woman; hom nothing but her po- 


yo 1 


laſt offices for men, who have. i 


made fuch 6 ſhocking ravage among the 


ung ones 
Then how miſerably will they whine, 
chrough ſqueaking organs; their big 


voices turned into puling pity-begging 
lamentations! Their. now - e 


x how ar ro theni—Theirnow-. 


en, denying. ſupport- to 
= white, 4 21h heads; "thoſe Ns of 

M : miſchief dropping upon hes —_— 

=. . Goulders. / Iden what wry faces wi 
"Rp they make! their hearts, and their 
. reproaching each other Dis- 
tended their parched mouths.!—Sunk 
their unmuſcled cheeks! —Dropt their 
der- ws Each grunting like the 
ide he had reſembled in his life! 
1 * Oh! TERS vile wretch have I been ! 
Oh: that] had my life to come over 
* . 0 Hase to the poor old 
rive them Ima- 


_ -ginary, 
the polluted matrons, flitting before 
their glaſſy eyes ! And old Satan, to 
. their apprebenſions, grinning behind a 
looking: glaſs held up before them, to 
en them with the horror, viſible in 
ene countenances 3 Fhett 
7 Food family to credit me with a 
=—_ > 8 * 2 as I have now an en- 
CA anus rtune . will enable me 
3 and _— Ly. 


Bren * 


ka 


8 
A Mk? 7 


evails upon to attend to per- 


iſe ſo, as to be ſeru 0 
For my own part, if I can het ſome Br 
ſiſter. added, to the 3 in hopes = 


HAR LOW E. . 


deſert ye all; marry, PFs re a life 
of reaſon, rather than a life of a ap ibn 
for the time to come. 5 7 5 


» 5 * 
13 e Var V r & 
1 — 5 „ £4. 4481 Far 
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| THURSDAY Nen r. 

15 Was . to take back my twenty 
guineas. How the women mana- 
ged it, I can't tell; (I ſuppoſe they too 
readily found; a purchaſer for the rich 

ſuit) hut ſhe miſtruſted, that I was the 


adyancer of the money; and would not 
let the cloaths No Mrs. Lovick 
has actually Gl, for fifteen guineas, 


, ſome rich yn . three times the 


ſum: out of which ſhe repaid her the 
money ſhe borrowed for fees to the doc - 
tor, in an illneſs occaſioned by the bar- 
barity of 1 ſavage of men. hen 
knoaweſt bis name! 

The doctor led on her i in then morn: ˖ 

dai ſeems, and had a ſhort debate 

her about fees. She inſiſted, that 

he ſhould take one every time he came, 
write or not write; miſtruſting, that 
he only gave verbal directions to Mrs. 
Lovick, or thomurle; to avoid taking, 
an 

He ſaid, that | it would have ben 
poſſible for him, had he nat been a phy- 
ſician, to forbear enquiries after the 
health and welfare of ſo excellent + 
perſon, He had not the thought o 


- 


Paying harp compliment ig. declini doing | 


the offered fee: but he knew. her 
could not ſo, ſuddenly vary, as t6- +" 
mand his daily; viſits. - She muſt per- 
mit him, therefore, to enquire of the 
women below! after her health; and he 
muſt pot think of coming up, if 2 
were to be nay er 
ſatis faction A was ſo. deſirous en 
himſelf. 

It ended in 2 compromiſe for, a fee. 


| ay” other time: which ſhe unwilling / 


by ſubmitted to; telling him, that. 
though ſhe was at preſent deſolate and 


in e yet her circumſtances were, 


of right, high; and no ex penxes could 


1 whether ſne 
e ſubmitted, ſhe, 


lived or died. 


ſee him as often as he had opportunity: 
for the really looked upon — 9 294 
Mr. Goddard, + from their Kind, 0nd, * 


knew what to ſay. 


CLARISSA 
tender treatment of her 
next to filial. 3 
I hope thou wilt make thyſelf ac- 
quainted with this worthy doctor, when 
thou comeſt to town; and give him thy 
thanks, for putting her into conceit 
with the ſex that thou haſt given her {o 
much reaſon to execrate. Farewel. 


, with a regard 


1 „ 
LETTER LXXVIII. 


MR. LOVELACE, TO JOHN BEL- 
FORD, ESQ. 


3 M. HALL, FRIDAY, JULY 21. 
UST returned from an interview 
SH with this Hickman: a preciſe fop 
of a fellow, as ſtarched as Fe ruffles. 
Thou knoweſt I love him not, Jack; 
and whom we love not, we cannot al- 
low a merit to! perhaps not ' the merit 
they ſhould be granted. However, Iam 
in earneſt, when I ſay, that he ſeems 
to me to beſo ſet, fo prim, ſo affected, 
ſo mincing, yet ſo clouterly in his per- 
ſon, that I dare engage for thy opinion, 
if thou Joſt Juſtice to him, and to thy- 
ſelf, that thou never beheldeſt ſuch ano- 
ther, except in a pier-glaſs. ' _ 
I'Il tell thee how I played him off, 
He came in his own charjot to Dor- 
mer's; and we took a turn in the gar- 
den, at his requeſt, He was deviliſn 
ceremonious, and made a buſhel of apo- 
logies for the freedom he was going to 


take: and, after half a hundred hums 
and haws, told me, that he came—that 


he came—to wait on me—at the requeſt 


of dear Miſs Howe, on the account 


on the account—of Miſs Harlowe, _ 
Well, Sir, ſpeak on,” ſaid I: but 
* give me leave to ſay, that if your 
book be as long as your preface, it 
* will jake up a week to read it.” 
This was Wc rough, thow'lt ſay: b 
but there is nothing like baulking theſe 
; Formaliſts at firſt. When _ are put 
cout of their road, they are fill 
doubts of themſelves, and can never 
& into it again; ſo that an. honeſt fel- 
oh impertivently attacked, as I was, 
has all the game in his own ha 
through the conference. 
le ſtroaked his chin, and hardly 
At laſt, after pa- 
rentheſis within parentheſis, apologiz- 
ing for apologies, in imitation, I {ul 


nd quite 


wes 


e. Leders blot toſs Howe, P. 876 of tis Valua 


4% 


. © Hickman?” 


weill moſt readily attend you, Sir; to 
Miſs Howe, and fatisfy her in all her 
. * ſcruples. Come, Sir, I will wait u | 


. © alone. We can talk as we ride. 


neckcloth, which was long enough fi 


, © that in your part of the letter, you | 


Thus you b 
ed with 


EE” 
HARLOWE. QI 
poſe, of Swift's Digreſſion in praiſe of 
Digreſſions I preſume—l preſume, 
Sir, you were privy to the viſit made 
© to Miſs Howe by the young ladies 
© your couſins, in the name of Lord M. 
«© and Lady Sarah Sadleir, and Lady 
© Betty Lawrance. ; 
* I was, Sir: and Miſs Howe had a 
© letter afterwards, ſigned by his lord- 


_* ſhip and by thoſe ladies, and under- 


„ written b 


y myſelf, Have you ſeen 
i, Se : 


IJ can't ſay but 1 have. It is the 
incipal cauſe of this viſit: for Miſe - 


o 


r 
3. ; pts thinks your part of it is writ- 


© ten with ſuch an air of levity Par- 

© don me, Sir that ſhe knows not whe. _ 

* ther you are in earneſt, or not, in your + 

* agdreſs to ber for her intereſt to her 

© friend *." 5 | 
Will Miſs. Howe permit me to ex- 

* plain myſelf in perſon to her, Mr. 


of 


O Sir, by no means. Miſs Howe, 
I am ſure, would not give you that 
© trouble. | 7 

I ſhould not think it a trouble. I 


© you now. You have achariot. Are - 


1 | s F 


He heſitated, wriggled, winced, ſtroak- l 
ed his ruffles, ſet his wig, and pulled his 

a bib— I am not going directly back 
* to Miſs Howe, Sir. It will be as 
© well, if you will be ſp good as to ſa- 


« tisfy Mits Howe by me.” | 3 
a What is itſhe ſcruples, Mr, Hick- | 
c man?” -. 


Why, Sir, Miſs Howe obſeryes, + - 
© ſav-—But let me ſee, Sir—T have a 
copy of what you wrote, [Pulling it 
out ]—* Will you give me Jeave, Gir? 

| egin = Dear Miſs >. 
. How 1 do re Ws N, 

© No offence, I hope, Mr. Hick- - 
© man?" 1 "rh 888 
None in the leaſt, Sir None at 
* . . as it were, 
to read. 0 
Do you uſe ſpectacles, Mr. Hick- 


© man?” 


_ © Spedacles, Sir '—His whole brodde | 
face lifted up at me Spectacles! * 1 F; 
© What makes you alk me ſuch a queſ- „ | 

wy . a * 
| 8 2 tion? 
/ — 


* - 
; \ 


- 
% 
” 
WE CEP SIR & 
1 
8 1 1 * 
5 3 J [ 


« ſpect 


atles, Sir!“ 


They do in Spain, Mr. Hickman: _ 


© young as well as old, to fave their 
_ © eyes. — Have you ever read Prior's 


Ana, Mr. Hickman ? 


I have, Sir! — Cvſtom is every+ 

© thing in natiops, as well as with in- 
8 Aer duale: 

li cuſtom. 


1 man?” . 5 

No, Sir: have been in Holland.“ 
In Holland, Sir !—Never in France 

1 or Italy? -I was reſolved to travel 


with him into the land of Puxgledom. 


4 That's 4 wonder, Sir, when on the 
* 


continent!“ 


II Vent on a particular affair: I was 
d obliged to return ſoon.” - N 


Well, Sir; you was going to read 
Pray 3 to proceed. 4 

Again he took aim, as if his eyes 
were older than the reſt of Him; and 


read—* After what is written above, 
© and figned by namet and charatters of 
- » © ſuch ungueſtionable honour=——, TO 


be fare,” (taking off his eyr) no- 
2 body gueſtions the honour of Lord 


M. nor that of the good ladies who | 


« ſigned the letter.” 


: | © »»-J- hope, Mr, Hickman, nobody 
8 ei „ Spb 


If you pleaſe, Sir, I will read on 
4 might ha us been excuſed jigning a 


e name, almfl as hateful to myſelf,” — 
N pleaſed to ſay]— as 7 


- © [You are 
% NNO t vo“ 

4 rupt you st this place. In what T 
s wrote to Miſs Howe, I diſtinguiſhed 
the word KNow. Thada reaſon for 
© it. Miſs Howe has been very free 
© with my character. I have never 


done her any harm. I take it very ill. 
© of her. And 1 hope, Sir, you come 


in her name to make excuſes for it. 
< Mifs Howe, Sir, is 2 very polite 
young lady. She is not accuſtomed 
s to treat any man's character unbe- 
© comigly,” | 


I know the meaning of 


WP] owe queſtion But tis not the Eng- 
| F; s ; 3 40 


© Was you ever in Spain, Mr, Hick- 


« No, Sir 5 TI cannot fay 1 have, as ; 


_ © likewiſe defire 


* 


6 tion? Such 3 young man as I uſe * freedoms as 


; 5 Howe has taken 
* with my character. . 1 8 
(I believe he began to wiſh he had 
not come near me. He ſeemed quite, 
diſconcerted. 95 
Have you not heard Miſs Howe 
treat my name with great: 
Sir, I come not to offend or affront 
ou: but you know what a love there 
is between Miſs Howe and Miſs 
Harlowe. -I doubt, Sir, you have not 
treated Miſs Harlowe, as ſo fine a 


And if love for her friend has made 
Miſs Howe take freedoms, as you 
call them, a mind not ungenerous, on 
ſuch an occaſion, will rather be ſorry, 
for having given the cauſe, than 
IJ. know. your conſequence, Sir! 
But I'd rather have this reproof from 
a lady, than from a gentleman, I. 
have a great deſire to wait upon Miſs. 
Howe. I am perſuaded we ſhould. 


. 
c 
. 
6 
. © young lady deſerved to be treated, 
c 
c 
ov 
o 
c 


De 2 oa minds are always of kin, 


know we ſhould agree in every- 
 thing.—-Pray, Mr. Hickman, be ſo 
kind as to introduce me to Miſs. 
Howe.“ 5 1 85 
Sir—I can ſignify your defire, if 
© you pleaſe, to Miſs HoW-W e.. 
Ho ſo.— Be pleaſed to read on, Mr. 

© Hickman.“ 8 „ - 
He did very formally, as if Iremem- 
bered not what 1 had written; and 
when he came to the paſſage about the 
halter, the parſon, and the hangman, 
reading it Why, Sir,“ ſays he, does 


« 
4 
c 
» 
© ſoon come to a good underſtanding, 
6 
c 
6 
6 
. 


© not this look like a jeſt ?—Miſs Howe 


© thinks it does. It is not in the lady's 
© to the gallows.” RC rg RE DIR 
© Then, if it were, Mr. Hickman, - 
you think the would?“ 5 
Vou ſay here to Miſs Howe, pro- 
ceeded be, © that Miſs' Harlowe is the 
* moſt injured of ber ſex. I know, from 
* Miſs Howe, that. ſhe highly. reſents. 
© the injuries you own: inſomuch:thag.. 
© Miſs Howe doubts. that ſhe ſhallne-. 
ver prevail upon her to overlook them; 
© and as your, family are all defirous 
vou ſhould repair her wrongs, and. 
Mite Howe's interpo- 


8 49 power, you know, Sir, to doom. you. : + 
Well, Mr. Hickman, I muſt inter- b 


hen F beve the more reaſon tot ſition. with her, friend; Miſs Howe 


& take it amiſs, Mr. Hickman,” 
Why, 
4 ſhip—" 


4 


1 
A 
; . 


31 
£ = 


fears, from this part of your letter, 
Sir, you know the friend- that you are too much in 1 and. 
hip: t © that your offer to do her juſtice is ra- 
No friendſhip ſhould warrant ſuch * ther in compliment, 


* 
% 


nt to your friends 
_ * entreatics, - 


- 


CLARISSA HARLOWE. 


t entreaties, than proceeding from your 
© own inclinations: and ſhe deſires to 
© know your true ſentiments on this 


© ther.” | 

Do you think, Mr. Hickman, that, 
© if I am capable 'of deceiving my own 
relations, I have ſo much obligation 
to Miſs Howe, who has always treat- 


© ed me with great freedom, as to ac- 


. knowledge to ber, what I don't to 
them? 

« Sir, I beg pardon: but / Miſs Rowe 
© thinks, that, as you have written to 
© her, ſhe may aſk you, by me, for an 

8 explanation of what you have writ- 

© ten.” 

Fou ſee, Mr. Hickman, ſomething 
© of me.—Do you think Iam in jeſt, or 

© in earnelt?” 

II ſee, Sir, you are a gay 1 

2 of fine ſpirits, and all that—All I 

3 beg in Miſs Howe's name, is, to 

know if you really, and bona fide, 

c join with your friends in deſiring her 
© to uſe her intereſt to reconcile you to 
£ Miſs Harlowe?” 

I ſhould be extremely glad to be 
© reconciled to Miſs Harlowe; and 
© ſhould owe great obligations to Miſs 
© Howe, if ſhe could bring about ſo 
© happy an event.” 

Well, Sir, and you have no ob- 
c jections to marriage, I preſume, as 
the condition of thatreconciliation?” 

© I never liked matrimony, in my 
© life. I muſt. be plain with 1 Mr. 
« Hickman,” 

I am ſorry for i it: 1 think i ita very 
happy ſtate,” 
bop you will find it , Mr. 

. Hickman. . 

I doubt not but I ſhall, Sir. Ad 
« I dare fay, ſo would you, if you were 
© to have Miſs Harlowe.' 

If I could be happy in it with any- 
c body, it would be with Miſs Har- 
c lawe.” 

I am ſurprized, Sir!—T hen, after 
5 71 you don't think of marrying Miſs 
a rlowe After the hard uſage . 
What hard uſage, Mr. Hickman? 
© I don't doubt but a lady of her nice- 
55 nefs has repreſented what would ap 
FL trifles to any other, 1n a So. 
ong light.“ 

If what I have had hinted to me, 
Sir Excuſe me — has been offered to 
© the lady, ſhe has morè than trifle to 
— complain "IG 


_ © honeſt good ſort of a man,” 


me to perſuade you to do ot 


915 


Let me know what you haye heard, 


© Mr. Hickman? I will very truly an- 
ſwer to the accuſations.” 
© occaſion, before the interpoſes fur- 


Sir, you know helt what vou have 


© done; you on the lady is the It 
< injured, as well as the moſt deſerving 
© of her ſox.” 


I do, Sir; and yet, I would be glad 
to know what you have heard; for 
on that, perhaps, depends my an- 


« 

o 

© ſwer to the queſtions Miſs Howe puts 
to me by you.“ 


Why, then, Sir, ſince you alk it, 
you cannot be diſpleaſed if I anſwer 


6 

© you ;—Tn the firſt place, Sir, you will 
© acknowledge, I ſuppoſe, that you pro- 
= 
o 


miſed Miſs Harlowe marriage, and 
all that?“ 
Well, Sir, and I ſuppoſe what you 


© have to charge me with is, that I was 
| © deſirous to have all that, 
„ 


without mar- 


* Cot-ſo, Sir, I know you are deemed 


© to be a man of wit: but may I not 
« aſk, if theſe things fit not too light 
upon you?“ 


When a ching i is done, and cannot 


be helped, tis right to make the beſt 
«© of it. 
. © ſo too. | 
EF think; Sir, ladies ſhould -not be | 
© deceived. I think a promiſe to a lady 
© ſhould be as Bo chris as to any other 


L wiſh the lady would think 


[3 

perſon 

1 gene 190 think: ſo, Mr. Hick - 
man: and I believe you are a very : 


. © would always keep my word, Sir, 2 


© whether to man or woman.“ 


© You ſay well. And far be it from 


iſe. 
© But what have you farther heardꝰꝰ 
(Thou wilt think, Jack, I muſt be 


very defirovs to Low] in what light my 
elected ſpouſe had repreſented things to 
Miſs Howe; and how far Miſs Howe 
had communicated them to Mr. Hick - 


man.) 

< Sir, this is no part of my preſent 
c vy oe.” 4 
; t, Mr. Hickman tis part of 
F mine. I hope you would not expect 


© that I ſhould le your 3 
at the ſame time that you refuſed to 
© anſwer mine. „Wu, pray, have you 


©, farther heard? 


"nh ow , then, Sir, if Yd ſay, 1am 
c told that Miſs Harlowe was carried 


© to a very bad houſe.” 
3 W. * 3 people did not 
| 8 . 


- 


- 
$5 
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Di ſo ge 
What fart er have you heard? 


3 
c 
0 


I have heard, Sir, that the lady had 


© ſtrange advantages taken of her, very 
"ly — ones: but what I cannot lay. 


Mud cannot you ſay Cannot you 


© 'gxeſs ?— Then I'Il tell you, Sir. Per- 


© haps ſome moet was taken with her 
eep. Do you think + 


© when the was a 
no lady ever was taken at ſuch an 
advantage? Vou know, Mr. Hick- 
man, that ladies are very ſhy of truſt- 


ing themſelves with the modeſteſt of 
4 our fex, when they are diſpoſed to 
© ſleep; and why ſo, if they did not 


45 e that advantages would be taken 
« of them at ſuch times? 


$4 But, 'Sir, had not the lady ſome- 


© thing given her to make her ſleep?” 

"© Aye, Mr. Hickman, that's the queſ- 

tion: \I' want to know if the lady fays 

© ſhe had?” „ „ 

I have not ſeen all ſhe has written; 
but by what I have heard, it is a very 


+ © black affair Excuſe me, Sir. 


that ſhe is the only la 


— 


4 1 do excuſe you, Mr. Hickman : 


but, ſuppoſing it were ſo, do you think 


© a lady was never impoſed upon by 


& wine, or ſo?—Do you think the moſt 
- © cautious woman in the world might 


© not be cheated by a ſtronger liquor 


© for a ſmaller, when ſhe was thirſty, 


after a fatigue in this very warm wea- 

= "ther? And d& yeu think, if ſhe was 

thus thrown; into of ound ſleep, 
* 


taken at ſuch advantage? 
Even as you n 

£ lace, this matter 1s not a light one. 
« But I fear it is a great deal heayier 

than ze you put it. 


What reaſons have you to fear this, 
/ © vir? What has the lady faid? dips 


let me know. I have reaſer'to be ſo 


5 © earneſt.” W ; 


Why, sir, Miſs Howe herſelf knows 
© not the whole. The lady promiſes to 


give her all the particulars at a proper 
8 Cs, if ſhe lives; but has ſaid 5 #44 
1 © to make it out to be a very bad af 


CE fair.“ 3 | OY ; 
« yet given all the particulars. And, 


< fince ſhe has not, you may tell Miſs 


„Howe from me, that neither ſhe nor * 


© any woman in the world can be more 


& vittuous than Miſs'Harlowe is to this 


| 1 hour, as to her o mind. Tell her, 


at 1 hope the never vill know the ( repeat, to Tay any. thing 


4 2 
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|-38 they ſhould be, 


* 


that evef was 


make it, Mr. Love- 


tunes, that T hope you are incapa 


ARLOWE. 


c particulars ; but that 


„ 
- 


ſhe has been 


_© unworthily uſed: tell her, that though 


© I know not what the has ſaid, yet I 
have ſuch an opinion of her veracity, 


that I would blindly fubſcribe to the 


truth of every tittle of it, though it 
make me ever ſo black. Tell her, 
that I have but free things to blame 
her for; oxe, that ſhe won't give me 
an opportunity of repairing her 


ready to acquaint every-body with 
hs ſhe has ſuffered, that it will put 


wrongs, with any tolerable reputa- 
tion to either of us. 
Hickman, anſwer any part of the in- 
tention of this viſit ? n 


2 ? 
man of honour, I own. But you ſay 


© to tell it you, or not. Perhaps you 

* won't believe it, if I do. But though 
© the lady will tell the truth and no- 

© thing but the truth; yet, perhaps, ſhe 

© will not tell you the hole truth.” 


© Pray, Sir But it mayn't be ꝓro- 


per—Yet you give me great curioſity. 
Sure there is no miſconduct in the 
lady. I hope there is not. I am ſure, 


be faultleſs in every 
would not intereſt her 
her favour as ſhe does, 
loves he. e 

I love Miſs Harlowe too well, Mr. 


eee ſhe 
el 


fſo much in 


= 
K A a an a = 6 


© Hickman, to wiſh to leſſen. her in 


« Miſs Howe's opinion; eſpecially as 


c 

= 

c 

6 

6 

0 

c 

© wrongs: the ſzcond, that ſhe is ſo 
c 

* 

5 

« 

c Will this, Mr. 
o 

6 


it out of my power to redreſs thoſe 


Why, Sir, this: is talking like a 
there is a third thing you blame the 


© lady for—May I aſk what that is?* 
don't Know, Sir, whether ought 


if Miſs Howe did not believe her tod 


— 


dearly as ſhe | 


© ſheis abandoned of every other friend. 


But, perhaps, it would hardly be cre- 
t dited, if I ſhould tell you.“ 


I T ſhould be very ſorry, Sir, and ſo ; 
© would Miſs Howe, if this poor lady's 


conduct had laid her under obliga-. 
tion to you for this reſerve.—You 
© have ſo much the appearance of a 


q 8 as well as are ſo much 
c di 


ſtinguiſhed in your family and 


© ' loading ſuch a young lady as this, in 


© order to lighten yourſelf — Excuſe 5 


6 ne; Si | 
I do, I do, Mr. Hickman. You 
ſay you came not with any intention 
to affront me, I take freedom, and 


\c 1 give it. I ſhould be very loth, 1 


that may 
© weaken 


i 


88 
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© weaken Miſs Harlowe in the good 
© opinion of the only friend ſhe thinks 
6 the has left. ' - - A 
it may not be proper,” ſaid he, 
© for me to know your third article 
« againſt this unhappy lady: but I ne- 
© yer. heard of any-body, out of her 


© own implacable family, that had the 


c leaſt doubt of her honour. Mrs, 
© Howe, indeed, once ſaid, after a con- 
© ference with one of her uncles, that 
C, ſhe feared all was not right on her 
£ fide. —But elſe, I never heard—" _ 
© Oons, Sir!'—in a fierce tone, and 
with an ere& mien, ſtopping ſhort upon 
him, which made him ſtart back—* Tis 
© next to blaſphemy to queſtion this 
lady's honour ! She is more pure than 
a veſtal; for veſtals have been often 


from the firſt to the preſent, ever pro- 
duced, nor will the future, to the end 


duce, a young blooming lady, tried 
as ſhe has been tried, who has ſtood 
all trials, as ſhe has done. Let me 
tell you, Sir, that you never ſaw, ne- 
ver knew, never heard of, ſuch ano- 
ther woman as Miſs Harlowe.* 

Sir, Sir, I beg your nn Far 
be it from me to queſtion the lady. 


1 * 
„„ „„ „ „ „„ 4 „ 6 


that could be ſo conſtrued. I have the 
utmoſt honour for her. Miſs Howe 
loves her, as ſhe loves her own ſoul ; 
and that ſhe would not do, if ſhe 
were not ſure ſhe were as virtuous as 
VV EET 
4. berſelf, Sir! —I have a high 
opinion of Miſs Howe, Sir—But, I 
dare fay— _ 5 
What, Sir, dare you ſay of Miſs 
- © Howel—lI hope, Sir, you will not 
< preſume e Gere Ap nu to the diſ- 
t paragement of Miſs Howe. 
© Preſume, Mr. Hickman |!—That is 
© preſuming language, let me tell you, 
bo. A. Hickman !” 3 
The occaſion for it, Mr. Lovelace, 


Sn. ‚ a «a M M AX 
. * 


deſigned, is preſuming, if you, 
c ph Kr am ws a ee ready to She 
< offence, Sir—Eſpecially where I am, 
employed as a mediator. But no man 
breathing ſhall ſay diſparaging things 
"CC Miſs 


2 © out obſervation,” d 


Well ſaid, Mr. Hickman. I diſ- 
© like not your ſpirit, on ſuch a ſup- 


© poſed oecaſion. But what I was go- 


© ing to ſay is this, that there is not, in 


* U 


warmed by their own fires. No age, 


of the world, I dare aver, ever pro- 


You have not heard me ſay a word, 


WJ 


my opinion, a woman in the world, 
© who ought to compare herſelf with, 
« Miſs Clariſſa Harlowe till ſhe has 
© ſtood her trials, and has behaved un- 
der them, and after them, as ſhe has 
done. Vou ſee, Sir, I ſpeak againſt 
myſelf. You ſee I do. For, Thee. 
tine as I am thought to be, I never 
will attempt to bring down the mea 
ſures of right and wrong: to the ſtan- 
dard of my actions. . 
Why, Sir, this is very right. It is 
very noble, I will ſay. But tis pity— 


a 


A K 6A 


04 e e a 


tence, will not ſquare his actions ac- 
cordinglye? Io ron 8 
„That, Mr. Hickman, is another 


wiſh not that Miſg Howe ſhould have 
Miſs Harlowe's trials: and I rejoice, 


a a a a _*» 


from ſo good a man. 


(Poor Hickman He looked as if he 
knew not whether I meant a compliment 
or a reflection!) | 


But, proceeded I, ſnce I find that 
I have excited your curioſity, that you 


may not go away with a doubt that 


rable of women, I am inclined to hint 
to you what I have in the third place 
to blame her for.“ 5 

Sir, as you pleaſe It may not be 
proper.“ 4 6 - 


\. © It cannot be very improper, Mr. 
Hickman 80 let me aſk you, What 


« would Miſs Howe think, it her friend 


* is the more determined againſt me, be. 
6 


« verily believe that!) of encouraging 


© another lover ?? \ 


* 7 


caſe I can tell you, Sir, if Miſs 


approve of it at all: for; as little as 
you think Miſs Howe likes you, Sir, 
tions by her friend, I know ſhe is of 
bod living but you: and ſhould con- 


tinue ſingle all her life, if ſhe be Hot 
yours. | 


HG K a & KX K 


ngs * Reve and obſtinacy, Mr. Hick- 
owe, in my hearing, with- man, will make women, the beſt of 


them, do very unaccountable things. 
Rather than not put out both eves of 


the man they are offended with, they 


vill give up one of their oẽ n. 
I don't know what to fay. to this, 
8 Sir: 


918 


Excuſe me, Sir— tis pity, that the 
man who can pronounce ſo fine a ſen 


point. We all err in ſome things. I 


that ſhe is in no danger of any ſuch . 


may be injurious to the. moſt. admi- 


cauſe ſhe thinks (in revenge to me, F 


© How, Sir Sure this 8 be the 


Howe thought this, ſhe would not 5 


and little as ſhe approves of your ac- 


opinion, that the ought to have no- 


r. -m! ²˙ ad 
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Sir: but, ſure, ſhe cannot encourage 
© any other perſon's addreſs 80 ſoon, 
* tag— Why, Sir, the is, as we are 
© told, ſo ill, and fo weak—— * 
Not in reſentment weak, III aſ- 
© fureyou. I am well acquainted with 
all her movements — And I tell you, 
believe it, or not, that ſhe refuſes me 
1 jn view of anther lover. 
5 * Can it be? . * ; | 
« *Tis true, by my fou}!—Has-ſhe 
- © nothinted this to Miſs Howe, do you 
_<chnk? | N 
No, indeed, Sir. If fhe had 1 
1 © ſhould not have troubled you at this 
© time from Mifs Ho-... 
Well, then, you ſee I am right: 
*.that though ſhe cannot be guilty of 
* a falſhood, yet ſhe has not told her 
© friend the whole truth. 
What ſhall a man ſay to theſe 
things! (Looking - moſt ſtupidly 
perplexed.) F p 
- © © Say! Say! Mr. Hickman l- Who 
can account for the workings and 
© ways of a paſſionate and offended 
Woman? Endleſs would be the hiſto- 
2 ries 1 could give you, within m 
2 oben knowledge, of the dreadful 7 
© ſects of women's paſſionate reſent - 
„ ments, and what that ſex will do 
' © when diſappointed. 5 
There was Miſs DORRINGTON, 
©: [Perhaps you know her not] who 
1 run away with her father's groom, 
© becauſe he would not let her have a 
T half-pay officer, with whom (her 
+ © paſſions all up) ſhe fell in love at firſt 
© fight; as he accidentally paſſed under 
. * her window. {20k 55 
There was Miſs SAVAGE; ſhe 
married her mother's coachman, be- 
cauſe her mother refuſed her a jour- 
© ney to Wales; in apprehenſion, that 
«*. Miſs intended to league herſelf with 
© a F8mote couſin of unequal fortunes, 
of whom ſhe was not a little fond 
© when he was a viſiting-gueſt at their 
eee A Wy 
There was the young widow AN - 
son who ee Rerſelf 
2 Wighted by a younger brother of a 
a = £7 family, (Sarah Stout like) 
took it into her 
JGG | 
© Miſs SALLY ANDERSON, [You 
t F have heard of her, no doubt] being 


addreſs 


* 


— 


to drown ber : 1 a pe 
| 1 ns if there be any-thing in it. The 


w 
* 
— * 2 


CLARISSA HARLOWE. 5 
© threw herſelf into the arms of an ug 
© ly dog, a ſhoemaker's apprentice, 


© running away with him in a'pair of 


© ſhoes he had juſt fitted to her feet, 


© though ſhe never ſaw the fellow be- 


© fore, and hated him ever after: and, 


© at laſt, took laudanum to make her 
© forget for ever herown folly. 


FgBut cãn there be a ſtronger inſtance + 
© in point, than what the unaccounta- 
© Hle reſentments of ſuch a lady ag 


* Miſs Clariſſa Harlowe afford us r 


Who at this very inſtant, ill as the 


© is, not. only encourages, but, in a 
© manner, makes court to one of the 
© moſt odious dogs that ever was ſeen? 
© I think. Miſs Howe ſhould not be 
© told this—And yet ſhe ought too, in 
© order to diſſuade her from ſucha pre- 
s poſterous raſhneſs.* _ 

O fiel O ſtrange! Miſs Howe knows 
© nothing of this! To be ſure ſhe won't 
© Jook upon her, if this be true!” _ 

Tis true, very true, Mr. Hickman! 


True as I am here to tell you fol 


* And heis an ugly fellow too; uglier 


to look at than me.“ 15 
Than hon, Sir! Why, to be ſure, 
* you are one of the handſomeſt men in 
England.“ 


Well, but the wretch ſhe ſo ſpite- 
« fully prefers to me is a miſ-ſhapen, 


© meagre varlet; more like a ſkeleton 


© than a man! Then he dreſſes - you 


never ſaw a devil ſobedizened! Hardly 


© 4 coat to his back, nor a ſhoe to his 
© foot : a bald-pated villain, yet grudg- 
< es to buy a peruke to hide his bald. 


© neſs: for he is as covetous as hell, 


never ſatisfied, yet plaguy rich,” 
Why, Sir, there is-ſome joke in this, 
© ſurely. A man of common parts 


* knows not how to take ſuch gentle-- 


© men as you But, Sir, if there be 
© any truth in the ſtory, What is he? 
© Some Jew, or miſerly citizen, I ſup- 
©. 2 that may have preſumed be he 
« lady's diftreſsful circumſtances; and 
* your lively wit points him out as it 
E pleaſes.” = ” 


* 


Why the raſcal has eſtates in every, | 
« county in England, and out of Eng- 


land too. ; 
« Some Eaſt India governor, I ſup- 


© lady once had thoughts of going a- 
© broad. But, I fancy, all this time 


t checked by her uncle for encourag- you are in jeſt, Sir. If not, wemuſt 
_ 5 ſurely have heard of him 


a—_— 3 


. 


ws. ; 5 N * 


FE 


0 
— 


Heard of him! Ay, Sir, we have all 
© heard of him But none of us care 
to be intimate with him except this 
lady and that, as I told you, in, 
thy 755 to me His name, in ſhort, is 
o 


BATH !—DEATH, Sir,“ ſtamp- 


ing, and ſpeaking loud, and full in his 


ear; which made him jump half a yard 


high. 

Thou never beheldeſt any man fo 
diſconcerted. He looked as if the 
frightful ſkeleton was before him, and. 
he had not his accounts ready. When 
_ a little recovered, he fribbled with his 
waiſtcoat buttons, as if he had been 
telling his beads. 
© This, Sir,' proceeded I, * is her 
© wooer!—Nay, ſhe is fo forward a 
c. girl, that ſhe wwooes bim: but I hope 

© jt never will be a match“ 
He had before behaved, and now 
looked, with more ſpirit than I expect- 
ed from him. 5 $55 


© I came, Sir, laid he, £ as a mediator Wn 


© of differences. It behoves me to keep 
< my temper. 
ſhort, upon me, as much as I love 
peace, and to promote it, I will not 
© be jll-uſed.” | : 5 
As 1 had played ſo much upon him, 
it would have been wrong to take him 
at his more than half-menace: yet, I. 
think, I owe him a grudge, for his pre- 
ſuming to addreſs Miſs Howe. | 
© You mean no.defiance, I preſume, 
Mr. Hickman, any more than I do 
© offence. On that preſumption, Iaſk 
Jour excuſe. But this is my way. I 
mean no harm. I cannot let ſorrow 
touch my heart. I cannot be grave 
ſix minutes together, for the blood of 


cellor Moore, I believe; and ſhould 
not forhear to cut a joke, were I up- 
on the ſcaffold. But you may ga- 


prefer Miis Harlowe, and that upon 
the juſteſt grounds, to all the women 
in the world: and wonder, that there 
ſhould be any difficulty to believe, 
from what I W ſigned, and from 
what I have promiſed to my relations, 
and enabled them to promiſe for me, 
that IL. ſhould be glad to marry that 
excellent creature upon herownterms. 
I acknowledge to you, Mr. Hickman, 
5s that; I have baſely. injured her. If 
6. ſhe will honour me with her hand, I 
declare, that it is my intention to 
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But, Sir, and turned 


upon thee. 
me. I am a deſcendent af old Chan- 


ther, from what I, have ſaid, that 1 


| 917 
© make her the beſt of huſbands. But, 
< nevertheleſs, I muſt ſay, that, if ſhe 
goes on appealing her caſe, and ex- 
© poling us both, as ſhe does, it is im- 
© poſſible to think the knot can be knit. 
© with reputation to either. And al- 
© though, Mr. Hickman, I have deli- 
© yered my apprehenſions under ſo lus 
© dicrous a figure, I am afraid, that ſhe 
© will ruin her conſtitution; and, by, 
© ſeekingDeath, when ſhe may ſhun him, 
* will not be able to avoid him when 
© ſhewouid be glad to do ſo. ; 
This coel and honeſt ſpeech let downs 


his ſtiffened muſcles into complacence. 


He was my very obedient and faithful, 
humble ſervant ſeveral times over, as I 
waited on him to his chariot: and I was. 
his almoſtas often. | 


And ſo exit-Hickman. 


LET TER. N 
MR. LOVELACE, TO JOHN 


| BEL. 


[iN aN8WER TO LETTERS LXXL. 
Bo L XVI. LXVII. I 
FRIDAY NIGHT, 'JULY 21 
1 Will throw away a few paragraphs 
upon the contents of thy laſt hock - 
ing letters juſt brought me; and ſend 
what I ſhall: write by the fellow who 


carries mine on the interview with. + 


Hickman, 0 

Reformation, I ſee, is coming faſt 
Thy-uncle's flow death, 
and thy attendance upon him, through 
every ſtage towards it, prepared thee: 
for it. 
way, as I will in mine, Happineſs. 
conſiſts in being pleaſed with what 
do: and if thou canſt find delight in 
being /ad, it will be as well for thee, as 
if thou wert merry, though no gther 
perſon ſhould join to keep thee in 
tante 4 e 

I am, nevertheleſs, exceedingly diſs... 
turbed at the lady's ill health, It is 
ent! 
was abſolutely triumpha 


dver me and 


the whole crew before. Thou beſieveſt 
me-guiltlefs of that: ſo, I hope, does 
ſhe, —The reſt, as I have often ſaid, js+ - - 
a common caſe ; only. a little uncoms , 
monly circumftanced; that's all: hy, 
then, ail theſe ſevere things from her, 


At 


and from thee? 


* ' 


But go thou on in thine own. 


y owing to the n ee She i 


1 
” * 
1 

af ” 


\ 
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well as lar 
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918 


As to felling her cloaths, and her 
haces, and ſo-forth, it has, I own, a 
fhogking ſound with it. What an im- 
placable as well as unjuſt ſet of wretch- 
es are thoſe of her unkindredly kin who 
have money of hers in their hands, as 
arrears of her own eſtate; 
yet withold both, aworwwedly to diſtreſs 
her! But may ſhe not have money of 
that proud and ſaucy friend of hers, 
Miſs Howe, more than ſhe wants ?— 
And ſhould not I be overjoyed, thinkeſt 
thou, to ſerve her ?—— What then is 


there in the parting with her apparel, 
but female perverieneſs?—And I am 


not ſure, whether I ought not to be 
glad, if ſhe does this out of ſpite to me. 


Some diſappointed fair-ones would 
have hanged, ſome drowned themſelves... 


My beloved only revenges herſelf upon 


her cloaths.” Different ways of work 
ing has paſſion in different boſoms, as 


humours or complexion induce, —Be- 
fides, doſt think I ſhall grudge to re- 
place, to three times the value, what 
the diſpoſes of? So, Jack, there is no 
great matter in this. . 75 

Thou ſeeſt how ſenſible ſhe is of the 


| CLARISSA 
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her eye: the eye, thou knoweſt, is the 
caſement, at which the heart generally 
looks out. Many a woman, who will 
not ſhew herſelf at the door, has tipt 
the ſly, the unintelligible wink from 


the windows. 


But Tom had. no management at all. 
A very careleſs fellow. Would never 
look into his own affairs. The eſtate 
his uncle left him was his ruin: wife, 
or miſtreſs, whoever was, muſt have 
had his fortune to ſport with. 

I have often hinted his weakneſs of 
this ſort to him; and the danger he was 
in-of becoming the property of deſign- 
ing people. But he hated. to take 
pains." He would ever run away from 


his accounts; as now, poor fellow! he 


would be glad to do from himſelf, 
Had he not had a woman to fleece him, 


his coachman or valet, would have 


been his „ and done it as 
* | 


effectual 


But yet, for many years, I thought 
ſhe was true to his bed. At leaſt I 
thought the boys were. his own. For 


though they are muſcular, and big- 


boned, yet I ſuppoſed the healthy mo- 


ſoothings of the polite doctor: this 
Will enable thee to judge how dread- 
fully the horrid arreſt, and her gloomy 


Fg 


ther might have furniſhed them with 
legs and ſhoulders: for ſhe is not of a 
delicate frame; and then Tom, ſome 
father's curſe, myſt have hurt her. IT Jars ago, looked up, and ſpoke more 
have great hope, if the will but ſeeme, like a man, than he has done of late; 
that my behaviour, my contrition, my ſqueaking inward]y, poor fellow! for 
|  ſoothings, may baveſome happy effects ſome time paſt, from contraed quai 
upon her. 2 e ipes, and wheezing from lungs half 
But thou art too ready to give me pit away. 3 5 
up. Let me ſeriouſly tell thee, that, - He complains, thou ſayeſt, that we 


— 


thou acteſt un 


all excellence as ſhe is, I think the 


* earneſt ee eee of my relations; 


the implored mediation of that little 


fury Miſs Howe; and the commiſſions 
| der from myſelf; are 
- ſuch inftances of condeſcenſion and 
high value in them, and ſuch contrition 


all run away from him. Why, after 


all, Belford, it is no pleaſant thing to 
ſee a poor fellow one loves, n | 
inches, yet unable to do him good. 

"here are friendſhips which are only 


bottle-deep : I ſhould be Joth to have it 


thought, that mine for any of my vaſ- 


« 
* 


in in that nothing farther can be 
done 80 here let the matter reſt for 
the preſent, till the conſiders better of 10g dg pn ee 
E intimacy ceaſing, the friendſhip will 
8 But now / a few words upon poor fade: but may not this ſort of friend- | 
Belton's caſe. IT own I was at #8 a © ſhip be more properly diſtinguithed by. | 
little ſtartled at the difloyalty of his the word compamonſhi; Rig © : 
'Thomafme: her hypocriſy to be for ſo But mine, as I ſaid, is deeper than 
many years undetected!— I have very this: I would till be as ready as ever 1 f 
lately had ſome intimations given me was in my life, to the utmoſt of my 
of her vileneſs; and had intended to power, to do him ſervice, _ . 
mention them to thee, when I faw thee. As one inſtance of this my readineſs - 
"To ſay the truth, I always ſuſpeted to extricate him from all his difficul- 


ſals is ſuch a one. Vet, with gay | 755 
hearts, which became intimate becauſe 1 
they were gay, the reaſon for their firſt 


5 


— 


4 


> 


| ties as to Thomaſine, doſt thou care. to 


propoſe to him an expedient, that is 


uſt come into my head? 


It is this: I would engage Thoma- 
fine and her cubs (if Belton be con- 


- vinced they are neither of them his) in 
a party of-. pleaſure, ' She was always 


complaiſant to me. It ſhould be in a 
boat, hired fer the purpoſe, to ſail to 
Tilbury, to the Ifle of Shepey, or 


5 up the Medway; and tis 


ut contriving to turn the boat bottom 


upward. I can ſwim like a fiſh. Ano- 


ther boat ſhall be ready to take up whom 


I ſhould direct, for fear of the worſt: 
and then, if Tom has a mind to be de- 
eent, one ſuit of mourning will ſerve 


© for all three: nay, the hoſtler-couſin 
may take his plunge from the ſteerage: 


and who knows but they may be thrown 


— ae 


ider which» 


up on the beach, Thomaſine and he, 
hand in hand?  ' 3 
This, thow'lt ſay, is no common 
« inſtance of friendſhip - _ 
Mean time, do thou prevail on him 


to come down to us: he never was more 


welcome in his life, than he ſhall be 
now: if he will not, let him find me 


ſome other ſervice; and I will clap a 
pair of wings to my ſhoulders, and he 
- - ſhall ee me come flying in at his win- 
dows at the word of command. 


' Mowbray and Tourville each intend 
ive thee a letter; and I leave to 


to 
5 55 rough varlets to handle thee as 
thou deſerveſt, for the ſhocking picture 


thou haſt drawn of their laſt ends. Thy 


N oven paſt guilt bas ſtared thee full in 
. ._  » the: face, one may ſee by it; and made 


thee, in conſciouſneſs of thy demerits, 
ſketch out theſe curſed ee ae Iam 
ap thou. haſt got the old fiend to hald 

glaſs * before thy own face ſo ſoon, 
Thou muſt be in earneſt ſurely, when 


thou wroteſt it, and have ſevere con- 


vĩction upon thee; for what. hardened 


varlet muſt he be, who could draw ſuch 
a picture as this, in ſport? | 


As for thy [reſolution of repenting 


and marrying; I would have thee con- 
0 1 ꝓ— wilt ſet about firſt. If 


thou wilt follow. my advice, thou ſhalt 


make ſhort work of it: let matrimony 


take place of the other; for then thou 


wilt, very poſſibly, have repentance 


come tumbling in faſt upon thee, as a 
conſequence, and ſo have both in one. 
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or I ſhall be very miſerable Met“? 
gaſped as ſhe ſpoke, with 


* 
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LETTER IXXx. 


MR. BELFORD, TO ROBERT LOVE- 
| LACE, ESQ, 


FRIDAY NOON, JULY 21. 


THIS morning I was admitted, as 
1 ſoon as I ſent up my name, into 
the preſence of the divine lady. Such 
I may-call her; as what T have to re- 


late will fully prove. 


She had had a tolerable night, and 
was much betterin ſpirits; though weak 


loo | h 

Mrs. Lovick and Mrs, Smith were 
with herz; and accuſed her, in a gentle 
manner, of having applied herſelf too 
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* ee and viſibly declining in 


aſſiduouſly to her pen for her ſtrength, 


having been up ever fince five. She 
ſaid, 
done for many nights: ſhe had found 


her ſpirits free, and her mind tolerably 


eaſy: and having, as ſhe had reaſon to 
think, but a ſhort time, and much 
do in it, ſhe muſt be a good houſewife 


+ She had been writing, the ſaid, 2 


e had reſted better than ſhe had 


of her hours. 5 


letter to her ſiſter: but had not pleaſed 


herſelf in it; though ſhe had made two 


"By hints I had dropt from time to 
time, the had reaſon, ſhe ſaid, to think 


that I knew every-thing that concerned 
her and her family; and, if ſo, muſt 
be acquainted with the heavy curſe her 


father had laid upon her; which ha 


a very ſhort time; which gave her great 
apprehenſions of the other part. 8 


had been applying herſelf to her filter, 
© T hope. 


to obtain a revocation of it. 
s my father will revoke it,” f. 


[And ſhe 
apprehenſion ] I am ready to tremble 


* at what the anſwer may be; for my. 


« ſiſtex is hard-hearted.* _ | 
I faid ſomething refle&ing vpon her 


friends; as to what they would deſerve 


to be thought of, if the unmerited im- 
precation were not withdrawn 

on which ſhe took me up, and talked 
in ſuch a dutiful manner of her parents 


6A 


* 


or three eſſays: but that the laſt muſt 


been dreadfully fulfilled in one part, as 
to her proſpects in this life, and that in 
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remain implacable) for their 1 


"to þ 
my 


laid ſhey, © that 
+ whole heart: —yet, that, although I 
_ ©'fay this with ſuch a determination as 
mall leave no room for doubt, I ſay 


* 
* 
2 N 
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as muſt doubly condemn them (if they 
n 


uman 
treatment of ſuch a daughter. _—_ 


She ſaid, I muſt not blame her pa- 


rents: it was her dear Miſs Howe's 
fault to do ſo. But what an enormity 


was there in her crime, which could 


et the beſt of parents (they had been 
20 her, till ſhe diſobliged them) in a bad 
light, for reſenting the raſhneſs of a 


Child from whoſe education they had 
reaſon to expect better fruits! There 


were ſome hard circumſtances in her 


Caſe, it was true: but my friend could 
tell me, that no eng perſon, through- 


out the whole fatal tranſaction, had 
acted out of character, hut herſelf.” She 


Jad incurred. If they ha ault, 


was only, that they would not in- 


1 
- 5835 themſelves of ſome circumſtances, 
which would alleviate a little her miſ- 


deed; and that ſuppoſing. her a more 
guilty creature than ſhe was, they pu- 
niſhed her without a hearing. 1 

Lord I was going tg curſe thee, 
Lowelace! How, every inflance of ex- 
cellence, in this all-excelling creature, 
condemns thee; — thou wilt ham reaſon 


pits POP F223 Va & - ak 804-4 534 
her, while ſhe was 


I then beſought 


capable of ſuch. glorious inſtances, of 


| | 50 and forgivenefs, to extend 
ne 


r goodneſs to a man, whoſe heart 


. Hled in every vein of it for the injuries 
he had done her; and who would make 
It rhe ſtudy of his whos life to repair 


The women would; have withdrawn 
When the ſubject became ſo. particular, 


But ſhe would not permit run to go. 
She told me, that i 


neſs into a ſubjeQ ſo. very. diſagreeable 
| my TT ont not be repeated. 

as there occaſion, ſhe ſaid, for 
nendly offices in your favour; 
fince ſhe had begun to write her whole 
mind upon. that ſubje& ro Miſs Howe, 
in anſwer to letters from her, in which 


Miss Ho urged the fame arguments, 


. 


rcble and worthy relations 
Mean time, you may let him know, 
1 reject him with my 


in compliment to the wiſhes of your 


9 


ons howerer with paſſion, On the 
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Tabentited therefore to. the. Taz ſne 
| any f 


oY that if after this time, I 
Was for entering with ſo much, earneſt- 


HARLOWwX. 


© contrary; tell him, that I am trying 


to bring my mind into ſuch a frame as 
© tobe able to pity him; [Poor perjur+ 


© ed wretch ! what has he not to an- 


« ſwer for!] and that I ſhall not think 


© myſelf qualified for the ſtate I am aſ- 


« piring to, if, after a few ſtruggles. 
© more, I cannot forgive him too; ànd 
© I hope,” claſping her hands together, 
uplifted as were her eyes, my dear 


65 2 father will ſet me the example 
Te 


my Heavenly one has already ſet us 
© all; and, by forgiving his fallen 


daughter, teach her to forgive the 


© man, who then, I hope, will not 


© have deſtroyed my eternal proſpects, 


as he has my temporal! 


Stop here, thou wwretch1—But I need 
not bid thee For ] can go no far. 


ther. F: 
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MR. BELFORD, IN CONTINUATION, 


? 
* . 
1 C 
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| V o ill imagine how affecting | 


1 her noble ſpeech and behaviour 


were to me, at the time, when the bare 


recollecting and tranſcribing them 
obliged me to drop my pen. The wo- 
men had tears in their eyes. I was 


ſilent for a few moments. —At laſt, - 


Matchleſs excellence! inimitablegood- 
©* neſs!* I called her with a voice ſo ac- 
cented, that I was half-aſhamed of my - 
ſelf, as it was before the women. 
But who could ſtand ſuch ſublime ge- 


her lovelineſs giving grace to all ſhe 


ſaid?— Methinks, ſaid I; [and 1 4 
Wa 2 a manner involuntarily, bent 


my Knee] I have before me an angel 


indeed. I can hardly forbear pro- 


© ſtration, and to beg your influence 


to draw; me after you, to the world 


vou are aſpiring to Vet But what 


: © ſhall I ſay Only, deareſt excellence, 
make me, in ſome {mall inſtances, ſer- 
© viceable to you, that I may (if I ſur- 

vive you) have the glory to think I 

was able to contribute to your ſatis- 

faction, while among us. 


Here I ſtopt. She was filent. I pro- 


_ ceeded—* Haye you no commiſſion to 


employ me in; deſerted as you are by 
* all your friends; among ſtrapgers, 
* though, I doubt not, worthy people? 


Cannot I be ſerviceable by meſlage, 
by letter-writing, by attending per - 


4 


— 


eee e ee 


neroſity of ſoul, in ſo young a creature, 


& nally, with either meſſage or letter, 
your father, your uncles, your bro- 
© ther, your ſiſter, Miſs Hove, Lord 


a 


office to be employed to ſerve you, 
abſolutely independent of my friend's 
wiſhes, or of my own wiſhes to oblige 
him ? Think, Madam, if I cannot?“ 
© I thank you, Sir: very heartily I 


a a «a & 


at preſent think of, or at leaſt reſolve 
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ſee what return the letter I have writ- 
ten will bring me.—Till then 
My life and my fortune, inter- 
rupted I, are devoted to your ſervice. 
© Permit me to obſerve, that here you 
_ are, without one natural friend; and 

© (ſo much do I know of your unhap. 
© py caſe) that you muſt be in a man- 
ner deſtitute of the means to make 
friends 8 


She was going to interrupt me, with 


a prohibitory kind of earneſtneſs in her 
manner. e 5 

I beg leave to proceed, Madam: I 
© have caſt about twenty ways how to 
© mention this before, but never dared 
4 till now. Suffer me, now that I 


have broken the ice, to tender myſelf - 


© as your banker only.—I know you 
vill not be obliged: you need not. 
© You have ſufficient of your own, if 
© it were in your hands; and from that, 
© whether you live or die, will I con- 
« ſent to be reimburſed. I do aſſure 
you, that the unhappy man ſhall ne- 
ver know either ny offer, or your 
acceptance Only permit me this 
fſmall | ET REN RR 

And down behind her chair I dropt 
a Bank note of fool. which I had 
brought with me, intending ſome how 
or other to leave it behind me: nor 
ſhouldſt thou ever have known it, had 
ſhe favoured me with the acceptance of 
itz as I told her. 


© You give me great pain, Me. Bel- 


© ford,” ſaid ſhe, by theſe inſtances 
© of your humanity. And yet, con- 
c ſidering the company I have ſeen you 
© in, I am not ſorry to find: you capa- 
© ble of ſuch. Methinks I am glad, 
© for the ſake of human nature, that 
. © there cauld be but one ſuch man in 
the world, as he you and I know. 


But as to your kind offer, whatever 


| © jt be, if you take it not up, you will 
greatly diſturb me, I bave no need 


425 
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M. or the ladies his ſiſters?— Any. 


thank you: but in nothing that I can 


upon, ean you do me ſervice. Iwill 


coul 
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* of your kindneſs, 1 have effets 


© enough, which I never can want, to 


« ſupply my preſent occaſions: and, if 
© 'needful, can have recourſe to Miſs 
© Howe. Ihavepromiſed that I would 
© —So, pray, Sir, urge not upon me 
© this favour. Take it up yourſelf, — 
© Tf you mean me peace and eaſe. of 
© mind, urge not this favour.'—And 
ſhe ſpoke with-impatience. "5, 


eg Madam, butone word 


Not one, Sir, till you have taken 


© back what you have let fall. I doubt 


© not either the honour, or the kindneſs,of 


© your offer; but you muſt not ſay one 
* word more on this ſubje&, I canngt 


© bear it.“ | 7 

She was ſtooping, but with pain. 
I therefore prevented her; and beſought 
her to forgive me for a tender, which, 
I ſaw, had been more diſcompoling to 


her than I had hoped (from the purity, 
of my intentions) it would be. But 1 
not bear to think, that ſuch a a 


mind as hers ſhould be diſtreſſed: fince 


the want of the conveniences ſhe was - 
uſed to abound in might affeft and 
diſturb her in the divine. courſe ſhe was 


© You are very kind to me, Sir, 
ſaid ſhe, © and very favourable in your 


opinion of me. But I hope, that 


cannot now be eaſily put out of m 

preſent Courſe, My declining heal 

will more and more confirm me in 
it. Thoſe who arreſted and con- 
fined me, no doubt, thought they had 
fallen upon the ready method to diſ- 
treſs me ſo, as to bring me into all 
their meaſures. But I preſume to 


be debaled, in eſſential iuſtances, b 

temporal calamities: little do thofe 
poor wretches know. of the force of 
innate principles, (forgive my own 


imagine, that-a priſon, or pet 
can bring a right-turned mii 
guilty of a wilful baſeneſs, in order 
to avoid ſuch bot - lived evils.” | 
- She then turned from me towards the 


window, with a dignity ſuitable to her 


words; and ſuch as ſhewed her to be 


more of ſoul than of body, at that in- 
ſtant. . EL os 
What magnanimity!—No wonder a 


virtue ſo ſohdly founded gould baffle 
all thy arty:=and that it forced thee 


(in order carry thy. accurſed point) 
i e GAs | Ro 


hope, that I have a mind that cannot 


implied vanity,” was her word) * who _ 


: wo; . a 5 
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her heart, he bad p 
- himſelf, to acquaint her friends how 


It was kind in the doctor, ſhe faid: 
, that no mort that ſort 

might be taken without 

or conſent. She would 


- but beg 
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te have recourſe. to thoſe unnatural 
ones, which robbed her of her charm- 


in ſenſes. ” 

Fe women were extremely affected, 
rs. Lovick eſpecially; who ſaid whiſ- 

peringly to Mrs. Smith, We have 


2 an angel, not a woman, with us, Mrs. : 


. 


Nepeated my offers to write to any of 


ber friends; and told her, that, having 
taken the liberty to acquaint Dr. H. 
with the cruel diſpleaſure of her rela- 
tions, as what I preſumed lay neareſt 
ropoſed to write 


i the was, if ſhe would not take it 
amiſs. . 


r knowled 
wait to ſee 


what effects her letter to her fiſter 


4 
s ) - 


berſelf, 


would have. All ſhe had to hope for, 


. was, that her father would revoke his 
malediction, previous to the laſt bleſſing 
me ſhould then implore: for the reſt, 
ker friends would think ſhe could not 


fuffer too much; and ſhe was content to 


ſuffer: for now, nothing could ha 
chat could make 8885 


| her wiſh to live, 
Mrs. Smith went down; and, ſoon 


returning, aſked, if the jady and I 


would not dine with her that day; for 
it was her wedding- day. She had en- 


Wo Fase Mrs. Lovick, ſhe ſaid; and ſnould 


ve nobody elſe, if we would do her 
chat op | . ag 5 3 
The charming creature + 
ſhook her head. Wedding-day," re- 
peated ſhe, © I with you, Mrs: Smith, 


many happy wedding-days But 


« you will excuſe ne. 
Mr. Smith came up with the ſame 
requeſt. They both applied to me.” 
. On condition the /ady would, I ſhould 


make no ſeruple; and would ſuſpend an 
enge dent: which actually had. 
Y 


en deſired they would all fit 
down. * You have ſeveral times, Mrs. 


© Lovick and Mrs. Smith, binted your 


£: wiſhes, that I would give you ſome 
little hiſtgry of myſelf: now, if you 
4 are at leiſhre, that this gentleman, 
ho, I have reaſon to believe, knows 
© it all, is preſent, and can tell you if 


1 give itjuſtly, or not, I will oblige 


© your cürigſity. 


3 


They all eagerly, the man Smfth t . 


down; and ſhe began an account of 
which I will endeavour to re- 
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peat, as eee in her own 8 as 1 


poſſibly can: for Ik now you will think 
it of importance to be apprized of her 
manner of relating your barbarity to 
her, as well as what her ſentiments are 


of it; and what room there is for the 
hopes your friends have in your fayour 


for her. 75 7 
At firſt when I took theſe lodgings,* 
ſaid ſhe, I thought of ſtaying but a 


© ſhort time in them; and ſo, Mrs. 
© Smith, I told you: I therefore avoid- 


© ed giving any other account of my- 
« ſelf than that I was a very unhappy 


creature, "ſeduced from good 


© youn | 
C Lien s, and eſcaped from very vile 
_ © wretches. . . 3 Fn 


© This account I thought myſelf 
obliged to give, that you might the 
leſs wonder at ſeeing a young creature 
ruſhing through your ſhop, into your 


own; craving lodging and protec- 
that you ſhould be handſomely paid: 
all my effects contained in a pocket- 
handkerchief. 

© My ſudden abſence for three days 
and nights together, when arreſted, 
muſt ſtill * ſurprize you: and 


haps, 


formed you, (as you, Mrs. Lovick, 
tell me) that I am only an znbappy, 


incumbent upon me not to ſuffer ho- 


„ aan „ „ „ „„ «„ „ 


character . . 5 

© You muſt know, then, that I have 
been in one- inſtance (I had like to 
have ſaid but in one inſtance; but that 


what ſome people call cruelty in 


their love, and to their diſappoint- 


a h «a a a4 a » 


better from me. 


1 was viſited (at firſt, with my 


could have. My brother, a 


„% ma © «„ 


headſtrong young man, was abſent at 
that time; and, when he returned 
8 (mes an old grudge, and knowing 
the fentleman, it is plain, better than 
ly n 

. 


IR him) entire 


back apartment, all trembling and out 5 
of breath; an ordinary garb over my 


tion; only giving my bare word, / 


although this gentleman, who * 
1 Loon of the darker 1 | 

of my ſtory than I do myſelf, has in- 

not a guilty creature; yet I think it 


"neſt minds to be in doubt about my 


- 


was a capital one) an undutiful child 
to the. moſt indulgent of parents: for 


them, is owin but to the exceſs of ; 
friends connivance) by a man of birth 


and fortune, but of worſe principles, 
as it { pero than I believed any man 


Ka „„ „„ „„ „ * 
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« deſpiſed. But fooliſhly (wicked! 
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© his viſits : and, having a great ſway 


in our family, brought other gentle- 
men to addreſs me: and at laſt (ſe- 
veral having been e Ro intro- 
duced one extremely diſagreeable: 
in every indifferent perſon's eyes diſ- 
agreeable. I could not love him. 
hey all Joined to compel me to have 
him; a rencaunter between the gen- 
tleman my friends were ſet againſt, 
aud my trans having confirmed 
them all his enemies. 
© To be ſhort ; I was confined, and 
treated ſo very hardly, that, in a raſh 
fit, I appointed to go off with the man 
they hated. A” wicked intention, 
you'll ſay! But I was greatly pro- 
voked: nevertheleſs, I repented, and 
reſolved not to go off with him: yet 
I did not miſtruſt his honour. to me 
neither; nor his love; becauſe no- 
body thought me unworthy of the 
latter, and my fortune was not to be 


and contrivingly, as my friends Kill 
think, with a deſign, as they imagine, 
to abandon them) giving him a pri- 
vate meeting, I was tricked away: 
poorly enough tricked away, I muſt 
needs ſay; though others who had 
been firſt guilry of ſo raſh a ſtep as 
the meeting of him was, might have 
been ſo-deceived and ſurprized as well 
as I, 155 

After remaining ſome time at a 


nour, he brought me to handſome 
lodgings in town till ſtill better pro- 
viſion could be made for me. But 
they PER to be (as he indeed knew 
and deſigned) at a vile, a very vile 
creature s; though it was long before 
I found her to be ſo; for I knew no- 
thing of the town, or it's was. 
« There is no repeating what fol- 
lowed: ſuch unprecedented vile arts! 
For I gave him no opportunity to 
take me at any diſreputable advan- 


tage. 5 * 
And here (half covering her ſweet 


«a a M a 


flace, with her handkerchief put to her 
tearful eyes) ſhe ſtopt. 


Haſtily, as if ſhe would fly from the 
hateful remembrance, 
I made eſcape afterwards from the 


© 'abominable houſe in his abſence, and 
_ © eame to yours: and this gentleman 
* hav almoſt prevailed. on me to think, 


” * 1 
„ 45 


8 
Sn 


farm-houſe in the country, and be- 
having to me all the time with ho- 


© with theirs and my father's, Ih 


the reſumed :— . 
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© that the ungrateful man did not con- 
© nive at the vile arreſt; which was 
© made, no doubt, in order to get me 
© once more to thoſe wicked lodgings: 
for nothing do I owe them, except I 


© were to pay them, ¶ She ſighed, and 


again wiped her charming eyes -add - 
ing in a ſofter, lower voice. for he. 
ig ruined.” | | 


Indeed, Madam, ſaid I, . guilty, 


© abominably guilty, as he is in all the 


© reſt, he is innocent of this laſt wicked 
* outrage.” 5 
Well, and ſo I wiſh him to be. 
© That evil, heavy as it was, is one of // 
© theſlighteſt evils Thave ſuffered But 
© hence you'll obſerve, Mrs. Lovick, 
© (for you ſeemed this morning curious 
© to know if I were not a wife) that I 
© never was married. You, Mr. Bel- 
ford, no doubt, knew before, that I 
am no wife: and now I never will be 
one. Yet, I bleſs God, that T am not 
a guilty creature! 
* As to wy parentage, I am of no 
mean family; I have in my own 
right, by the intended favour of my 
| . a 1 contemp- 
tible: independent of ather, 
© if I had pleaſed; ber Lk 
© pleaſe. 7 . 
My father is very rich. I went by 
© another name when I came to you 
© firſt: but that was to avoid being 


& 
« 
o 
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© diſcovered to the perfidious man 


© not to moleſt me. 
My real name you now know 
© be Harlowe : Clai Ta Harlowe. I 2 
© not yet twenty years of age. BE 
I have an excellent mother, as well 


© who now engages, by this gentleman, 


© as father; a woman of family, and 


© fine ſenſe—Worthy of a better child 
© — They both doated upon mm. 
© T have two good uncles: men of 
great fortunes ; jealous of the ho- 
© nour of their family; which Thave 
« wounded. Sh 3 
I was the joy of their hearts; and, 
three houſes to call my own; for they 
uſed to have me with them by turns, 


and almoſt kindly to quarrel for me: 5 


ſo that I was two months in the year 
© with the one; two months with the 
other; ſix months at my father's; and 
© two at the houſes of othergof my dear 
friends, who thought themſelves hap- 


* py in me; and whenever I was at 


avg 


1 * . n „ J * « 
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1 
+. any. one's, Fwas crouded upon with 

| * letters by all the reſt, who longed for 
my turn to tem 
e In ſhort, I was beloved by every- 
4 bod The poor—T uſed to make 
25 = their hearts: I never ſhut my 


© Bur now Lam poor myſelf! - 
80, Mrs.Smith—fo, Mrs. Lovick 
Fam not married. It is but juſt to 


d ougzkt to be, ina ſtate of humiliation 
2 and penitence for the raſn ſtep which 


has been followed by ſo much evil. 


e endeavouring to bring my mind to 
forgive all the world, even the man 
ho has ungratefully, and by dreadfol 


all his wickedneſs to be wit!} re- 


© had his happineſs in her vieau, and 
2 and who was believed to be of rank, 
„ und fortune, and expectations, con- 
© © fiderableenoughto make it the intereſt 
ih of any gentleman in England to be 
© faithful to bis vows to her. 

- © cannot expect that my parents will 
I forgive me: my refuge muſt be death; 
2 the moſt painful kind of which 1 

„ _ © oold ſuffer, rather than be the wife 
22 of one who could act by me, as the 


2 © education, and honour, I had ſo much 
1 © reaſon to found better expectations. 
1 ſee,” continued ſhe, © that I, who 
c one was every- one's delight, am now 
© the cauſe of grief toevery-one—You, 
© that are. ſtrangers to me, are moved 


"Ge © to ſtop . Vour compaſſionate hearts, 


muten ſobbed, and the man was alſo af- 
fleece. It is barbarous in me, with 
bw. -- —ð!ß3;5 
6 ly. Then turning to Mr. 
41 ba ones, honeſt, good coupe 
e 1 is it = ſee vey both 
4 join ſo; kindly to celebrate it, after 

- © many yea 
 '© once—But no more!—All my pro- 
A ſpects of felicity, as to this life, are 
© at an end. My hopes, like opening 

© buds or blofſoms in an over-forward 


MF \ ab „have been nipt by 4 ſevere 
. 4 I 


'. 

2 

7 

25 

5 
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_ 
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_ # troſt!—Blighted by an eaſtern wind! 
© —ButT can but once die; and if life 


7 % 


— 


_ © hand to any diſtreſs, wherever IWwas 
tell you. ſo. And I am now, as 1 
God, Thope, will forgive me; as Lam 

© perjuries, { Poor wretch he thought 


*F/ = - duced to this, Aa oung creature, who 7 


4 in her wiſh, even de ond this life; down. 


But 1 


man has acted, upon whofe birth, 


FE for me l. Tis kind! — But tis time 

Mrs. Smith and Mrs. Loyick, are 
too much touched. [For the wo- 

woes, thus to ſadden your wed- 


5 | -  - upd Mrs. Smith! May you ſee many 


years are gone over you |—T 


doſt but write. Thou canſt not 
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© be ſparedine, but till Tam diſcharged 
from a heavy malediction, which my 
father in bis ruth laid upon me, and 
* whichis fulfilled literally in every ar- 
© ticle relating to this world; that, and 
© a laſt bleſſing, are. all I have to wiſh 
© for; and death will be welcomer to 
© me, than reſt to the moſt wWearied tra- 
e 0 that ever reached his journey's 
end.“ 55 „„ 
And then ſhe funk her. head againſt 
the back of her chair, and, liiding her 
face with her handkerchief, endeavour- 
ed to conceal her tears from us.. , 
Not a ſoul of us could ſpeak a word. 
Thy preſence, perhaps, thou hardened 
wretch, might have made us aſhamed 


of a weakneſs, which perhaps thou wilt 


deride n in particular for, when thou 
readeſt this! | „„ 
She retired to her chamber ſoon af - 
ter, and was forced, it ſeems, to lie 
We all went down together: 
and, for an hour and half, dwelt upon 
ber praiſes ; Mrs: Smith and Mrs. Lo- 
vick repeatedlyexpreſſing theiraftoniſh- 
ment, that there could be a man in the 
world, capable of offending, much more 
of wilfully injuring, ſuch a lady; and 
repeating, that they had an angel in 


their houſe. —I thought they had; and 


that as aſſuredly as there is a devil un- 
der the roof of good Lord WM 


T hate thee heartily !—By my faith! 
do Etery hour I hate thee more than 
the former! wk | 


NF; . 
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35 SATURDAY, 11 v 224 
VX7 HAT: doſt hate me for, Bel- 
| ford! — And why more and 


more !-—Have I been guilty of any of- 


fence thou kneweft not before? — If 
pathos can move ſuch a heart as thine, 
can it alter fats i Did I not always do 
this incomparable creature as much 
juſtice as thou canſt do her for the heart 
of thes, or as ſhe can do herſelf ﬀ?— 
What-nonſenſe then thy hatred, thy 
augmented hatred, hen I ſtill perſiſt to 
marry her, purſuant to word given to 
thee, and to faith plighted to all my re- 
lations? But hate, if thou wilt, ſo thou 
We 


Py } 1 


hate 


me ſo much as I do myſelf: and yet I 
know if thou really hatedſt me, thou 
would not venture to tell me ſo. | 
Well, but after all, what need of 
her hiſtory to theſe women? She will 
certainly repent, ſome time hence, that 
ſhe has thus needleſsly expoſed us 
. e 
Sickneſs palls every appetite, and 
makes us hate what we loved: but re- 
newed health changes the ſcene; diſ- 
poſes us to be pleaſed with ourſelves; 
and then we are in a way to be pleaſed 
wich every- one elſe. Every hope, then, 
riſes upon us: every hour preſents it - 
ſelf to us on dancing feet: and what 
Mr. Addiſon ſays of liberty, may, with 
ſitill greater propriety, be ſaid of health, 
{Hor aobat is liberty itſelf without 
bealth 7} „ "I Wer 85 
It makes the gloomy face of nature gay, 
Gives beauty to the ſun, and pleaſure to 
"4: eee x 5 


And I rejoice that ſhe is already fo much 


- _ better; as to hold, with ſtrangers, ſuch 


a long and a ee converſation. 
Strange, confoundedly ſtrange, and 
as perverſe I that is to ſay, as avomanly] 
as ſtrange, that ſhe ſhould refuſe, and 
ſooner. chuſe to die, [O the obſcene 
word | and yet how free does thy pen 
make with it to me!} than be mine, 
who offended her by wing in _charac- 
ter, while her parents acted ſhamefully 
out of theirs, and when I am now will- 
ing to att out of my own to oblige her; 
yet I not to be forgiven; they to be 
aultleſs with herl-—And marriage the 
only medium to repair all breaches, and 
to falve her own honour I Surely thou 
muſt ſee the inconſiſtence of her for- 
giwing unforgiveneſs, as I may callit! 
— Yet, heavy varlet as thou art, thou 
- wanteſt to be drawn up after her! And 
what a figure doſt thou make with th 
| ſpeeches, ſtiff as Hickman's ruffles, wit 
| thy aſpirations and proſtrations!—Un- 
uſed, thy weak head, to bear the ſubli- 
mities that fall even in common con- 
verſation, from the lips of this ever - 


charming creature! 


But the prettieſt whim of all was, to 
drop the Bank note behind her chair, 
inſtead of preſenting it on thy knees to 
her hand To make ſuch a woman as 
this doubly ſtoop—By the acceptance, 
and to take it from the ground !—What 


8 


have in indulging reflections on the pen. 


% 


HARLOWE, 


How aukward, to take into thy head, 


that the beſt way of making a preſent 


to a lady, as to throw the preſent be- 
hind her chair! 715 | 

I am very deſirous to ſee what ſhe has 
written to her ſiſter; what ſhe is about 
to write to Miſs Howe; and what re- 


turn ſhe will haye from the Harlowe- 


Arabella. Canſt thou not form ſaute 
ſcheme to come at the copies of theſe 
letters, or at the ſubſtance of them 28 


leaſt, and of that of her other corre- 


ſpondences ? Mrs. Lovick, thou ſeemeſt 
to ſay, is a pious woman, 
having given ſuch a particular hiſtory 
of herſelf, will acquaint her with every- 
thing. And art thou not about to re- 
form- Won't this conſent of minds 


between thee and the widow What age - 


is ſhe, Jack? The devil never trumpt 
up a friendſhip between a man and a 
woman, of any · thing like yerrs, which 
did not end in matrimony, or in the 
ruin of their morals! 'Wowtit?] ſtrike 
out an intimacy between ye, that may 
enable thee to gratify me in this par- 
ticular? A proſelyte, I can tell thee; 
has great influence upon your good 


people: ſuch- a- one is a ſaint of their 


ovyn creation; and they will water, and 
cultivate, and cheriſh him, as a plant 


MY 


One of my loves in Paris was a de- 
votẽe. She took great pains to con- 
vert me. I gave way to her kind en- 
deavours for the Ear! of my ſoul. She 
thought it a point gained to make int 


feſs ſame religion. The Catholic 


as it's conveniences. I 


rmitted her 
to bring a father to me. 


y reforma- 


tion went on ſwimmingly. The father? 


had hopes of me: be applauded her 
zeal: ſo did I. And how doſt think it 


ended? Not a girl in England, read 


ing thus far, but would gueſs Ia | 


word, very happily :- for-ſhe not only 
brought me a father, but made me ones 
and then,beingſatisfied witheachother's 
converſion, we took different routes: 


ſhe into Navarre; I, into Medi hat. 7 


well inclined- to propagate t 
leſſons in which we had ſo w * 
ſtructed each other. e 5 lays 


But 10 return. One conſolation 
ariſes. to me, from the pretty regtets 


which. this admirable creature ſeems to 


ple 


an ungtaceful beneſit- conferrer art thou! | 


The lady, 


of their own raiſing; and this from a 
pride truly ſpiritual! a 


8 


; 
i 
| 
| 
. 
| 
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pie wedding- day. Ionen .es 


| not lie a:. bed v 


going forward. ; a 
I mall go in my lord's chariot, I 

would have had one of my couſins Mon- 
5 N go with me : but they 


- > eLARISSA 


makeſt her break off with ſaying. 


| 8 What ?—O Belford! why 


dſt thou not urge her to explain what 


me once hoped? 


What once a woman hopes, in love - 
matters, ſhe always hopes, while there 


is room for hope: and are we not both 
 -»fingle? Can the be any man's but mine? 
Wil I be any woman's but hers? 


never will II never can !—And I 


| fra that I am every day, every 


_ hour, more and more in love with her: 


nnd, at this inſtant, have a more vehe- 
ment paſſion for her than ever I had in 


my life And that with views abſo- 


©  Jutely honourable, in ber pus oy of 


the word: nor have I varied, fo much 
$5 in ai, for this week paſt; firmly 
fixed, and wrought into my very na- 


ture, as the life of honour, or of gene- 

vous confidence in me, was, in'prefe- 

renes to the life of doubt and diftruft. 
That muſt be a life of doubt and diſtruſt, 


ſurely, where the woman confides no- 
thing, and 22 a man for his good 
behaviour for life, 

ſtate: ſanctions in aid of the obligation 


me impoſes upon him. 
3 1 Gal go | 
- kind of ball, to which Colonel Am- 


on Monday morning to a 


broſe has invited me. It is given on a 
Family account. I cate not on what: 


for all that delights me in the thing, 


3s, that Mrs. and Miſs Howe are to 
there—Hickman, of courſe; for the old 


lady will not ſtir abroad without him. 
The colonel is in hopes that Miſs Ara - 


bella Harlowe will be there likewiſe; 
For all the men and women of faſhion 


_ "pound him are invited. : 


I fell in by accident with the colonel; 


. who, I believe, hardly thought I would 
_ncceptof the invitation. But he knows | 
mme not, if he thinks I am aſhamed to 


ppear at any ace, where women dare 


g eur their faces. Vet he hinted to me, 
that my name was wp, on Miſs Har- 


But, to allude to one 
7 if it be, Iwill 
any-thing joyous is 


Jowe's account. X 
f Lord M.“ s mY 


| y both re- 
aſed ; and I hall not chuſe to take 
either of thy brethreu. It would look 


5 uns if thought I wanted a body · guard: 
beſides, one of them is too rough, the 


. 
# > 


. 
8 


HARLOWE SJ. 
other too ſmooth, ang too great a fop 


. dreſs of what he has in his ſhop. 


taking church and 


wrong head, as ſhould 


f 


for ſome of the ſtaid company that will 
bethere; and for mein particular, Men 


are known by their companions; and a 


fop [as Tourville, for example} takes 
great pains to hang out a ſign 3 bis 
h 


indeed, art an exception; dreſſin like 


a coxcomb, yet a very clever fellow. 


Nevertheleſs, ſo clumſy a beau, that 
thou ſeemeſt to me to owe thyſelf a 
double ſpite, making thy ungràceful- 


neſs appear the more ungraceful, by 


thy remarkable tawdrineſs when thou 
art out of mourning. - 8 

I é remember, when I firſt ſaw thee, 
my mind laboured with a ſtrong puz- 
zle, whether I ſhould put thee down for 
a great fool, or a ſmatterer in wit. 
Something I ſaw was wrong in thee, by 
thy dreſs. If this fellow,” thought 


I, -« delights not ſo much in ridicule, © 


© that he will not ſpare himſelſf, he muſt 


© be plaguy filly to take ſo much pains 
to make his uglineſs more conſpicu- 


7 


© ous than it would otherwiſe be.“ 


ou, 


Plain dreſs, for an 3 man or 


woman, implies at leaſt efly, and 


always procures kind quarter from the 


cenſorious. Who will ridicule a per- 
ſonal imperfection in one that ſeems 
conſcious, that it iz an imperfe&ion? 


Who ever ſaid, an anchoret was poor? 


But who would ſpare ſo very abſurd a 


to make his deformity the more con- 
. 


But, although I put on theſe lively 


airs, I am ſick at my ſoul My whole 
heart is with my charmer! With what 
indifference ſhall I look u 

ſembly at the colonel's, my beloved in 


my ideal eye, and engroſſing my whole 
f 


1 


"MARLOWE, 
. ? ; \ 2 . 7 


eg HARLOWE, | 
ever it may be received, coming 
from me) that your poor ſiſter is dan- 
gerouſly ill, at the houſe of one Smith, 


who k a glover's and perfume- 
25 ing bre, cle. 
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LETTER LIXXxII. 
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uses, JULY 20 


I 


Cannot help e er (how- 
» 


<A 


-MISS HOWE, TO MISS ARABELLA' -, - 


CLARISSA HARLOWE. 


She knows not that I write. Some 
violent words, in the nature of an im- 


precation, from her father, affli&t her 


atly in her weak ſtate. I preſume 


not to direct you what to do in this 

caſe. You are her ſiſter. I therefore 
could nothelp writing to you, not only 
for her ſake, but for your own. I am, 


Madam, your humble ſervant, 


Ax NA Howe, 


LETTER LXXXIV. 


MISS ARABELLA HARLOWE, IN 
ANSWER, : 


THURSDAY, JULY 20. 
Miss HOWE, 

I Have yours of this morning. All 
1 that has happened to the unhappy 
| body you mention, is what we foretold 
and expected. Let him, for whoſe 
fake ſhe abandoned us, be her com- 
fort. 'We are told he has remorſe, and 
would marry her. We don't believe 
it, indegd. She may be veryjll. Her 
diſappointment. may make her ſo, or 
ts Yet is ſhe the only one I 
know, who is diſappointed, | 
I cannot ſay, Mis, that the notifi- 
cation from you is the more welceme 
for the liberties you have been pleaſed 
fo take with our whole family, for re- 
ſenting a conduct, that it is a ſhame 
any young lady ſhould juſtify. Ex- 
cuſe this freedom, occafioned by great- 
er. Iam, Miſs, your humble ſervant, 
- ARABELLA HARLOWE. 


LETTER LXXXY, © 
\ MISS HOWE. IN REPLY. 


FAIDAY, JULY 21. 

MISS ARABELLA HARLOWE, | 
7 you had half as much ſenſe ag 
vou have ill-nature, you would 
notwithſtanding the exuberance of the 
latter) have been able to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween a kind intentionts you all, (that 
you might have the lets to rep oach 
yourſelves with, if a deplorab! 5 caſe 
mould happen) and an officiouineſs I 
dwed you not, by reaſon of freedoms 
at leaſt reciprocal. I will not, for = 
anhappy body's ſake, ay you call a ſiſte 
you have helped to make fo, ſay all 
that I could ſay. If what I fear hap- 


Li 


5 927 
pen, you ſhall hear (whether deſired 
or not) all the mind of 
8 ANNA Howe. 
"LETTER LXXXVI. 
MISS ARABELLA HARLOWE, TO 
Miss HOWE. oy 


| FRIDAY, JULY 21. 
MISS ANN for, 


| TY OUR pert letter I have received. 


You, that ſpare nobody, I can- 


not expect ſhould ſpare me. Yon are 


very happy in a prudent and watchful 
mother.—But elſe—Mine cannot be 
exceeded in prudence: but we had all 


too good an opinion of ſomebody, to 


think watchfulneſs needful, There 
may poſſibly be ſome reaſon why you 


are ſo much attached to her, in an ef- 


ror of this flagrant nature. | 
I help to make a ſiſter unhappy!—Tt 
is falſe, Miſs !—It is all her own do- 
ings!—Except, indeed, what the may 
owe to ſomebody's advice—You know 
awho can beſt anſwer for that. N 
Let us know your mind as ſoon as 
you pleaſe: as we ſhall know it to be 


your mind, we ſhall judge what atten- 


tion to give it. That's all, from, &c. 
LETTER LXXXVIL. 
Miss uowE, TO MISS ARABELLA 
| | HARLOWE, — _ | 


Ar. JULY 223 


Im be the misfortune of ſome 


people to engage every-body's no- 
tice: others may be the happier, though 


. they may be the more exzous, for no- 


body's thipking them worthy of any. 
But one would be glad people had the 
ſenſe to be thankful for that want of 
.conſequence, which ſubje&ed them not 
to -hagards they would hardly have been 
able to manage under. | 

I own to you, that had it not been 
for the prudent advice of that admira- 
ble Emebody, (whoſe principal fault 


is the ſuperiority of her talents, and 


whoſe misfortune to be brother'd and 


ſiſter d by a couple of creatures, Who 


are not able to comprehend her excel- 
lences) I might at one time bave been 


plunged into difficulties. . But, pert as 


the 
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cLARISSA 


the ſuperlatively pert may think me, I 
thought not mylelf awiſer, becauſe I 
was alder; nor for that poor reaſon qua- 
Hkied to preſcribe to, much leſs to mal- 


treat, a genius ſo ſuperior. 


- TI repeat it with gratitude, that the 
dear creature's advice was of very great 


ſervice to me - And this before my mo- 


ther's wwatchfulneſs became neceſſary. 
But how it would have fared with me, 
1 cannot ſay, had I had a brother or 

ſter, who had deemed it their intereſt, 


das well as a gratification of their ſordid 


envy, to miſrepreſent me. 


Vour admirable ſiſter, Mn. effect, 


ſaved yon, Miſs, as well as ne With 
this difference — You, - againſt your 
will-Me with mine: and but for 
Hour own brother, and þis own ſiſter, 


would not have been Joſt herſelf. 


Would to Heaven both ſiſters had 
been obliged with their own wills !— 


The moſt admirable of her ſex would 


never then have been out of her fa- 
ther's - houſe !— Jon, Miſs— TI don't 
know what had become of you. — But, 
Jet. what would have happened, you 


would have met with the humanity you 
have not ſhewn, whether you had de- 
.._ ſerved it or not: — nor, at worſt, loft 


either a kind ſiſter, or a pitying friend, 
In the moſt excellent of ſiſters. 

But why run I into length to ſuch a 
poor thing? Why puſh I fo weak an 


Adverſary; whoſe firſt letter is all low 
malice, and whoſe next is made up of 


Fal hood and inconſiſtence, as well as 
ſpite and ill- manners! Vet I was wil - 
Iing to give you a part of my mind. 
Call for more of it; it ſhall be at your 
ſervice: from one, who, though the 
thanks God ſhe is not your ter, is 


not your enemy: but that ſhe is nat the 


latter, is witheld but by two conſidera- 
© Tons; one that you bear, though un- 


worthily, a relation to a ſiſter ſo excel- 


lent; the other, that you. are not of 


oniequence enough to engage any- 
Jing but the pity and contempt of 


LETTER Im. 


"MRS, HARLOWE, TO MRS, HOWE, © 


- / DEAR MADAM 


. . 
i . 


Ar. JULY 22. 


Send you, incloſed, copies of five 
A letters that have paſſed between Miſs 
Hows and wy Arabella, Yoy are a 


S 
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have often thought, who hape non 
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HARLOWE. 


perſon of ſo much prudence and goc 
ſenſe, and (being a mother yourſelf) 
can ſo well enter into the diſtreſſes of 
all our 1 upon the raſhneſs and 
ingratitude of a child we once doated 
upon, that, I dare ſay, you will not 
countenance the ſtrange freedoms your 
daughter has taken with us all. Theſe 
are not the only ones we have to com- 
plain of; but we were ſilent on the 
others, as they did not, as theſe have 
done, ſpread themſelves out upon pa- 
per. We only beg, that we may not 
be reflected upon by a young lady, who 
knows not what we have ſuffered, and 
do ſuffer, by the raſhneſs of a naughty 
creature who has brought ruin upon 
herſelf,” and diſgrace upon a family 
which ſhe has robbed of all comfort. 
I offer not to preſcribe to your known 
wiſdom in this caſe; but leave it to you 
todo as you think moſt proper. Iam, 
Madam, your maſt humble ſervant, 
CHARL. HARLOWE, 


"LETTER: Ent 
_MRS. HOWE, IN ANSWER. 5 


$i „ SATs FOLLY She -* 
DEAR MADAM, „ 
J Am highly offended with my daugh- 
ter's letters to Miſs Harlowe. 1 
knew nothing at all of her having taken 
ſuch a liberty. Theſe young creatures 
have ſuch romantick notions, ſome of 
love, ſome of friendſbip, that there is no 
governin £ them in either. Nothing but 
time, and dear experience, will con- 
vince them of their abſurdities in both. 
I have chidden Mrfs Howe very ſevere- 
ly. 1 had before fo juſt a notion of 
what your whole family's diftreſs muſt _ 
be, that, as I told your brother, Mr. 
Antony Harlowe, I had often .forbid 
her correſponding with the poor fallen - 
angel For ſurely never did young la- 
dy more reſemble what we imagine of 
angels, both in perſon and mind. But, 


tired out with her headſtrong ways, fx | 


am ſorry to ſay this of my own child] 
I was forced to give way to it again. 


And, indeed, ſo ſturdy was the in her 


will, that I was afraid it would end in 


a fit of ſickneſs, as too often it did in 
Rm mT: + oe. 
None but parents know the trouble 
that children give: they are happieſt, I 
©. 

And 


© 


' 
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CLARISSA HARLOWE. 6 


And theſe women - grown girls, bleſs 
my heart! how ungovernable! 

I believe, however, you will have 
no more ſuch letters from my Nancy. 
I have been forced to uſe compulſion 
with her, upon Miſs Clary's illneſs, 
[and it ſeems ſhe is very bad] or ſhe 
would have run away to London, to 
attend upon her: and this ſhe calls do- 
ing the duty of a friend; forgetting, 
that ſhe ſacrifices to her romantick 
friendſhip her duty to her fond indul- 
gent mother. 


There are a thouſand excellences in 


the poor ſufferer, notwithſtanding her 
fault: and, if the hints ſhe has given 
to my daughter be true, ſhe has been 
moſt grievouſly abuſed. But I think 
your forgiveneſs and her father's for- 


. giveneſs of her ought to be all at your 


'own choice; and nobody ſhould inter- 

meddle in that, for the ſake of due au- 
thority in parents: and beſides, as 
Miſs Harlowe writes, it was what 
every-body expected, though Miſs 
Clary would not believe it, till ſhe 
ſmarted for her credulity. And, for 
. theſe reaſons, I offer not to plead any- 
thing in alleviation of her fault, which 
is aggravated by her admirable ſenſe, 
and a judgment above her years. 


Jam, Madam, with compliments to 


good Mr. Harlowe, and all your af- 
icted family, your moſt bumble ſer- 
want, 

ANNABELLA HOWE, 


I ſhall ſet out for the Iſle of Wight 


in 'a few days, with my daugh- 
ter. I will haſten our ſetting out, 
on purpoſe to break her mind 
from her friend's diſtreſſes; which 


afflict us as much, nearly, as 


Miſs Clary's raſhneſs has done 
you, : 11 


*LETTER 20. 
MISS HOWE, TO MISS CLARISSA. 
; HARLOWE, * 


ye $AT. JULY 22. 
MY DEAREST FRIEND, 7 
WE are buſy in preparing for our 
little journe hank voyage: but 
I will be ill, I will be very ill, if I 
cannot hear youare better before I . 
Rogers greatly afflicted me, by tell - 
ing me the bad way you are in. But 


ſitively, that you will not be his. 
be ſure, he rather deſerves an infamous 


poſing him, wedlock itſel 


now you have been able to hold a pen 

and as your ſenſe is ſtrong and clear, E 
hope that the amuſement you will re- 
ceive from writing will, make you bet- 


WE 


I diſpatch-this by an extraordinary 
way, that it may reach you timeenough 
to move you to coꝝſider well before you 
abſolutely decide upon the contents of 
mine of the 13th, on the ſubje& of 
the two Miſſes Montague's viſit to mez 


' ſince, according to what you write, 


muſt I anſwer them: 
In your laſt, you conclude very 


0 
0 


death, than ſuch a wife. But, as 1 


really believe him innocent of the ar- 


reſt, and as all his family are ſuch ear- 


neſt pleaders, and will be e 


for him, I think the compliance with 
their entreaties, and his own, will be 
now the beſt ſtep you can take; your 
own family remaining implacable, as 
I can aſſure you they do. He is a man 


of ſenſe; and it is not impoſſible but he 


may make you a good huſband, and 
in time may become no bad man. 

My mother is entirely of my opi- 
nion: and on Friday, purſuant to a 


hint IJ gave you in my laſt, Mr. Hick- 


man had a conference with the ſtrange 
wretch: and though he liked not, b 
any means, his behaviour to himſelf; 


nor, indeed, had reaſon to do ſo; yet 


he is of opinion, that he is fincerel 


determined to marry you, if you will 


condeſcend to have him. 
Perhaps Mr. Hickman may make 


I you a private viſit before we ſet out. 
f 


I may not attend you myſelf, I 


920 


ſhall not be eaſy, except he does. And 
he will then give you an account of the 


admirable character the ſurprizing 
wretch gave of you, and of the juſ- 
tice he does to your virtue. 

He was as acknowledging to his re- 


lations, though to his own condemna- 
tion, as his two couſins, told me. All 


that he apprehends, as he ſaid to Mr, 
Hickman, is, that if you go on ex- 

5 will not 
wipe off the diſhonour to both: and 
moreover, that you would ruin your 


conſtitution by your immoderate ſor- 


row; and, by n death when you 
might avoid it, would not be able to 


eſcape it when you would wiſh to do ſo. 


So, my deareſt friend, I charge you, 
if you can, to get over your averfion 
. | to 


= 


* 


n 
to this vile man. You may yet live to 


fee many happy days, and be once 
more the delight of all your friends, 


4 
when 


cARISSA 


- Neighbours and acquaintance, as well 


as a ſtay, a comfort, and a bleſſing, to 


Four Anna Howe. 


1 long to have your anſwer to mine 
of the 33th. 1 keep the meſſenger 
till it be ready. If he return on Mon- 


day night, it will be time enough for 


his affairs, and to find me come back 
from Colonel Ambroſe's; who gives a 

ball on the anniverſary of Mrs. Am- 

broſe's birth and marriage, both in one. 

The gentry all round the neighbour- 
hood are invited this time, on ſome 

news they have received from 


od 
: Fars. Ambroſe's brother, the governor. 


My mother promiſed the colonel for 


me and herſelf, in my abſence. I would 


fain have excuſed myſelf to her; and 
the rather, as I had exceptions on ac- 
count of the day *: but ſhe is almoſt 
.as young as her daughter; and think- 


| ing it not ſo well to go without me, ſhe 
to d 


d me, She could propoſe nothing 
that was agreeable to me. And hav- 
ing had a few ſparring blows with 
each other very lately, I think I muſt 
comply. For I don't love jangling 

hen I can help it; though I ſeldom 
make it my ſtudy to avpid the oecaſion, 
when it offers of itſelf. I don't know, 
if either were not a little afraid of the 
other, whether it would be poſſible that 


we could live together: —1, all my fa- 


ther My mamma What? All my 
morber— What elfe ſhould I ſay ? 


O my dear, how many things happen 
in this life to give us diſpleaſure! How 
few to give us joy!—lI am ſure I ſhal} 


Have none on this occaſion; ſince the 


_ © true partner of my heart, the principal 


half of the one ſoul, that, it uſed to be 
- Jaid, animated the pair of friends, as 
we were called; you, my dear, [who 


_ _- uſed to jirradiate every circle you ſet 
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II chirſt for it{} how infinitel 


your foot into, and to give me real ſig- 
nificance in a ſecond place to yourſelf] 


Cannot be there !—One hour of your 


company, my ever - inſtructive friend, 

prefer - 
able would it be to me, to all the di- 
verſions and amuſements with which 
our ſex are generally moſt delighted 
Adieu, my dear ; ns 


See the preceding Letter. 
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We AT pain, my deareſt friend, 


does your kind folicitude for 


my welfare give me! How much more 
binding and tender are the ties of pure 
friendſhip, and the union of like minds, 
than the ties of nature! Well might 
the ſweet-finger of Iſrael, when he was 
carrying ts the utmoſt extent the praiſes 
of the n between him and his 


beloved friend, ſay, that the love f 


Jonathan to him was wonderful; that 
it ſurpaſſed the Lowe of women! Whar 


an exalted idea does it give of the ſoul 
of Jonathan, ſweetly attempered for 


the ſacred band, if we may ſuppoſe it 


but equal to that of my Anna Howe 
for her fallen Clariſſa— But, although _ 


I can glory in your kind love for me, 
think, m 6 
fill a mind, not ungenerous, when the 
obligation lies all on one fide: and 


when, at the ſame time that your light 


K.. 


ear, what concern muſt 


is the brighter for my darkneſs, I muſt 


give pain to a dear friend, to whom I 


delighted to 2 pleaſure; and not pain 
only, but diſcredit, for ſupporting my 


blighted fame againſt the buſy tongues 


of uncharitable cenſurers! | 
This it is that makes me, in the words 


of my admired exclaimer, : very little | 


altered, often repeat: O! that I were 
© as in months paſt! as in the days 
5 when God preſerved me! When his 
© candle ſhined upon my head, and 
© when by his light I walked through 
* darkneſs! As I was in the days of 
* of my childhood—when the Almighty 
« was yet with me; when I was in my 
« father's houſe: when I waſhed my 


*' ſteps with butter, and the rock pour- 


ed me out riversof oil.“ 

Vou ſet before me your reaſons, en- 
forced by the opinion of your henour= 
ed mother, why I ſhould think of Mr, 
Lovelace for a huſband +. 8 

And I have before me your letter of 
the 13th f, containing the account of 
the viſit and propoſals, and kind inter- 

ofition of the two Miſſes Montague, 
in the names of the good Ladies Sarah 


»The 24th of July, Mit Clariſſa Harlowe's birth-day. 


Sadleir 
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Sadleir and Betty Lawrance, and in 
that of Lord M. : Ls 
. Alſo yours of the 18th“, demanding 
me, as I may fay, of thoſe ladies, and. 
of that family, when I was ſo infa-- 
mouſly and cruelly arreſted, and you. 
knew not what was become of me. 
"The anfwer likewiſe of thoſe ladies, 
ſigned in ſo full and ſo generous a man 
ner by themſelves , and by that noble- . 
man, and thoſe two venerable ladies; 


and, in his light way, by the wretch 


himſelf, 3 
Theſe, my deareſt Miſs Howe; 


and your letter of the 16th r, which 
came when I was under arreſt, and 


which J received not till ſoine days 
after; _- Rog 
Are all before me. 


And I have as well weighed the whole 


matter, and your arguments in ſupport 


of your advice, as at preſent my head 
and my heart will let me weigh them. 


I am, moreover, willing to believe, 


not only from your own opinion, but 
from the aſſurances of one of Mr. Love- 
lace's friends, Mr. Bel ford, a good- 
natured and humane may, who ſpares 


not to cenſure the author of my cala- 
mities, (1 think, with undiſſembled and 


undeſigning ſincerity) that that man is 


innocent of the diſgraceful arreſt: 
And even, if you pleaſe, in ſincere 
compliment to your opinion, and to 


that of Mr. Hickman, that (over- per- 
ſuaded by his friends, and aſhamed of 
his unmerited baſeneſs to me) he would 


in earneſt marry me, if I would have 


Well, and now, What is the re- 
© ſult of all? lt is this That I muſt - 


© abide by what I have already declared 


my. beſt friend] that I have much 
more pleaſure in thinking of death, 
than of ſuch a huſband. In ſhort, 
as I declared in my laſt, that I can- 
not [Forgive me, if I ſay, I wil 
not] ever be his. 

But you will expect my reaſons: 
I know you will: and if I givethem 
© not, will conclude me either obſtinate, 


a ‚ a a a 


see Letter LXI. 
7 See Letter LXIV. ; 
See Letter LX. 
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And that is, [Don't be angry at me, 
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© be laid to the charge of a perſon who 


thinks and talks of- dying, And 


yet, to ſay, that reſentment and diſ- 


© appointment have no part in my 


determination, would be ſaying a 


thing hardly to be credited. For I 
. have reſentments, ſtrong. re- 
© ſentments, but not unreaſonable ones, 
© as you will! be convinced, if already 


© yqu are not ſo, when you know all 


my ſtory—lIf ever you-do know it— 


For I begin to fear (fo many things 
more neceſſary to be thoughtof, than 


tion, have Ito do) that I ſhall not have 


a a aA & a 


and, in a manner, promiſed. you ||. 
©. I have one reaſon to give in ſup- 


owned, that I have reſentments, K 
will begin with thoſe conſiderations, 


have toa greata ſhare; in hopes, that 
having onee difburdened my mind 


of thoſe corroding uneaſy paſſions, E 
ſhall prevent them for ever from re- 
turning to my heart, and to have their 
place ſupplied by better, milder, and 
more agreeable ones. 

My pride, then, my deareſt friend, 
although a great deal mortified, is 
not e 

ceſſary for me to ſubmit to make that 
man my choice, whoſe actions are, 
and ought to be, my abhorrence!— 
What! — Shall I, who have been 


« perfidious barbarity, as is painful to 
: ba thought of, and cannot with mo- 
« deſty be deſcribed, think of tak 


either this man, or my own vindica- 


time to compaſs what Ihave intended, 


1 
bee: implacable, or both: and thoſe 
© would be ſad imputations, if juſt, to 


port of my reſolution, that, I beliere 
yourſelf will allow of: but having 


in which anger and diſappointment 


upon paper, and to my Anna Howe, 


mortified, if it be ne- 


treated with ſuch premeditated and 


, 
bd - 


© the violator to my heart? Can I vow 


© duty to one ſo wicked, and hazard 


© Harlowe ſo loſt, ſo funk, at leaſt, as 


- © that ſhe could, for the ſake of patch. 
ing up, in the world's eye, a broken _ 


, 


my ſalvation by joining myſelf to fo 
great a profligate, now I know, him 
to be ſo? Do you think your Clariſſa 


§ Thoſe parts of this letter which are marked with inverted comma's [thus ] were 
afterwards tranſcribed by Miſs Howe in Letter IV. of Vol. VII. written to the ladies of 
Mr. Lovelace's family; and are thus diſtinguiſhed to avoid the neceſſity of repeating them 


ian that letter, . 


| See P. 850. 


reputation, 


r any-thi 


— 


. © would at laſt condeſcend to own me) ; 


4 ariſes from a mind unconſcious of ? 


% 


for 


< ward, 
2 And ſhall Tentitle the, wretch to 
© upbraid me with his generoſity, and i 
. life, tobe choſen. But in that, muſt 


forgiving 
© I once indeed hoped, little think - f 
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« pqſſon, of a man, who has, by means 

« fo inhuman, robbed her of it? In- 

< deed, my dear, I ſhould not think 

my penitence for the raſh ſtep I took, 
g better than a ſpecious de- 


< Jufion, if I had not got above the 


© Jeaft wiſh to have Mr. Lovelace for a 


my huſband. 
Ves, I warrant, 


© doing me poor juſticet ! 
© ing the advice you give) with adown- 


_ © caſt eye; appear before bis friends, and 


© before my oxvn, (ſuppoſing the latter 
© diveſted of that noble confidence, whic 


© having deſerved reproach ? 

Do you not ſee me creep about 
mine own houſe, preferring all my 
© honeſtmaidens to myſelf—as if afraid, 


2 too, to open my lips, either by wa 
© of reproof or admionition, leſt their 


< bolder eyes ſhould bid me look in- 


« his pity; and perhaps to reproach me, 
aving been capable 0 
© crimes of - ſuch a nature? 


© ing him ſo premed:tatedly vile a man, 
© that I might have the — meſs to re- 
© claim him: I vainly bel 


© loved me well enough to ſuffer my 


© advice for his 


mean opinion of my morals and un- 


4 derſtandi | 
there left for this my prime hope? 
Pere I to marry him, what a figure 


but now, what hope is 


© ſhould I make, preaching virtue and 


_ © moralitytoaman'whom I had truſted * 


« with tunities to ſeduce me from 


©* ſuch a huſband, muſt it not, thin 
s you, cut a thoughtful perſon to the 


- © heart, to look round upon her little 


family, and think ſhe had given them 
«© a father deſtined, without a miracle, 
© toperdition; and whoſe immoralities, 


* propagated among them by his vile 


— 
„ 


| J muſt creep to the 
© yiolator, and be thankful to him for 

| : | © heart, indeed I do!—lI pity him! 
© Do you not already ſee me, (purſu- 


e 


and not expect perfection from 
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reputation, meanly appear indebted 
to the generoſity, or perhaps com- 


© example, might, too probably, bring 
© downa curſe upon them? And, after 
© all, who knows but that my own 
© finful compliances with a man, Who 
© would think himſelf entitled to my 
© obedience, might taint my own mo- 


© rals, and make me, inſtead of a re- 


former, an imitator of him? For 
« who. can touch. pitch, and not be de- 
« filed? 85 ö . 
© Let me then repeat, that I truly 
© deſpiſe this man! It I know my own 


© Beneath my very pity as he is, I ne- 
© vertheleſs pity him! But this I could 
not do, if I ſtill loved him: for, my 
© dear, one, muſt be greatly ſenſible of 
© the baſeneſs and ingratitude of thoſe 
ve love. I love him not, tRerefore ! 

© My ſoul diſdains communion with 


'© him. 


But although thus much is due to 


_ © reſentment, yet have I not been fo 


«© far carried away by it's angry effects, 
© as to be rendered incapable of caſting ' 
© about what I out to do, and what 
© could be done, it the Almighty, in 
© order to lengthen the time of my pe- 
© nitence, were to bid me to live. , 

. © The fingle life, at ſuch times, has 
© offered to me, as the life, the only 


I not-nowv fit brooding over my paſt 
* afflitions, and mourning my faults. 
« till the hour of my releaſe? And 


_ © would notevery-one be able to aſſign 
the reaſon, why Clariſſa Harlowe 
ed, that he 
'© ſelf from the world? Would not the 
and the example 
1 humbly preſumed I ſhould be en- 
4 abled to ſet him, to have weight with 
© him; and the rather, as he had no 


© choſe ſolitude, and to ſequeſter her- 
« look of every creature, who beheld 


me, appear as a reproach to me? 


© And would not my conſcious eye 
confeſs my fault, whether the eyes 


of others accuſed me or not? One of 


o 

> 

my delights was, to enter the cots ' 
© of my poor neighbours, to leave leſ- 
© ſons to the boys, and cautions to the 
© elder girls: and how ſhould I be 
© able, unconſcious, and without pain, 


| to ſay to the latter, Fly the delu- 
_ © all my own duties And then, ſup- 
© poling I were to have children by 


« ſions of men, who had been ſup. ' 
« poſed to have run away with one? 

What then, my dear and onl 
© friend, can I wiſh for but death? 
And what, after all, is death? "Tis 
© but a ceſſation from mortal life: tis 
© but the fiviſhing of an appointed 
« courſe: the refreſhing inn after a fa- 
6 tiguing journey: the end of a life of 

8 ! = | * 6 cares 
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c cares and troubles; and if happy, 
the beginning of a life of immortal 
happineſs. ö | 
c I I die not now, it may poſſibly 
happen, that I may be taken when I 
am ſels repared. Had I eſcaped the 
evils I labour under, it might have 
been in the midſt of ſome gay pro- 
miſing hope; when my heart had 
beat high with the deſire of life; and 
when the yanity of this earth had 
taken hold of me. who, 

gut now, my dear, for your ſatis- 
faction let me ſay, that although I 
wiſh not for life, yet would I not, 
like. a poor coward, deſert my poſt 
when I can maintain it, and when 
it is my duty to maintain it. 
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More than once, indeed, was 1 


urged by thoughts ſo ſinful: but then 


and once, particularly, I havereaſon to 
believe, I ſaved myſelf by my deſpe- 
ration from the moſt ſhocking perſonal 
inſults; from a repetition, as far as I 
know, of his vileneſs; the baſe wo- 
men (with ſo much reaſon dreaded 
by me) preſent, to intimidate ze, if 
not to aſſiſt him O my dear, you 
know not what I ſuffered on that oc- 
caſion Nor do I what I eſcaped at 
the time, if the wicked man had ap. 
c proached me to execute the horrid 
© purpoſes of his vile heart.” 0 

As I am of opinion, that it would 
have manifeſted more of revenge and de- 
ſpair, than of principle, had I com- 
mitted a violence upon myſelf, when 
the villainy was perpetrated; ſo I ſhould 
think it equally criminal, were I now 
evilfully to neglect myſelf; were TI pur. 
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poſely to run into the arms of death, (as 


that man ſuppoſes I ſhall de) when I 


might avoid it. : 
Nor, my dear, whatever are the 
ſuppoſitions of ſuch a ſhort-fighted, 
ſuch a low · ſouled man, muſt you im- 
ute to gloom, to melancholy, to de- 
ſpondency, nor yet to a ſpirit of faulty 
pride, or ſtill more faulty revenge, the 
reſolution I have taken never to marry. 
this; and if not this, any man. So far 
from deſerving this imputation, I do 
aſſure you, (my dear and only love) that 
Iwill do every - thing I can to e 
my life, till God, in mercy to me, ſhall 
be pleaſed to call for it. I have rea ſon 
to think my puniſhment is but the due. 
conſequence of my fault, and 1 will, 


not run away from it; but beg of Hea · 
e ETRS.- 5 Wo „ 3 


S 


it was in the height of my diſtreſs; 
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ven to ſanRify it to me. When ap- 

etite ſerves, Iwill eat and drink what 
A very 
little, you know, will do for that. 
And whatever my phyſicians ſhall think 
fit to preſcribe, I will take, though ever 


is ſufficient to ſupport nature, 


ſo diſagreeable. In ſhort, I will do 
every - thing I can do, to convince all 


my friends, who hereafter may think 


it worth their while to enquire after my 
laſt behaviour, that I poſſeſſed my ſoul 
with tolerable patience; and endea- 
voured to bear with a lot of my own 
drawing: for thus, in humble imita- 
tion of the ſublimeſt exemplar, Loften 
ſay:— Lord, it is thy will; and it 
© ſhall be mine. Thou art juſt in all 
thy dealings with the children of 
men; and I know thou wilt not affli& 
me beyond what I can bear: and, if 
I can bear it, I ought to bear it; and 
(thy grace aſſiſting me) I will bear 
100 9 \ 
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© But here, my dear, is another rea- 
ſon; a reaſon that will 'convince you 
yourſelf, that I ought not to think 
of wedlock; but of a preparation for 
a quite different event. I am per- 
ſuaded, as much as that I am now 
alive, that I ſhall not long live. The 
ſtrong ſenſe J have ever had of my 
fault, the loſs of my reputation, my 
diſappointments, the determined re- 
ſentment of my friends, aiding the 
barbarous uſage I have met with 
where. I leaſt deferved it, have ſeized 
upon my heart: ſeized upon it, be- 
fore it was ſo well fortified by reli- 
giaus confiderations as I hope it now 
is. Don't be concerned, my dear 
But I am ſure, if I may ſay it with 
as little preſumption as grief, That 
God will ſoon uiſſole my ſubſtancr; 
and bring me to death, and tothe houſe 
appointed for all living.” TRE 
And now, my deareſt friend, you 
know all my mind. And you will 
be pleaſed to write to the ladies of 
Mr. Lovelace's family, that I think 
myſelf infinitely obliged to them, for 
their good opinion . me; and that it 
has given me greater pleaſure than IL 
thought I had to come in this life, that, 
upon the little amen os; they have of 
me, and that not perſonal, I was thought 
worthy (after the ill uſage I have re- 
ceived) of an alliance with their ho- 
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nourable family : but that I can by no 


means think of their kinſman for a 


huſband; and d6 you, my dear, 


ex- 
tract 


— , e e . 

* i - - * 
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-  charmangl 
her ſenſe. 
_ . ranted to ſpeak and write freer to my 


me again into his 


upon that ſubject till nor. 


* 


I vould write myſelf to acknowledge 
their favour, had I not more _—_ 
merit for my head, my heart, and my 
Fingers, than I doubt they wil he able 


to go through. CE TIER 1 
3 T ſhould be glad to know when you 
- ſet out on your journey; as alſo your 


little ſtages; and your time of ftay at 


Four aunt Harman's; that my prayers 
| — locally attend you vhĩtherſoever 


you go, and wherever you are. 
1 CLarssa HaRLOWE. 


e r Kn. 


| MISS CLARISSA HARLOWE, TO MISS 


. HOWE. 
Fo LT "<3 87 E — T 2 r 
s8UN DAT, JULY 23. 


HE letter accompanying this be- 
Jing upon a very particular ſub- 
ect, I would not embarraſs it, as I may 


fay, with any other. And yet 2 
ſome further matters upon my mind, 


which will want your excuſe for di- 


recting them to you, I hope the follow. 


a 8 will have that encuſ. 


My good Mrs. Norton, ſo long ago 
e eee dated the third oe. this 
month“, hinted to me, that my rela- 


tions took amiſs ſome ſevere things you 


were pleaſed, in love to me, to fay of 
them. Mrs. Norton mentioned it with 


that reſpectful love wh h the bears to 


my deareſt friend: but wiſheg, for 1 
fake,” that you would rein- in a viva- 
city, which, on moſt other occaſions, 
becomes you. This was 
ou know that I am war- 


Anna Howe, than Mrs. Norton would 


"gow #1" | TER 
I Aurſt not mention it to you at that 


time, becauſe appearances were ſo ſtrong 


againſt me, on Mr. Lovelace's getting 
wer, (after my eſ- 


cape to Hampſtead) as made you very 


angry with me when you anſwered mine 
on my ſecond eſcape. And; ſoon after- 
- wards, I was put under that 'barbarous 


arreſt; ſo that I could not well touch 


Now, therefore, my deareſt Miſs 


Howe, let me repeat my earneſt requeſt, 
FEST 37 FA tx ; 2 \ 5 EA 4 7 1 "OT _ $54.9 N : 44 
| | 9 See P. dar-. 7 See Vol. III. pe 407. 
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tract from the above, ſuch reaſons as 
you think have any weight in them. 


yo 


(for this is not the firſt time by ſeveral 
that I have been obliged to chide yon 
on this occaſion) that you will ſpare 
my parents, and other relations, in al 
ur converſations about me.—Indee 


I wiſh they had thought fit to take other 
meaſures with me: but who ſhall judge 
for them ?— The event has juſtified 

them, and condemned me.—They ex- 


Qed nothing good of this vile man; 
5• has not, Ae deceived them: 
but they expected other things from 
me; and I have. And they have the 
more reaſon to be ſet againf{ me, if (as 


my aunt Hervey wrotef formerly) they 


intended not to force my inclinations 
in favour of Mr. Solmes; and if _ 


believe, that my going off was the effe& 
of choice and premeditation, 
I have no defire to be received to fa- 


vour by them: for why ſhould I fit. 


down to wiſh for what I have no rea- 
ſon to expeft ?—Beſides,' I could not 
look them in the face, if they avoul4 
receive me. Indeed I could not. All 
I have to hope for, is, firſt, that my 
father will abſolve me from his heavy 


malediction: and next, for a laſt bleſ- 
fing. The obtaining of theſe favourg 


are needful to my peace of mind. 


I have written to my ſiſter; but have 
only mentioned the abſolution. ? 


Jam afraid, I ſhall receive a very 
harſh anſwer from her: my fault, in 
the eyes of my family, is of ſo enor- 
mous a nature, that my fr applica- 
tion will hardly be encouraged, Then 
they know not (nor perhaps will be 
lieve) that I am ſo very ill as Tam. So 
that, were I actually to die before they 


could have time to take the neceſſary : 6 
informations, you muſt not blame them 


too 3 You muſt call it a fa- 
a I know not what you muſt call 
it: for, alas! I have made them as miſe- 


rable as I am myſelf. And yet ſome- 
times Ithink, that, were they chearfully 


to pronounce me forgiven, I know not 
whether my concern for having offend- 
ed them would not be augmented, ſince 


I imagine, that nothing can be more _ 


wounding to a ſpirit not ungenerous, 


than a generous forgiveneſs. 


I hope your mother will permit our 
correſpondence for one month more, al- 
though I do not take her advice as ta 


having this man. Only for one month, 


I will not defire it longer. When ca- 


1 


— 
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taſtrophes are winding- up, what changes 
(changes that make one's heart ſhudder 
to think of) may one ſhort month pro- 
duce ! But if ſhe will not—why then, 
my dear, it becomes us both to acqui- 
eſce. | 
You can't think what my apprehen- 
ſions would have been, had I known 
Mr, Hickman was to have had a meet- 
ing (on ſuch a queſtioning occaſion as 
muſt have been his errand from you) 
with that haughty and uncontroulable 
man. | 
You give me hope of a viſit from Mr. 
Hickman: let him expect to ſee me 
greatly altered. I know he loves me: 
or he loves every-one whom you love, 
A. painful interview, I doubt! But I 
ſhall be glad to ſee a man, whom you 
will one day, and that on an early day, 
I hope, make happy; and whoſe gentle 
manners, and unbounded love for you, 
will make you ſo, if it be not your own 
fault. EL ae tos 
I am, my deareſt, kindeſt friend, the 
ſweet companion of my happy hours, 


the g ever deareſt an pear | 

my fond heart, your equaily obliged and 
Faithful : S £13 
. CLARISSA 


LETTER XCIL. 


MRS. NORTON, TO MISS CLARISSA 
| HARLOWE. : 


| 8 MONDAY, JULY 24. 
TIXCUSE, my deareſt young lady, 
L my long ſilence. I have been ex- 
tremely ill. My poor boy has alſo been 
at death's door; and, when I hoped 
that he was better, he has relapſed. 
Alas ! my dear, he is very dangerouſly 
ill. Let us both have your prayers! 


END OF THE SIXTH VOLUME, 


to 


935 

Very angry letters have paſſed be- 
tween your ſiſter and Miſs Howe. Every 
one of your family is incenſed againſt 
that young lady. I wiſh you mor re- 
monſtrate againſt her warmth; ſince ĩt 
can do no good; for they will not be- 
lieve, but that her interpoſition has your 
connivance;z nor that you are ſo ill as 
Miſs Howe aſſures them you are. 

Before ſhe wrote, they were going to 
ſend up young Mr. Brand the clergy- 
man, to make private enquiries of your 
health, and way of life. But now they 
are ſo exaſperated, that they have laid 
aſide their intention. 

We have flying reports.here, and at 
Harlowe Place, of ſome freſh inſults 
which you have undergone : and that 

ou are about to put yourſelf into Lady 
Herty Lawrance's protection. I be- 
lieve they would now be glad (as I 
ſhould be) that you would 5 ſo; and 
this, perhaps, will make them ſuſpend, 
for the preſent, any determination in 
your favour. 

How unhappy am I, that the dange- 
rous way my ſon is in prevents my at- 
tendance on you! Let me beg of you 


to write me word how you are, both as 


to perſon and mind. A ſervant of Sir 


Robert Beacheroft, who rides poſt on 


his maſter's buſineſs to town, will pre- 
ſent you with this; and, gras will 
bring me the favour of a few lines in 
return. He will be obliged to ſtay in 
town ſeveral hours, for an anſwer to 
his diſpatches. _ 

This is the anniverſary, that uſed to 
give joy to as many as had the pleaſure 
and honour of knowing you. May the 
Almighty bleſs you, and grant, that it 
may be the only unhapppy one that may 
be ever known by you, my deareſt young 
lady; and by your ever-affedionate 

| JupiITH NORTON» 
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